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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


Addrejs  from  the  Commune  of  Marfeilles 
to  the  AJfemhly — Tumult  occqfioned  hy  it 
— Petiori's  Sufpenfion  confirmed  by  the 
King — The  AJfernbly  hear  Petion^s  De* 
ferue^  and  the  Argument  of  the  Procu* 
reur-Syndic^  and  refer  the  Bufmefs  to  the 
Commiffion  of  the  Twelve-^The  Report 
of  the  Commiffion^  and  Decifion  of  the 
AJfemhly — The  Fejlival  of  the  Federation 
^^ubjlance  of  Mallet-du-Pan^s  Corref- 
pondence  at  this  Period  xdth  M.  Ber- 
trand  relative  to  his  Mifjion. 

Part  IL  Vol.  III.  B  ere 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNALS    OF    THE  [JULYI792. 


JljRE  the  middle  of  July  there  did  not 
remain  in  the  Capital  the  leaft  trace  of 
the  great  indignation  that  had  been  raifed  by 
the  outrages  of  the  20th  of  June.  The. 
Jacobins  had  fo  completely  fucceeded  in 
popularizing  them,  that  the  profecutions 
commenced  on  the  occafion  were  denounced 
as  Counter-revolutionary  manoeuvres,  or  as 
afts  of  defpotifm.  The  intereft  that  had 
been  infpired  by  the  courage,  moderation, 
and  goodnefs  difplayed  on  that  horrible  day 
by  the  King  and  the  Royal  Family,  was 
entirely  extinguiftied.  The  people  were 
told  only  of  the  virtuous  Petion,  and  pre- 
tended plots  laid  againft  him  by  the  Court, 
the  Royalifts,  the  Ariftocrats,  &c.  At  the . 
fame  time  every  poffible  means  was  ufed  to 
procure  him  the  good  will  and  protection  of 
the  National  Volunteers,  who  were  daily 
arriving  in  crouds,  either  to  aflift  at  the  fef- 
tival  of  the  Federation  *,  or  in  obedience  to 
the  decree  which  had  ordained  the  forma- 
tion of  a  camp  of  20,cxDo  men  in  the  envi- 

♦  Thefe  patriots  from  the  Departments  were,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  Municipality,  lodged  and  maintained  by 
the  patriots  of  the  Capital. 
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rons  of  Paris :  for  notwitftanding  the  re- 
fufal  of  the  fandlion,  which  rendered  it 
null,  feveral  Municipalities,  influenced  by 
the  Jacobin  Clubs,  had  refolved  to  execute 
iti  and  the  Aflembly,  when  informed  of 
thefe  refolutions,  had  (hamelefsly  beftowed 
their  applaufes  on  this  manifeft  violation  of 
that  Conftitution  jvhich  they  were  tonftantly 
fwearing  to  maintain  completely.  The  Ja- 
cobins alfo  were  ever  repeating  the  fame 
oath;  yet'thofe  pretended  friends  of  the 
Conftitution  did  not  the  lefs  exert  all  their 
powers  to  accelerate  the  annihilation  of  it, 
and  particularly  of  the  Monarchical  part  of 
it.  This  fpirit  was  manifeft  in  all  the  ad- 
dreffes  which  they  prefented  to  the  Aftem- 
bly,  and  in  thofe  of  all  the  Adminiftrativc 
Bodies  whom  they  influenced.  I  Ihall  in- 
ftance  only  that  of  the  Council-General  of 
the  Commune  df  Marfeilles,  which  was 
read  to  the  Aflembly  in  the  Sitting  of  the 
1 2th  of  July,  and  in  which  were  th«  fol- 
lowing paflages  : 

**  Eternal  Reafon  demonftrates  to  us  that 
•*  the  laws  relative  to  Royalty  impofed  on 
**  the  Legiflature,  counterads  the  Rights  of 
'*  Man.  It  is  time  for  the  nation  to  govern 
**  itfelf.  How  could  your  predeceflbrs,  the 
B  2  framers 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4  ANNALS    OP   THE  [July  1792. 

**  framers  of  the  Conftitution,  have  con- 
•*  fented  to  eftablifti  that  Royalty  (hould  be 
**  delegated  hereditarily  to  the  reigning  race, 
**  from  male  to  niale,  in  the  order  of  pri- 
•*  mogeniture?  What  has  this  reigning  race 
*'  done   to   be  preferred    to    every    other? 
•*  Where  is  the  fage  who  can  fay  that  the 
**  fon  of  the  beft  of  Kings  may  not  be  the 
**  worfl  of  men  ?    Are  nations  to  be  facri- 
**  ficed  to  the  monfters   whom   barbarous 
•*  laws  had  placed  over  them?    No;  none 
**  but  abettors  of  arbitrary  power  can  main- 
*'  tain   fuch   prejudices.      How   infamous  1 
•*  The  nation,   at   the    time,  remonftrated 
•*  firongly  againflr  thofe  faulty  articles  ad- 
**  mittcd  into  the  Conftitution.     And  what 
•'  has  this  privileged  race  done  ?    Have  we 
**  forgotten  the  iron  rod  with  which  it  kept 
♦*  us  in  fubjeftion?  What  are  its  fervices  ? 
**  It  prefents  only  men  loaded  with  crimes  ! 
**  Shall  we  confide  in  him,  whom  the  habit 
••  of  feeing  nothing,  and  daring  every  tiling, 
**  is  hurrying  into  the  footfteps  of  his  bro- 
**  thers?  What!  when  the  nation  is   fup- 
•*  preffing,  deftroying,  and  overturning  all 
**  the  monuments  of  tyranny  and  flavery, 
**  (hall  it  bend  the  knee  before  a  perjured 
*'  family  ?   And  docs  not  the  duration  of 

''  that 
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*'  that  enormous  Civil  Lift,  which  cannot 
•*  be  diminiflied  but  at  the  end  of  every 
*•  reign,  perpetuate  the  means  of  corrup- 
"  tion  which  it  gives  ?  And  is  not  the  law 
*•  which  gives  to  the  King  alone. the  choice 
'*  and  difniiffion  of  the  Minifters,  in  fpite 
**  of  their  pretended  refponfibility,  an  inex- 
**  hauftible  fource  of  abufe,  treachery,  and 
•^  diforder?  And,  in  (hort,  as  to  that  fuf- 
••  penfive  Veto,  oppofed  at  the  pleafure  of  a 
•*  fingle  man  to  our  beft  laws  againft  the 
f*  general  will,  does  it  not  radically  deftroy 
*'  our  Conftitution?  Confefs,  Legiflators, 
**  that  our  Conftituent  AfTembly  have  (?on- 
**  ftituted  nothing;  and  if  you  wifli  to  be 
•*  any  thing,  if  you  wifli  to  anfvver  the 
'*  defire  of  the  nation,  abrogate  a  law 
**  which  renders  it  null;  and  let  not 
•*  thofe  wicked  maxims,  which  inculcate 
**  that  an  hereditary  King  can  reprefent  the 
**  nation,  be  any  longer  fandioned,  &c/' 

This  feditious  addrefs  was  applauded  with 
rapture  by  the  galleries,  and  chiefly  by  that 
in  which  the  Federates  were.  Thefe  pro- 
vincial  patriots  were  not  initiated  into  the 
fecret  of  the  fadtious :  they  had  a  few  mi* 
nutes, before  feen  a  deputation  of  their  com-, 
rades  obtain  great  applaufe  and  the  honours 
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of  the  Sitting,  after  pronouncing  at  the  Bar 
an  harangue  which  had  appeared  to  them  as 
feditious  as  that  of  the  Marfeillois  *•  It 
did  not  ftrike  them  that  the  harangue  of  the 
Federates  of  Bergerac  only  attacked  the 
King,  while  the  Addrefs  of  the  Commune 
of  Marfeilles  tended  to  the  total  overthrow 
of  the  Conftitution,  and  to  inveft  the  Legif- 
lative  Body  with  Conftituent  powers,  &c. 
That  was  indeed  the  fecret  plan  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, but  it  was  imprudent  to  divulge  or 
confefs  it  before  the  moment  for  putting  it 
into  execution,  and  that  moment  was  not 
yet  arrived;  the  majority  of  the  AiTembly 
therefore  were  feen  rifing  at  once,  fome  to 
move  a  cenfure  of  the  Addrefs,  others  that 
the  perfons  who  had  figncd  it  Ihould  be 
punifhed.  Thefe  motions  created  fuch  a 
violent  uproar  in  the  galleries,  that  the  Pre- 
fident  ordered  the  Commander  of  the  Na- 

*  This  harangue,  which  was  delivered  by  a  deputa* 
tion  of  the  Federate  Volunteers  of  the  little  town  of 
Bergerac,  in  Pcrigord,  began  with  thefe  words ;  "  In- 
**  formed  of  the  machinations  of  a  perfidious  Court, 
"  that  it  is  at  length  time  to  ftrike  with  the  thunder 
*<  with  which  you  arc  invefted,  the  citizens  of  Bergerac 
"  have  haftened  to  make  a  rampart  of  their  bodies  for 
«<  you." 
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tional  guard  to  place  four  centinds  in  each.  * 
This  order  did  not  allay  the  tumult,  and 
feveral  Members  of  the  Aflcmbly  took  a 
part  in  it. 

'*  It  is  very  aftonifliihg/*  cried  fome, 
**  that  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  nation 
"  fhould  affront  the  Federates  who  attend 
**  their  Sitting.*' — ''  It  is  very  ailonifhing/' 
replied  others,  **  that  the  foldiers  of  the 
**  law  fliould  (how  no  refpefi  to  the  delibc- 
*'  rations  of  the  Legiflators."  At  length, 
after  a  great  deal  of  noify  debating,  which 
was,  however,  confiderably  curtailed  by 
their  eagernefs  to  hear  a  letter  from  the 
King  received  by  the  Prefident,  the  Aflem- 
bly  referred  the  letter  of  the  Commune  of 
Marfeilles  to  the  Commiffioi)  of  the  Twelve, 
and  decreed  that  the  report  upon  it  (hould  be 
made  next  day. 

The  King  mentioned  in  his  letter,  that, 
conformably  to  Art,  viii;  of  Sedt.  2.  Chap.  iv. 
of  the  Conftitution,  he  had  charged  the 
Minifter  of  Juftice  to  deliver  to  the  Affem- 
bly  the  proclamation  made  by  his  Majefty 
on  the  Refolution  of  the  Departn^nt,  by 
which  the  Mayor  and  Procurmr-^Syndic  of 
the  Commune  of  Paris  had  been  provifionally 
fufpended.     The  King  confirmed  that  Re- 

B  4  folution, 
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folution,  and  his  decifion  was  founded  on 
the  mod  folid  reafons,  taken  from  the  Con- 
llitution  or  the  fandtioned  laws,  and  given 
with  fgreat  force  in  the  preamble  of  the 
proclamation*.  It  was  heard  by  the  Af- 
fembly  with  the  moft  indecent  marks  of 
anger  and  impatience,  and  the  Reader's 
voice  was  at  times  drowned  by  their  mur- 
murs.. It  was  fcarcely  read  through,  when 
Petion  appeared  at  the  Bar  and  pleaded  his 
own  caufe,  not  from  any  occafion  he  had  to 
defend  it,  for  it  was  gained  before  he 
opened  his  mouth ;  but  to  'revenge  himfelf 
on  the  Directory  of  the  Department,  whom 
he  accufed,  in  almoft  every  fentence,  of 
prevarication,  impofture,  Ariftocracy,  Coun- 
ter-revolutionary fentiments,  &c.  **  When 
♦*  I  read  this  Refolution,*'  faid  he,  *•  I 
**  fhuddered  with  indignation,  ai)d  my  foul 
**  revolted  againft  the  treacherous  hands  that 
**  traced  it.  I  (hould  never  have  conceived 
*'  that  one  of  the  beft  adions  of  my  public 
•'  life,  one  that  leaves  the  moft  pleafing  re- 
•*  fle(5lions  on  my  mind,  could  have  become 
••  a  ground  of  perfecution/*  What  a  villain 
muft    he    be,    whofc  beft  adion,   on    his 

•  Appendix.  No.  XXVI. 
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own  confeflion,  was  to  have  countenanced 
the  outrages  of  the  20th  of  June  !  and  what 
a  heart  muft  that  be  that  had  not  more 
pleafing  fenfations  than  thofe  communicated 
to  it  by  the  refledtions.  created  by  that  horrid 
day  ! 

Petidn  exprefled  himfelf  with  no  lefs  im- 
pudence on  his  Majefty's  proclamation. 
**  I  fay  nothing  of  the  King's  decifion," 
faid  he,  **  the  Department  had  done  him  a. 
**  good  office  by  fufpending  me  ;  the  King 
•*  does  them  one  in  return  by  (landing  forth 
**  to  fupport  them.  The  Department  in  all 
•*  their,  conduft  have -difplayed  fuch  perfe<St 
*•  harmony  with  the  views  of  the  Court, 
**  that  their  union  of  mind  on  this  occa- 
**  fion  is  nothing  furprifing,  and  I  cannot 
**  but  feel  myfelf  honoured  by  this  deci- 
*•  fion,"  This  defence,  too  dull  and  too 
difgufting  for  me  to  take  the  pains  of  giving 
it  at  greater  length,  obtained  loud  and  fre- 
quent plaudits,  which  were  redoubled  when 
Petion^  invited  to  the  honours  of  the  Sit- 
ting, crofled  the  Hall  and  placed  himfelf  in 
the  Cote-gduche^  among  his  worthy  friends 
and  colleagues  of  the  club  of  Jacobins. 

The   Aflembly    referred  Petion^s   fpeech 
and  the    King's    proclamation,    with    the 
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papers  annexed  to  it,  to  the  Commiffion  of 
the  .Twelve,  with  an  injundion  to  make  a 
^  report  upon  them  at  the  next  Sitting.  This 
was  preceded  by  the  reading  of  the  Argu- 
ment* of  the  Procureur -Syndic  of  the  De- 
partment, Roedertr,  on  the  Mayor's  cafe. 
This  paper  was  mentioned  by  the  Petion 
party  as  a  mafter-piece  of  difcuffion  and 
method,  adapted  to  throw  a  full  light  on 
this  bufinefs ;  but  the  impartial  eye  of  Hif- 
tory  will,  on  the  contrary,  fee  in  it  only  a 
precedent  of  pleading  for  great  criminals* 
It  will  perceive  truth  through  the  coverings 
in  which  the  Procureur  Syndic  laboured  to 
envelop  it  by  the  fubtilty  of  his  arguments. 
Hiftory  will  not  admit,  as  he  did,  that  the 
Municipal  officers  had  done  all  that  their 
duty  required  to  prevent  the  riot  of  the  20th 

♦  The  word  in  French  is  re^utjitoire,  which  is  a  part 
ii\  conducing  a  caufe  unknown  in  the  forms  of  the 
Englifli  Courts.  When  Counfcl  have  been  heard  for 
each  fide,  the  Procureur-Generaly  who  is  a  public  officer, 
enters  into  an  impartial  examination  of  the  arguments 
on  both  fides,  and  dates  his  own  opinion  on  the  cafe, 
after  which  the  caufc  is  decided.  With  us,  this  part  of 
the  Procureur  s  duty  is,  to  ufe  a  law  expreffion,  merged 
in  the  office  (;f  the  Judge.     I  am  not  aware  of  a  more 

appropriate  term  than  that  I  have  ufcd. 

Translator. 
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of  June,   by  merely   requiring  the   Com- 
mander of  the  National  Guard  to  make  all 
the  arrangements  necejfary  for  the  public 
tranquillity.      It   will   determine,    in    the 
firft  place,  that  they  ought  to  have  enjoined 
him  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms,  and  on  his 
refponfibility,  to  ufe  the  moft  efFe(Sual  means 
of  force  to  prevent  any  riot  \^hatever ;  fe- 
condly,  that  when  the  Commanders  of  the 
two  Fauxbourgs  on  being  fummoned  before 
them,    had  the   efirontery  to  tell   Petion^ 
•*  that  nothing  could  prevent  the  National 
•*  Guard     and     citizens    from    marching 
**  armed,"   he  ought  to  have  repeated  to 
them  very  forcibly  the  fame  injun(5licn,  in- 
ilead  of  lofing  his  time  in  vague  confulta- 
tions  of  the  Department  at  the  very  mo- 
ment that  the  mob  had  begun  to  collet; 
thirdly,  that  25  or  30,000  Parifian  National 
Guards  formed  a  force  more  than  fufficient 
to  ftop  all  affembling  or  to  difperfc  it,  and 
moft  certainly  to  prevent  the  breaking  into 
the  Palace,  even  without  ftriking  a  blow, 
by  ftationing  eight  or  ten  thoufand  men  in 
the  Courts,  and  on  the  terrace  of  the  gar- 
den, with  orders  to  prefent  their  bayonets, 
and  ufe  no  other  refiftance  againft  the  mob 
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than  a  firm  pofition*;  fourthly,  that  the 
Affembly,  in  permitting  armed  mobs  to  file 
oflF  before  them,  had  clearly  infringed,  but 
had  not  annulled  the  law  which  prohibited 
them;  and  confequently  that  the  breach 
of  it  was  ftill  a  ferious  offence,  for  which 
all  might  be  puniflied  who  could  not  avail 
themfelvcs,  like  the  Legiflative  Body,  of 
cxemptipn  from  refponfibility^  and  of  pri- 
vilege of  inviolability,  to  violate  all  the 
laws  with  impunity. 

The  report  of  the  Commiffion  of  the 
Twelve  was  only  a  commentary  on  the  ar- 
gument of  the  Procureur-Syndic  of  the 
Department,  and  concluded  that  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  Petion^  adjudged  by  the  Refolu^ 
tion  of  the  Department,  and  confirmed  by 
the  King,  (liould  be  taken  off.  This  con- 
clufion,  which  was  received  Xvith  rapturous 
acclamations  by  the  galleries,  was  applauded 
and  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the  AfTem- 
bly,  notwithftanding  the  ftrong  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  Cotc-droit,  who  not  being 

*  M.  Ro^denr  himfclf  confefled  in  his  Argument  that 
he  had  feen  a  magazine  of  corn  at  Metz  attacked  by  a 
mob  of  6,000  perfons,  and  faved  by  600  men  (landing 
round  it  firm  and  without  moving,  but  rcfolved  to  keep 
their  port. 

able 
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able  to  obtain  permifHon  for  the  papers  to 
be  read  before  the  votes  were  coUeiled,  took 
no  part  in  the  decifion*. 

In  order  to  make  fome  little  fhow  of  im- 
partiality in  this  judgment,  and  of  difappro- 
bation  of  the  outrages  of  the  20th  of  June, 
the  Aflcmbly  put  off  deciding  on  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  Manuel  till  he  fhould  be  heard-f- ;  and 
in  annulling  the  retum  of  the  proceedings  to 
the  Court  as  far  as  they  concerned  the  Mayor 
and  Municipal  officers,  they  decreed  that 
the  Minifter  of  Juftice  fhould  in  three  days 
lay  before  them  an  account  of  the  profecu- 
tions  which  had  been  inftitutcd  againfl  the 
authors  and  iafligators  of  thofe  events. 

•  The  Members  of  the  Direflory  of  the  Department 
being  rendered  completely  unpopular  by  their  Refolu- 
tion,  all  of  them,  except  the  Procureur-Syndicy  refigned 
their  places  a  few  days  after  this  decifion. 

t  He  was  heard  in  the  Sitting  of  the  16th  of  July. 
His  defence,  compofed  no  doubt  in  the  delirium  of  the 
raging  fever  he  had  had  for  fome  days,  was  a  mere 
tifTue  of  impodure,  calumny,  and  grofs  infults,  againd 
the  King  and  Queen.  He  delivered  it  with  the  accent 
and  hideous  contorfions  of  a  man  tranfported  with  rage. 
The  more  he  bawled,  the  more  was  he  agplauded  by 
the  galleries  and  a  part  of  the  Aflcmbly.  He  obtained, 
as  Petion  had  done,  the  honours  of  the  Sitting,  but  his 
fufpenfion  was  not  taken  off  till  the  23d  of  July. 

The 
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The  King,  although  he  daily  experienced 
the  unfortunate  efFeds  of  not  having  a  fixed 
and  determined  plan  of  conduct,  ftiU  per- 
fevered  in  his  irrefolution,  and  In  the  fatal 
habit  of  Adopting  but  partially  the  meafures 
that  were  propofed  to  h'im  by  thofe  whom 
he  confulted.  The  advice  which,  after  con- 
certing with  M.  de  Montmorin  and  M. 
Malouetf  I  gave  his  Majefty,  on  this  occa- 
lion,  was  to  perfift  in  his  refufal  of  deciding 
on  the  Refolution  of  the  Department,  not- 
withftanding  it  had  been  returned  to  him  by 
the  Affembly,  and  to  give  for  this  determina- 
tion  the  Conftitutionalreafons  I  ftated  in  the 
laft  chapter.  This  appeared  to  us  the  more 
prudent,  as  the  King,  if  he  decided  at  ail, 
could  not  but  confirm  the  Refolution,  and 
as  that  confirmation,  adjudged  at  a  moment 
when  the  enthufiafm  of  the  people  in  favour 
of  Petion  was  raifed  to  a  pitch  of  delirium, 
muft  increafe  the  vexations  and  dangers  of 
the  fituation  to  which  his  Majefly  was  re- 
duced.  It  would  have  been  different  if,  on 
this  occafion,  the  King  could  have  left  Paris ; 
but  unfortunately  he  was  engaged  to  be 
prcfent  at  the  feftival  of  the  Federation. 

Thus,    in  fpite  of   all  our  efforts,  new 
errors  daily  accelerated  the  cataftrophe  im» , 
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pending  over  the  King  and  the  Monarchy. 
I  cannot  but  fay  that  it  required  the  immu- 
table devotion  and  ardent  zeal  that  animated 
us  not  to  be  diftieartened  by  the  conftant 
obftacles  thrown  by  the  King's  irrefolution 
in  the  way  of  all  our  meafures.  We 
thought  nothing  of  our  dangers,  however 
imminent :  deprived  of  every  means  of  pre- 
venting the  downfal  of  the  throne,  all  our 
care,  all  our  ambition  now  was,  to  fave  the 
lives  of  this  auguft  family,  who  were 
perpetually  expofed  to  the  weapons  of 
aiTaiTms. 

A  few  days  before  the  Federation,  I  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  a  defign,  formed  by 
Santerre^  to  murder  the  Queen.  From  a 
defcription  given  of  the  fellow  that  was  to 
be  the  aiTaflin,  he  was  taken,  but  next  mom- 
ing,  on  the  way  to  the  magiftrate^s,  he 
was  refcued  by  a  band  of  ruffians.  A  mi- 
nute was  drawn  up  of  the  circumftance, 
and  left  with  the  Juftice,  to  ferve  as  a  proof 
againft  the  murderer  (hould  he  appear 
again*. 

The 

•  A  fuller  account  of  this  defign  to  murder  her  Ma- 
jcfty  is  giVen  in  the  Private  Memoirs,  Vol.  II. 
Chap.  XXIX.    I  have  been   fince  informed,  that  on 

the 
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The  period  of  the  14th  of  July  was  ren- 
dered the  more  critical ^  as,  on  pretence 
of  fupplying  the.  camp  of  20,000  men, 
the  Jacobins,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
had  colleded  in  Paris,  under  the  denomina- 
tion  of  Federates,  men  chofen  generally 
from  among  the  moft  furious  members  of 
the  Clubs  of  the  Provinces :  however,  the 
feftival  of  the  Federation  was  lefs  tumul- 
tuous than  had  been  expedted,  and,  thanks 
to  all  the  precautions  taken*,  it  was  not 
attended  with  any  danger  to  the  lives  of  the 
Royal  Family.  The  acclamations*  of  Vive 
le  Rot,  lefs  numerous,  lefs  fpirited  than 
ufual,  were  often  drowned  by  the  ftupid 
vociferations  of  a  crowd  of  banditti,  who, 
not  content  with  roaring  out  as  loud  as  they 
could  Vive  Petion,  Petion  or,  death,  had 
thofe  words  written  with  chalk  in  large  let- 
ters on  the  front  of  their  hats.-f-     Within 

the 

the  10th  of  Augu(t  a  band  of  brigands  broke  into  the 
Magiftrate's  hoiife,  and  carried  away  the  minute  left 
with  him,  and  all  his  papers. 

•  See  Private  Memoirs,  Vol.  II.  page  347. 

A  As  it  was  not  poffible  to  get  the  new  dreffes,  de- 
creed on  the   12th  of  July,  ready  for  f he  day  of  the 

feftival. 
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the  Champ-de-Mars ^  on  the  fide  towards 
the  river,  there  was  placed  a  poplar  tree 
rifing  out  of  a  pile  of  wood :  the  tree  was 
full  of  efcutcheons,  armorial  bearings,  man- 
tles of  ermine,  &c. ;  and  all  its  branches 
were  loaded  with  coronets  of  the  different 
ranks  of  i¥>bility,  with  blue  ribbons,  and 
titles  in  parchment.  At  the  top  of  this 
tree,  which  was  called  the  feudal  tree, 
were  feen  the  arms  of  Jm  Fayette.  During 
the  ceremony  the  pile  was  fet  on  fire,  amidft 
the  huz^zas  of  all  the  fpedtators.  It  was 
faid  that  the  King  and  Prefident  of  the  Af- 
fembly  were  to  have  lighted  it,  had  not  the 
immenfe  crowd  that  furrounded  them  pre- 
vented their  coming  near  it, 

feftival,  the  Aflembly  and  Public  FundtOnaries  all  at« 
tended  in  their  ufual  clothes. 

The  new  drefles  were  to  be,  for  the  Deputies,  a  tri- 
coloured  ribbon  fixed  in  falteer,  that  is,  crofs-wife,  to 
which  was  to  be  Tufpended  a  book  of  gilt  metal,  with 
the  words  Rights  of  Man  on  the  one  fide,  and  Conftitution 
on  the  other  ;  the  Adminiftrators  of  Departments  and 
Diftrids  were  to  have  the  fame  ribbon,  with  a  medal, 
having  the  words  RefpeSi  to  the  Law  engraved  upon  it ; 
that  to  be  worn  by  the  Members  of  Departments  was  to 
be  yellow  metal,  and  that  for  the  Members  of  Diftri£l» 
white. 

Part  II.  Vol.  III.        C  Between 
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Between  the  altar  of  the  countTy  and 
the  military  fchool  flood  a  funejral  pyramid^ 
ia  honour  of  the  citizens  who  had  died  for 
their  country  on  the  frontiers.  On  one  of 
the  fides  of  the  pyramid  was  this  infcrip- 
tion :  Tremble^  tyrants !  toe  are  rifmg  to 
avenge  them. 

The  brigands,  who  were  called  the  men 
of  the  i/^th  of  July^  or  the  conquerors  of 
the  Bajtille^  arrived  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  almoft  all  holding  one  another  by 
the  hand,  and  formings  as  it  were,  a  chain 
from  the  Baftille  to  the  Champ-de^Mars. 
In  going  along,  they  fung  the  moil  violent 
patriotic  fbngs,  and  carried  with  tl^un  a 
printing  prefs,  with  which  at  every  flop 
they  made  they  ftruck  off  frefli  copies  of 
thoiie  fongs. 

The  King  went  to  the  altar  to  take  the 
oath,  inflead  of  taking  it  in  his  place,  as> 
he  had  done  in  the  year  1790.  This  conde- 
fcenfion,  rendered  very  hazardous  by  the 
elation  of  the  moment,  and  the  Revolu- 
tionary delirium,  was  greatly  applauded: 
the  acclamations  of  Vive  le  Rai,  Vive  la 
Reine,  were  almoft  unanimous,  on  their 
Majefties  leaving  the  Champ-de-Mars,  and 
accompanied  them  from  the  Courts  of  the 
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Milittry  School  to  the  Palace.  The  con* 
courfe  of  the  Federates  were  fcfs  than  had 
been  expedted :  only  2960  had  arrived,  and 
of  that  number  2032  ought  to  have  gone  to 
the  camp  of  Soiflbn  ;  but  the  folemn  decla- 
ration of  the  danger  of  the  country  had  not 
incited  more  than  fifty  volunteers  tofet  off 
for  the  frontiers; 

Thefe  circumftanccs  gave  a  little  relief  to 
the  fears  of  a  general  confufion,  which  the 
violent  ferment  of  the  Capital  had  raifed ; 
and  the  good  news  I  received  a  few  days 
after,  relative  to  the  difpofitions  of  the  Em- 
peror and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  revived  my 
hopes.  I  thought  all  would  yet  be  faved^ 
if  we  could  manage  to  counteratfl  the  plan 
of  the  fadious  fufficienrly  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  it,  till  the  combined  armies 
had  entered  France.  The  different  letters, 
whkh  MalkUdU'Pan  wrote  to  me  at  this 
period  was  in  fubftance  as  follows  : 

On  the  15th  and  16th  of  July  he  had  had 
long  conferences  with  Count  Cobentzelp 
Count  Haugwitz,  and  M.  Heyman,  Minif- 
fers  of  the  Emperor  and  King  of  PmfTia. 
After  examining  the  authority  of  his  mif- 
fion,  and  liftening  with  extreme  attention 
to  the  reading  of  his  inftrudions,  and  his 
G  2  memorial. 
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memorial,  they  found  that  the  views  he 
held  forth  agreed  perfedbly  with  thofc  which 
the  King  had  formerly  manifefted  to  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin ,  who  had  re- 
fpedlively  adopted  them..  Th^  had  in  con- 
fequence  placed  complete  confidence  in  him, 
and  had  approved  in  every  point  the  plan 
for  the  manifefto  which  he  had  propofed  to 
them.  They  had  declared  to  him,  in  the 
moft  pofitive  terms,  that  in  the  plan  of  the 
war  there  was  no  vie^y  of  ambition,  of  per- 
fonal  intereft,  or  of  difmembering  the  king- 
dom; and  that  the  Powers  had  no  other 
view  or  intereft  than  thjat  of  reftoring  order 

^  in  France,  becaufe  there  could  be  no  peace 
between  that  country  and   its   neighbours, 

"  till  it  was  delivered  from  the  anarchy  pre- 
vailing in  it,  and  which  obliged  them  to 
keep  up  lines  of  troops  on  all  the  frontiers, 
and  to  take  extraordinary  precautions  that 
were  very Oqpenfive;  but  that  far  from  pre- 
tending  to  impofe  any  form  of  Government 
whatever  on  the  French,  the  King  would  be 
left  entirely  free  to  adt  on  that  point  in  con- 
cert with  the  nation.  They  had  alked  him 
the  moft  circumftantial  information  refpe<Sl» 
ing  the  difpofitions  of  the  interior  of  the 
kingdom,  the  public  opinion  relative  to  the 

old 
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did  fyftem,  the  Parliaments,  the  Nobility, 
&c.  They  had  confided  to  him  that  it  was 
intended  to  form  the  Emigrants  into  an 
army,  to  be  given  to  the  King  when  he  was 
fet  at  liberty.  They  had  fpoken  to  him 
with  difpleafure  and  prejudice  of  the  French 
Princes,  whom  they  fuppofed  to  have  in- 
tentions quite  the  reverfe  of  the  King's, 
particularly  that  of  adling  independently, 
and  of  appointing  a  Regent*.  In  fhort, 
after  thoroughly  difcufling  the  different  re- 
quefts  and  propofitions  which  MalUUdu^ 
Pan  was  charged  to  urge,  the  three  Minif- 
ters  had  unanimoufly  acknowledged  the 
wifdom  and  juftice  of  them,  had  each  xe- 
queded  a  memorandum  or  heads  of  them, 
and  had  given  the  moft  pofitive  aflurances 
that  the  King's  views,  which  were  perfedly 
confonant  with  thofe  of  the  Powers,  fhould 
be  ftridly  purfued. 

In  my  anfwers  to  Malkt-du-Pan^  I  tranf- 
mitted  him  new  inftrudbions,  which  the 
King  charged  me  to  fend  him  relative  to 
circumflances :  .  and   my    letters    contained 

'  •  MaUei^du-Pan  ftrongly  combated  this  fuppofitjon, 
and  obfe^ved  thai  the  intentions  of  the  Princes'  ought 
oot  to  be  taken  from  the  light  or  eager  language  of  fome 
perfons  a]K>ut  them. 

C  3,  *  exprefs 
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exprefs  recommendations  of  all  the  peace- 
able citizens,  whom  his  Majefty  defired  to 
fee  not  only  fpared,  buteffeftually  proteded, 
both  them  and  their  property. 

The  Jacobins  were  now  plotting  a  more 
decifive  infurredlrion ;  and  a  regular  plan 
was  laid,  which  was  to  have  been  carried 
into  execution  on  the  29th  of  July,  but  for- 
tunately the  efforts  that  were  ufed  to  render 
it  abortive,  proved  fuccefsful  for  the  time. 
Convinced,  however,  that  it  was  only  poft* 
poned,  I  became  more  and  more  anxious 
that  the  King  and  the  Royal  Family  fhould 
quit  Paris ;  and  after  confulting  M*  d^Her^ 
villy  on  the  military  preparations,  I  drew  up 
a  plan  for  their  removing  with  fafety  to  the 
Caftle  of  Gaillon  in  Normandy,  his  Majefty 
having  pofitively  declared  to  mc  that  he 
would  not  go  beyond  the  limits  fettled  by 
the ,  law  *. 

*  An  account  is  given  of  the  plot  of  the  Jacobips 
here  alluded  to,  and  alfo  of  my  plan  for  the  King's  rc- 
iTioval  from  Paris,  in  my  Private  Memoirs,  Vol.  IIJ. 
Chap.  XXX.  XXXI.  and  XXXII* 
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CHAPTER   XXV. 


The  real  Danger  of  the  Courdry-^The  />- 
derates  fend  a  Deputation  to  the  Affem- 
hly^  with  an  Addrefo — The  Excefs  to 
which  fome  of  the  Jacobin  Deputies  were 
carried  by  the  Defri  of  annihilating 
RoyaUy — Their  Fea/ts  of  the  Armyr— 
Mwrefchai  Luckner^s  Arrival  in  Paris — 
His  Letter  to  the  AJfembly — The  Jaco^ 
bins  charge  him  with  ContradiSHons — 
Dumourier*s  Letters  to  the  AJfembly  in 
Luckner's  Abfencefrom  the  Army — Afa- 
nituvres  to  obtain  a  Decree  of  Impeach* 
ment  againji  La  Fayette — Luckner  mado 
C  4  a  Tool 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24  AS^ALS   OP  THB  [July  1792. 

a  Tool  for  that  Purpofe — Attempt  to  in- 
timidate the  King  to  recal  RoUand, 
Servan^  and  Claviere  —  Formal  Procla^ 
mation  of  the  Country  -being  in  Danger 
"--rPatriotic  Enrolments — Seditious  Ad-- 
drejfes  to  the  Affemhly — La  Source^s  Mo-^ 
tion  refpeSiing  the  Dangers  of  the  Coun^ 
try — Decree  of  the  Affemhly^  extending 
the  Refponfrhility  of  the  Minijlers. 

1  HE  Affembly  had  proclaimed  the  danger 
of  the  country,  and  it  was  but  too  real ; 
but  it  was  not  to  the  cqalition  of  the  Powt 
crs*,  nor  to  the  religious  troubles,  nor  to  the 
flight  Royalift  commotion  renewed  at  Barres, 
in  the  Department  of  Ardeche^,    that  it 

*  At  this  period  arrived  tjic  friendly  but  negative 
jiote  of  the  Englifh  Court,  in  reply  to  that  v^rhich  M, 
Chauvelirtf  the  Mjnifler  of  France,  had  been  charged 
to  prefent  to  it,  to  requeft  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  ufc 
his  influence  with  his  allies,  to  prevent  their  acceding 
to  the  coalition  againft  France.  See  Apptndls^^  .  No. 
XXVII. 

t  M.  du  Saillant  was  at  the  head  of  this  Royalift  in« 
furredion  ;  but  his  little  army,*compofed  of  the  wreck 
of  the  famous  camp  of  Jalis,  was  fuon  routed  ;  and  he 
was  hin^felf  taken  ^|id  put^tp  de^tb  on  the  )8th  of 

Juiyr   • 
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was  to  h6  attributed.  It  was  neither  the 
fcourge  of  war,  nor  the  calamities  infepa* 
table  from  it,  that  was  moft  to  be  dreaded; 
the  fcourge,  a  thoufand  times  more  to  be 
dreaded,  of  anarchy,  and  of  the  defpotifm 
of  the  mob,  which  all  the  manoeuvres,  all 
the  plots  of  the  Jacobins  againft  the  King 
and  againft  the  Monarchy,  tended  to  efta- 
blifh,  cotiftituted  the  real  danger  of  the 
country.  They  had  already  fucceeded  in 
rendering  the  Sittings  of  the  Lcgiflativc 
Body  as  fcandalous  as  thofc  of  their  Club, 
by  the  audacity  and  violence  of  the  motions, 
petitions,  and  addreffes  daily  introduced; 
and  although  the  conduct  of  the  King  and 
of  the  Miniftcrs  was  as  moderate  and  as 
circumfpedt  as  it  was  poffible  to  be,  the; 
Executive  Power  was  forever  the  objed 
of  their  declamations,  and  of  the  grofTeft 
infults. 

It  was  thus  that  the  fadious,  who  were 
determined  on  a  decree  for  lufpcnding  th^ 
King,  or  declaring  that  he  had  forfeited  the 
Crown,  flattered  themfelves  to  prepare  the 
public  tnind  for  that  grand  crime.  They 
attempted  too  to  caufe  it  to  be  confidered  as 
the  wi(h  of  the  nation.  For  this  purpofc, 
they  kept  in  Paris  all  the  Federates  on  whom 
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they  could  depend,  and  engaged  them  to 
fend  a  deputation  to  the  Bar  of  the  Affcmbly 
with  an  Addrefs,  formally  demanding  the 
provifional  fufpenfion  of  the  Executive 
Power  in  the  perfon  of  the  King;  the  dis- 
charge of  the  Staff  officers,  and  perfons 
appointed  to  military  offices  by  his  Majcily; 
the  change  of  the  Judicial  Bodies  ;  a  decree 
for  impeadiing  M.  dc  la  Fayette ;  and  the 
|)uni(hment  of  the  Diredories  of  Depart- 
ments and  Diftridls,  faid  to  have  coalefced 
with  that  General  and  the  Court  againfl 
public  liberty.  Thefe  demands  were  again 
and  again  unanimoufly  applauded  by  the 
galleries.  The  Cote^droit  broke  out  into 
violent  murmurs  of  indignation,  and  feveral 
Members  defired  that  the  petitioners  ihould 
be  called  to  order.  The  majority  of  the 
Aflcmbly  feemed  to  difapprove  of  this  Ad- 
drefs, but  that  did  not  hinder  the  deputa* 
tion's  obtaining  the  honours  of  the  Sitting ; 
and  after  z,  Ihort  debate  the  Aflembly  pafled 
to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  only  refource  the  King  had  for  im* 
peding  and  delaying  the  execution  of  the 
plots  formed  againft  him,  was  to  fhow  him- 
fclf  ftill  faithful  to  the  oath  of  main- 
taiqing   the   Conftitution,    and   to    employ 
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all  che  means  in  his  power  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  it ;  becaufe  the  great  majority 
of  the  nadon,  not  initi^ed  in  the  iecret 
views  of  the  Jacobins,  ftill  adhered  to  that 
Conftitution  which  was  perpetually  invoked, 
believing  the  King  to  be  inviol^le,  and  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  declare  his  abdication, 
or  decree  his  forfeiture  of  the  Crown,  ex* 
cept  in  the  cafes  fpecified  bjr  the  Conftitu- 
tioaal  AA  *.    The  Royalift  new;fpapers  and 

pamphlets 

*  <<  The  King  Aall  be  deemed  to  liave  abdicated  the 
'*  Crown,  if  he  refufes  to  take  the  oath  of  maintaining 
**  the  ConftitDtion,  or  if,  after  taking  it,  he  retra£ls 
**  it  \  if  he  puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and 
«•  direAs  the  forces  of  it  againft  the  nation,  tycif  he 
<*  d9e$  not  oppofe  by  a  formal  aSf  fuch  an  andertaking  car^ 
**  rfedon  in  his  name ;  if  he  leaves  the  kingdom,  and 
*^  does  not,  on  being  called  upon  by  a  proclamation 
*'  iflTued  by  the  Legiflative  Body,  return  to  France.*' 
ConJUtutional  Aa,  Chap.  III.  Sea.  I.  Articles  V.  VI. 
and  VII. 

Th/tfomud  a^  required  of  the  King,  under  fo  ferious 
a  penalty,  was  afluredly  of  fufficient  importance  to  rc- 
qutVe  that  the  form  of  it  fhould  have  been  exprefsly  and 
invariably  determined,  yet  no  mention  was  made  of  it 
in  the  Conftitutional  A  A.  I  will  not  take  upon 'me  to 
fay  whether  this  filence  proceeded  from  a  fhallow  inad- 
vertence, or  from  the  deepeft  perfidy ;  but  too  certain  it 
is,  that  by  leaving  fo  vaft  a  field  open  to  arbitrary  inter- 
pretations, means  were  provided  for  the  King's  enemies 
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pamphlets  affifted  to  ftrengthen  this  opinion ; 
and  to  the  calumnies  that  were  propagated 
againft  the  King,  opp^fed  the  proofs  of  his 
fcrupulous  adherence  to  the  Conftitution,  in 
every  part  of  his  conduft,  and  of  that  of 
hisr  Minifters;  but  the  more  regular  and 
circumfpe<a  the  King  was  in  his  meafures, 
the  more  exafperated  were  the  Jacobins. 
They  would  rather  that  he  had  caufed  forae 
patriotic  Deputy  to  be  aflaffinated,  for  that 
would  have  furniflied  them  with  the  infal* 
libk  means  of  determining  the  general  in- 
furrecSlion,  which  they  wanted  in  order  to 
cnfure  fuccefs  to  the  execrable  plot  which 

to  charge  with  infufficiency  whatever  a£ls  he  might  do 
'in  oppofition  to  the  hoftile  entcrprifes  formed  in  his 
name  againft  France.  This  Louis  XVI.  experienced 
on  the  occafion  of  the  proclamation,  which  he  caufed 
to  be  publiflied  and  notified  to  all  the  Powers,  to  difa- 
vow  the  loans,  and  the  purchafes  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion made  in  his  name  by  his  brothers.  Brijfot  impu- 
dently maintained  in  the  tribune,  on  the  19th  of  July, 
that  that  proclamation,  not  being  written  and  figncd  by 
the  King's  hand,  and  having  been  notified  by  the  Mi- 
^nifter,  and  not  by  the  King  himfclf,  could  not  be  con- 
sidered in^ny  view  zst\it  formal  aH  prefcribed  by  the 
Conftitution;  and  this  abfurd  animadveifion  was  re- 
peated a  few  days  after  in  a  multitude  of  Addreffes, 
petitioning  that  the  King  fhould  be  depofed* 
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was  to  complete  the  annihilation*  of  Roy- 
alty. It  would  not  even  have  been  dif6cult» 
among  the  moft  furious  of  them,  to  find 
fome  outrageous  fanatic,  who,  to  render  an 
important  fervice .  to  the  Revolution,  would 
not  have  hefitated  to  have  had  himfelf  aflafli- 
nated,  provided  his  affaffination  might  have 
been  fo  contrived,  as  to  be  imputed  to  "the 
agents  of  the  Court,  This  is  no  vague 
conjedkure  of  mine,  but  a  fa6t  not  to  be 
doubted,  being  cftabliflied  by  the  free  and 
fpontaneous  teftimony  of  the  celebrated 
Madame  Rolland^  who  is  known  to  have 
been  the  intimate  friend  and  confidant  of 
the  principal  Members  of  the  Club  of  Ja- 
cobins *. 

The 

*  "  In  the  month  of  July  1792  the  condu6l  and  dif- 
•*  pofitions  of  the  Court  announcing-  hoftile  views> 
*<  every  one  reafoned  on  the  means  of  ob(lru£ling  themj^ 
*1  or  rendering  them  abortive.  Chabot  faid  on  this  fub- 
**  jeft,  with  that  ardour  that  fprings  from  frenzy  and 
**  not  from  ftrength,  that  it  w^ere  to  be  wiflied  that  the 
"  Court  would  make  an  attempt  upon  the  lives  of  fome 
**  patriotic  Deputies,  which  would  infallibly  caufe  an 
**  infurreftion  of  the  people,  and  was  the  only  way  of 
^*  roufmg  them,  and  producing  a  falutary  crifis.  He 
*«  grew  warm  on  this  theme,  and  expatiated'  upon  it 
**  for  a  confiderable  time.     Crangeneuve  was  one  of  a 
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The  fa<ak)us  were  no  Icfs  tormented  with 
apprehenfions  of  another  nature.  They 
doubted  the  army,  and  no  longer  depended 
on  the  patriotifm  of  the  Generals.  M.  de 
la  FayettCy  rendered   completely  unpopular 

by 


iznall  company  before  whom  this  fpeech  was  made. 
He  Hftencd  to  it  without  faying  a  word  at  the  time, 
bttt  feized  the  firft  moment  that  ofFered  to  fpeak  to 
Chabot  privately.     ^  I  was  ftruck/   faid  he,  <  with 
jiour  arguments ;  iiheyare  excellent,  but  the  Court  is 
too  cunning  ever  to  furnifh  us  with  fuch  aa  expedient. 
It  mud  be  done  for  them.     Find  men  to  ftrike  the 
blow,  and  I  devote  myfelf  as  the  vidim.'— '  \yhat! 
you  will!' — *  Certainly:  what  is  there  fo  difficult  in 
It  ?  My  life  is  not  very  ufeful,  ray  perfon  is  of  no 
importance,  and  I  ihall  be  too  happy  in  facrificing  it 
le-my  country.' — *  Ah!  my  friend,'  cried  Chabot  with 
an  air  of  infpiraiion,  •  you  (hall  not  be  the  only  one  ; 
I  will  (hare  this  glory  with  you.*—*  Do  as  you  wiJI,* 
replied  Grangeneuve\  •  though  one  might  be  enough » 
two  may  do  ftill  better:  but  there  will  be  no  glory  in 
this,  for  nobody  mud  know  any  thing  of  it :  let  us 
then  think  of  the  means/     Chabot  undertook  to  ma- 
nage   the   affair.     A   few   days  after,  he  informed 
Grangeneuve  that  he  had  engaged  people^  and   that 
every  thing,  was  ready.     •  Well*  then/  feid  Grange* 
neuvcf  *  let  us  fix  the  time*    We  will  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee to-morrow  night ;  I  will  leave  it  at  half  after 
ten  o'clock,    and  (hall  pafs  through   fuch  a  ftreet> 
which  is  little  frequented,  where  you  muft  poft  your 
people ;  but  take  care  they  know  what  they  are  about ; 

*  their 
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by  his  letter  to  the  Aflcmbly,  and  his  pe- 
tition, was  in  their  eyes  no  longer  the  hero 
of  the  two  worlds,  the  founder,  the  de- 
fender of  liberty,  of  the  rights  of  man, 
&c. ;  they  faw  in  him  only  a  traitor  fold  to 
the  Court.  Marcfchal  Luckncr^  of  whom 
they  had  fo  much  boafted,  and  whofe  mili- 
tary talents  and  patriotifm  they  had  fo  much 
exaggerated,  had  difUpated  all  their  enthu- 
(iafm  by  adhering  to  the  meafures  of  his 
colleague.     His  arrival  at  Paris  a  few  days 

^  their  buflnefs  is  to  kill  us  at  once,  and  not  to  maim  us/ 
**  They  fettled  the  hour,  concerted  the  preparations, 
**  and  Grangeneuve  went  home  and  ndade  his  will,  and, 
'<  after  arranging  fome  family  affairs,  kept  his  appoint- 
**  ment.  He  was  firft  at  the*  place  ;  the  hojir  arrived, 
'*  but  no  Chaboi  came.  Grangemuve  concluded  that  he 
*^  had  r(;linquifhed  his  (hare  of  the  aflaflination,  but 
''  dill  fuppofing  matters  prepared  for  his  own,  he  fet 
^*  out,  and  took  the  way  agreed  upon,  walking  flowly, 
**  but  not  a  creature  did  he  meet.  Left  he  (hould  have 
**  miftakea  the  hour,  he  went  a  fecond  time  over  the 
*^  ground,  and  was  at  laft  obliged  to  go  home  fafe  and 
'*  found,  but  extremely  out  of  humour  at  the  trouble 
"  he  had  taken  for  nothing.  Chabbt  averted  his  re- 
"  proaches  with  wretched  evafions,  and  did  not  belie 
**  the  cowardice  of  a  prieft,  or  the  hypocrify  of  a 
*«  capuchin."  See  the  article  of  Grangeneuve  in  the 
Memoirs  of  Madame  Roll  and,  publijhed  under  the  title  of 
An  Appeal  to  Impartial  Pofterity. 

after 
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after  M.  de  la  Fayette  had  left  it  caufing 
the  Aflembly  to  fear  that  he  might  alfo  be 
come  to  prefent  them  a  petition  againft  the 
outrages  of  the  20th  of  June,  in  the  name  of 
his  army,  they  haftened  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  report  of  the  Cortmiffion  of  the 
Twelve  refpedling  a  General's  right  of  pe- 
titioning, and  decreed  that  the  Marclchal 
fliould  come  and  give  an  account^of  the 
orders  he  had  received,  and  of  thofe  he  had 
given,  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, and '  that  he  fliould  prefent  .at  the 
fame  time  a  ftatement  of  all  that  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  enfure  fuccefs  to  the  operations  in 
future. 

Marefchal  Luckner,  not  very  well  fatis- 
fied  with  this  reception,  wrote  to  the  Prefi- 
dent,  that,  as  a  General  of  the  French  army, 
it  was  only  to  the  King  as  Generalifllmo, 
and  to  the  Minifter  appointed  to  tranfmit 
him  privately  his  orders,  that  he  could  give 
the  account  required  of  him,  and  that  it 
would  be  found  in  his  correfpondence  with 
the  Minifters,  a  communication  of  which 
the  Aflembly  had  demanded,  and  in  the 
journals  of  his  Staff.  **  All  thefe  circum- 
**  fiances,**  added  he,  "which  are  purely 
•*  military,  are  clofely  conneded  with  the 

*'  future. 
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*•  future  operations  of  the  campaign,  re- 
"  fpediing  which,  prudence  and  my  duty 
**  oblige  me  to  be  fecrct.  It  is  for  the  Na- 
••  tional  Aflembly  to  examine  what  in  the 
**  conduct  of  the  war  is  entirely  foreign  to 
^*  their  funftions,  and  what  the  Conftitu- 
"  tion  allows  them  to  be  informed  of,  by 
•*  inquiries  made  of  the  Minifter  of  War, 
**  who  has  already  had  the  honour  of 
**  making  known  to  the  Aflembly  that  I 
•*  came  hither  by  an  order  from  the  King, 
**  to  confer  with  his  Majefty  on  our  fyftem 
**  of  defence.  As  to  the  ftatement  required 
•*  of  me  refpeding  what  is  neceflary  to 
•*  enfure  fuccefs  to  the  operations  in  future, 
•*  I  reply  that  we  want  a  great  augmenta- 
*•  tion  of  forces,  and  that  grand  aflemblage 
**  of  means  which  feemed  to  be  promifed 
**  to  us  by  the  proteftations  of  civic  zeal 
**  and  martial  enthufiafm  often  reverberated 
•*  in  the  Hall  of  the  National  Aflembly; 
•^  that  thofe  brilliant  hopes  have  not  yet 
*^  been  realifed,  that  the  army  is  fl:ill  in- 
'•  complete,  vtry  deficient  in  number,  and 
*'  no  way  recruited,  and  that  if  the  Aflem- 
*'  bly  lofe  a  moment  in  reinforcing  it,  by 
•*  all  the  means  that  depend  on  them,  oui" 
Part  IL  Vol.  IIL  D  *•  forces 
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'*  forces  will  be  immenfely  difproportioned 
^*  to  thofe  of  our  enemies/* 

This  aniwer  difpelled  all   apprehenfions 
on  the  objed:  of  the  Marefchars  journey ; 
but  the  njelancholy  truths  it  contained,  and 
the  Conftitutional  leflbns  it  gave  to  the  Af- 
fembly,    difpleafed  them  extremely.     The 
Members  of  the   Committee  of   War  af- 
ferted,  that  the  Marefchal  had  been  with' 
them  the  day  before,  had  faid  the  very  rc- 
verfe  to  them,  and  that  he  had  appeared  to 
have  no  fears  of  the  enemy.     It  was,  indeed, 
in  the  evening  that  the  Committees  met, 
and,  after  being  fortified  with  a  good  din- 
ner, the  old  General  feared  nothing,    faw 
every  thing  in  a  favourable  light,  and  faid 
all  that   he   was   defired.     In  like   manner 
next  day,    before   the  Commiffion  of   the 
Twelve,  he  was  kd  to  confefs  that  the  let- 
ter which  he  had  written  to  the  Affembly 
was  not  his  own,  that  he  had  only  figned 
it,  that  it  had  been  forced  from  him,  &c. 
This  new  contradiction  was  denounced  to 
the  Affembly,  and  annihilated  all  the  credit 
Marefchal  Luckner  ever  poffeffed  with  them* 
**  How,"  it  was  faid,  *'  are  we  to  depend 
**  upon  a  General  who,  whether  it  be  owing 

^^  to 
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**  to  doMge  or  to  drunkennefs,  changes  in 
**  the  morning  his  opinions  and  language 
**  of  the  evening?" 

Dumourier,  to  whom  Luckner  had  left 
during  his  abfence  the  command  of  the 
army,  in  which  he  already  held  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant-General  at  the  head  of  the  left 
wing,  adroitly  feized  this  opportunity  to 
endeavour  to  catch  the  confidence  which  La 
Fayette  and  Luckner  had  loft,  or  were 
lofing.  For  this  purpofe,  he  wrote  the  Af- 
lembly  a  letter,  which  they  would  no  doubt 
have  thought  rather  pompous,  had  the  ftyle 
of  it  not  been  made  palatable  hy  a  ftrong 
dofe  of  the  moft  encouraging  patriotic  vaun- 
tings,  interfperfed  with  critical  and  malici- 
ous reflexions,  well  calculated  to  conciliate 
the  favour  of  the  enemies  of  the  two  Gene- 
rals and  of  the  Miniftry*.  Among  other 
he<ftorings  iii  this  letter  was  that  of  having, 
with  600  men  and  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
defended  for  two  whole  hours,  foot  to  foot, 
the  little  unfortified  town  of  Orchis,  which 
was  attacked  at  once  at  three  different  pofts 
by  above  6,000  Auftrians,  with  feveral 
pieces    of  cannon  and    howitzers,    aqd  of 

♦  See  Dumouner's  letter.  Appendix,  No.  XXVIII. 
/D  2  having 
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having  made  a  very  honourable  retreat,  after 
iofing  only  eight  men  and  one  cannon, 
while  the  Auftrians  had  left  twenty 
dead,  and  carried  off  eleven  waggons  of 
wounded.  What  fuccefs  might  not  be 
hoped  from  fo  brilliant  an  outfet  ?  And  how 
was  it  poflible  to  do  otherwife  than  place 
great  confidence  in  a  General  who  with  6oo 
men  had  nearly  beaten  6,000  ? 

Dumourier^  pretending  to  be  ftill  igno- 
rant that  there  was  a  War  Minifter*,  wrote 
the  next  day  a  fecond  letter  to  the  Aflem- 
bly  in  the  fame  ftyle  as  thefirft;  and  an- 
nexed to  it  the  copy  of  a  letter  he  was 
writing  to  M.  de  la  Fayette^  and  a  long 
memorial  on  the  critical  pofition  in  which 
he  found  himfelf ;  on  the  dangers  of  the 
plan  of  the  campaign,  as  it  was  carrying 
on  j  on  the  changes  neceflary  to  be  made  in 
it,  &c.  He  wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
King,  on  whom  the  cognizance  of  all  thofe 
matters  had,  by  the  Conftitution,  exclufively 
devolved,  and  fent  him  copies  of  the  fame 

*  The  ktte?  by  which  the  King  informed  the  Af- 
fcnibly  that  the  Miniftcrs  who  had  given  in  their  icfig- 
nation  would  continue  their  funAions  until  his  Majefiy 
appointed  their  fuccelTors,  had  appeared  in  gll  the 
public  papers^ 

papers'. 
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papers*  This  then  fliould  have  been  the 
only  letter  written  by  Dumourier  on  this 
occalion,  had  he  meant  only  to  perform 
his  duty ;  but  that  which  he  wrote  to  the 
Aflembly  was,  even  by  its  irregularity, 
infinitely  more  ufeful  to  his  views.  It  was, 
in  fadl,  only  raifing  himiclf  to  the  height  of 
things  {a  la  hauteur  des  cir  con  fiances)^ 
and  anticipating  an  event  very  near  at  hand, 
to  regard  the  Aflembly  as  already  inverted 
with  the  Executive  Power^  which  it  was 
evidently  their  intention  to  ufurp.  They 
were  pleafed  with  Dumourier  for  his  ho- 
mage unconftitutional  as  it  was,  and,  in 
fpite  of  the  forcible  remonflrances  of  fome 
Members  of  the  Cote^droit,  they  referred 
his  letter,  not  to  the  Executive  Power,  as 
they  ought  to  haVe  done,  but  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee. 

The  enemies  of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  power- ' 
fully  re-inforced  by  their  coalition  with  Du^ 
mourier^s  partizans,  became  doubly  in- 
veterate againft  him ;  and  although  his  con- 
du61:  had  been  fully  juftified  by  the  report  of 
the  Commiflion  of  the  Twelve,  they  did 
not  defpair  of  obtaining  againft  him  a  de- 
cree of  impeachment,  for  which  the  moft 
infolent  petitions  were  daily  prefented  at  the 
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Bar  of  the  Affcmbly.  This  miferable  farce, 
fo  often  played  by  the  Jacobins,  was  too 
well  known  and  too  much  worn  out  to  pro- 
duce of  itfelf  a  decifive  efFedl ;  recourfe^was 
therefore  had  to  other  manoeuvres •  The 
principal  Members  of  the  Gironde  party* 
being  one  day  together  at  the  houfe  of  their 
worthy  friend  the  Abbe  Gobet^  the  Confl:i- 
tutional  Bifhop  of  Paris,  with  Marefchal 
Luckner,  egged  him  on  to  fpeak  a  great 
deal^— it  was  after  dinner — and  pretended 
that  he  had  owned  to  them  that  M.  de  la 
Fayette  had  propofed  to  him  to  march  their 
armies  to  Paris.  The  next  day  one  of 
the  {La  Source)  denounced  this  avowal  to 
the  Affembly  in  the  debate  on  the  report  of 
the  Commiflion  of  the  Twelve  relative  to 
M.  de  la  Fayette.  **  Inlhort,  it  is  a  fad:/* 
faid  he;  "I  fcarcely  dared  to  write  it,  the 
^*  very  letters  I  formed  feenaed  all  blood. 
*•  The  bandage  muft  now  fall  from  thp  eyes 
^*  of  every  candid  man  who  yet  remains, 
♦^  what  I  myfelf-was,  the  dupe  of  the  moft 
**  odious  oftraitors, .  theadmirer  of  the  vileft 
*<  of   men.      Will  you  be  able  to  Refrain 

♦  Brrffht,   Guadetf   DelmaSf    Genfomit    ta  Marque, 
liH  SQurce^  and  HfrauH  de  $e(heUes^ 
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**  from  (huddering  with  horror  ?  La  Fayette 
**  attempted  to  march  the  troops   towards 
Paris,  and  to  engage  the  noble  Luckner^ 
who  was  not  to  be  feduced,  to  join  in  that . 
**  a<5l  of  villany  and  high  trcafon.     The  pro- 
•*  pofal  was  made  to  Luckner  through  M. 
•'  Bureau  de  Puzy.    I  here  appeal  to  the 
•*  tcftimony  of  fix  of  my  colleagues,    to 
•*  whom  this  execrable  project  was  revealed 
*'  at  the  fame  time  it  was  to  me/*    Upon 
this  Guadet  declared,   **  that  having  alked 
**  the  Marefchal  whether  it  was  true  that 
•*  it  had  been  propofed  to  him  to  march  to 
•*  Paris  after  the  events  of  the  20th  of  June, 
•'  the  anfwcr  he  made  was  fo  remarkable, 
•*  that  he  {Guadet)  had  thought  it  right 
*^  to  commit  it  to  paper,  and  he  would  read 
•*  it/*    It  was  as  follows :  /  do  not  deny  it : 
it  was  M.  Bureau  de  Puzy,  who  I  believe 
was  thrice  Prefident  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly.     I  anfwered  him — /  xdll  march 
only  againjl  the  enemy  from  without ;  La 
Fayette  may  do  as  he  pleafes;   but  if  he 
marches  againjl  Paris  I  xvill  march  againfl 
him^  and  I  will  drub  him. 

It  was  difficult  to  doubt  that  this  anfwer 
was  exactly  reported  :  it  feemed  to  have 
been    taken  from  the  Marefchars  mouth. 
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It  was  written  in  his  broken  French  ;  and 
bcfides,  the  paper,  which  was  dcpofited  on 
the  table,  was  figned  by   Guadet^  and  all 
the  other  Members  who  were  prefcnt  at  the 
converfation,  except  Heranlt  de  SechelUs. 
So  ferious  was   the  charge   refulting  from 
this  againft  M.  de  la  Fayette^  that  his  ene- 
mies thought  themfelves  furc  of  obtaining  a 
decree  of  impeachment ;  and   the  more   fo, 
as  at  the  fame  moment  the  Affembly  were 
informed  that  the  alarm  bell  was  ringing  in 
the  Parifli  of  St.  Rock,  and  that  a  great 
concourfe  of  citizens  were  coming  towards 
the  Thuilleries,    on    the    pretence  of   the 
Members     of     the    Affembly     being     in 
danger.     It  is  more  than  probable  that  this 
popular  commotion  happening  fo  precifely 
at  the  time  that  M.  de  la  Fayette  was   de-' 
nounced  as  guilty  of  high  treafon,  had  been 
raifed  by  the  Jacobins  in  order  to  intimidate 
^nd  weaken  that  General's  party.     HowevcF 
that  was,  the  debate  was  interrupted  to  at- 
tend to  PitioUf  who,  Jiaving  by  the  om- 
nipotence of  his  influence  over  the  populace, 
prevailed  upon  them  not  to  enter  the  Thuil- 
leries^ came  to  give  an  account  of  it  to  the 
Legiflative  Body,  and  to  difpel  their  alarms. 
The  Affembly,  after  teftifying  by  their  ap- 
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plaufe  how  much  they  were  fatisfied  with 
the  refpcft  of  the  citizens  for  the  law,  and 
the  Mayor's  zeal  to  maintain  ir,  refumed 
the  debate,  and  decreed,  by  a  great  ma- 
jority, that  it  fhould  be  adjourned  till  after 
an  inquiry  into  the  fad:  denounced  by 
Guadct  and  the  other  Deputies,  who,  as 
well  as  he  had  attefted  by  their  fignatures 
the  exadnefs  of  the  reply  faid  to  have  been 
made  by  Marefchal  Luckner. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  was  mpch  indebted  on 
this  occafion  to  the  eloquence  and  courage 
with  which  he  was  defended  by  the  worthy  . 
Dumoulard^  who,  in  fpite  of  the  mur- 
nt^urs,  hootings,  and  vociferations  by  which 
he  was  every  inftant  interrupted,  vidlori- 
oufly  refuted  all  the  cenfures  caft  on  M. 
de  la  F^ette,  and  expofed  the  manoeuvres 
of  his  flandercrs  with  the  real  caufes  of  their 
inveteracy  againft  him*. 

The  fadlion  who  were  determined  on  the 
yuin  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  had  alfo  deter- 
mined on  filling  up  the  places  of  the  Minif- 
Jcrs  whom  they  had  reduced,  by  means  of 

*  I  never  was  pcrfonally  acquainted  with  M.  Du» 
moulardj  but  from  his  conduft  in  this  Aflembly,  an4 
the  principles  he  always  profelTed,  I  confidered  him  as 
one  of  the  moft  eftim^ble  Members  of  the  Cote-drost. 
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perfecutions  and  outrages,  to  the  neceffity  of 
rcfigning,  on  the  grounds  of  their  thinking 
that  they  could  no  longer  be  of  ufe  to  the 
common- weal.  The  King,  in  accepting 
their  refignation,  had  defired  them  to  con- 
tinue their  fundtions  till  he  had  appointed 
their  fucceffors ;  but  that  appointment  was 
delayed  from  day  to  day,  from  th«  extreme 
difficulty  of  finding  worthy  men  both  able 
and  willing  to  undertake  thofe  offices.  The 
fadious,  impatient  at  the  delay,  fucceeded 
in  obtaining  a  decree  on  the  21ft  of  July, 
ordering,  **  that  it  fhould  be  declared  to  the 
'*  King  that  the  fafety  of  the  country  loudly 
*'  calle3  upon  him  to  form  a  Miniftry ,  and  that 
**.  it  could  not  be  deferred  without  an  incon- 
V  ceivable  increafe  of  the  dangers  which 
**  threatened  liberty  and  the  Conftitution.*' 
They  flattered  themfelves  that  this  decree 
would  throw  the  King  into  an  embarraflment 
which  might  induce  him  to  recal  Rolland,  Ser^ 
van  ^^r\d  Clavier e;znd  three  of  the  chief  mem- 
bers of  the  Gironde  party  had  even  the  im- 
pudence to  propofe  this  meafure  to  him  as 
the  only  one  that  could  Ihield  his  Majefty 
from  the  dangers  that  menaced  him*.     The 

^  ♦  For  further  proofs  of  this  confpiracy  rcfpeSing  the 
impending  inrurredion,  See  Private  Memoirs,  Vol.  IIL 
page  25  to  38,  ' 
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propofal,  however,  had  no  efFed:,  and  the 
Miniftry  was  foon  after  formed*. 

The  King  having  fandioncd  the  decree 
which  declared  the  country  in  danger,  it 
was  proclaimed  in  the  Capital  with  all  the 
form  and  ceremony  fuited  to  make  a  great 
impreflion.  On  the  22d  of  July,  by  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  was  announced 
by  three  difcharges  of  the  alarm  guns  of 
the  park  of  artillery,  of  the  PonUneuf^ 
and  of  the  Arfenal,  which  were  re- 
peated every  hour  till  feven  o'clock  at  night. 
At  fen  in  the  morning,  twelve  Municipal 
officers  in  their  fcarfs,  feveral  Notables 
and  four  ferjeants^  paraded  out  of  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville  into  the  Place-de-Greve,  where' 
they  found  waiting  fix  legions  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  with  their  colours,  drums,  and 
mufic,  and  detachments  of  horfe  with  their 

•  On  the  aift  of  July,  M.  de  MoncUU  Minifterof 
the  Interior,  and  M.  de  Lacojiiy  Minifter  of  the  Marine, 
were  fucccedcci,  the  former  by  M.  de  Champion^  and  the 
latter  by  M.  du  Bouchage.  On  the  '23d,  M.  de  Lajard 
was  fucceeded  by  M.  Dahancourt  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment. On  the  30th  Le  Roux  de  Lannlle  was  appointed 
to  the  Department  of  the  Finances  in  the  place  of  M. 
de  Beaulieu  ;  and  on  the  ift  of  Augult,  the  Department 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  which  was  held  by  M.  Chambmai^ 
vras  cntrufted  to  M*  Bigot  de  St.  Qroi:^. 
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trumpets  and  feveral  pieces  of  cannon. 
Thefe  troops  were  divided  into  two  bodies, 
headed  by  fix  Municipal  Officers  on  horfe- 
back,  and  a  proportionate  number  of 
Notabks,  preceded  by  a  National  guard 
on  horfeback,  carrying  a  large  tri-coloured 
banner,  on  which  appeared  the  words. 
Citizens!  the  country  is  in  danger.  On 
either  fide  of  this  banner  rode  four  ferjeants 
on  horfeback,  each  carrying  an  enfign  loaded 
with  civic  crowns,  and  on  which  were  the 
words,  Liberty,  Equality,  Conjlitutian, 
Country ;  and  below  thefe.  Publicity,  Re^ 
ponjibility.  In  this  order  the  two  trains  fet 
out  from  the  Place-de-Greve  in  diflFcrent 
direftions,  to  go  and  proclaim  in  all  the 
quarters  of  the  town  the  A€t  declaring  the 
country  in  danger.  It  was  read  by  a  Mu- 
nicipal Officer,  after  a  fignal  for  filence 
given  by  a  roll  of  the  drums.  During  the 
march  the  bands  played  only  grand  and 
folemn  movements,  fuitable  to  the  occafion. 
In  the  chief' public  places  large  amphi- 
theatres were  raifed,  terminating  with  tents 
ornamented  with  tri-coloured  ftreamers, 
wreaths  of  oak  leaves,  and  civic  crowns* 
On  each  fide  of  the  tents  was  a  pike,  on 
which  was  a  red  cap.     In  front  of  the  am* 
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phitheatre,  a  board  placed  on  two  drumheads 
ferved  as  a  defk  for  infcribing  the  names  of 
the  citizens  who  were  difpofed  to  march  to 
the  frontiers,  and  their  certificates  of  enrol- 
ment were  immediately  delivered  to  them. 
All  who  offered  themfclves  were  admitted 
without   any  objedlion  as  to  age,  fize,  or 
trade.     Thefe  patriotic  enrolments  continued 
for  nearly  a  week.     Every  evening  the  Mu- 
nicipal Officer  was  feen  exhaufted  with  heat 
and  fatigue,  going  from  the  amphitheatre, 
with   his   regifter   under   his   arm,    to    the 
Hotel  deVilky  accompanied  with  his  enfans 
de  la  patricy  children  of  the  country,  his 
harveft  of  the   day,    a  grotefque   phalanx 
that  marched  the  day  following  for  the  fron- 
tiers, or  the  camp  at  Soiffons.     Let  us  go 
for  glory,  was  their  fong  all  the  way.     In 
this   manner   went   off   fome   thoufands  * ; 
fcarcely  one  in  a  hundred  ever  returned. 

Some  of  thefe  miferable  citizen  foldiers, 
who  two  days  before  were  feen  in  the  flreets 
receiving  charity,  or  cleaning  ihoes,  deem- 
ing themfelves,  no  doubt,  rendered  fuffi- 
cicntly  illuftrious  by  their  enrolment  to 
figure  at  the  Bar  of  the  Affembly,  prefented 

•  About  15,00a 
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themfelves  there  at  the  moment  of  their 
departure,  and  demanded,  in  the  name  of 
the  country  which  they  were  going  to  fave^ 
the  depofition  of  the  Executive  Power,  or 
that  at  leaft  no  order  ihould  be  iflued  diredlly 
from  it,  till  previoufly  communicated  to 
the  Legiflative  Body.  The  Aflembly.  ap- 
plauded their  zeal,  and  granted  them  the 
honours  of  the  Sitting.  They  had  fome 
minutes  before  given  the  fame  reception  to 
a  band  of  Federates,  who  calling  themfelves 
the  organs  of  a  very  great  majority  of  the . 
citizens  of  the  83  Departments,  had  come 
to  make  the  fame  demand  which  had  entered 
into  the  heads  of  fome  of  their  comrades. 
•*  Determine,**  faid  they  in  their  infalent 
harangue,  *'  determine,  in  this  very  Sitting, 
**  on  the  only  means  of  redrefling  our  griev- 
**  ances ;  fufpend  the  Executive  Power. 
**  The  Conftitution  authorifes  you  to  try 
'*  him:  now  you  cannot, do  that  without 
**  having  the  right  of  fufpending  him. 
•*  Convoke  the  primary  AfTemblies,  in  or- 
**  der  to  know,  in  a  diredt  and  certain  maix- 
**  ner,  the  will  of  the  nation.  Caufe  a 
'*  National  Convention  to  be  appointed,  to 
**  decide  on  certain  articles  faid  to  be  Con- 
•»  ftitutional.     There  is  not  a  moment  to  be 

'*loft. 
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••  loft.  Have  a  care  of  ^rawing  upon  your- 
•*  felves  a  terrible  refponfibility.  If  you 
•*  givt  the  nation  a  proof  of  inability,  they 
•*  will  have  but  one  refource  remaining, 
•*  that  of  putting  forth  their  whole  ftrength, 
**  and  crufliing  their  enemies  themfelves.^* 

In  vaiji  did  the  Members  of  the  Coti- 
droit  exprefs  their  indignation,  and  move 
for  cenfures  on  thefe  unconftitutional  peti- 
tions, which  followed  one  after  another  at 
«very  Sitting,  fupported  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  fignatures;  they  were  always  ap- 
plauded by  the  majority  of  the  Affembly, 
and  referred  to  the  Commiffion  of  the 
Twelve,  to  be  employed  when  wanted,  to 
prove  the  general  wifti  of  the  nation.  The 
depoiition  of  the  King  was  certainly  the 
wifli  of  all  the  Jacobin  Clubs,  and  confe* 
qucntly  that  of  all  thofe  furious  demagogues, 
who  everywhere  exciting  and  direcfling  at 
their  will  all  the  motions  of  a  part  of  the 
people,  or  raiher  of  the  populace,  thought 
in  their  frenzy  that  they  conftituted  the 
whole  nation,  except  the  Ariftocrats,  whom 
they  confidered  as  its  enemies. 

What  then  had  the  King  done  at  this 
period  to  draw  upon  himfelf  fuch  violent 
animofity,  and  what  new  charge  could  be 
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juftly  made  againft  him?  Not  any;  no,  not 
any :  and  I  vouch  this  important  truth 
witliout  any  apprchenfion  of  being  con- 
tradided.  I  (hall  not  here  make  a  loath- 
fofne  difplay  of  the  difgufling  motions  and 
petitions  with  which  the  tribune  and  Bar  of 
the  Aflembly  daily  rung;  I  (hall  only  ob- 
fcrvc,  that  not  a  (ingle  one  can  be  mentioned, 
containing  a  faft  which  ju(lly  merited  re- 
proach :  they  were  nothing  more  than  inde- 
cent declamations,  conjedlures,  fufpicions, 
and  vague  cenfures,  abfurd  on  the  very  face 
of  them,  or  deftitute  of  every  kind  of  proof. 
The  complaints  perpetually  renewed  of  the 
pretended  negligence  of  the  Executive  Power, 
in  completing  the  army,  providing  the  gar- 
rifons,  arming  the  National  Volunteers,  &c. 
were  all  foreign  to  the  King,  and  only  con- 
cerned the  Minifters  who  were  refponfible 
for  it.  It  will  be  readily  believed,  that  if 
there  had  been  the  flighted  grounds  againft 
them,  they  would  have  been  impeached. 
The  declamations  and  cenfures  fo  often  re- 
peated, on  account  of  his  Majefty's  refufal 
to  fandtion  the  two  decrees  relative  to  the 
nonjuring  pricfts,  and  the  formation  of  a 
camp  of  20,000  men,  were  evidently  un- 
conftitutional  and  groundlefs.     In  faft,  for 
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fix  weeks  no  new  denunciation  of  religious 
difturbances  had  been  made  to  the  Afferably; 
they  had  all  been  prevented  by  the  ikn£t 
execution  of  the  exifting  laws  t  and  as  for 
the  camp,  it  was  generally  acknowledged 
that  the  one  formed  at  Soiflbns,  by  the  King's 
order,  was  much  more  advantageoufly  fitu* 
ated  to  protedt  the  Capital,  and  re-inforcc 
our  armies  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  than  that 
would  have  been  which  the  Affembly  wifhed 
to  have  flationed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Paris.  The  country  had  been  declared  in 
danger  by  a  decree  pafled  on  the  nth  of 
July,  after  feveral  days*  deliberation,  and 
proclaimed  with  the  moft  ilriking  fokmnity: 
but  fuppofing  that  danger  really  to  have 
cxitted,  the  Aflcmbly  were  the  Icfs  warranted 
to  accufe  the  King  of  it,  as  twelve  days 
after  they  had  pafTed  that  famous  decree, 
they  were  completely  ignorant  what  the 
dangers  they  had  proclaimed  confifted  of. 
This  very  remarkable  facS  is  certainly  efta- 
blilhed  beyond  difpute  by  the  unanimity 
with  which  they  adopted,  in  the  Sitting  of 
the  23d  of  July,  the  motion  made  in  the 
following  words  by  La  Source,  one  of  the 
moft  violent  Members  of  the  Gironde 
faftion : 
Part  II.  Vol.  IlL        E         •*  I  mavc 
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**  I  move  that  you  Tcfcr  to  the  Cofnmif- 
•«  ficm  of  the  Twelve  the  quefldoa  couched 
*•  in  teirris  fo  precife^  that  they  cannot  wan* 
^*  der  from  it  in  their  Report  >  and  the  form 
**  I  propofe  to  you  is  this  :  ••  What  aa-i  the 
•*  dangers  of  the  country^  What  art  the 
**  caTjfes  of  thofe  dangers?  Are  the  mea^ 
••  fures  hitherto  employed  Jufficiera  ?  Is  it 
**  neceffary  to  employ  extraordinary  ones? 
^'  Whdt  are  they*? 

The  only  fault  then  that  Lonis  XVl. 
could  have  at  this  time  in  the  eyes  of  the 
fa^tfOUSy  was  his  retaining  the  title  of  King 
in  a  Government  no  longer  Monarchical, 
and  remaining  faithful  to  a  Conftitution 
which  they  no  longer  wifhed  to  have.  They 
accufed,  infulted^  and  degraded  his  Majeily, 

*  The  Can^miffion  smfwered  the  two  laft  queflions- 
the  very  next  day,  by  piopoling  to  the  Ailembly  to  de- 
cree that  aU  the  National  guards  of  the  kingdom,  at  the 
rate  of  one-fixth  of  the  a£livc  citizens  of  each  Depart- 
ment, (bould  be  at  the  call  of  the  Generals,  and  it  was 
fo  decreed.  Some  Members  of  the  Cote-gauche  infifted 
<on  immediately  opening  the  debate  with  the  queflion, 
whether  the  K.ing  had  incurred  a  forfeiture ;  but  the 
Reporter  fliowed  the  danger  of  being  too  precipitate  in 
the 'inquiry  into  meafures  that  called  forth  a  rcafonable 
fear  of  treafdns,  and  the  Aflembly  pafled  to  the  order  of 
the  day. 
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in  order  to  colour  their  execrable  plots  with 
fame  pretext,  fome  appearance  of  juftice, 
to  accelerate  the  execution,  and  enfure  the 
fuccefs  of  them,  by  rendering  the  people 
accomplices.  Their  manoeuvres,  which  I 
watched  with  all  poflible  vigilance,  became 
daily  more  alaraiing.  I  was  informed  that 
a  clandeftine  meeting  had  been  held  at  Cha- 
renton,  compofed  of  the  moft  violent  Re« 
volutionifts  in  the  Affembly,  and  of  the 
Jacobins;  that  the  projefted  infurredion 
was  ultimately  fixed  for  the  9th  or  10th  of 
Auguft;,  that  after  having  plundered  the 
Palace,  and  forced  the  King  to  take  refuge 
in  the  Affembly,  the  populace  were  to  de* 
mand  his  depoiition  in  fo  peremptory  a 
ftile  that  the  Affembly  would  not  dare  to 
refufe. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Gironde  fadion,  who 
had  planned  the  infurredtion,  did  not  at 
that  time  intend  to  overfct  the  Monarchy ; 
their  deiign  was  to  dethrone  the  King, 
make  the  Crown  pafs  to  hia  fon,  and 
eftablifh  a  Council  of  Regency,  which  they 
would  have  compofed  of  their  creatures, 
over  whom  they  would  always  have  had 
fufiicient  influence  to  obtain  whatever  nioney 
or  employments  they  demanded.  But  as 
E  2  they 
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they  knew  that  it  is  caficr  to  excite  a  violent 
infurredion,  than  to  moderate  it,  or  pre- 
fcribe  its  bounds,  fo  as  to  obtain  theprecifc 
objed:  they  had  in  view,  they  were  in- 
clined to  relinquifli  their  plan,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  King  would  agree  to  recal  the 
three  Minifters,  who  were  too  much  devoted 
to  them  to  have  refuied  them  any  thing; 
which  was  the  inducement  of  their  propofal 
to  his  Majefty. 

Thp  King's  refufal  having  rendered  this 
projed  abortive,  the  Girondifts^formed  that 
of  alluming  indiredly  the  appointment  of 
the  Minifters,  by  arbitrarily  augmenting 
their  refponfibility,  and  by  rendering  it  con- 
joint, and  unlimited.  They  therefore  pro- 
pofed  the  following  decre?,  which  was 
paffed  by  a  great  majority  after  a  long  de- 
bate : 

**  The  National  Aflcmbly  confidering  that 
**  it  is  the  moft  facred  of  their  duties  to  ufe 
*'  all  the  means  which  the  Conftitution  has 
•*  given  them,  to  prevent  or  fpeedily  termi- 
^*  nate  the  danger  of  the  country ;  confider- 
**  ing  that  nothing  can  contribute  more 
•*  effedlually  to  the  attainment  of  this  im- 
•*  portant  objed,  than  to  give  to  the  refpon- 
•*  fibility  of  the  Minifters,  and  public  or 

**  private 
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"  private    Counfellors    of    the    Executive 
"  Power  all  the  latitude  which  the  fafcty  of 
*'  the  State  requires  in  fuch  circumftances, 
"  declare,  that  when  the  Legiflative  Body 
••  has  proclaimed,  in  the  forms  prefcribed 
"  by  the  decree  of  the  5th  of  this  month, 
*'  that  the  country  is  in  danger,  independ- 
**  ently  of  the  cafes  in  which  the  agents  of 
^*  the  Executive  Power  are  ufually  refpon- 
*'  lible,    all   the   Minifters    are   conjointly 
•*  refponfible,  as  well  for  the  ads  refolved 
**  upon  in  tlie  Council,  relative  to  the  inte- 
*•  rior  an4  exterior  fafety  of  the  State,  that 
"  fhould  have  caufed  the  danger,   as  for 
*•  ncgleding  the  meafures  which  ought  to 
•*  have  been  taken  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
"  it;  which  joint  refponfibility  Ihall  take 
**  place   equally  againft  all  the   Minifters 
**  after  the  proclamation,  and  while  it  con- 
**  tinues  unrevoked :  Declare,  in  like  man- 
'*  ner,  that  in  cafe  of  the  faid  proclamation, 
"   the  Counfellors  of  the-  King,   whoever 
**  they  may  be,  are  perfonally  refponfible 
**  for  the  prefent  misfortunes,  and  for  aU 
*'  thofe   that  may  be   the  confequence  of 
*•  them." 

Notwithftanding   this   decree,    the   King 
ftill   found  fome  worthy  men  fo  bold,  fo 

E  3  devoted 
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|dcvotcd  to  his  perfon,  as  to  accept  the  vacant 
places  in  the  Miniftry ;  but  at  this  dreadful 
moment,  of  what  ufe  could  Minifters  the 
moft  faithful,  the  moft  able,  be  to  his  Ma- 
jefty?  Alas  !  there  was  but  one  fervice  they 
could  render  him,  and  that  was  to  prevail 
upon  him,  by  their  counfels,  to  leave  Paris. 
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CHAPTER   XXVh 


Rapid  FfQgrefs  of  Seditien^^Infurr^ions 

in  tike  Fanixbawrgs  to  go  and  take  'away 

the  Arms  reported  to  ie  'CoUeGtM  at  the 

PalacC'-^bicreafe  4sf  Ernigration^-^Mea^ 

fwres  taken  agmnji  it — Addrefsfrom  the 

Ajp^rd>ly  to  the  King  drawn  up  by  Gua^ 

det  —  Brijffbt*s    Motion  for   inquiring 

zvhsLt  ASls  ttre  n  Forfeiture  of  the  Crown 

— The  Populace  admitted  to  the  Terrace 

of  the  Feuillans  by  the  AJfembly — M. 

Defpreminil   attacked — Manceuvres  in 

the  Garden  of  the  Thuilleries^The  King 

determines  to  quit  Paris '■^Arrival  of 

E  4  another 
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another  Body  of  Marfeillois — Their  En- 
counter withfome  of  the  Nationfil  Guard 
in  the  *Champs-Elizees — Cond^u£t  of  the 
AJfembly  on  the  Occafwn — Af.  de  la 
Fayette  exculpated  to  the  AJfembly  — 
Marefchal  Luckner  denies  the  AJfertions 
attributed  to  him — La  Fayette^s  Letter  on 
the  Occafton — The  Duke  of  Brunfwick^s 
Mdnifejio- — His  additional  Declaration 
^efpeSling  the  Perfons  of  the  King  and 
Royal  Family  -*-  Declaration  of  the 
French  Princes — Decree  in  Favour  of 
foreign  Deferters  refding  in  France^ 

Several  days  had  paffcd  fince  I  fcnt 
tny  plan  to  the  King  relative  to  the  departure 
of  himfclf  and  the  Royal  Family  for  Gail- 
Ion;  and  notwithftandiog  my  entreaties,  fo 
often  repeated,  I  had  yet  received  no  defini-* 
tive  reply  from  his  Majefty,  who  always 
gave  me  to  underfland  that  he  was  confider- 
ing  it,  and  that  he  would  inform  me  of  his 
intentions*. 

The 

f  For  a  full  account  of  this  plan  I  have  already  re- 
ferred to  the  Private  Memoirs.     It  was  at  this  time 
that  Field  Marefchal  Lefort  was  fent  to  Normandy,  pre- 
paratory 
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.  Th^  King's  want  of  decifion  on  the  means 
of  fafety  which  we  propofed  to  him,  was 
the  more  vexatious,  as  the  fymptoms  of  the 
crifis   that  threatened  him  were  increafing 
with  a  mod  alarming  rapidity.    The  ]J>eti- 
tions  and  addreiles  demanding  his  depofition 
became  daily  more  numerous  and  more  im- 
perious, and  were  even  in  a  manner  a  gene- 
jral  title  of  admiflion  to  the  Sittings  of  the 
Aflcmbly,  who  never  failed  granting  that 
honour  to  all  who  prefentcd  them  fuch  peti- 
tions^   But  one  of  their  moft  fatal  Revolu- 
tionary meafures  was  the  decree  which,  un- 
der pretence  of  the  danger  of  the  country, 
made  the  AfTemblies  of  the  Se<5tions  perma- 
nent in  the  Capital*,  and  by  that  eftabliflicd 
fo  many  focufes  of  infurredion  and   it- 
bellion. 

.  The  fufpicions,  alarms,  and  agitation  of 
the  Parifians  were  kept  up  by  the  abfurd 
reports  which  were  perpetually  fpread,  fome- 

paratory  to  the  execution  of  it.  Su  Vol.  III.  p.  fie. 
The  ncceflity  for  the  King's  departure  was  fo  generally 
felt,  that  feveral  plans  of  efcape  were  fent  to  his  Majefly ; 
one  was  from  Madame  de  StaeL  See  my  Private  Me- 
moirs^ Vol.  III.  page  57. 

♦  This  decree  was  paffcd  on  the  fi^th  of  July,  in  tKc 
Evening  Sitting. 

times 
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times  on  the  fuppo(cd  flight  of  the  King  and 
Royal  Family,  fomctimcs  on  the  pretended 
colledion  of  arms  and  ammunition  concealed 
at  the  Thuilleries.  The  Miniftcr  of  the 
Interior  wrote  to  the  Mayor,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  on  the  26th  of  July,  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  moraing,  requiring  him,  on  the  part  of 
the  King,  to  come  or  icnd  two  Municipal 
Officers  to  the  Palace  to  fearch  it ;  but  the 
Municipal  Body^  affembled  on  this  requifi- 
tion,  iniblently  refolved  that  there  was  no 
grounds  to  determine  upon,  inafmuch  as 
the  Kingjhould  premovjly  cemfe  a  decLtru- 
tivn  tif  he  made  to  ike  Committee  of  the 
SeSion,  as  well  for  himfeLf  as  for  all  per^ 
fons  refding  in  the  Palace  of  the  Thuille^ 
ries,  jof  the  arms  in  the  pojfeffion  of  'each 
of  them.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  Mayor  was  obliged  to  repair  to  the 
Fauxbourg  St,  Antoine, ,  where  a  mob  was 
cdtle<Sed  with  the  <ieiign  of  going  to  take 
away  the  arms  which  were  faid  to  be  at  the 
Palace;  nor  could  he  difperfe  them  but  by 
making  them  acquainted  with  the  letter  of 
the  Minifter,  and  the  Refolution  of  the 
•  Municipality.  He  then  went  to  the  Faux- 
4>ourg  St.  Marceau,  where  the  workmen 
were  alTembling  at  the  ringing  of  the  alarm 

,  bell. 
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bell,  and  at  the  beating  of  the  drums,  and 
reftored  peace  there  till  further  orders ;  for 
there  was  not  one  of  thofe  feditious  com- 
motions but  what  was  commanded;  and  the 
Jacobins  accufed  the  Royalifts  of  them  as 
impudently  as  they  had  accufed  the  Ariflo* 
crats  of  burning  their  own  country  houfes. 

The  continuance  and  enormity  of  thefe 
diforders  determined  a  great  many  worthy 
people  to  remove  from  the  Capital  and 
even  to  quit  the  kingdom.  Th©  Munici* 
pality,  alarmed  at  the  number  of  paiTports 
daily  given  out,  chiefly  for  England,  con- 
fidered  this  emigration,  which  was  didated 
by  prudence,  as  a  bafe  defertion  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  moment  of  danger ;  and  refolved, 
in  confequence,  unanimoufly,  that  an  Ad- 
drefs  fhould  be  prefentcd  to  the  Aflcmbly, 
demanding,  ift,  that  while  the  country 
remained  in  danger,  all  citizens,  except 
merchants  publicly  knowrij  ihould  be  pro-* 
hihited  from  leaving  the  kingdom :  2dly, 
that  the  Municipality  of  Paris  Ihould  be 
authorized  to  eftablifh  among  themfelves  a 
Committee  of  InfpetStion,  with  powers  ne^ 
ceflary  to  counteradl  effedtually,  in  thefe 
times  of  danger,  the  plots  of  the  ill  dif- 
pofed :  3dly,  that  the  property  of  Emigrants 

Ihould 
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fhould  be  confifcated  and  put  up  to  fale  as 
National  property  *. 

At  the  time  that  the  Municipality  entered 
into  this  Refolution,  the  National  Affembly, 
ftill  deliberating  on  the  dangers  of  the  coun- 
try, and  not  yet  daring  to  come  to  a  deter- 
mination on  the  petitions  relative  to  the  de- 
poiition  of  the  King,  voted  him  an  addrefs 
very  well  fuited  to  ferve  as  a  preamble  for 
fuch  a  decree,  and  to  prepare  the  minds  of 
the  people  for  it.  This  Addrefs,'  drawn  up 
by  the  Girondift  Guadet^  was  as  follows  ? 

**  Sire,  the  French  nation  have  confided 
**  to  you  the  care  of  defending  them;  yet 
**  the  officers  of  our  armies  have  fled  to  the 
••  foreign  Powers,  and  joining  your  rela- 
•*  tions,  your  courtiers,  your  guards,  are 
**  forming  an  army,  and  have  declared  war 
••  againft  us.  The  Conftitution  has  charged 
**  you  to  watch  over  the  exterior  interefts 
•*  of  the  nation,  yet  the  ally  for  whom  we 
••  have  lavifhed  our  blood  and  treafurc,  is 
••  become  our  enemy;   and   it   is  in  your 

*  The  lad  of  thefe  demands  was  decreed  unanimoufly 
in  the  Sitting  of  the  27th  of  Joly,  and  the  prohibition 
of  delirering  paffports  for  going  out  of  the  fcingdonii 
v^as  decreed  in  the  following  Sitting. 

•*  name 
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'^  name  that  he  has  raifed  againft  us  a  league 
**  of  Kings,  hoftilc  to  that  liberty  which 
**  you  have  fworn  to  maintain,  and  pro* 
•*  tedtors  of  an  authority  which  you  have  fo 
**  often  folemnly  renounced. 

*•  The  French  people  fee  their  frontiers 
**  invaded,  their  lands  threatened;  their 
•*  blood  has  been  fpilt  by  the  weapons  of 

the  foldiers  of  defpotifm.     From  one  end 

of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  pricfts,  no- 
••  bles,  fadlious  men  of  every  kind  diflurb 
•'  the  tranquillity  of  the  citizens,  and  all 
**  of  them  glory  in  the  title  of  your  defend- 
**  ers.  By  what  fatality,  Sire,  is  it  that 
•*  our  enemies  are  only  men  who  pretend 
**  to  ferve  you  ?  By  what  fatality  are  we 
*  *  obliged  to  doubt  whether  thofe  enemies 
*'  of  France  are  ferving  or  betraying  you? 

**  In  this  moment  of  danger  you  might 
*•  have  done  much,  you  might  have  done 
**  every  thing  for  the  fafety  of  the  Empire. 
*•  A  vigilant  and  firm  Miniiier,  worthy  of 
**  the  confidence  of  the  people,  fupported 
•*  by  that  of  their  Reprefentatives,  and  fure 
**  of  yours,  would  foon  have  reftored  order 
-**  in  the  armies,  and  peace  in  the  Depart- 
*•  ments;  yet  France  muft  have  feen  with 
**  aftoniQiment  jMiniftcrs,  with  whofe  pa- 

••  triotifm 
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**  triotifm  (he  was  acquainted^  fuddenlj 
**  fuperfeded  by  men  unknown  or  fufpefted, 
**  and  thofe  again  foon  fuccccded  by  others 
"  np  lefs  unknown.  Some  of  them,  no 
*^  doubt,  may  be  worthy  of  their  office; 
**  but  can  we  expeift  at  prefent  that  they 
*'  can  have  time  to  obtain  the  confidence  of 
**  the  people?  And  why  have  all  thofe  who 
••  were  known  to  have  merited  it  before, 
**  all  whofe  names  would  have  inftilled 
**  fecurity  and  hope  into  the  fouls  of  the 
**  citizens,  been  carefully  removed  or  neg- 
''  leaed  ? 

**  You  complain,  Sire,  of  the  <liftruft  of 
"  the  people,  but  what  have  you  done  to 
•*  remove  it?  Your  Palace  is  filled  with 
**  the  families  of  the  rebels  at  Coblentz  j 
••  the  known  enemies  of  the  equality  of  the 
**  Conftitution  compofe  your  Court;  and  it 
**  would  be  in  vain  to  look  near  you  for  a 
**  man  who  had  been  ufeful  to  the  caufe  of 
**  liberty,  or  who  had  not  betrayed  it. 

•*  Do  you  wifli,  Sire,  to  recover  the  con- 
"  fidence  of  the  citizens  ?  You  have  only 
•*  to  fet  them  an  example  of  it.  Let  tht 
**  refidence  of  the  King  of  a  free  nation 
••  no  longer  wear  the  appearance  of  a  for^ 
**  trefs  threatened  by  an  enemy  i  and  let 

''thofe 
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*'  thofe    injwriaus  precautions    cmfe    at 
' '  length  tQ  calumniate  a  generous  andjuf" 
**  ceptiblc  people^  ^    Their  diffatisfiuftioo  is 
•*  fometimes  erpreffed  .with  violence,  and 
•*  that  agonizing  cry  of  a  people  who  think 
•*  themfelves  betrayed,  is  rep;-efentcd  to  you 
**  as  the  woric  of  a  fa^on  f    The  indigna- 
**  tion  of  free  men,  who  thought  that  ihey 
*♦  law  in  the  ftatc  of  our  armies,  in  the 
**  choice  of  your  Minifters,    and  in  your 
•*  refufal  to  adopt  ncceffary  meafiires,  the 
••  culpable  intention  of  modifying  that  Con- 
**  ftitution,   and    humbling  before  foreign 
••  Kings  the  Throne  on  which  the  nation 
**  has  placed  you,  is  painted  to  you  as  a 
*'  projed;     formed-  for     overturning    that 
*•  Throne  I   Sixt,  the  real  enemies  of  the 
"  Ccmftitution  are  thofe  who,  by  an  ill- 
'*  dire&ed  or  perfidious  ufc  of  the  powers 
**  they  have   received  from  it,    labour   to 
f*  prorve   that   it   cannot   fave  the  country. 
'^  But    all    divifidns   are   about    to    ceafe. 
**  When  an  Empire  is  threatened  by  foreign 
'^  armies,  and  attempts  are  made  to  change 

*  It  was  only  a  fortnight  before  the  ihfurredion  of 
the  loth  of  AuguAi  that  this  advice,  even  more  pe.xfi* 
dious  than  infolent,  was  addrefled  to  Louis  XVI. 
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••  its  laws  by  force,  there  exifts  but  one 
•*  neceflitjr,  one  duty,  that  of  repelling  the 
•*  enemy.  All  difference  of  party  or  opinion 
**  muft  be  fufpended,  and  there  remain 
•*  but  two  clafles  of  men;  citizens,  and 
•*  traitors* 

••  All  your  interefts.  Sire,  are  united  to 
'*  thofe  of  the  country;  all  connivance,  all 
•>  weaknefs,  even  were  it  attended  with  that 
*•  fucccfs  which,  though  impoflible,  bafe 
•*  confpirators  dare  to  promife  you,  would 
•'be  to  you  the  greateft  of  misfortunes. 
**  Nations  that  have  pardoned  every  thing 
••  elfe  have  never  been  known  to  pardon  the 
•*  crime  of  degrading  them  under  a  foreign 
•'  yoke ;  and  what  authority  can  be  a  com- 
^*  penfation  to  him  who  condemns  himfelf 
•'  to  the  lading  hatred  of  his  country,  and 
**  the  contempt  of  the  reft  of  the  world  ? 

**  The  Conftitution,  Sire,  impofes  on 
**  the  King  of  the  French  the  duty  of  re^ 
**  pelling  with  more  energy  the  enemy, 
**  who,  falfely  affumirig  the  name  of  the 
*'  King,  fhould  add  the  crime  of  treachery 
**  to  that  of  unjuft  aggreflion.  It  has  im- 
**  pofcd  upon  him  the  obligation  of  mani- 

fefting  his  oppofttion  by   a  formal  a6l : 

but  if  a  King  of  the  French,  far  from 

**  contradicting 
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*'  cotttradiding  the  fiift  impoftures,  ihould 
*•  allow  them  lopg  to  gain  credit  and  fpread; 
"  if  he  (hould  give  weight  by  public  afts 
"  to  the  pretexts  employed  to  fupport  thofc 
'*  impoftures ;  if  the  language  of  his  Mi- 
**  nifters  (hould  be  too  often  iimilar  to  that 
••  of  the  enemies  of  the  nation ;  if  delay 
**  in  preparations  of  defence  j  if  negligence 
'*  in  informing  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  na- 
••  tionof  its  danger  while  there  was  yet  time 
^*  to  avert  it^  and  while  it  wa^  eafier  to 
**  repel  it ;  in  a  word,  if  a  codiplete  fyilem 
**  of  conduct  is  in  direft  oppofition  to  that 
*^  fornud  a£t,  coidd  a  (imple  iignature^  con-* 
'^  tradidted  by  a&ions,  be  an  accompliih-* 
**  fnent  of  the  law,  or  mufl  it  not  rather  be 
''  confidered  as  an  additional  treachery  ? 

^*  Such,  Siie,  are  the  truths  which  the 
*^  Reprefentatives  of  the  French  nation  can 
''  no  longer  hide  from  you  without  a  crime. 
"  You  may  yet  fave  the  country  and  your 
••  Crown  with  Jt:  dare,  at  length,  to  de* 
'^  termine  upon  it ;  let  the  names  of  your 
'*  Mimfters,  let  the  fight  of  men  who  arc 
about  you  inipire  ptd>lic  confidence  I  Let 
all  your  own  adlions,  aikl  the  energy  and 
activity  of  your  Council,  tcftify  that  the 
nation,  its  Reprefentatives,  and  you,  have 
Part  IT.  Vol.  III.  F  '*  but 


€§ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Qd  ANNALS   OP    THB  [JuLT  1792. 

**  but   one  will,    one   defirc — that  of   the 
**  public  fafety. 

**  The  nation  is  no  doubt  able  to  defend 
'*  itfelf,  and  to  preferve  its  liberty;  but  re- 
**  quefts  you  once  more,  Sire,  to  unite 
**  with  it  to  defend  the  Conftitution  and  the 
«'  Throne/* 

Briffot,  confidering     this    addrefs    as   a 
neceflary  preliminary  to  the  important  mea- 
fures  which  might  become  indifpenf able,  fup- 
^  ported  it  in  a  long  fpeech,  in  which  he  com- 
bated the  opinion  of   thofe  over-vehement 
patriots  who  lojl  all  by  too  much  precipita^ 
tion,  and  called  upon  the  Aflembly  to  guard 
the  difcujjion  on  the  depofition  with  fuch 
precautions,  that,  if  it  were  decided  upon, 
the  whole  nation  might  give  their  ajfent  to 
it.   .  He  did  not  conceal  that  fuch  a  deci- 
fion,    if   not   refted  on  pofitive  fafts,    and 
dictated  by  wifdom  on  the  matureft  reflec 
tion,  would  difgrace  the  Legiflative  Body, 
produce  a  civil  war,  and  open  to  the  foreign 
artnies  the  gates  of  France  deprived  of  a 
great  number  of  her   defenders.     He  con- 
cluded with  moving  that  the  Commiffion  of 
the  Twelve  (hould  be  charged,  ift,  to   in- 
quire vrhat  were  the  afts  that  induce  a  for- 
feiture  of    the    Crown,    and   whether    the 
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King  had  been  guilty  of  them ;  2dly>  to 
propofe  a  plan  for  an  addrefs  to  the  peo- 
ple, to  warn  them  againft  the  unconftitu- 
tional  and  impolitic  meafures  that  might  be 
propofed  to  them. 

His  fpeech  was  greatly  applauded  by 
the  Affembly,  and  the  motion  almoft  unani- 
moufly  adopted,  notwithftanding  the  mur-^ 
murs  and  hootings  of  the  people  in  the  gal- 
leries, who,  in  their  foolifli  tranfports, 
cared  very  little  whether  the  depofition  were 
juft  or  unjuft,  advantageous  or-  injurious, 
provided  it  was  but  determined. 

The  Gironde  party  were  fo  intereftcd 
in  the  r^al  of  Rolland,  Servan,  and  Cla^ 
viere,  that,  notwithftanding  the  fuccefslefs 
ifTue  of  the  private  demand  they  had  made 
of  it  to  the  King,  they  dared  to  bring  it 
forward  again  almoft  in  the  fame  terms,  and 
in  a  ftyle  ftill  more  menacing,  in  the  addrefs 
I  have  juft  reported. 

With  rcfpedt  to  the  precautions  taken  for 
the  fecuri ty  of  the  Palace,  which  the  Af- 
fembly pretended  were  infults  to  a  generous 
and  fufceptible  people -tht  faft  was,  that 
after  the  outrages  of  the  20th  of  June,  the 
King  had  thought  proper  to  have  the  Thuil- 
leries  kept  ftiut,  to  prevent  the  Palace  being 
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hfoken  into  through  the  garden  a  feccmd 
time,  and  that  he  might  no  longer  hear  the 
grofs  infults  w)iich  this  good  ptople  daily 
J>oxned  forth  under  the  windows  of  the 
Royal  Family.  This  ftep,  as  lawful  as 
prudent,  being  likely  to  obftrq^  the  future 
attempts  projected  againft  the  Palace,  was 
confidcred  and  proclaimed  by  the  Jacobins 
as  a  (hocking  aft  of  tyraniayt  as  a  blow 
aimed  at  the  fovereigpty  of  the  people,  and 
at  the  rights  of  the  Legiflative  Body^  Thefc 
regicide  clamours  were  publiflied  by  all  the 
Revolutionary  Journalifts,  and  repeated  .by 
the  workmen  of  the  Faiuxhourgs,  by  the 
Palais^Royal  groups,  asd  in  the  AflcmWy, 
who,  to  fatisfy  the  fatflious,  made  ufe  of 
the  ufilimited  right  which  tbe«Conftitution 
had  given  them  of  fixing  the  outer  bounds, 
of  t\iQ  place  of  tlieir  Sittings,  and  of  exer- 
C]£ng  a  jwisdicftioa  to  that  exigent.  They, 
in  confequence,  decreed  that  the  part  of  the 
2^en  of  the  Tbuillerics  called,  the  Terrace 
qf  the  Feuillans^  immediately  contigupus, 
&om  one  end  tx>  the  otho:,  to  the  ^acQ 
of  their  Sittings,  fomwd  ^  part  of  theic 
bounds. 

Thia  decree,  which  was  paiEflTed  on  the  26th 
of  Jul)r»  opened  the  Terrace  of  the  FmiUans 
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to  the  people^  and  obliged  the  King  to  order 
a  file  of  grenadiers  to  be  pofted  along  it,  to 
prevent  people  from  coming  into  the  garden. 
The  very  next  day  the  populace,  exafperated 
at  this  barrier,  quarrelled  with  the  guards, 
and  reproached  them   in  the  moil  abufive 
language.     M.  Defpremenil  being  known 
in  the  crowd  in  the  pailage  of  the  Feuillans^ 
was  feized  by  the  collar.     He  attempted  to 
ipeak,  but  was  immediately  affailed  by  the 
Federates  and  Brigands  with  their  fabrcs^ 
ilicks,  and  fifts  at  once.    His  coat,  waift- 
coat,  and  ihirt  were  torn  to  pieces :  wound* 
cd,  bruifed,  covered  with  blood  from  head 
to  foot,  he  was  dragged  away  to  the  Palais^ 
Royals  where  the  wretches  were  going  to 
put  ati  end    (o   him,    when  the  National 
Guard  came  up,  refcued  him  fratn  the  af* 
foilim,  and  cariried  him  to  the  Hotel  of  the 
NatkMial  Titafury,    where  he  remained  a 
great  part  of  the  night.     Petivn,  his  old 
colleague  in  the  Firft  Affembly,  went  to 
him  as  head  of  the  Municipality  to  inquire 
for .  him.     M.  Dtfpremenil  thanked  him 
for  his  attention,  and  made  ufe  of  thefe  re- 
markable words  to  him  :    "  I  too,  M.  Pe- 
'*  ^km,  like  you,  have  been  carried  in  tri-. 
**  umphby  the  people,  yet,  you  fee  how; 
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•'  they  have  ufcd  me:  fear  the  like  fate  for 
^'  yourfelf.*' 

The  Affembly,  on  being  informed  of  this 
dutrage,  and  folicited  by  the  National  Guard 
.to  revoke  the  decree  which  had  opened  the 
Terrace  of  the  Feuillans  to  the  people,  and 
which  rendered  it  impoffible  to  keep  them 
out  of  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries,  were 
not  content  with  refufing  this  requeft,  but 
decreed  that  the  Committee  of  the  Domains 
fhould^  in  three  days,  make  a  report  to  them 
on  the  queftion  whether  the  enjoyment  of 
the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries  belonged  ex- 
clufively  to  the  Firft  Public   Funftionaiy. 
The  manner  in  which  this  queftion  was  put 
announced    beforehand   how   it   would    be 
refolved.     The  King  anticipated  it,  by  with- 
drawing the  Guard  which  had  been  placed 
the  day  before  on  the  Terrace  of  the  Feuil- 
lans, fo  that  no  phftaqle  whatever  remained 
to  the  people's  going  into  the  garden  ;  but 
the  factious,  at  whofe  pleafure  their  deflres, 
their  opinions,    and  all  the  Revolutionary 
a(5ts  were  diredled,  thought  it  more  ufeful  to 
their    own  views   to  reftriiSl   them  to    the 
Terrace,  and  this  they  accompliflied  by  the 
following  njanoBUvre.     A  confiderable  num- 
ber of  .their  prators,  drefl?d  as  Sans^culattes, 
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fpread  among  the  crowd,  harangued  the 
people,  and  Keprefented  to  them  that  it  did 
not  become  their  dignity  to  walk  in  the  gar- 
den by  permiffion  of  thofe  whofe  arbitrary 
will  had  fo  long  deprived  them  of  that 
pleafure;  that  they  ought  to  wait  on  this 
occafion  for  the  decifion  the  Legiflitive 
Body  were  about  to  make,  and  in  the  mean* 
timp  to  confine  themfelvcs  to  the  Terrace^ 
the  liberty  of  which  had  been  decreed  ;  that 
the  reft  of  the  garden  was  the  land  of  Co- 
blentz,  where  only  Emigrants,  confpirators, 
or  Court  valets  were  to  be  feen,  &c.  Thefc 
harangues,  a  line  traced  on  the  ground  at 
the  two  extremities  of  the  Terrace,  and  tri- 
coloured  ribbons  tied  acrofs  all  the  paflages, 
with  the  devife  of  Ne  plus  ultra  fufpended  to 
them,  fufficed  to  keep  on  the  Terrace  the 
immenfe  populace  that  crowded  it,  while 
the  reft  of  the  garden  was  deferted. 

This  patriotic  farce  was  repeated  for  fome 
days,  and  was  celebrated  with  great  force 
by  all  the  Revolutionary  Joumalifts,  as  a 
mojljiriking  proof  of  the  amiable  amenity^ 
of  the  intelligent  and  delicate  good^humour 
of  that  good  people  when  left  to  themf elves ^ 
and  following  only  their  ozon  propenfUies. 
People  lefs   enthufiaftic,    on   the  contrary, 
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law  in  this  rapid  tranfition  from  the  ferocity 
of  the  tiger  to  the  moft  infantine  dociKty, 
a  complete    proof   of   the    abiblute     fcr- 
vility  of  the  people  to  the  will  of  the   fac- 
tious,    Thefe  were  nearly  the  words  ufed 
by  the  King  on  the  occafion^  in  his  anfwcr 
on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  July  to  the 
letter  which  I  had  written  to  him  the  day 
before,  and  in  which  I  told  hhn»  that  I  was 
waiting  his  orders  for  M.  Lefort^s  departure; 
that  I  had  collected  400,000  livres  of  the 
600,000  which  I  had  undertaken  to  procure^ 
and  that  I  was  to  receive  the  remainder  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day.    To  thefe  two  points 
his  Majefty  wrote  on  the  margin  the  follow- 
ing replies : 

*•  You  may  fend  off  MI  Lefort.'' 
••  I  will  fend  you  to-morrow  by  M*  de 
••  Mondel  my  note^  or  my  acknowledge- 
^^  ment  for  6bo,OQO  livres,  with  blanks, 
*^  which  you  will  fill  up  for  the  intereft, 
^'  according  to  the  conditions  on  which  that 
**  fum  is  lent  to  me/* 

M*  ^  Moncicl  accordingly  gave  me  the 
ne^t  morning  a  note  for  600,000  livres,  dated 
the  29th  of  July.  He  had  another  Amt 
a  million  for  M.  dc  Montmorin^  who  was 
tQ  receive  that  fum  from  M.  du  Chatelit. 
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I  received  a  kttcr  from  the  King  on  thtr 
fame  day,  by  which  all  my  fears  of  his  ir- 
xefolution  were  completely  removed.     His 
Majcfty,  convinced  of  the  neccifity  of  his 
departufe,    and  of  the  danger  of  delaying 
it^  ordered  me  to  pay  in  future  daily  the 
private    expences    with    which    Buol^  the 
Juftice  was  commiflioned,  and  even  to  pay 
beforehand    w^kly    thofe   of   which    the 
amount  was  fixed.    I  was  alfb  charged  to 
give  MalUt^du-Pan  fome  inftrudtions  on 
the  occaiion,  and  to  recommend  it  to  him  to 
return  as  foon  as  pofEl^e  to  Frankfort,  which 
he  had  left  on  the   20th  of  July  without 
informing  me  of  it,  confidering  his  miflion 
as  entirdy  at  an  end  by  the  acquiefcence  of 
the  Pbwcrs  in  all  the  King's  views,  and  by 
their  adoptioo  of  the  mani£efto  he  had  been 
cbvged  to  propofe  to   then^     He  had  fo 
fully  juilified  the  King's  confidence  in  htm 
by  the  wifdom  and  fuccefs  of  his  negocia^ 
tton,  that  his  Majefty  authori:^   nie    to 
tefUfy  to  him  how  much  he  was  fatisfied 
with  it,  zxiA  to  tell  him  that  he  wifhed  to 
have  no  other  negociator  with  the  Powers*. 

At 

•   *  Mdllit'Ju'Pan  received  my  letter  on  thi^  occadofi  it 
Geneva  at  the  moment  \yhen  thp  Auflrian  and  Pruffian 
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At  this  critical  and  tumultuous  jundlilre, 
a  new  body  of  Marfeillois,  amounting  to 
about  500  banditti,  all  of  them  njoft  ill- 
looking  fellows,  arrived  at  Paris.  They 
were  received  with  the  mod  lively  tranfports 
of  joy  by  the  workmen  of  the  Fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine,  at  the  Champs- Elizees,  where 
a  fraternal  repaft  had  been  prepared  for, 
them.  It  accidentally  happened  on  the  fame 
day  that  fome  grenadiers  of  the  National 
Guard,  Swifs  noncommiffioned  officers, 
and  feveral  perfons  belonging  to  the  Palace, 
were  dining  at  the  very  time  at  the  fame 
houfe,  and  in  the  adjoining^  room.  At 
the  conclufion  of  their  meal,  repeated  fliouts 
of  Vive  la  nation  !  Long  live  the  Federates ! 
Long  live  our  brave  Marfeillois  brothers  ! 
were  reverberated  from  the  room  where  the 
Marfeillois  were  dining  with  their  new 
friends.  On  fome  of  the  National  grena- 
diers being  feen  through  the  windows,  they 
were  renewed  with  ftill  greater  vehemence. 
The  air  of  bravado  and  of  infult  with  which 
the  words  were  addrefled  to  the  grenadiers 

armies  were  on  their  march,  and  juft  when  the  Duke  of 
Brunjwick's  manifeflo,  lb  different  from  that  propofcd 
by  him,  was  publifhed  ;  circumftances  that  induced  him 
to  conGJer  his  return  huo  Germany  as  ufelcfs. 
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irritated    them,    and  they   fhouted  in  turn 
Vive  le  Rot/   The  people,  exafperated  by 
this  kind  of  challenge,  anfwered  it  by  throw- 
ing flones.     An  immenfe  crowd  very  fooa 
furrounded  the  houfe,  threatening  to  force  it 
in  order  to  take  vengeance.     The  grenadiers 
feeing  the  number  and  fury  of  the,  aflailants 
increafing  every    moment,    determined    to 
make  their  way  out  fword  in  hand,     A  lieu- 
tenant of  the  battalion  of  the  Petits  Peres 
who  was  with  them  determined   unfortu- 
nately to  make  ufe  of  his  piftols,  and  was 
killed  upon  the  fpot.     On  this,  the   Mar- 
feillois,  armed  with  fwords  and  fticks,  join- 
ing the  populace,   difarmed  and   knocked 
down  all  the  grenadiers  and  Swifs  officers 
they  could  catch.     They  then  returned  to 
the  quarters  which  had  been  prepared  for 
them,  flopping  and  infulting  on  their  way 
every  perfon  who  had  jiot  a  woolen  cockade. 
They  violently  tore  off  all  filk  ones,  and  threw 
the  hats  in  which  they  were  found  into  |hc 
crowd  that  was  following  them,  who  ap- 
plauded with  fliouts  of  Bravo^   thefe  pa- 
triotic brutalities*    The  Affembly,  to  whom 

they 

*  They  ieized  one  or  two  of  the  Bourgeois  who  at- 
tempted to  refill  their  infults,  declared  them  Ariftocrats, 
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they  wer?  denounced,  decided,  that  as  the 
decree  relative  to  cockades  had  fixed  only 
the  colours,  every  one  was  at  liberty  to  wear 
them  of  any  kind  of  ftufF,  provided  they 
were  of  the  three  colours  declared  National, 
and  the  Mayor  of  Paris,  was  charged  to  attend 
to  the  execution  of  that  law. 

The  Aflcmbly  were  much  more  indulgent 
in  refped  to  the  exceffes  committed  by  the 
Marfeillois  in  the  Champs^Elizeis.  The 
deputations  of  the  National  Guard,  who 
came  to  demand  fatisfadtion  for  them,  and 
to  folicit  that  thofe  brigaiids  fhould  be  feni 
away,  were  grofsly  infulted  by  hootings^ 
contradidions,  and  burfts  of  laughter  from 

and  kd  tliem  auray  to  the  Square  at  the  J^Ulille,  tn^ 
nouncing  that  they  were  going  to  make  a  great  example 
of  them ;  and  it  is  probable  they  would  have  been 
hanged,  if  one  of  the  fpedators  had  not  propofed  a 
commutation  of  their  puni(hment.  I  faw  this  troop  of 
fiirips  half-drank  march  along  the  Bou1e?ard :  five  and 
twenty  horremen  fword  in  hand  would  have  ()ifpericd 
|md  routed  them  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  Stupor 
and  fri^t  were  painted  on  the  faces  of  all  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  their  way.  Every  one  was  in  a  hurry  to 
put  his  cockade  in  his;  pocket,  and  thofe  brave  Pari- 
iiaas,  thofe  conquerors  of  the  Baftille,  thofe  iirft  heroes 
of  the  Revolution  trembled  before  a  handful  of  Pro- 
vincial brigands  in  rags^ 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3uLTi79«.l        ^BIVCH  EBVOMXJTON.  77 

the  galleries,  and  obtained  only  the  honours 
of  the  Sitting,  and  the  favour  of  their  pe- 
tition being  referred  to  the  Commiifion  of 
the  Twelve;  which  was  alfo  granted  to  the 
Marieillois,  who  had  likewife  fent  a  depu- 
tation to  complain  of  having  been  infulted 
by  the  National  Guard,  and  to  petition  for 
the  redu<ftion  of  their  Staff. 

It  was  mtiurally  to  be  expeded,  and  all 
good  citizens  hoped^  that  the  Aflembly 
would  not  hcfitate  to  clear  the  Capital  of 
this  band  of  brigands,  and  that  they  would 
immediately  fend  them  to  the  frontiers  by  a 
veiy  honourable  decree,  which  they  could 
not  have  refufed  obeying  without  raiiing  a 
f  ufpici(»  of  their  bravery  or  their  patriotifm  i 
but  the  iai^ous,^  who  had  fent  for  the  Mar* 
ieiUlois*  wanted  them  only  in  P^ris,  and 
eaiily  obtained  from  the  Commiflion  of  the 
Twelve  a  report  favourable  to  their  views«. 
Guadctf  wha  was  charged  with  it,  repre- 
feated  that  it  would  be  a  mockeiy  to  invite 
the  Federates  of  Marfeilks  to  proceed  to  the 
camp  of  SoifTons,  when  it  was  more  than 
probable  that  there  w^s  nothing  ready  to 
leceive  them,  and  that  there  were  neithet 
tents,  arms,  clothes,  linen,  or  even  food 
enough;  he  therefore  propoied  to  the  Af« 
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fcmbly  to  confine  themfelves  for  the  prefent 
to  fending  three  Commiffioners  to  SoiiTons  to 
afcertaih  the  fadls.  This  cxclufive  tender- 
nefs  for  the  Federates  of  Marfeilles  was  not 
very  obliging  to  thofe  of  other  Provinces 
and  of  the  Capital,  who  were  daily  fent  off 
to  Soiffons  and  the  frontiers,  where  our 
armies  were  completely  provifioned,  and 
whither  confqquently  the  Marfeillois  might 
have  gone  without  any  obftacle.  But  no- 
body dared  to  propofe  it,  and  the  AflemWy 
adopted  the  advice  of  the  Report.  They 
decreed  at  the  fame  time  a  proclamation,  ad- 
dreffcd  to  the  National  Guards  and  to  the 
Federates,  advifing  them  to  be  on  their 
guard  againft  diftrufts  and  diffenfions  which 
the  enemies  of  the  Conftitution  were  en- 
deiatvouring  to  fow  amongft  them,  and  who 
had  no  other  view  than  to  weaken  by  di- 
viding them,  to  hurry  them  into  the  com- 
miffion  of  crimes,  and  to  force  themi  to  turn 
their  arms  againft  one  another  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  reftoring,  by  a  civil  war,  the  old 
fyftem  and  defpotifm, 

A  civil  war  was,  in  fait,  what  the  Jaco- 
bins moft  dreaded ;  and  their  great  difguft 
with  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  merely  the  con- 
fequence  of  their  feeing  in  him  the  only 
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man  who  could  with  advantage  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  Royalift  party.  There  is 
no  doubt,  that  if  at  this  moment  he  had 
dared  to  declare  himfelf  the  leader  of  it, 
he  would  fooi\  have  brought  over  to  him  all 
the  Conftitutional  party,  and  the  found  part 
of  all  the  National  guards  of  the  kingdom. 
Such,  as  we  have  feen  in  the  foregoing 
Chapters,  was  the  plan  he  propofed  to  the 
King;  and  he  would  certainly  have  at- 
tempted  the  execution  of  it,  had  his  Ma- 
jefty  but  fimply  given  his  confent.  Could 
tA.  de  la  Fayette,  however,  who  had  as  yet 
done  fo  little  to  regain  the  King's  confidence, 
who  well  knew  his  Majefty*s.  irrefolution, 
and  particularly  the  horror  he  felt  at  every 
idea  of  civil  war,  reafonably  expedt  to  ob- 
tafin  the  confent  he  afked  ?  He  would  have 
repaired  all  his  errors  by  fo  fignal  a  fervice ; 
and  he  fincercly  wifhed  it :  but  unfortu- 
nately with  too  little  energy  to  dare  to  take 
the  only  rcfolution  which  could  fucceed,  that 
of  attempting^  at  the  rifk  of  his  life,  to 
favc  the  King  without  his  knowledge,  with- 
out  the  hazard  of  involving  him,  and  de- 
pending on  his  approbation  in  cafe  of  fuc- 
cefs.  The  words  faid  to  have  been  fpoken 
by  Luckner^  and  attefted  by  feveral  Menl- 
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bers  of  the  Coininiflioii  of  the  Twelve, 
evidently  fliowed  that  M,  dc  la  Fayette  had 
this  projc(3:  ia  view.     The  Jacobins  were 
conviDced  of  it,   and  flattered  themfelves 
that  the  inquiry  ordered  by  the  Aflembly 
would  yield  the  moft  {atisfeidory  proofs  to 
ground  a  decree  of  impeachment  againft  the 
Counter-revolutionary    General,     but    they 
were    completely    difappointed.     M*    Bu^  . 
reaux  iz  Puzy  being  fummoned  to  the  Bar 
of  the  Aflembly,  gave  a  very  circumftantial 
account  o[  the  buiinefs  on  which  he  had 
been  lent  to  Marefchal  Luckncr^  and  proved 
by  the  correfpondchce  of  tbt  two  Generals, 
whofie  letters  he  read  and  kid  upon  the  table, 
that  M*  de  la  Fayette  had  never  propolbd, 
orcaufedtabe  propofed  to  the  Marefchal, 
to  marcb  to  Paris  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
but  had  ovXy  confulted  him  on  the  deiign 
be  h^  of  going  there  alone,  after  the  out- 
rages of  the  20th   of  June,  and  of  taking' 
the  iliep  that  had  fo  vic^ntly  exafperated 
the  Jacobins,     Before  he  fet  out,   he  had 
requeued  to  know  whether  Marefchal  Luck-- 
net  ihcfught  it  would  be  attended  with  ahy 
detriment  to  the  iervice  with  which  they 
were  charged  in  common,  and  for  which 
thejr  weK  both  refponfihie*    M.  Bureaux 
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di  Puzy  demonfirated  diat  this  was  the. 
whole  objedt  of  his  miflion.  He  pleaded 
bis  own  caufe,  and  that  of  the  two  Gene- 
rals, ably  and  nobly,  and  was  loudly  ap- 
plauded by  all  the  Cote^droit^  and  by  feveral 
Members  of  the  CoU-gauche. 

In  a  letter  to  the  AlTemtjly,  the  Ma- 
refchal  formally  difowned  the  words  that 
had  beesi  attributed  to  him^  lamented  the 
difficulty  he  had  in  explaining  himielf  in 
French,  expreffed  die  pain  he  feit  at  finding 
fo  dreadful  a  turn  given  to  a  converfation 
mifunderftood,  and  declared,  that  if  the 
propofal  of  marchii;ig  againil  Paris  had  been 
made  to  him  by  any  agent  whatever  of  the 
public  force,  he  ihould  not  have  been  con- 
tented with  reje(fting  it  with  horror,  but 
(hould  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  denounce 
fo  criminal  a  project  to  the  Conftituted  Au- 
thorities. 

yi.  de  la  Fayette^  to  whom  the  denun- 
ciation made  againft  him  by  the  Members 
of  the  Commiffion  of  the  Twelve,  and  the 
Ad  of  the  I^giflative  Body  of  the  2  lit  of 
July  had  been  fignified  by  the  Minifter  of 
the  Interior,  replied  alfo  by  a  letter,  the 
principles    and    firronefs    of    which    were 
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loudly  applauded  by  the  Conftitutional  party. 
It  was  as  follows  : 

**  If  I  were  queftioned  refpe^ling  my 
'*  principles,  I  fliould  fay,  that  a  conftant 
**  proclaimer  and  defender  of  fhe  Rights  of 
**  Man,  and  the  fovereignty  of  nations,  I 
* '  have  everywhere  and  always  refifted  au- 
**  thorities  which  liberty  difavowed,  and 
'*  which  the  national  will  had  not  deleorated: 
**  and  that  I  have  everywhere  and  always 
*•  obeyed  thofe,  the  forms  and  limits  of 
**  which  were  fettled  by  a  free  Conftitution. 
**  But  I  am  queftioned  refpedling  a  fadl. 
**  Did  I  propofe  to  Marefchal  Luckner  to 
**  march  to  Paris  with  our  armies  ?  To 
'*  which  I  anfwer  in  four  words — It  is  not 
**  true. 

**  La  Fayette.'* 

The  Aflembly  referred  thefe  different  pa- 
pers to  the  Commiffion  of  the  Twelve,  and 
direAed  them  to  make  a  report  upon  them 
in  eight  days.  They  deftroyed  the  principal 
means -an  which  the  Jacobins  had  depended 
for  ruining  M.  de  la  Fayette,  but  this  did 
not  diminifh  their  animofity  againft  him. 
Their  Journals    and  pamphlets   daily  un- 
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mafked  pretended  confpiracies,  of  which  he 
was  accufed  of  being  the  leaden  The  ora- 
tors of  the  Palais -Royal  groups  called  down 
upon  him  the  execratioti  of  all  good  patriots, 
to  whom  they  marked  out  beforehand  as  his 
accomplices  all  the  Members  of  the  Affem- 
bly  who  fhould  be  fo  bafe  as  to  vote  for 
him. 

The  Manifcfto  of  the  Power?  at  length 
appeared,  and  for  a  moment  gave  a  paufe  to 
the  manoeuvres  which  agitated  the  Capital. 
This  Manifefto,  fo  much  expecfled,  was  not 
that,  the  plan  of  which  had  been  propofed  by  ^ 
MalUt'du-Pan,  and  agreed  to,  but  one  drawn 
up  by  DulimoUf  as  dilated  by  the  Minifters 
of  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Pruflla ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Brunfzvick,  who  figncd  it  as 
Commander  in  Chief,  had  not  even  been 
confulted  upon  it.  The  publication  of  it 
produced  an  effeft  the  very  reverfe  of  what 
had  been  expe(fted.  All  parties,  fome  vio- 
lent Royalifts  excepted,  were  provoked  at 
the  boaftings  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick^ 
or  laughed  at  them.  The  fadlious  did  not 
fail  to  attribute  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the 
King  all  the  menaces  refpedling  the  fafety 
of  himfclf  and  his  family,  and  thence  con- 
cluded that  his  Majefty  was  in  corrcfpond- 
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encc  with  the  enemies  of  the  nation.  How 
could  it  be  expefted  that  the  threat  of  giving 
up  Paris  to  be  pillaged  would  have  any 
cffeift  upon  the  Jacobins,  few  of  whom  had 
any  property  there  ?  Still  lefs  was  it  calcu* 
lat^i  to  intimidate  the  brigands,  who  had 
flocked  thither  in  fuch  numbers,  only  in  the 
hope  of  that  very  pillage,  for  which  they 
would  not  have  failed  to  join  the  Auftrians 
and  Pruflians.  It  would  have  been  lefs  ab- 
furd,  and  more  efficacious,  to  have  threat- 
ened to  level  with  the  ground,  in  all  the 
towns  taken,  the  houfes  belonging  to  the 
Prefidents  and  principal  fpeakers  of  the 
Jacobin  Clubs,  and  to  give  up  to  pillag6  all 
the  apartments  in  which  they  were  lodgers*. 
Had  a  fingle  example  of  this  kind  been 
made,  it  is  probable  that  moft  of  the  Jaco- 
bins  of  the. kingdom  would  have  been  turned 
into  the  ftreets. 

This  Manifefto  has  been  fo  much  talked 
of,  and  the  circumftances  under  which  it 
was  publifhed  render  it  of  fuch  great  im- 
portance, that  I  cannot  difpenfe  with  re- 
porting it.     It  was  as  follows  : 
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Declaration  addrejfed  by  his  Mojl  Se^ 
**  rem  Highnefs  the  reigning  Duke  of 
<«  Brunfwick  Lunenburgh,  commanding 
the  combined  Armies  of  their  Majejties 
the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  France^ 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  France*. 


**  Their  Majefties  the  Emperor  and  the 
**  King  of  Pruffia  having  entrufted  me  with 
**  the  command  of  the  combined  armies  af- 
'*  fembled  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  I 
**  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  inhabitants 
^^  of  that  kingdom  of  the  motives  which 
<*  have  influence4  the  condudl  of  the  two 
•*  Sovereigns,  and  of  the  principles  by  which 
^*  they  are  guided, 

**  After  arbitrarily  fupprcfling  the  rights 
•*  and  invading  the  poiTeffions  of  the  Ger- 
♦*  man  Princes  in  Alface  and  Lorraine; 
•*  after  having  difturbed  and  overthrown  in 
•*  the  interior  part  of  the  kingdom  all  order 
*•  and  lawful  government;  after  having 
•*  been  guilty  of  the  moft  daring  attacks, 

♦  The  King  of  Pruffia  publiflied  at  the  fame  time  a 
brief  declaration  of  the  reafons  which  had  induced  him 
to  take  up  arms  againft  France.  .  Sec  Appendix,  No* 
XXIX. 
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**  and  having  had  recourfe  to  the  moft  vio- 
•*  lent  meafures,  which  are  ftill  daily  re- 
**  nevved,  againft  the  facfed  perfon  of  the 
**  King,  and  againft  his  auguft  Family— =^ 
**  thofe  who  have  feized  on  the  reigns  of 
**  Governmenr  have  at  length  filled  the  mea- 
**  fure  of  their  guilt,  by  declaring  an  unjuft 
*'  war  againft  his  Majefty  the  Emperor, 
•*'  and. by  invading  the  provinces  of  the 
^*  Low  Countries.     Some  of  the  pofleflions  • 

belonging  to  the  German  Empire  have 

been  equally  expofed  to  the  fame  oppref*. 
**  fion ;  and  many  others  have  only  avoided 
'*  the  danger,  by  yielding  to  the  imperious 
**  threats  of  the  domineering  party,  and  of 
**  their  emiflaries. 

*\  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruflia,  united 
♦*  with  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  the  bands  of 
**  the  ftridteft  dcfeniive  alliance,  and  as  a 
**  preponderant  Member  himfelf  of  the 
**  Germanic  Bofly,  could  not  refufe  march- 
**  ing  to  the  afliftance  of  his  Ally  and  of 
**  his  Co-Eftates.  It  is  under  this  double 
**  relation  that  he  undertakes  the  defence  of 
•*  that  Monarch  and  of  Germany. 

*'  To  thefe  high  interefts  is  addecf  another 
*^  important  dbjedl,  and  which  both  the 
♦«  Sovereigns  have  moft  cordially  in  view, 
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**  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  that  anarchy 
'*  which  prevails  in  the  interior  parts  of  " 
**  France,  to  put  a  flop  to  the  attacks  made 
**  on  the  Throne  and  the  Altar,  to  reftorc 
**  the  King  to  his  legitimate  power,  to  li- 
•*  berty  and 'to  fafety,  of  which  he  is  now 
*'  deprived,  and  to  place  him  in  fuch  a 
**  fituation,  that  he  may  exercife  that  le- 
*•  gitimatc  authority  to  which  he  is  en* 
«*  titled. 

**  Convinced  that  the  fober  part  of  the 
"  nation  detefts  the^excefles  of  a  faiflion 
**  which  has  enflaved  them,  and  Jthat  the 
•'  majority  of  the  inhabitants  wait  with 
**  impatience  the  moment  when  fuccours 
**  (hall  arrive,  to  declare  themfelves  openly 
**  againft  the  odious  enterprifes  of  their 
**  oppreflbrs;  his  Majefty  the  Emperor, 
•*  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruflia,  car- 
'*  neftly  invite  them  to  return  without  delay 
**  into  the  paths  of  reafon  and  of  juftice,  of 
'•  order  and  peace.  It  is  with  this  view 
**  that  I,  the  underwritten,  General  Com- 
*'  mandant  in  Chief  of  the  two  armies,  do 
^*  declare — * 

**  ift.  That  drawn  into  the  prefent  war 

**  by    irrefiftible    circumftances,    the    two 

**  Allied  Courts   have  no  other  objcd  in 

G  4  "  view 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f 


8S  AHNAL8    OF   THE  [JuLT  tygt. 

'•  view  than  the  welfare  of  France,  without  ^ 
•^  any  pretence    to    enrich    themfelves   by 
•'  making  conquefts.. 

**  2dly,  That  they  do  not  Mean  to  meddle 
**  with  the  internal  Government  of  France, 
•*  but  that  they  limply  intend  to  deliver  the 

King,  the  Queen,  and  the  Royal  Family, 
**  from  their  captivity,  and  to  enfure  to  his 
c*  Mbft  Chriftian  Majefty  that  fafety  which 
**  is  neceffary  for  his  making,  without  dan- 
**  ger  and  without  obftacles,  fuch  convoca- 
*'  tlons  as  he  (hall  judge  proper ;  and  for 
*'  endeavouring  to  enfure  the  welfare  of  his 
•Vfubje<5ts,  according  to  his  promifes,  and 
•*  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 

"  3dly,  That  the  combined  armies  (hall 
**  proted:  the  towns,  bourgs,  and  villages, 
**  as  well  as  the  perfons  and  property  of  all 
**  thofe  who  Ihall  fubmit  to  the  King;  and 
**  that  they  will  concur  in  the  immediate 
•'  reftoration  of  order  and  police  throughout 
**  all  France. 

**  4thly,  That  the  National  guards  are 
**  called  upon  to  preferve,  provifionally, 
•'  tranquilHty  in  towns  and  in  the  country, 
*'  to  provide  for  the  pcrfonal  fafety  and  pro- 
**  perty  of  all  Frenchmen^  until  the  arrival 
^'  of  the  troops  belonging  to  their  Imperial 
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**  and  Royal  Majeftics,  or  until  orders  be 
'^  given  to  the  contrary,  on '  pain  of  being 
**  perfonally  refponfible :  that,  on  the  con- 
**  trary,  fuch  National  guards  as  (hall  figh^ 
•'  s^inft  the  troops  of  the  two  Allied 
"  Courts,  and  who  (hall  be  taken  with 
*'  arms  in  their  hands,  fliall  be  treated  as 
"  enemies,  and  punifhed  as  rebels  to  their 
**  King,  and  as  diAurbers  of  the  jpublic 
*  peace, 

•'5thly,  That  the  General  Officers,  the 
**  fubaltems,   and  foldiers  of  the   French 
**  regular  troops,  are  equally  called  upon  to 
**  return  to  their  former  allegiance,  and  to 
*♦  fubmit  immediately  to  the  King  their  le- 
gitimate Sovereign. 
6thly,  That  the  Members  of  the  Depart. 
*'  ments,     Diftrid:s,     and    Municipalities, 
•*  (hall  be  equally  refponfible,  on  pain  of 
•*  lofing  their  heads  and  their  eftates,  for 
"  all  the  crimes,  all  the  conflagrations,  all 
**  the  murders  and  the  pillage  which  they 
*'  (hall  fuflfer  to  take  place,  and  which  they 
•*  (hall  not  have,  in  a  public  manner,  at« 
**  tempted  to  prevent  within  their  refpe€live 
•*  territories ;  th»t  they  (hall  alfo  be  obliged 
^'  to    continue    their    fundtions    until    his 
*•  Moft   Chriftian  Majefty,    when   fct   at 
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'*  full  liberty,  (hall  make  further  arrange- 
**  ments,  or  till  further  orders  be  given  ia 
**  his  name. 

*'  ythly.  That  the  inhabitants  of  towns,  \ 
*'  bourgs,  and  villages,  who  Ihall  dare  to 
**  defend  themfelves  againft  the  troops  of 
*^  their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefties,  and 
'*  to  fire  upon  them,  either  in  open  country, 
**  or  through  half  open  doors  or  windows 
**  of  their  houfes,  (hall  be  puniflhcd  in- 
♦*  ftantly,  according  to  the  rigorous  rules  of 
•*  war,  or  their  houfes  (hall  be  demoli(hed 
•*  qr  burned.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  in- 
♦'  habitants  of  the  faid  towns,  bourgs,  and 
**  villages,  who  (hall  readily  fubmit  to  their 
**  King,  by  opening  their  gates  to  the  troops 
**  belonging  to  their  Majefties,  (hall  be 
*'  immediately  under  their  fafeguard  and 
'*  protecflion ;  their  eftates,  their  property, 
*^  and  their  perfons,  (hall  be  fecured  by  the 
**  laws,  and  each  and  all  of  them  (hall  be 
^'  in  full  fafety. , 

/*  8thly,  The  city  of  Paris,  and  all  its 
**  inhabitants,  without  diftindlion,  (hall  be 
**  called  upon  to  fubmit  inftantly,  and 
♦*  without  delay,  to  the  Kingi  to  fet  that 
**  Prince  at  full  liberty,  and  to  cnfure  to  his 
♦^  and  t9  all  Royal  perfons  that  inviolability 

•*  and 
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**  and  refped:  which  are  due,  by  the  laws 
**  of  nature  and  of  nations,  to  Sovereigns  : 
**  their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majefties  mak- 
**  ing  perfonally  refponfible  for  all  events, 
**  oh  pain  of  lofing  their  heads  purfuant  to 
**  military  trials,  without  hopes  of  pardon, 
**  all  the  Members  of  the  National  Aflem- 
"  bly,  of  the  Department,  of  the  Diftrift, 
**  of  the  Municipality,  and  of  the  National 
*'  guards  of  Paris,  Juftices  of  Peace,  and 
**  others  whom  it  may  concern ;  and  their 
**  Imperial  arid  Royal  Majefties  farther  de- 
'*  clare,  on  their  faith  and  word  of  Empe- 
**  ror  and  King,  that  if  the  Palace  of  the 
**  Thuilleries  be  forced  or  infulted— if  the 
•*  leaft  violence  be  offered,  the  leaft  outrage 
*'  done  to  their  Majefties,  the  King,  the 
"  the  Queen,  and  the  Royal  Family^— if 
**  they  be  not  immediately  placed  in  fafety 
*'  and  fet  at  liberty,  they  will  inJliSi  on 
**  tkofe  who  Jhall  deftrve  it  the  moji  exem- 
**  plary  and  ever-memorable  avenging  pu^ 
'*  nijhments,  by  giving  up  the  city  of  Paris 
**  to  military  execution,  and  expofmg  it  to 
'*  total  deJlruSlioni  and  the  rebels  who 
•'  Jhall  be  guilty  of  illegal  refjlance,  Jhall 
'*  fuffer  the  punifhments  which  they  Jhall 
have    deferved.       Their    Imperial    and 

*'  Royal 
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^  Royal  Majcfti.es  promife,  on  the  con- 
•*  trary,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
**  of  Paris,  to  employ  their  good  offices 
•*  with  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  to  pro- 
**  cure  for  them  a  pardon  for  their  infults 
**  and  errors,  and  to  adopt  the  moft  vigo- 
•*  rous  mcafures  for  the  fecurity  of  their 
perfons  and  property,  provided  they  fpeed- 
ily  and  flridly  conform  to  the  above  in- 
jun<!Jions. 

**  Finally,  their  Majefties  not  being  at 
•*  liberty  to  acknowledge  any  other  laws  in 
•*  France,  except  thofc  which  (hall  be  de- 
•*  rived  from  the  King  when  at  full  liberty, 
**  proteft  beforehand  againft  the  authenti- 
«*  city  of  all  kinds  of  declarations  which 
<•  may  he  iffued  in  the  name  of  the  King, 
**  fo  long  as  his  facred  perfon,  and  that  of 
•*  the  Queen  and  the  Princes  of  the  whole 
*♦  Royal  Family,  fliall  not  be  in  in  full 
*'  fafety ;  and  with  this  view,  their  Imperial 
**  and  Royal  Majefties  invite  and  entreat 
his  Maje/ly  to  name  a  town  in  his  king^ 
dom,  nearefl  to  the  frontiers^  to  which 
he  would  wijh  to  remove,  together  with 
•*  the  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family^  under 
*•  ajhong  and  fafe  efcort^  iuhich  Jhall  be 
""^  Jent  for  thatpurpofei  fo  that  his  Moft 

«*  Chriftian 
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"  Chriftian  Majcfty  may,  in  pcrfed  fiifety; 
•^  fend  for  fuch  Minifters  and  Counfellors 
•*  as  he  fhall  be  pleafed  to  name;  order 
*^  fuch  convocations  as  he  (hall  think  pro- 
*'  per,  and  provide  for  the  reftotation  of 
•*  order  and  the  regular  adminiftration  of 
**  his  kingdom. 

**  In  fine,  I  declare  and  promife  in  my 
^^  own  individual  name,  and  in  my  above 
**  quality,  to  caufe  to  be  obferved  every* 
**  where,  by  the  troops  under  my  command, 
*'  good  and  ftriA  difcipline,  promifing  to 
**  treat  with  mildnefs  and  moderation  thofe 
*^  well-difpofed  fubjecfts  who  fhall  fubmit 
**  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  to  employ 
•*  force  againft  thofe  only  who  fhall  be 
**  guilty  of  refiflance,  or  of  manifefl  evil 
**  intentions, 

**  I  therefore  call  upon  and  expedt  all  the 
•*  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  mod 
**  camefl  and  forcible  manner,  not  to  make 
**  any  oppofition  to  the  troops  under  my 
**  command,  but  rather  to  fuflfer  them  every- 
**  where  to  enter  the  kingdom  freely,  ai^d 
*•  to  aflPord  them  all  the  afliftance,  andfhew 
**  them  all  the  benevolence,  which  circum- 
**  fiances  may  require. 

'*  Given 
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^'  Given  at  General  Quarters  at  Coblentz, 
'*  July  25,  1792. 
X  '*  Signed, 

••  Charles  Guillaume  Ferdinand 
**  Due  DE  Brunswick  Lunenburg.'* 

Two  days  after  this  declaration  was  pub- 
liflied,  the  Duke  of  Brun/xvick  iffued  an 
additional  one  on  account  of  the  report  that 
had  been  fpread,  that  the  Jacobins  meant  to 
remove  the  King  and  Royal  Family  to  the 
South  of  France,  as  foon  as  the  combined 
armies  entered  our  frontiers.  They  certainly 
never  had  any  fuch  defign.  The  fadlious 
were  too  acute  not  to  perceive,  that  by  fo 
changing  the  country,  or  at  leaft  removing 
the  feat  of  the  Revolution,  they  would  have 
entirely  diforganized  it/  For  in  what  part 
of  France  Would  they  have  been  able  to  find 
the  refources  and  means  of  power  of  every 
kind  which  they  had  collected  in  the  Capi- 
tal ?  To  have  removed  them  from  it,  there- 
fore, might  have  been  of  great  advantage ; 
but  the  additional  declaration  tended,  on  the 
contrary,  to  keep  them  there.  In  that  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  faid,  "  1  declare,  that 
••  if,    contrary  to  all  expeiSation,    by  the 

**  perfidy 
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'*  perfidy  or  bafenefs  of  fome  inhabitants  of 
•*  Paris,  the  King,  the  Queen,  or  any  other 
•*  perfon  of  the  Royal  Family,  (hould  be 
*•  carried  off  from  that  city,  all  the  places 
**  and  towns  whatfoever  which  (hall  not 
**  have  oppofed  their  paffage,  and  (hall  not 
^*  have  ftopped  their  proceeding,  fliall  incur 
**  the  fame  punishments  as  thofe  inflicfled  on 
*  *  the  inhabitants  of  Paris ;  and  the  route 
**  which  (hall  be  taken  by  thofe  who  carry 
•^  off  the  King  and  Royal  Family,  (hall  be 
*^  marked  with  a  feries  of  exemplary,  pu- 
**  ni(hments,  ju(tly  due  to  the  authors  and 
*'  abettors  of  crimes  for  which  there  is  no 
**  femiflion.'* 

The  French  Princes  alfo  publi(hed,  on 
the  8th  of  Augutt,  a  declaration  containing 
a  (incere  ftatement  of  their  conduft,  reafons, 
fentiments,  and  intentions  *. 

No   doubt   was   entertained   beyond    the 
Rhine,     that     thefe    different    declarations^ 
would  enfure  perfect  fafety  for  the  King  and 
his  family,  that  they  would   fpread  alarm 
and  the  fpirit  of  defertion  among  the  patriots, 

•  This  important  paper  was  not  known  at  Paris 
till  towards  the  end  of  Auguft.  See  Appendix,  No. 
XXX. 

and 
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and  that  they  would  afTemble  in  the  com- 
bined armies,  on  their  entering  France,  all 
the  Royaiifts  of  the  interior,  the  adherents 
of  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  Parliaments  of 
the  old  fyftem,  and  all  diffatisiied  perfons ; 
but  thofe  threats,  too  ridiculoufly  height- 
ened to  be  believed  fincere,  neither  fright- 
ened nor  induced  any  one  to  join  the  armies. 

The  fadlious  (howed  more  ability  in  their 
choice  of  means  to  promote  defertion  in  the 
foreign  armies.  They  laid  it  down  as  a 
princtpjct  **  that  defertion  was  but  an  ho- 
•*  nourabk  exercife  of  a  natural  right,  when 
**  any  one  chofe  to  leave  a  land  of  flavery, 
•*  to  take  refuge  in  one  of  liberty:  that 
•*  free  men  were  but  of  one  country,  and 
**  that  there  could  exift  no  obligation  on  the 
*'  part  of  a  man  deprived  of  his  natural 
**  rights,  towards  him  who  had  deprived 
•*  him  of  them/*  On  this  principle  the 
Ailembly,  on  the  sd  of  Auguft,  in  confe- 
quence  of  Guadefs  report,  paffed  the  fol- 
lowing decree : 

**  1.  Every  officer  or  foldier  of  the  ene- 
•*  my*s  army,  who,  defiring  to  range  them- 
**  felves  under  the  banner  of  liberty,  (hall 
**  appear  at  a  military  poft,  or  before  one 
*•  of    the    Conftituted    Authorities,    as    a 

**  French 
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**  French  citizen,  Ihall  be  received  with 
'*  fraternal  afiecftion;  Ihall  be  prefented,  as 
**  a  fign  of  his  adoption,  with  a  cockade  of 
"  three  colours^  fhall  enjoy  a  penfion  for 
**  life  of  an  hundred  livres,  of  which  one 
"  quarter  (hall  be  always  in  advance,  and 
'*  fliall  be  admitted  to  take  the  Civic  Oath. 
**  The  penfion,  upon  their  deceafe,  ihall  be 
"  continued  to  their  widows. 

'*  2.  Thofe  who  would  not  contrad  a 
"  military  engagement,  fhall  not  be  forced 
•*  to  it ;  thofe  who  chufe  it,  (hall  be  admit- 
"  ted  to  what  army  they  pleafe,  and  (hall 
"  receive  the  ordinary  fee  upon  enlifting. 

**  3.  Lifts  (hall  be  formed  of  foreigners 
"  in  the  fervice  of  France,  and  the  penfions 
•'  of  thofe  who  die  (hall  be  continued  to 
*'  the  furvivors,  till  the  latter  (hall  have  an- 
*'  nuities  of  five  hundred  livres  each. 

'^  4.  The  widows  of  fuch  military  per- 
"  fons  will  receive  the  annual  penfion  of 
"one  hundred  livres,  but  will  not  (hare 
•*  the  benefits  of  the  tontine.      V 

•*  5.  Thofe  who  do  not  taka  a  military 
**  engagement,  (hall  retire  into  the  interior 
•*  parts  of  the  kingdom;  thofe  who  (hall 
•*  ferve,  will  have  the  fame  reward  for  bril- 
"  liant  adtions  ais  French  citizens." 

Part  11.  Vol.  III.  H  Could 
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Could  there  be  a  more  alluring  bait  for 
all  fuch  foldicrs  as  wanted  fpirit,  were  dif- 
gufted  with  fervice,  diflatisfied  with  their 
officers  or  their  pay,  than  the  certainty  of 
being  paid,  and  in  advance,  without  having 
any  thing  to  do,  or  being  expofcd  to  any 
danger  ?  And  fo  it  happened;  for  the  con- 
fequence  of  this  decree  was,  that  defertions 
from  the  Auftrian  and  Frudian  armies  were 
very  much  increafed,  whereas  the  Duke  of 
Brunjivick's  Manifefto  made  no  impreffion 
on  the  French  foldicrs. 
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CHAPTER   XXVII. 


Letter  from  the  King  to  the  AJfemhly  on  the 
Duke  of  Brunfmck^s  Declaration — Pe* 
titions  and  Addreffes  for  the  DepofUion 
^qf  the  King'^M.  Vaublanc  remonjbrates 
againjl  the  tumultuous  ConduEl  of  the 
Galleries — Appearance  of  the  Court  on 
the  §th  of  Augujl — The  King  changes, 
his  Refolution  of  leannng  Paris — Cori^ 
duB  of  the  Duke  de  Liancourt.  Afud^ 
den  Projed.  formed  for  the  King's  Efcape 
by  CornpiegnC'-^How  fruflrated  —  The 
Motion  for  a  Decree  of  Impeachment 
againji  M.  de  la  Fayette  rejedUd^Peti- 
tionfor  the  King^s  D^qfition,  figned  by 
Ha  the 
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the  Federates  and  others  in  the  Champs-- 
de-'Mars — Terms  demanded  by  Brijfot 
for  preventing  the  expeSled  InfurreQion 
— Santerre's  TerTOs — The  Deputies  who 
defended  M.  de  la  Fayette  infulted  and 
attacked  in  the  Streets — Refolution  of 
the  SeEtion  cf  the  Quinze-Vingts  — 
Ferment  of  the  Capital — Preparations 
for  defending  the  Palace — Eledion  of  a 
New  Commune. 


Although  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick\ 
manifefto  was  not  officially  known,  the 
general  Jknowkdge  of  it,  tnd  its  appearance 
iQ  aJl  the  Gazettes,  J&ifficiently  proved  its 
exifteftce  to  m^ke  it  necefiarj  for  the  King 
to  take  fome  vjotioc  of  it  to  the  Legiflativc 
Body.  TJoe  Minifters  therefore  went  to 
the  AflhnbJy  on  the  3d  of  Aug^uft,  and 
,delivered  the  foJJowing  letter  to  the  Pre- 
iident,: 

•^  Mr.Frefidcnt,  , 

^'  For  ^vefal  day^  «  paper  has  been  cir- 

*♦  ^atedp  entitled.  The  Declaration  of  the 

"  reigning  Duke    of  Brunfrnd-Lunen^ 

^*  kur^h.  Commander  of  the  ComHned  Ar^ 

mies 
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•'  mies  of  thdr  Majtjlies  the  Emperor  and 
*•  the  Kinffdf  PruffiA^  addrrejfed  to  the  in^ 
^*  habitants  of  France.  This  paper  exhi- 
*'  bits  nothing  that  can  be  confidered  as  a* 
proof  of   its  authenticity.     It    has    not 

*  been  ttanfmitted  by  aBy  of  my  Minifters 
'*  at  the  feveral  Courts  of  Germany  near 
^'  our    frontiers.     The    publication    of  if, 

*  nevierthelefs,  feenas  to  me  to  reqjuirc  a 
^*  new  declaration  of  my  fentiment^  and  my 
^*  principles. 

**  France  is  menaced  by  a  great  combina* 
"  tion  of  forces.  Let  us  all  recoUedl  the 
**  neceflity  of  union.  Calumny  will  not 
••  cafily  believe  the  forrow  I  feql  in  confi- 
•*  dering  the  di/fenfions  that  exift  among  us,. 
•*  and  the  evils  gathering  around  us;  but 
•*  thofe  who  know  of  what  vajite  in  my 
•*  eyes  are  the  blood  and  the  fortune  qf 
"  the  people,  .will  give  credit  to  my  un- 
'*  eafinefs  and  my  grief. 

**  I  brpught  with  me  pacific  fentimcntts 
**  to  the  throne,  becaufe  peace,  the  firft 
**  blcffing  of  nations,  is  the  firft  duty  of 
**  Kings.  My  former  Minifters  know  what 
*•  efforts  I  have  made  to  avoid  war.  I  felt 
**  howneceftary  peace  was  ;  that  alone  could 
*^  enlighten  the  nation  on  the  new  form  of 
H  3  ••  her 
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*'  her  government ;  that  alone,  by  {paring  the 
*^  fufferings  of  the  people,  could  make  me 
♦*  fupport  the  charaiSter  t  undertook  in  the 
♦*  Revolution.  But  I  yielded  to  the  un^ni- 
**  mous  opinion  of  my  Council,  to  the 
"  wilh  manifefled  by  a  great  part  of  the 
*•  nation,  and  feveral  times  cxpreffed  by 
•*  the  National  Aflembly. 

••  When  war  was  declared,  I  neglefted 
^'  none  of  the  means  &f  afTuring  its  fuccefs*. 
•^  My  Minifters  received  orders^ to  concert 
'*  meafures  with  the  Committees  of  th<i 
•*  National  Aflembly  and  with  the  Gei\|srals« 
•*  If  the  event  has  not  yet  anfwered  the 
**  hopes  of  the  nation,  ought  we  not  to  lay 
•*  the  blame  on  our  inteftine  divifions,  the 
**  prpgrefs  of  the  fpirit  of  party,  and  above 
*•  all,  on  the  ftj^tc  of  our  armies,  which 
**  required  to  be  more  pradifed  in  the  ufe  of 
**  arms  before  they  were  led  to  combat  ?  But 
••  the  nation  fliall  fee  my  efforts  incrcafe 
'•  witH  thofi?  of  the  hoflile  powers ;  1  will 
*•  take,  in  concert  with  the  National  Af- 
•*  fgmbly,  every  means  to  turn  the  evils  in^ 

♦  The  reading  was  here  fcandaloufly  interrupted  by 
the  murmurs  that  broke  out  in  one  part  of  the  Hall,  and 
by  the  clamour  of  the  galleries. 

^*  feparable 
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•  *  feparable  from  war  to  the  advantage  of 

•  *  its  liberty  and  glory. 

'*  I  have,  accepted  the  Conftitution  ;  the 
**  majority  of  the  nation  deiired  it ;  I  faw 
^  that  the  nation  confidered  it  as  the  foun- 
**  dation  of  its  happinefs,  and  its  happi- 
^*  nefs  is  the  fole  objed  of  my  life. 

**  From  that  moment,  I  impofed  it  as  a 

•  ♦  law  upon  myfelf,  to  be  faithful  to  the 
•*  Conftitution* ;  and  I  gave  orders  to  my 
•*  Miniftcrs  to  make  it  the  rule  of  their 
•*  condud.  I  wiflied  not  to  fubftitute  my 
•*  knowledge  for  experience,  nor  my  opi- 
•'  nion  for  my  oath.  It  was  my  dut^  td 
•*  labour  for  the  good  of  the  people:  I 
••  have  difcharged  that  duty;  and  to  have 
*•  done  (b  is  enough  to  fatisfy  the  confciencc 
"  of  an  honeft  man.  Never  (hall  I  be  feen 
**  compounding  the  glory  or  the  interefts  of 

the  nation ;  never  receiving  the  law  from 
reigners  or  from  a  party;  it  is  to  the  na- 
tion that  I  am  bound;  I  ^fjfi  one  and  the 
*•  feme  with  it ;  no  intercft  (hall  feparate  me 
^*  frgm  it ;  the  nation  alone  (hall  be  Ijftened 
^*  to,  and  I  will  maintain  the  National  inde« 

*  Here  the  murmurs  and  clamours  were  redoubled, 
and  even  the  words  //  ss  not  true  were  heard ! 

H  4  '•  pendencc 
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'*  pcndencc  with  my  Jaft  breath,  Pcrfonal 
•*  dangers  compared  with  pubhc  dangers » 
•*  are  nothing.  What  are  perfonal  dan- 
**  gers  to  a  King,  from  whom  it  is  at- 
*•  tempted  to  aleniate  the  lOve  of  the  people  ? 
^*  There  lies  the  real  wound  of  my  heart. 
••  The  people,  perhaps,  will  one  day  know 
♦*  how  dear  to  me  their  happinefs  is,  how 
**  much  it  has  always  bcea  my  fole  intereft, 
«*  my  firft  wifli.  How  rnany  griefs  might 
**  be  effaced  by  the  flighted  marks  of  its 
**  return  T' 

This  letter,  in  which  the  King  with  fin- 
cerity  and  candour,  and  in  fa  afFeiSling  a 
manner  mentioned  his  principles,  his  con- 
duct, his  feqtiaients,  and  bis  fufferings, 
was  heard  without  the  leaft  emotion  by  a 
great  majority  of  this  brutal  Affcmbly. 
They  even  dared  to  refufe  to  order  its  being 
printed,  under  a  pretence  of  its  containing 
fentiments  oC  which  the  King  had  as  yet 
given  no  fufEcient  prpof.  **  It  is  not  in 
♦•  «mpty  letters,"  it  was  feid,  *'  but  in 
*•  a<aion8  of  great  energy,  that  the  formal 
^*  aft  of  refiftance,  which  the  Conftitution 
^*  prefcribcs   to  the  King  againft  enemies 

*^  who 
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*•  who  make  war  upon  us  and  his  name, 
*'  confifts/' 

Ifnard  afcendedthe  tribune  in  rage,  and 
undertook  to  prove  by  his  vociferations  that 
the  condu6l  of  the  King  was  as  contrary  td 
the  Conftitution  as  his  language  was  con- 
formable to  it ;  and  that,  not  fatisfied  with 
having  done  nothing  that  he  ought  to  have 
done  to  fupport  a  foreign  war  fueccfsfully, 
to  prevent  a  civil  one,  and  to  put  a  flop  to 
the  plan  of  Counter-revolution  formed  by  a 
fa<%ious  nobility  and  rebellious  priefts,  he 
had  obftruded  all  the  mcafures  of  the  Af- 
fembly. 

To  complete  the  fcandal  of  this  Sitting, 
Petion  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  deputation 
from  the  Commune,  and  recapitulated  the 
pretended  grievances  the  nation  had  to  com- 
plain of  againft  the  King  fince  the  opening 
of  the  States-General,  and  the  pretended 
favours  conferred  by  the  nation  on  Lonis 
XVL  The  infamous  petition  he  brought 
concluded  thus : 

**  From  a  remaining  inclination  to  indul- 
*•  genee,  we  could  have  wiflied  it  were  in 
our  power  tp  afk  of  you  only  rfie  fuf- 
penfion  of  Louis  XVI.  while  the  danger 
of  the  country  exifted ;  but  this  the  Con- 

*•  ftitution 
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•*  ftitution  forbids.  Louis  XVI.  inceffantly 
**  invokes  the  Conftitution  :  we  invoke  it 
*<  in  our  turn,  and  demand  his  depofition. 
**  This  grand  meafure  once  adopted,  it 
**  being  very  doubtful  that  the  nation  can 
**  have  confidence  in  the  prefent  dynaft/j 
**  we  demand  that  Minifters,  jointly  re* 
**  iponfible,  propofed  by  the  National  Af- 
**  fembly,  but  not  any  of  their  own  Mem- 
**  hers,  according  to  the  CoqAitutional  adl, 
•'  and  chofen  by  the  open  votes  of  free 
*'  men,  ihould  exercife  provifionally  the 
*•  Executive  Power,  until  the  will  of  the 
**  people,  your  Sovereign  and  ours,  be  le- 
**  gaily  declared  in  a  National  Convention, 
'*  as  foon  as  the  fafcty  of  the  State  fhall 
**  permit  it.  Meanwhile,  let  our  enemies, 
*•  whoever  they  be,  all  afTemble  beyond  our 
•*  frontiers ;  let  the  bafe  and  the  perjured 
**  dcfert  the  land  of  liberty,  and  let  300,000 
**  flaves  advance,  they  (hall  find  before 
them  ten  millions  of  free  men  ready  for. 
*'  death  or  vidlory,  fighting  for  equality, 
**  for  their  paternal  roofs,  their  wives,  theijr 
**  children,  and  their  aged  friends.  Let 
**  every  one  of  us  be  a  foldier  in  his  turn  5 
*^  and  if  we  are  deftined  to  have  the  honour 
**  of  dying  for  our  country,  let  each  of  us,, 

**  before 
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**  before  he  yields  his  laft  breath,  render  his 
"  memory  illuilrious  by  the  death  of  a  flavc 
••  or  of  a  tyrant." 

Thefe  ridiculous  rhodomantades  and  thefc 
demands,  the  leaft  fault  of  which  was  their 
entire  oppofition  to  the  Conftitution,  were 
applauded  with  rapture;  anH  the  Affembly, 
who,  had  they  done  their  duty,  would  have 
fent  the  petition  of  the  Commune  of  Paris 
to  a  Court, of  Juftice  for  the  purpofe  of  try* 
ing  the  petitioners,  referred  it  to  the  Com* 
miilion  of  the  Twelve. 

The  Conununc  having  thus  with  impunity 
given  the  iignal  of  rebellion,  were  foon  foU 
lowed  by  the  9edions.  That  of  Maucon- 
feil  entcred^on  the  fame  day  into  a  Refolu- 
tion,  the  fubftance  of  which  was  as  follows  9 
*•  Confidering  that  it  is  impoffible  to  favc 
*♦  Liberty  by  the  Conftitution,  that  confe- 
'*  qucntly  fo  far  the  Conftitution  cannot  be 
'•  regarded  as  the  expreilion  of  the  general 
<*  Willi  confidering  that  Louis  XVI.  has 
^*  loft  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  the  Af- 
*•  fembly,  met  to  the  number  of  600  and 
^*  upwards,  declare,  in  the  moft  authentic 
^*  and  folemn  manner  to  all  their  brethren, 
**  that  they  no  longer  acknowledge  Louis 
*'  XVI.  as  King  of  the  French,  and  that,  in 
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*^  renewing  the  oath  of  living  and  dying  free, 
**^  and  of  being  faithful  to  the  nation,  tfaey 
**  retrad  the  remainder  of  their  oath,  the 
'*  public  credulity  having  been  deluded  into 
'•  it :  and  they  do  in  confcqucnce  Resolve, 
**  that  on  Sunday  next  the  5th  of  Auguft, 
**  they  will  go  all  together  to  the  Legiflativc 
"  Body  to  acquaint  them  with  the  prefent 
•*  declaration,  and  to  afk  them  whether  they 
^  will  at  length  favc  the  country,  referving 
"  themfelves,  according  to  the  anfwer  they 
^*  fhall  receive,  to  take  a  fuitable  determkia* 
*•  tion  5  vowing  beforehand,  that  they  will 
••  rather  bury  themfelves  under  the  ruins  of 
**  liberty  than  fubfcribe  to  the  defpotifm  of 
*^  Kings :  they  do  moreover  Resolve, 
**  that  an  addrefs  (hall  be  fent  to  the  47 
**  other  Seftions,  and  to  all  the  Communes 
•*  of  the  Department  of  Paris,  containing 
**  an  invitation  to  fupport  the  prefent  Refo- 
**  lut;ion,  and  to  join  them  on  the  faid  dny, 
*•  Sunday,  Auguft  5th,  at  eleven  o*clDch  in 
**  the  morning,  to  appear  before  the  Legif- 
''  lativc  Body." 

The  addrefs  which  accompanied  this 
Refolution  was  not  only  feditious,  but  re- 
gicide. 1  Ihall  cite  only  the  following  paf- 
fagcofit:    ••  Already   has  a.  contemptible 
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'*  tyrant  too  long  (ported  wkh  our  fate ;  let  us 
'*  bewtfeof  poftp(ming  his  punifhment  till 
*^  he  lias  fecured  his  tri;umph.  Citizens! 
/'  rouk,  and  remember  that  a  tyrant  never 
*^  pardons.  Without  ftiU  wafting  our  titne  in 
*•  weighing  his -errors,  crimes,  and  perjuries, 
^*  fct  us  ftrike  the  frightful  Coloflus  of  defpo- 
•'  tifm;  let  it  fall,  Jet  it  be  daflied  to  pieces, 
**  and  let  the  noife  of  its  fall  make  tyrants 
*  *  to  the  extremities  of  the  world  grow  pale.  *' 
This  addi^^fs  appointed  the  Boulevard  de 
la  Magdeleine  as  the  general  place  of 
meeting.  The  Aflembly  confidering  thefc 
ads  as  derogatory  to  their  authority,  and 
as  a  manifeft  ufurpation  of  their  power, 
annulled  them  as  unconftitutional,  and  in 
the  func  decree,  invited  all  the  citizens 
to  confine  their  zeal  within  the  limits  of 
the  law.  Petitions,  however,  the  moft 
inconfiftent  with  the  Conftitution,  were 
not  in  their  eyes  out  of  thofe  limits.  In 
the  fame  Sitting,  and  almoft  at  the  fame 
inilant,  they  received,  not  only  without 
difapprobation  but  with  applaufe,  a  petition 
from  the  Se<9:ionof  the  Gravilliers,  requiring 
them  in  the  moft  imperious  tone  to  declare 
immediately  that  there  were  grounds  for  an 
impeachment  of   Louis  XV I.     "  We  yet 
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"  leave  to  you/*  added  the  fpeaker  of  the 
deputation,  *•  the  honour  of  faving  the 
**  country  5  but  if  you  refufe  to  do  it,  it 
*'  will  certainly  behove  i\s  to  take  the  refo- 
**  lution  of  faving  it  ourijplves/* 

The  applaufes  of  the  Cote-gauche  and  ac» 
clamations  of  the  galleries  redouble^  when 
this  deputation,  admitted  to  the  honours 
of  the  Sitting,  croffed  the  Hall.  It  would 
not  have  been  eafy  to  find  a  more  dfcc- 
tual  method  of  encouraging,  addrefles 
and  petitions  for  the  depofition  of  the 
King ;  and  it  was  accordingly  voted  by  ac- 
clamation in  lefs  than  four-and-twenty 
hours  by  all  the  Sections  of  Paris,  except 
thofe  of  the  Bibliotheque  and  Arfcnaly  who^ 
refifting  with  indignation  all  the  attempts 
that  were  made  to  feduce  them,  had  the 
noble  courage  to  proteft  folemnly  againft  the 
addrefs  of  the  Commune  deitianding  the 
depofition  of  the  King.  They  notified  their 
proteft  to  the  Allembly  by  petitions,  in 
which  that  addrefs  was  denounced  as  uncon- 
ftitutional,'  framed  without  any  authority  on 
their  part,  and  as  injurious  to  the  patriotifm 
and  good  ienfe  of  the  citizens  of  the  Capi<^ 
tal.  Thefe  petitions  called  forth  the  mur- 
murs of  the  Cote-gauche^  and  were  hooted 
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by  the  gtUcries.  Some  Members  of  the 
Cote-droit  who  attempted  to  remonftrate 
againft  this  (hameful  behaviour,  were  inter- 
rupted at  every  word  by  ftill  louder  mur- 
murs. The  brave  and  worthy  Vaublanc^ 
incenfed  at  the  uproar,  and  prevailing  over 
it  by  the  ftrength  of  his  voice,  cenfured  the 
Affembly  with  great  energy  for  bearing  fuch 
indignities.  **  It  is  not/*  faid  he,  ••  by 
*•  yielding  to  the  clamours  of  the  galleries, 
**  and  thus  bafely  facrificing  our  duties,  that 
••  we  are  to  give  the  brave  defenders  of  the 
*•  country  an  example  of  the  courage  that 
fhould  animate  citizens  fighting  for  li- 
berty ;  if  it  is  not  to  reign  within  thefe 
walls  I  fliall  no  where  fee  public  liberty. 
If  then  thefe  vociferations  are  to  continue, 
if  I  cannot  fpeak  my  opinion  freely  here, 
I  fhall  move,  not  with  clamour,  but  very 
"  coolly,  that  we  leave  Paris.  This  will  be 
**  the  part  of  courage  and  of  duty,  if  you 
••  find  that  the  people  of  this  town  wifh  to 
**  domineer  over  you,  and  if  the  galleries 
'*  perfift  toinfult  by  thefe  clamours  both  the 
"  National  Sovereignty  and  the  Conftitu- 
*•  tional  laws>  without  which  you  would  be 
'^  nothing,  and  liberty  but  a  phantom.  I 
•*  "move  therefore  that  the  Report  prepared 
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**  by  the  Extraordinary  Commiflion  refped- 
**  ing  the  galleries,  and^  the  order  of  your 
•*  Sittings  be  made  to-morrow/* 

This  motion  was  decreed*,  but  almofl:  at 
the  fame  inftant  the  Aflembly  had  the  cow* 
ardice  to  admit  to  the  Baif  a  number  of  peo- 
ple, who  faid  that  they  were  deputed  by 
feveral  Seftions  of  Paris  to  ftate  their  ad- 
herence to  the  declaration  of  the  Sedion  of 
Mauconfeil,  which  had  juft  been  annulled 
as  unconftitutional,  and  yet  thefe  people  ob- 
tained the  honour  of  marching  into  the' 
Hall  to  the  number  of  twenty. 

The  depofition  of  the  King  was  not  only 
the  obje<5t  of  the  numbcrlefs  petitions  daily 
prefented  to  the  Aflembly  through  the  means 
of  the  Jacobins,  it  had  become  the  general 
cry  of  the  populace,  who,  without  fufpedt- 
ing  the  real  meaning  of  the  word,  had  it 
perpetually  in  their  mouths,  and  ftupidly 
thought  that  the  depofition  would  be  a  re- 
medy for  every  thing ;  that  it  would  lower 
the  price  of  bread  and  meat ;  that  the  Civil 
Lift  would  be  divided  among  the  patriots, 
that  is  to  fay,  the*  Sans- Culottes ;  that  all 

♦  The  Extraordinary  Commiflion  of  the  Twelve,  a 
great  part  of  whom  were  Girondift^^  did  not  make  this 
report  either  next  day^  or  the  days  following. 
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tiic  <^&ces  md  employOMifits  would  he  filled 
#  difpofed  of  bj  them,  &c.  It  was  thus 
that  the  &£l;ioii$  had  f>i!epared  thtir  minds 
for  the  cvcDt  which  was  to  complete  the  de- 
ftru^ion  of  the  Monarchy  ;  an  event  which 
it  was  impbflible  oat  to  fee  was  very  rapidly 
advancing,,  and  which  it  was  no  longer  in 
the  Kill's  power  to  avoid  but  by  leaving 
Paris.  I  did  not  doubt  therefore  that  his 
Majefly  would  be  more  convinced  than  ever 
of  the  ncccflity  of  aWding  by  that  detcrmi-* 
nation,  and  I  went  on  the  4th  of  Auguft  to 
M*  de  Mentnterin'Sr  to  fettk  fiiuilly  with 
him  all  the  preparations  and  anaogements 
r^tive  to  the  King^s  departure. 

Sttfitring  6bj  and  night  for  fix  weeks  the 
moBt  dreadful  anxiety  for  the  dangers  of  the 
King^  I  was  not  a  ware  that  I  was  lofing  my 
health  till  I  was  made  fenfible  of  it  by  a 
very  painful  indifpofition  which  pievented 
my  walking  or  ftanding  uptight  without 
the  grcateft  diiBculty.  I  ncverthekfs  col- 
lected all  my  ftrength  to  attend  the  King's 
levee  on  Sunday  the  5th  of  Augufi:.  The 
Court  had  never  been  more  brilliant,  or  at 
leaft  more  numerous  than  it  was  on  that 
day.  The  liyely  intereft  and  general  un- 
cafineis  created  by  the  fituation  of  the  King 
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and  Queen  were  painted  on  every  counte- 
nance. One  feemed  to  read  in  the  looks  #f 
all  the  painful  cxpreflion  of  a  laft  adieu. 
I  could  not  long  fupport  this  afFe(5ling  fcene; 
I  tore,  myfelf  away,  my  eyes  filled  with 
tears,  to  go  and  wait  for  M.  Lcfort^  whofe 
return  I  expected  every  hour,  and  far  was  I 
at  that  moment  from  thinking  that  I  had 
feen  the  King  and  Royal  Family  for  the  laft 
time. 

The  account  M.  Lefdrt  gave  me  of  his 
tniflion  was  in  the  higheft  degree  fatis- 
fadtory,  and  my  hopes  buoyed  me  up  for  a 
moment;  but  they  all  vanilhed  on  my  re- 
ceiving  a  meflage  from  the  King  and  Queen 
with  an  order  to  fufpend  the  preparations 
for  their  departure,  as  it  was  their  Majefties^ 
intentions  to  refcrve  that  ftep  foi^  the  laft 
exti^etnity.*  In  my  converfation  with  M. 
de  Montmorin  on  this  fatal  change,  he  told 
me  that  he  was  pofitively  informed  that  it 
was  the  Queen  who  fet  his  Majefty  againft 
the  fcheme  of  taking  refuge  in  Gaillon,  al- 
though Ihe  had  at  firft  approved  of  it ;  but 
her  diftruft    of   the   Duke  de  Liancourty 

*  See  Private  Memoirs,  Vol.   III.    Chap.  XXXI. 
and  XXXIL 
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who    commanded    in    that    part    of   Nor- 
mandy,   afterwards   determined  her  againft 
that  plan.     •*  M.  Bertrand  does  hot  con-* 
^*  fider/*  fhe  faid,  **  that  he  is  throwing  us 
**  into  the  hands  of  Conftitutionalifts.** 

Befides,  they  had  juft  hekrd  that  the 
Pruflian  army  was  in  motion.  Nobody 
doubted  l|ut  that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick^s 
plan  was  to  march  llraight  to  Paris ;  and  it 
was  thought  that  the  French  army  were  too 
weak  and  too  ill  commanded  to  refift  the 
difciplined  Germans,  led  by  fo  experienced 
a  General ;  and  that  our  troops  would  take 
flight  at  his  approach.  Some  private  ad- 
vilbrs  of  the  Queen  wiftied  this  too  much 
not  to  believe  it;  and  it  was  on  thefc  chi- 
merical conjedlures  that  the  deluded  Court 
founded  their  hopes. 

With  refpeiSt  to  the  Duke  de  Liancourt^ 
I  had  not  become  acquainted  with  him  till 
the  months  of  May-  17^>  and  till  then  I 
never  paid  fufficient  attention  to  his  con- 
duct to  enable  me  to  form  any  judgment 
of  it.  He  fought .  my  acquaintance,  be* 
caufe  his  aflidubus  attendance  at  the  Palace 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that 
I  kept  up  a  particular  correfpondence  with 
the  King :  the  objedl  of  his  firft  vifit  was, 
•       I  2  to 
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tomforflu  me  of  the  means  he  had  of  iendng 
his  Majeflj  in  NonBandy^  whither  he  was 
then  going.  He  had  entirely  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  regiments  under  his  eom-» 
mand  there,  as  weU  as  of  the  Department 
and  Municipality  i  his  defign  was  to  take 
every  opportunity  of  rendering  the  Jaco*- 
bins  odious,  of  oppofing  Republican  ideas» 
and  flrengthening  the  attachment  which 
prevailed  in  that  province  for  the  King  and 
Conftitution. 

The  Duke  forefaw  that  the  King  would 
be  forced  to  leave  the  Capital,  and  Nonmyady 
appeared  to  him  the  Ptovince  in  which  \a^ 
Majefty  would  be  likely  to  meet  with  the 
moft  cordial  reception,  and  where  he  would 
find  himfelf  in  gceateft  feoirity*  Befides, 
Normandy  was  the  only  Province  in  which 
he  could  take  re&ge  without  pafling  the 
bounds  piefciibed  by  the  Conftitution.  It 
was  upon  this  occafion  that  the  Duke  de 
Liancaurt  told  me,  that  if  the  King  wanted 
money,  as  there  was  reaibn  to  fear  would  be 
the  cafe^  all  his  fortune,  one  hundred  louis 
d^orayear  excqpted,  was  at  his  Majefty's 
difpo£d;  and  that  by  giving  him  notice^ 
only  a  foitnight  befordiand,  he  could  fumiik 
a  n^illioaof  livres  at  leaft 
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The  Dukt  de  Liancourt  obfcrving  the 
air  of  furprife  with  which  I  liflened  to  his 
pTopofal,  entered  into  a  circumftantial  ac- 
count of  the  motives  of  his  conduct  in  the 
Affembly,  and  the  different  proofs  he  had 
given  the  King  of  his  attachment.  This 
explanation  appeared  to  me  fincere,  and  kft 
a  fufficient  impreffion  upon  me  to  induce  me 
to  make  a  note  of  it ;  but  I  have  no  reafon 
to  be  fatisfied  with  myfclf  for  the  ufe  I  made 
of  it*. 

IcouW 

*  I  am  oblige  to  fiiy,  that  I  was  for  a  Itxig  time  oon* 
vtnced  of  the  Gncerity  of  the  Duke  di  Ua$u$urfs  fen- 
timcnts,  and  that  I  fliould  Aill  have  remained  in  that 
error,  if  he  had  not  taken  pains  himfelf  to  undeceive  me. 
J  (aw  him  frequently  while  he  was  in  London,  and  in 
^I  the  vifits  I  received  from  him  after  the  King's  death, 
he  ihed  tears  with  m&  for  the  fate  of  that  unfortunate 
Prince.  He  was  forever  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  it, 
and  was  entirely  occupied  with  a  work  intended  to  vin* 
dicate  his  memory.  I  was  greatly  charmed  with  thefe 
demonftrations  of  attachment,  and  was  even  fimple 
enough  tohelieve,  as  he  told  me,  that  he  was  going  to 
America  only  to  fly  from  twxy  thing  elfe,  and  devote 
himielf  entirely  to  that  work.  The  feelings  raifed  by  fo 
kudable  a  zeal,  led  me  to  try  to  recover  the  good 
opinion  of  the  French  nobility  for  the  Duke  Je  Liancourt ; 
and  in  the  Private  Menunrs,  which  Ipubliihed  in  17979 
I  gave  a  faithful  ftatement  of  the  converfation  I  had  had 
with  him  in  i79t«     It  was  not  in  my  power  at  the  time 
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I  could  not  fufp€6t  (hat  at  the  very  time  I 
received  the  order  for  fufpending,  and  re- 
ferving  for  the  laft  extremity,  the  meafures 
relative  to  the  plan  I  had  prppofed,  the  King 
was  ferioufly  conlidcring  another  projedt  for 
his  departure.  I  was  ignorant  who  the 
framer  of  it  was,  but  would  not  doubt  its 
exiftence,  when  Madame  Elizabeth^  on 
being  made  acquainted  with  it,  and  terrified 
at  the  dangers  it  prefented,  fent  the  Baron 
de  Gi liters  to  me  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night 
on  the  8th  of  Auguft,  to  inquire  whether  I 
had  propofcd  it,  and,  if  fo,  to  prevail  on 
me  not  to  perfift  in  it.     The  circumftances 

to  confult  hUn  upon  it,  nor  fliould  I  have  thought  that  nc- 
cqflary  to  do  him  the  jufticc  which  I  believed  he  deferved. 
Little  did  I  expe£l  a  reproach  from  him ;  I  rather  antici- 
pated thanks  for  my  good  intentions ;  but  his  refidence  in 
America  had  entirely  altered  his  fentiments,  ^or  rather 
had  revived  thofe  which  had  put  the  Queen  upon  her 
guard  againfl  him.  On  his  return,  he  addreflcd  a  letter 
.  to  me,  of  which  I  knew  nothing  till  I  faw  it  in  the 
Lcyden  Gazette,  and  in  which  he  accufed  me  of  at- 
tributing words  to  him  in  my  Memoirs  which  he  had 
never  fpokcn :  thefe  he  underlined,  as  if  he  had  really 
copied  them  verbatim  from  my  work.  In  my  anfwcr, 
which  was  infcrted  in  feveral  public  papers,  I  proved  to 
him  that  his  quotations  were  erroneous,*  and  his  com- 
plaint unfounded.     Sec  thefc  letters^  Appendix,  No. 

xxxi. 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AuG/1792]  FKENCH    REVOLUTION.  IIQ 

of  this  plan,  mentipned  to  me  by  the  Baron, 
convinced  me  that  it  was  not  mine.  I 
begged  him  to  affure  Madame  Elizabeth 
that  it  was  not,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  tell 
her,  that  being  convinced  that  the  King's 
departdre  was  indifpenfable,  I  had  propofed 
another  plan  to  him,  which  I  did  not  doubt 
fhe  would  be  much  lefs  alarmed  at  if  (he 
knew  it;  and  that  his  Majefty,  after  having 
decided  for  more  than  a  week  paft  to  folIovV 
it,  had  changed  his  mind,  which  made  me 
very  miferable.  \ 

I  afterwards  learned,  that  the  plan  which 
had  fo  much  alarmed  Madame  Elizabeth^ 
was,  that  the  King  and  Royal  Family 
fhould  fet  out  for  Compiegne,  where  every 
thing  was  to  be  ready,  to  enable  their  Ma- 
jefties  to  leave  the  kingdom,  in  cafe  of  ne- 
ceffity,  by  the  foreft  of  Ardennes,  and 
through  the  Principality  of  Beaumont.  M. 
d'Hervilly^  who  was  always  about  the  King, 
had  been  informed,  before  I  was,  of  the 
Queen's  oppofition  to  the  plan  of  going  to 
Gaillon,  and  his  zeal  had  fuggeftcd  this 
new  one.  The  Princes  had  been  apprifed 
of  it  through  the  means  of  a  perfon  of  very 
high  rank,  the  Count  de  L.,  who  was  fent 
to  Coblentz,  to  concert  with  them  the  mili- 
I  4  tary 
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tary  mcafures  to  be  taken,  if  there  ihoulcl 
be  occafion,  for  tbe  fafety  of  the  Royal 
Family  in  their  way  through  Ardennes  and 
the  Principality  of  Beaumont.  Unfortu- 
nately, as  he  was  paffing  through  Bruflfeis, 
the  Count  was  invited  to  fupper,  where  he 
had  the  indifcretion  to  mention  the  objeft  of 
his  miifion,  or  to  fufFer  the  mafter  of  the 
houfe  to  guefs  it.  The  next  day  the  Editor 
of  the  Bruffeis*  Gazette  inferted  in  his  paper 
an  article,  ftating  the  particulars  of  the  plan 
for  the  King's  going  to  Compiegne,  which 
rendered  the  execution  of  it  impofliMc,  I 
have  been  affurcd  that  the  very  perfon  with 
whom  the  Count  de  L.  fupped,  fcnt  this 
Gazette  to  the  King,  advifing  him  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  more  careful  in  his  confix- 
dence.  The  Prirtces^  who  had  began  to 
prepare,  for  the  execution  of  this  plan,  un- 
able to  conceive  how  the  Editor  of  the  Bruf- 
fels*  Gazette  had  gained  the  knowledge  of 
it,  fent  M.  de  Bttmkarfwis  to  inquire  into 
the*  fa(SU  On  his  arrival  at  Bru0els,  and 
after  much  difficulty,  which  he  overcame 
with  fifty  Louis  d'ors,  he  obtained,  firft^ 
the  confeflton  of  the  Editor  of  the  Gazette, . 
that  he  received  the  article  in  queftion  from 
the  Secretary  of  an  old  Minifter  of  France, 
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with  Whom  the  Count  de  L.  had  fuppcd  on 
his  waj  through  Braffcls;  and  then  the 
confeffion  of  the  Secretary  himfelf,  who 
faid  that  he  was  concealed  behind  an  open 
door  of  a  clofct  adjoining  the  room  where 
the  Minifter  and  the  Count  dt  L.  had  a  long 
private  converfation ;  that  he  was  placed  fo 
as  to  hear  all  that  was  iaid,  and  that  from 
a  memorandum  he  had  written  of  this  con- 
verfation, the  article  in  the  Gazette  had 
been  drawn  up.  Although  the  information 
which  I  have  received  on  thcfe  fads  is  pofi- 
tive,  the  fa€ts  themfelves  are  of  fuch  a  na* 
fure,  that  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  of 
them,  or  to  pafs  any  judgment  upon  them, 
I  (hould  wifh  to  have  heard  myfelf  the  con- 
feffions  of  the  Editor  and  Secretary,  and 
to  have  confronted  the  latter  with  the  Mi* 
niftcr. 

The  diAeartening  fatality  that  overturned, 
or  led  the  King  himfelf  to  rejeA,  the  beft 
concerted  meafures  for  his  fafety,  was  as  re- 
markable as  the  good  fortune  which  was  in 
a  manner  fo  propitious  to  the  manoeuvres  of 
the  £ci<^tous,  and  to  their  very  miflakcs, 
that  they  all  equally  concurred  to  the  fuccefs 
of  their  plan.  Nothing  certainly  could  be 
more  impolitic  thaji  their  amimofity  and  fu- 
rious 
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rious  declamations  againA  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
at  a  moment  when  he  was  the  idol  of  his 
foldiers:  ^nd- indeed,  if  the  decree  of  im- 
peachment, folicited  by  fo  many  petitioners, 
had  been  pafled  againft  him,  he  might, 
without  the  leaft  difficulty,  by  virtue  of  the 
declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  by 
a  very  proper  interpretation  of  the  oath  of 
maintaining  the  Conftitution  by  every  means 
in  his  poWer,  have  marched  to  Paris  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  and  there  exercifed  againft 
the  Clubs,  and  perhaps  alfo  againfl:  the  Af- 
fcmbly  themfelves,  the  right  of  refifting 
opprcffion.  We  have  fcen  in  the  preceding 
chapters,  that  he  had  determined  on  this 
part  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  the  fafety  of  the  King's  perfon ; 
and  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  when  his  own 
defence  was  added  to  thefe  motives,  his  rc- 
folutions  would  not  have  been  lefs  energetic. 
But  fuppofing,'  againft  all  probability,  that 
yi.de  La  Fayette*s  army  had  refufed  to  follow 
him,  a  decree  of  impeachment  would  ftill 
have  produced  an  efFedt  very  adverfe  to  the 
chief  objcd  of  the  fadious,  as  it  would 
have  fatisfied,  and  confequently  cooled,  the 
people  at  a  moment  when  it  was  of  the 
greatcft  importance  to  their  views  to  keep 
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their  irritation  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  fury, 
to  be  more  certain  of  obtaining  whatever 
outrages  might  be  neceflary  to  compel  a  de- 
cree for  the  King's  depofition:  thus,, in  this 
bufinefs,  the  circumflancc  that  would  moft 
efFedually  have  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of 
their  execrable   plan   was,    that  the  debate 
fhould  be  prolonged,  and  grow  warmer  and 
warmer  for  feveral  Sittings,  till  the  ferment 
and  fury  of  the  people  were  raifed  to  a  fuffi- 
cient  pitch,  and  then  the  propofed  decree  of 
impeachment  rejedted.     Such,  unfortunately 
for  the  King,  was  the  iffue  of  this  affair; 
the  motion  for  the  decree  of  impeachment 
was  rejedted  in  the  Sitting  of  the  8th  of 
Auguft  by  a  majority,  on  a  call  of  wotps,  of 
406  againft  224.  "" 

The  debate  had  been  frequently  interrupted 
by  frefti  [petitions  for  the  depofitiorT  of  the 
King.  The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  was  one 
that  had  been  figned  in  the  Champ-de-Mars  by 
the  Federates,,  and  by  a  great  number  of  pre- 
tended citizens.  This  (hamelefs  rabble  adopt- 
ing nothing  in  the  Conftitutionbut  thedeclara* 
tion  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  looking  upon 
all  the  reft  as  a  Iqng  catalogue  ofjhameful 
and  liberticide  tranfaElions  with  the  chief 
of  the  Executive  Power ^  demanded,  in  an 
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itnpcrkHis  ftyle,  ift,  that  a  veil  fhould  be 
thrown  over  the  declaratioii  of  the  Rights 
of  Man,  to  ftiow  that  all  the  calamities 
which  France  was  fufFering  were  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  principles  of  it  having  been 
foi]^ten  or  deftroyed;  2dly,  that  Lonis 
XVI.  (hould  be  adjudged  to  have  forfeited 
the  Crown;  that,  cSonfidering  the  ferious 
ifete  of  things,  the  Primaiy  Affemblies 
(hottid  be  immediately  convoked,  to  confirm 
the  depofition,  and  fix  the  number  of  Re- 
prefcntatives  competent  to  form  a  Nationd 
Convention;  and  that  all  citizens  whatever, 
beggais  and  vagabonds  except^!,  Ihould  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  thofe  Aflfcmblics ;  gdly ,  that 
all  the  Diped:ories  of  Departments  be  fuper- 
feded,  all  Staffs  in  the  armies  be  reduced, 
and  no  Noble  be  fufiered  to  be  Commander 
in  Chief;  4thly,  that  the  patriot  Miniftcrs 
JhfMild  be  rmmediately  recalled,  and  invefted 
j/h^Q  Unport  with  the  fonxftions  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Power;  5thly,  that  a  decree  of  im- 
pcacl^ent  be  immediately  pafled  againft 
M.  de  ia  Fayttte,  vdth  n  dtciaration  that 
his  letter  to  the  Afembfy,  and  his  appear^ 
4mce  at  their  Bur,  tsoere  deemed  fu£icient 
prmfs  vf  his  crimes  ngainft  the  Jovereigrtty 
^  the  nation,  to  juflify  the  ftntenct  and 
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exicutwn  0f  that  traiter  direBJy  on  his 
bting  arrtfid^  &;c  The  Aflemb]^>  inikad 
af  committing  thefe  brigands  to  j^ifoo^  or 
a  houfc  of  corredion,  giianted  them  the 
honours  of  the  Sitting  I 

Although  there  was  peihaps  more  cowar-- 
dice  than  treachery  in  this  condud^  it  did 
not  kfs  dearly  ibow  that  the  King,  in  the 
dangers  that  awaited  him,  could  exped  no 
aiSftance  from  the  Ailembiy.  The  Depart- 
ment^  impopular  and  diibrganized  by  the 
refignation  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Di« 
redory,  was  without  power ;  the  Commune 
and  SedionSy  who  alone  might  have  been 
able  to  reftiain  the  pc^lace  and  brigands,  had 
joined  them  in  demanding  the  depofition  of 
the  King;  of  the  forty-eight  battalions  of  the 
National  guard,  there  were  not  more  than 
three  or  four  well  inclined ;  and  the  artillery 
were  aU,  without  exception,  furious  Revo<- 
lutiooifts.  There  remained,  then,  for  {mto* 
teding  the  Royal  Family  againft  all  thofe 
rebels,  only  300  Swifs  guards,  about  as 
many  more  National  guards  or  fokUers  of 
the  difbanded  Conflitutional  guard  who  had 
continued  in  Paris,  and  the  faithful  Roya- 
lifts,  who,  without  a  leader,  without  a  ral- 
lying 
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lying  point,  and  without  any  arms  but  their 
fwords,  always  flew  to  the  Palace  at  every 
moment  of  danger.  Alas !  the  number  of 
thefc  good  and  loyal  fervants  was  fo  much 
reduced  by  emigration,  that  their  zeal  could 
be  but  of  very  little  ufe. 

Meanwhile  the  reports  I  received  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  courfe  of  a  day,  from 
Buot  the  Juftice,  on  the  ftate  of  the  Capi- 
tal, and  on  the  manoeuvres  of  the  Jacobins, 
became  more  and  more  alarming.  The  day, 
the  hour,  the  final  arrangement  of  the  ge- 
neral infurreftion  were  fixed.  The  King 
was  exad:ly  informed  of  it,  and  ftill  flat- 
tered himfelf  that  he  fliould  be  able  to  re- 
tard it,  or  moderate  its  confequenccs.  A 
negociation  for  this  purpofe  had  been  opened 
with  Brijfotj  and  on  the  9th  of  Auguft  the 
King's  agents  were  ft:ill  haggling  with  that 
villain,  who  afked  no  lefs  than  twelve  mil- 
lions in  fpecie,  or  foreign  bills  of  exchange, 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  plot.  He 
required  alfo  to  be  furniftied  with  a  paflport 
to  fecure  his  flight  out  of  the  kingdom.  This 
bargain  would  perhaps  have  been  concluded, 
had  the  twelve  millions  demanded  been  in 
the  cheft  of  the  Civil  Lift;  and  it  is  more 
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than  probabk,  that  after  Briffht  had  carried 
the  greater  part  of  it  out  pf  the  kingdom i 
the  projefted  infurrtftion  would  have  taken 
place  a  few  days  later. 

The  Court  treated  likewife  with  SanUrre^ 
who  promifed,  for  a  fum  of  feven  or  eight 
hundred  thoufand  livres,  to  ufe  his  credit, 
and  every  means  in  his  power,  to  prevent 
the  Palace  from  being  attacked,  and  to  in- 
fure  the  King  and  Royal  Family  from  all 
manner  of  violence  and  infult  whatfocver. 
Unfortunately,  he  did  not  take  fufficient  care 
to  conceal  from  the  vigilance  of  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  Jacobins  the  fteps  \it  took 
to  fulfil  his  engagement ;  and  that  Commit- 
tee, on  being  informed  of  them  by  their 
Ipies,  determined  to  have  Santerre  arrefted. 
Of  this  I  was  immediately  informed  by 
a  note  from  Buob^  which  I  inftantly  dif- 
patched  to  the  King,  congratulating  him  on 
being  delivered  by  the  Jacobins  themfelves 
from  the  moft  dangerous  confpirator.  I  was 
at  the  time  entirely  ignorant  of  the  arrange- 
ment that  had  beefi  made  with  Santerre^ 
and  did  not  know  it  for  a  long  time  after ; 
but  I  fince  learned,  that  the  firft  idea  that 
ftruck  the  Queen  on  her  reading  Buob's 
note  was,  that  Santerre  might  imagine  that 

the- 
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the  agreement  entered  into  wkh  him,  the 
price  of  which  had  been  in  part  p^  dowot 
was  OEkly  a  fnare  laid  fotr  him,  and  that  hef 
Majedy,  in  confequence»  notwitbftandkig 
all  the  rctnooftrances  that  were  made  to  her, 
infifted  on  notice  being  immediately  given 
to  Sttntirre  of  the  refolution  taken  againft 
him  by  the  Committee  of  the  Jacobins,  that 
he  might  keep  himielf  upon  his  guard. 
We  ifmft  not^  faid  fhe,  be  thought  cafiaUi 
of  ufing  treachery  even  again/t  our  enemies, 
whatever  might  be  the  advantage  derived 
Jtom  it  *.  The  noble  and  generous  candour 
of  this  condud:  made  no  impiefTion  oxx  the 
iavage  foul  of  Santerrei  he  took  advantage 
of  the  notice  given  him  to  provide  for  his 
own  fafety,  forgot  the  engagement  he  had 
entered  into  with  their  Majefties,  and 
(bowed  himfelf  a  more  violent  Revolutioiiift 
than  ever* 

The  Membofs  of  the  AffemWy  who  had 
TOted  againft  the  decree  of  impeachment  in 
the  affidr  of  M.  ie  la  Fayette^  and  particu* 

*  The  ftoon  di  GiBierSf  who  was  konourcd-wkh  the 
confidcQCc  of  Madame  Elhabeih^  •was  informed  by  her 
of  all  thefe  paxticularSi  and  from  him  I  received  the 
knowledge  of  them. 
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larly  thofe  ^ho  had  fpoken  in  his  Favour, 
foon  felt  the  efk€ts  of  the  people's  difappro- 
bation.  On  going  out  of  the  Hall,  they 
were  almofi  every  one  infulted,  beaten,  and 
dragged  through  the  dirt»  Several  of  them 
who  had  fled  for  (belter  to  the  Guard  Houfe 
at  the  Palais*RoyaI,  were  piirfued  thither  by 
a  large  mob  of  brigands  and  federates,  and 
to  efcape  their  fury,  were  obliged  to  jump 
out  of  a  back  window  at  the  moment  that 
the  guard  were  forced  to  open  the  door  of 
the  houfe« 

The  Sitting  of  the  next  day,  Auguft  9, 
was  almoft  entirely  occupied  with  the  read- 
ing of  letters  from  the  Deputies,  who  had 
been  fo  violently  attacked,  to  the  Legiflative 
Body,  giving  an  acc<Hint  of  the  ihocking 
treatment  they  had  received,  and  declaring, 
that  if  efiedtual  meafures  were  not  taken  to 
proted  liberty  of  opinion  within  their  walls, 
and  the  perfona)  fafety  and  inviolability  of 
their  Metiers  out  of  doors,  they  would 
withdraw  from  their  fundtionfi,  «\d  inform 
their  Conftituents  of  the  reafons  of  their 
condu6t«  **  The  city  of  Paris,''  feid  one 
of  them,  (La  CretelU,)  •*  will  meet  with 
**  the  fate  of  Avignon,  if  the  Mayor  and 
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."  Municipality  do  nothing  but  autboriic 
^*  mobs/*  Another  Deputy  (Jolivet)  faid, 
**  that  he  had  been  in  one  of  the  galleries 
**  of  the  Jacobin  Club,  where  he  had  heard 
*•  the  majority  of  the  Affembly  devoted  to 
*•  public  execration,    for  having  acquitted 

M.  de  la  Fayette;  had  feen  it  refolved 
*•  that  a  Lift  of  the  Deputies  fold  to  the 
**  Court,,  and  who  voted  in  favour  of  that 
**  General,  Ihould  be  publifhed,  and  ftuck 
*'  up  about  'the  town;  and  had  heard  a 
**  Member  of  the  Club  boaft  of  the  zeal 
•*  with  which  he  had  chafed  and  infulted 
'\  all  the  Deputies,  whofe  places  of  refidence 
**  it  had  been  propofed  to  mention  on  the 
**  lift  to  be  printed;  a  propofa!  which  for- 
**  tunately  a  cry  of  horror,  proceeding  from 
*'  the  galleries,  caufed  to  be  rejected/' 

I'he  Commander  of  the  National  guard 
had  alfo  been  infulted  and  attacked  with 
fwords  on  quitting  his  poft* 

The  reports  of  the  Deputies  were  con- 
fimied  by^a  letter  from  the  Minifter  of  Juf- 
tice,  lamenting,  that  though  he  had  written 
eight  letters'to  the  Aflembly,  to  entreat  them 
to  pafs  a  law  for  reftmining  ibofe  who  ex- 
cited the   multitude  to  the  cx>mmiflion  of 
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crimes,  none  hi4  yet  bcsen  ect^^d*  *' I 
**  have  d6QQMBce4,''  iai4  he»  '-'  all  tbofe 
^'  (^necs  to  tbe  CrfflainaJ  Court,  by.  the 
•*  exprels  order  of  thp  King,  but  th*  laws 
**  aye  without  power  >  the  evil  is  at  it$ 
**  heights  In  thefts  circutnftapc^s,  l^o^oui 
**  and  duty  call  upon  me  to  declare  to  you, 
**  that  without  the  immediate  fupport  of  the 
••  Legiflative  Body»  the  Government  can 
•*  no  longer  be  rcfponfible/* 

One  of  the  boldeft  of  M*  de  la  Fayettc'% 
defender?  (M.  df  Vaublanc)  haying,  by  a 
moil  fortunate  accident,  efcaped  th^  aiTaCinSt 
twelve  of  whom  had  been  looking  for  him 
at  his  own  and  the  neighbouring  hpiifea, 
came  himfelf  to  make  his  complaint  to  the 
Aflembly,  with  an  intrepidity  which  conv 
pelied  all  parties  to  admire  and  applaud  him* 
•♦  I  too,'*  faid  he^  '*  have  been  infultcd,  threg* 
''  tened,  and  Ihould  probably  have  beei)  af<» 
''  faffio^ted,  but  for  the  notice  I  received  that 
**  a  body  of  am»d  men,  in  the  uniform  of 
•*  the  National  guards,  invefted  my  houfe, 
•*  and  were  crying  out  that  eighty  citizens 
**  were  to  die  by  their  hands,  and  that  I 
*'  was  to  be  the  firft.  No  doubt,  infults, 
•'  threats,  and  ill  treatment,  are  excellent 
•*  means  preparatory  to  the  difcuflion  of  the 
K  2  **  King's 
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**  King's  depofition*;  but  they  (hall  no 
**  more  avail  to  render  us  perjured  a  few 
«*  days  hence,  than  they  availed  to  render 
'•  us  unjuft  yeftcrday."  He  moved  that  the 
Federates  (hould  be  immediately  fent  to 
SoifTons,  and  that  the  Procureur^yndic  of 
the  Department  fhould  be  ordered,  on  his 
refponfibility,  to  take  the  moft  rigorous  mea- 
fures  for  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of  Paris, ' 
and  enabling  the  Members  of  the  Affembly 
to  vote  freely,  or  to  remove  their  Sittings  to 
fome  other  place.  As  he  concluded  his 
motion,  the  Procurcur^yndic  of  the  De- 
partment appeared  at  the  Bar,  and  gave  the 
moft  alarming  account  of  the  difpoiition  of 
the  people,  and  of  the  ftate  of  the  Capital. 
The  Se<aion  of  the  Quinzc-^vingts  had  en- 
tered into  a  Refolution,  declariujg,  that  if 
the  LegiJUUive  Body  did  not^  in  the  Sitting 
f>f  Thurfday,  Augujl  9,  decree  the  depofi^ 
Hon  of  the  King,  the  alarm  tell  Jhould  be 
rung,  and  the  drums  beat  at  twelve  0* clock  at^ 

*  It  was  reported  to  the  CommifDon  of  the  Twrclvc, 
that  the  Mayor  4»d  decbred,  that  on  Sunday,  the  5th 
of  Auguft,  he  had  had  the  greateft  difficulty  in  the 
world  to  reflrain  the  Fauxbourgs ;  but  that  if  the  King's 
depofition  was  not  decreed,  it  was  all  over  with  the 
Ailembly. 

night. 
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nighty  that  the  people  might  all  rife^  and 
go  to  the  Palace  of  the  Thuilleries.    This 
Refolution  was  addreffed  to  the  47  other 
SeiftionSy  and  was  difapproved  of  only  by 
one.     Nine  hundred  armed  men  were  to 
come  to  Paris  in  the^'evening,  and  the  Mu- 
nicipality^ had  ordered  quarters  to  be  got 
ready  for  them.     The  Commander  Gcne-^ 
ral    oi    the    National    guard  being  called 
before  the  Directory  of  the  Department, 
had  given  difheartening  information.     The 
Procureur''Syndic  here  ftated,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  Conftitution^  the  fundions  of  the 
Department,  as  to  Police,  were  confined  to 
a  fimple  fuperintendence.      **  It  does  not 
••  belong  to  us/*  faid  he,  •*  to  exercife  the 
**  immediate  police.     We  ihould  not  only 
*'  tranfgrefs  the  law,  but  we  ihould  dimi- 
'^  nifli  the  refponfibility  6f  the  Municipal 
^'  Officers,  and  run  a  rifle  of  counterading 
^*  their  meafures  :  but  this  I  affure  the  Af» 
"  fembly,  that  we  are  all  devoted  to  the 
*'  public  weal,  and  that  I  will  hazard  my 
**  life  to  oppofe  every  enferprife  not  autho- 
**  rized  by  your  decrees/* 

Petian  alfo  prefented  himfelf  at  the  Bar, 
and  afferted  the  eagemefs  of  the  Municipa- 
lity to  fly  to  every  place  where  the  public 
K  3  tranquil- 
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tranquillity  was  threatened •  He  faid,  that 
in  the  moft  ftormy  rtioments  they  had  always 
fuccefsfully  employed  the  means  of  reafon^ 
confidence,  and  pcrfuafion  1  and  that  on  the 
prefoit  occafion  thofe  means  were  the  only 
Dnes  they  had  to  ufe,  for  the  public  force, 
as  well  as  the  Aflemblies  of  the  Sedion» 
being-  compofcd  of  all  the  aftive  citizens^ 
Mras  become  deliberating  bodies  by  the  per- 
manence of  thofe  Aflemblies  authorized  by 
the  Legiflative  Body;  and  that  this  public 
force  being,  like  all  other  citizens,  divided 
in  opinion^  to  call  upon  them  was  to  arm 
the  citizens  againft  one  another.  •*  It  is 
*'  very  eafy  for  the  I>cpartment/*  added  he» 
*'  to  tell  us  to  take  meafuxes,  when  they 
^*  are  themfclves  embarrafled;  and  it  is  ftili 
**  eafier, .  when  the  events  are  paft,  to  find 
*'  fault  with  the  meafures  purfued.  It  is 
•'  partitularly  the  Mayor  that  is  uftially 
made  refponiible  for  events ;  but  I  ihali 
be  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  refpon- 
•*  bility  laid  upon  tneby  the  law,  and  Icairt 
**  fay  that  the  Municipality  will  inftantly 
**  adopt  any  good  meafurc  that  flball  be 
"  pointed  out  to  them^" 

Nobody  could  be  heott  acquainted  with 
the  propereft  means  fot  reftoring  order  and 
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tranquillity   in  the    Capital,    than    Petion. 
Had  his  intentions  been  purer,   and  nniore 
truly    patriotic,    he    would    himfelf    have 
pointed  them  out;    he  would  have  made 
them  popular  by  propofing  them,  and  the 
Aflembly  would  not  have  dared  to  rejeft 
them:  thofe  means  were  nothing  iiwre  than 
to  fend  off  the  Federates  and  Marfeillois  to 
the  camp  at  Soiffons,  or  the  frontiers.     A 
motion  had  been  made  to  that  efFe6t,  fup- 
ported  by  all  the  Members  of  the  Cote^oit, 
but  it  had  been  oppofed  by  all  thofe  of  the 
Cote^gauchc^  and  principally  by  the  Giron- 
4ifts,  on  the  grounds  of  its  being  necefTary, 
firft,  to  afcertain  whether  preparations  had 
been  made  at  Soiflbns,  or  the  adjoining  can- 
tonments, for. receiving  the  Federates;  and 
the  Aflembly  fhamefully  concurred  with  the 
oppofers  of  the  motion,  without  taking  any 
ftep  to  prevent  the  fatal  confequences  which 
would  be  the  refult,  and  which  they  could 
not  be  ignorant  of.     Was  it  not,  in  fa(51:, 
clear,   that  thoufands  of  furious  brigands, 
arming  and  coUediing  mobs  to  exercife  the 
fovereignty  of  the  people,  that  is,  the  right 
of  committing  every  manner  of  crime  with 
impunity,  would  fignalize  their  infurrecflion 
'  by  the  mod  horrible  violence  on  the  bleeding 
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wrecks  of  the  Throne  and  of  the  Church  ?  - 
But  the  Aflembly,  as  infenfibic  to  tbe  dan- 
gers of  tlie  Conftitution,  as  to  the  King^s, 
thought  only  of  thofe  to  which  they  might 
expofe  themfelves,  by  incurring  the  difplea- 
fur?  of  the  brigands. 

Meanwhile  the  moment  of  the  general 
explofion  was  drawing  near.  The  workmen 
of  the  Fauxbourgs,  the  Federates,  the  Mar* 
feillois,  their  arms,  their  artillery,  all  were 
ready,  and  there  remained  only  the  concerted 
fignal  for  the  breaking  out  of  the  infurrec- 
tion.  The  perfons  attached  to  the  King, 
and  all  the  worthy  part  of  the  inhabitants 
yet  remaining  in  Paris,  were  in  a  dreadful 
ftate  of  alarm  arid  anxiety.  Confined .  at 
home  by  the  extreme  pain  I  felt  in  walking, 
and  by  the  impoflibility  of  bearing  the  mo. 
tion  of  a  carriage,  I  did  not  go  this  day  to 
the  Palace,  but  I  was  minutely  informed  by 
M.  de  Mar*^*  of  what  pafled  there, 
and  of  the  fteps  that,  had  been  taken  to  fe- 
cure  it  from  the  irruptiop  of  the  brigands. 
The  Commander  of  the  National  guard, 
(Mandat)^  his  StaflF,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  foldiers,  manifefted  the  beft  inclinations. 
The  intrepid  fidelity  of  the  Swifs  guards  was 
proof  againft  every  thing.    Sixteen  picked 
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battalions  of  the  National  guards  received 
orders  from  M.  Mandat  to  hold  themfelves 
ready  to  march,  and  by  fix  o^clock  in  the 
evening  all   the  poft§  of  the  Palace  were 
trebled.     Alnwft  all  the  officers  of  the  dif» 
banded  Conflitutional  guard  had  affembled 
in  the  CEil  de  Btuf,  as  well  as  a  great  num. 
bcr  of  Gentlemen  and  Royalifts  of  every 
clafs,  armed  with  fwords  and  piftols.     All 
animated  with  the  fame  ientiments  and  feeL 
ings  towards  the  Royal  Family,  they  confi* 
dered  themfelves  as  brothers,  and  promifed 
one  another  to  fhed  the  laft  drop  of  their 
blood  to  fave  their  good  King.     Pctiojij  in 
his  laft  vifit  to  the  Palace,  had  given  an  or- 
der in  writing  to  the  Commander  of  the 
National  guard  to  repel  force  by  force ;  and 
M.  Mflndat  had  given  a  duplicate  of  that 
order   to    the    Commander    of   the    Swifs 
guards,  fo  that  it  could  no  longer  be  doubted^ 
that  if  ^he  Palace  were  attacked,  it  would 
be  defended  I  and  notwithftanding  the  im* 
menfe  difproportion  that  there  muft  be  be- 
tween  the  number  of  the  aflailants^  and  that 
of  the  Defenders  of  the  King,  the  bafenefs 
of  the  former,  and  the  valour  of  the  latter,, 
with  the  juftice  of  their  caufe,  ftiU  fuftained 
the  confidence  of  the  Royalifts. 

The 
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The  fatal  hour  at  length  arrived.  At 
midnight  the  alarm  bell  was  rung,  the  drunxs 
beat  to  arms,  and  the  National  guard  haftened 
from  every  part  of  the  town  to  join  their 
battalions.  In  .this  moment  of  confufion, 
the  fadious  coUedted  a  few  of  their  trufty 
citizens  of  each  of  the  Scdtions,  in  their 
ufual  places  of  affembling,  where  they 
unanimoufly  voted  that  all  the  Members 
of  the  Municipality  and  of  the  Com- 
mune, Petion,  Manuel^  and  Banton  only 
excepted,  fliould  be  difmifled;  and  they 
haftily  dofed  their  Sittings,  or  rather  their 
-petty  riots,  by  electing  192  Coramif- 
iioners  from  among  the  Members  of  thefc 
groups  to  compofe  the  new  Council-General 
of  the  Commune*,  No  fooner  was  this  ad: 
of  darknefs  and  rebellion  confummatcd, 
than  300  of  the  fa(aious  went  and  befct  the 
Hotel-de-VilUj  gave  notice  to  the  Municipal 
Officers  of  the  pretended  election  of  the 
.  ScAions,  drove  out  the  Members  of  the 
Commune  and  Municipality,  and  inftalled 

*  The  whole  number  of  Members  prefent  at  thefe 
forty-eight  meetings,  did  not  amount  to  600:   at   the 
*  Scftion  of  the  Lombards  there  were  but  eight  pcrfons, 
T  who  appointed  five  of  thofe  Commiflioncrs. 

the 
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the  ntto  Reprefmtatives  of  tht  people. 
Thefc  men  immediately  conftitutcd  them* 
fclves  into  a  deliberative  AiTembly,  and 
choofing  one  of  the  vileft  agents  of  the  Re- 
volution, named  Huguenin^,  for  their  Pre- 
fident,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  how  to 
fecond  the  plots  of  their  real  Conftituents,  ' 
the  Jacobins.  Thefe  pretended  friends  of 
the  Conjtitution  were  not  ignorant  that  it 
would  be  annihilated  by  fo  violent  an  out- 
rage, and  its  confcquences ;  but  the  firft 
confideration  was  to  ehfure  fuccefs  to  the 
attack  to  be  made  upon  the  Palace;  and  a 
Mimicipality,  compofed  of  villains  ready  to 
enter  into  this  execrable  confpiracy,  was 
more  to  their  purpofe  than  a  Conftitutional 
Municipality  of  approved  patriotifm.  The 
Revolutionary  Commune  began  the  ufe  of 
the  powers  of  which  they  had  made  thcm- 
felves  matters,  by  organizing  and  more 
cfFedually  aiding  the  infurredion.     At  the 

*  This  Huguenin  had  been  a  deferter,  then  a  fearcher 
at  the  Barriers,  and  was  at  this  time  a  pander  at  brothels. 
Tallietif  the  Editor  of  an  inflammatory  paper  which 
was  daily  ftuck  up  about  the  town  at  the  expence  of  the 
Jacobins,  under  the  title  of  Ami  des  CitoyenSf  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  to  this  Revolutionary  Commune,  and 
by  his  crimes  juftified  the  choice  of  thofc  villains. 
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incrcafing  founds  of  the  alarm  bell,  "the  dif- 
fcrent  Jjands  of  Federates,  workmen.  Mar* 
feillois,  and  other  rebels,  fet  out  to  affemble 
at  the  four  points  fixed  for  their  meeting  in 
the  Fauxbourgs  of  St.  Anioii>e  and  St. 
Marceau. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 


Qrifis  of  the  lothof  Augujl. 

The  meafures  taken  for  the  defence  of 
the  Palace,  and  the  loyalty  of  the  battalions 
who  were  to  defend  it  ♦,  particularly  of  the 
Commandant,  {Mandat)^  induced  the  con- 
fpirators  to  give  up  their  original  plan  of 
making  the  attack  in  the  night,  as  too  ha* 
zardous.  It  appeared  to  them  more  prudent 
to  give  the  new  Commime  time  to  fecure 

*,From  this  eulogy,  however,  we  muft  except  the 
Artillery,  who  had  all  (hown  that  they  were  devoted  to 
the  fadious,  by  infulting  expreflions  and  threats  d|- 
rtStti  againft  the  Gentlemen  whom  they  law  coming 
into  the  Psdace,  and  againft  fever^il  officers  .of  the  Na- 
tional guard. 
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by  their  operations  the  fuccefs  of  their  enter- 
prife:  the  attack  was  therefore  poftponed 
for  fome  hours,  and  the  rebels,  curbing  their 
impetuofity  at  the  direAion  of  their  leaders, 
became  fo  dilatory  in  their  motions,  that  it 
was  thought  the  fadlious  had  relinquiiDbed 
their  plan. 

The  detachments  of  the  National  guard 
required  by  the  Commandant,  amounting  to 
about  2,4Cx:>  men,  arrived  at  the  Thuilleries 
in  the  night.  They  brought  with  them 
eleven  pieces  of  cannon,  three  of  which 
were  placed  in  the  Royal  Court,  facing  the 
gate,  two  in  the  Court  of  the  Princes,  one 
in  the  Court  of  the  Swifs,  one  in  the  Court 
de  Marfan,  one  at  the  door  of  the  Riding- 
houfe,  one  at  the  Pont-Royal^  and  two 
at  the  PonUToumant.  The  Swhfs  were  fta- 
lioned  with  their  colours  in  the  Guard-houfe 
at  the  bottom  of  the  great  ftaircafe,  leading 
to  the  Court  of  the  Princes,  and  they  were 
joined  by  fome  of  the  National  guards. 

Two  Municipal  Officers  {Boric  and  Le 
Roulx)  paffed  the  night  at  the  Palace.  jRf* 
tion  alfo  was  there;  he  had  come  at  twelve 
o'clock,  and  v^as  much  embarrra0ed  with 
ihe  part  he  had  to  play,  and  with  the  deter- 
minations he  had  to  make  on  the  diflferent 
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dired:ions  for  which  he  was  afked*     To 
avoid  as  much  as  he  could  being  importuned 
with  thefe  applications,  be  was  perpetually 
moving  from  place  to  place  through  the 
apartments,  the  Courts,  ^pd  the  garden,  fo 
that  there  was  no  knowing  where  to  find 
him*     He  held  long  conferences  with  the 
Procureur^yndic  of  the  Department,  who 
had  alfo  gone  to  the  Thuilleries.     At  length, 
fome    grenadiers    of  the    National    guard, 
either  to  prevent  his  leaving  the  Palace,  or 
that  fo  much  time  might  not  be  loft  in  feek- 
ing  him  when  he  was  wanted  for  orders, 
fuccecded  in  fixing  him  at  the  foot  of  the 
Terrace    ftaircafe,     by    furrounding    him. 
There  he  remained  near  an  hour,  feated  on 
a    ftep    with    another    Municipal    Officer, 
{Serjenty     Among  thofe  who  came  to  give 
him  an  account  of  what  was  palling,  there 
was  one  of  his  confidential  agents,  to  whom, 
by  broken  fentences  and  gcftures,  he  itiade 
known  his  wilh  to  be  delivered  from  this 
kind  of  private  imprifonment,  at  which  he 
was  obliged  to  wink.     This  perfon  went 
immediately  to  the  Bar  of  the  Affembly, 
accompanied    by    friends,    and    denounced 
that  the  Mayor  was  confined  at  the  Thuille- 
ries by  National  guards,  who  pretended  to 
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keep  him  as  a  hoftagc  for  the  fccurity  of 
the  Palate  againft  the  attempts  of  the  peo- 
ple.    The  Members  of  the  Affembly,  who, 
awakened  by  the  alarai  bell  and  the  drums, 
had  one  after  another,  from  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning*,  been  coUedling  in  the  Hall, 
finding  that  there  was  a  fufEcient  number  of 
them  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,   decreed  that 
the  Mayor  (hould  be  called  to  the  Bar,  to 
give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  Capital, 
and  of  the  meafures  he  had  taken  for  pre- 
ferving  the  public  peace.     This  decree  was 
inflantly  carried  to  the  Palace,  and  the  grena- 
dierj  did  not  dare  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  it.     Petion^  very  eager  to  fubmit  to  it, 
appeared  at  the  Bar,  and  informed  the  Legif- 
lative  Body  of  all  the  means  he  had  ufed  to 
difperfe  the  crowds  that  had  begun  to  gather 
in  the  Fauxbourgs,  and  ta  prevent  the  alarm 
bell  from  being  rung.     The  Aflembly,  fa* 
tisfied  with  his  conduct,  granted  him  the 
honours  of  the  Sittings  and  then  difmiffed 
him  to  exercif(&  his  f unions ;  but  he,  in- 
ftead  of  returning  to  the  Palace,  whither 
,thofc  loudly  directed  him,  went  out  by  the 

^  At  the  time  PetMs  agent  denounced  his  £tua2ioB, 
U  ^4$  half  after  tWQ  o'clock^ 
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Court  of  the  Feuillans,  and  repaired  to  the 
Hotel-de-Ville,  where  he  was  put  under  a 
guard  of  300  men,  who,  on  pretence  of 
attending  to  his  fafety,  fufFered  nobody  either 
to  fpeak  to  him  or  to  fee  him  the  whole 
day,  and  confequently  made  it  impoffible 
for  him  to  give  any  order. 

It  was  no^enough  that  the  Commune  had 
thus  rendered  Petion  of  no  ufe,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  them  to  get  rid  of  the  order 
which  he  had  given  in  writirig  to  repel  force 
by  force.  This  order  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commandant,  Mandate  who  had  given 
duplicates  of  it  to  the  fuperior  officers.  A 
meffage  was  difpatched  to  him  enjoining 
him  to  appear  immediately  before  the  Mu- 
nicipality to  give  an  account  of  his  conduit. 
He  anfwered  at  firft  that  circumftances 
were  in  too  critical  a  fituation  to  allow  him 
to  leave  his  poft  for  a  lingle  inftant.  He, 
was  immediately  fent  for  again  in  terms 
ftill  more  preffing.  The  Procureur-Syndic 
of  the  Department,  and  the  two  Municipal 
officers  who  were  at  the  Thuilleries,  igno- 
raiH  perhaps  of  the  new  formation  of  the 
Commune  J  reprefented  to  Mandate  that  as 
he  was  called  upon  by  the  Civil  Power,  under 
the  immediate  authority  of  which  the  Con- 
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ftitution  had  placed  him,  no  reafon  whatever 
could  excufe  him  from  going  to  receive 
their  orders.  The  unfortunate  Mandat 
Itemed  to  forebode  the  fate  that  awaited  himi 
he  fhuddered,  took  leave  of  the  friends  about 
him,  and,  accompanied  only  by  an  Aid-de- 
camp, went  to  the  Hotel'de-VUUf  where, 
on  being  brought  before  the  new  Municipal 
officers,  he  wondered  at  not  feeing  among 
them  a.  fingle  face  that  was  known  to  him* 
He  was  queftioned  as  to  the  orders  he  had 
given,  and  the  meafures  he  had  taken  to  dif- 
perfe  without  Wopd&ed  the  bodies  that  were 
colleding.  He  was  accufed  of  a  defign  of 
jSring  upon  the  people.  Mandate  ftupified 
with  all  he  faw  and  heard,  hcfitated  and 
faltered.  The  Municipality  ordered  him  to 
be  carried  to  the  Abb  aye;  but  he  had  hardjy 
reached  the  fteps  of  the  HoUl-dc-Vilk^  when 
he  was  known  and  maffacred*  He  was  the 
firft  vi<$\in\  of  the  loth  of  Auguft;  and, 
after  the  order  which  he  had  received  from 
Petion  was  taken  out  of  his  pocket,  his 
body  w?s  thrown  into  the  Seine.  The  chief 
command  of  the  National  Guard  was  imme- 
diately given  provifionally  to  Santerre,  who 
on  this  occafion  had  redoubled  his  audacity 
and  atrocity,  in  order  to  recover  the  confi- 
dence 
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dencc  of  the  Jacobins,  and  had  fycceeded  in 
diffipating  their  fufpicions.  The  New 
Commune  then  proceeded  to  appoint  ;|no- 
ther  Staff  for  the  National  Guard,  oa  the 
pretence  of  feeing  that  it  was  pure,  and  ofaffo- 
ciating  with  SarUerre  ofEcdrs  as  patriotic  as 
himfelf.  The  King  fpent  a  fleeplefs  night, 
fometimes  in  his  own  room,  fometimes  ia 
the  Council-Chamber,  where  the  Minifters 
were  aflembled,  and  were  conftantly  receiv- 
ing freih  intelligence  of  what  was  paffing 
out  of  doors,  which  they  communicated  to 
his  Majefty,  confulting  at  the  iame  time 
with  the  Procureur-^Syndic  of  the  Depart- 
ment on  the  means  of  faving  the  Royal 
Family.  At  other  moments  t\]&  King  re- 
tired with  his  Confeflbr,  the  Abbe  Heberty 
and  fupplicated  Heaven  for  the  courage  and 
refignation  he  ftood  in  need  of,  and  he  found 
both  in  the  fuggcftions  of  a  pure  confcience, 
and  in  the  fublimeft  fentiments  of  religion. 
The  Queen,  who  was  as  unconcerned  for 
her  own  danger,  as  alive  and  anxious  refpcdl- 
ing  all  that  might  affedk  the  King,  frequently 
went  to  his  room  and  to  her  childret)'s,  ac- 
companied by  Madame  Elizabeth,  and  then 
returned  to  the  Council-chamber,  where  the 
prefence  of  mipd,    the  greatnefs,    and  the 
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intrepidity  (he  difplayed,  even  in  the  flighteft 
things  (he  faid,  excited  both  the  aftonifh- 
mcnt  and  admiration  of  the  Minifters,  and 
of  the  ProcureuT'Syndic  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  divine  countenance  of  Madame 
Elizabeth  exprefled  her  fifterly  tendernefs, 
her  grief,  her  piety,  and  all  the  virtues  of 
her  angelic  foul.  Her  looks  were  often 
raifed  to  Heaven  in  prayer  for  the  fafety  of 
the  King ;  and  they  doubly  animated  the 
enthufiafm  and  fidelity  of  all  thofe  around 
her  on  whom  (he  happened  to  fix  them. 

At  five  in  the  morning  the  Queen  ordered 
her  children  to  be  awakened  and  brought  to 
her,  to  accompany  the  King  in  vifiting  the 
pofts  within  the  Palace,  that  the  fight  of  all 
the  Royal  Family  together  might  fupport 
the  fpixits  of  the  noble  fellows  who  were  to 
defend  them.  This  ftep,  with  the  marks 
of  confidence  and  affedlion  which  their  Ma- 
jefties  beftowed  on  the  National  Guard,  pro- 
duced a  very -good  effect:  the  foldiers  were 
highly  charmed,  and  expre(redthe  beft  in- 
tentions. At  fix  o'clock  the  King  went* 
Hown  to  the  Courts,  attended  by  three  or 
four  General  officers ;  and  the  moment  he 
appeared  all  was  in  motion,  the  (hout  of  Vive 
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le  Roi  !  was  given  by  the  firft  who  faw  him ; 
it  was  taken  up  by  the  National  Guards, 
and,  refounding  through  the  Palace,  infpired 
hope  and  joy:  but  the  Artillery  and  the 
battalion  of  the  Croix-rouge  anfwered  it 
with  the  (hout  of  Vive  la  Nation  ! 

The  King  was  in  the  Courts  when  two 
other  battahons,  flill  worfe  difpofed  than 
that  of  the  Croix-rouge^  came  in.  There 
were  men  armed  with  pikes  mixed  in  their 
ranks,  and  they  as  well  as  the  Artillery 
fhouted  Vive  la  Naticm!  Vive  Petion! 
They  were  marched  into  the  garden,  and 
ftationed  on  the  Terrace  oppofite  that  of  the 
Feuillans.  That  which  was  before  the 
Palace  was  occupied  by  the  battalions  moft 
to  be  depended  upon,  and  particularly  by 
thofe  of  the  Filles  St.  Thomas  and  of  the 
Petits  Peres :  there  the  King  was  received 
with  the  moll  afFeding  demonftrations  of 
attachment.  The  grenadiers  drew  clofe 
about  him;  and  at  their  foHcitation  his  Ma- 
jefty  went  to  review  the  referve,  who  were 
pofted  at  the  Pont4ournant. .  It  was  not 
without  danger  that  He  croffed  the  garden : 
the  villains  with  pikes,  who  had  joined  the 
two  difaffeded  battalions  juft  come,  might 
have  had  the  moft  wicked  defigns,  but  they  , 
L  3  contented 
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contented  themfclvcs  with  crying  as  loud  as 
they  could,  Down  with  the  Veto!  Down 
with  the  traitor  !     When  the  King  had   re- 
turned to  the  Palace,  thefe  two  battalions 
marched  out  of  the  garden  through  the  gale 
facing  the  Pont- Roy al^  took  their  cannon 
with  them,  and  drew  themfelves  up  along 
the  railing  to  wait  for  the  rebels,  and   to 
join  them.     The  fame  thing  was  dope,  and 
almoft  at  the  fame  moment,  in  the  Royal 
Court  by  the  t^o  other  battalions  juft    ar- 
rived:  they  feparated,  and  a  great  number 
of  the  foldiers  belonging  to  them  went  off 
with  two  cannon  and  fixed  themfelves    in 
the  fquare   of   the   CaroufeU    where   they 
flopped  the  frefh  battalions  coming  to  rein- 
force the  guard  of  the  Palace,  thus   com- 
mencing hoftilities  againft  it.     The  pretext 
for  this  defe€lion  was,  that   the  Swifs  had 
determined  to  fire  upon  the  people  in  cafe  of 
an  attack,  and  that  the  Palace  was,  full  of 
gpntlemen,  to  whom  they  gave  the   odious 
^"^"^^xxoxioi  Chevaliers  of  the  dagger. 

The  army  of  the  rebels  began  to 
march  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Every 
account  that  was  brought  confirmed  their 
approach..  There  were  about  15,000  men 
in  the  body,  which  had  formed  in  the  Faux- 
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bourg  St^  Antoinc.  They  were  armed  with 
pikes  or  mulkets  taken  from  the  Arfenal, 
which  had  been  forced.  The  body  from 
the  Fauxbourg  St.  Marcel  was  much  fewer 
in  number;  but  both  were  more  than 
doubled  by  the  brigands,  who  were  con. 
ftantly  joining  them,  and  by  the  crowd  of 
men  and  women,  old  and  young,  led  by 
curiofity  to  follow  them. 

The  King  fent  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  to 
inform  the  Affembly ,  that  as  the  commo- 
tion in  the  Capital  was  becoming  more  and 
more  alarming,  his  Majefty  wiflied  for  his 
own  fecurity,  and ,  particularly  for  that   of 
his  family,  that  the  Legiflative  Body  would 
fetKl  a  deputation  as  foon  as  podible  to  the 
Palace.     The  Affembly  knew  the  alarming 
ftate  of  the  Capital  tfs  well  as  the  King, 
but  they  thought  it  became  their  dignity  to 
take  no  notice  of  it  j  and  at  the  mod  terri* 
ble  Revolutionary  crifis  that  had  yet  hap- 
pened, they  were  coolly  fpending  the  time 
iti  idle  debates  on  the  gradual  abolition  of 
the  flave  trade,  when  every  moment  Ihould 
have  b^n  marked  with  the  moft  vigorous 
efforts  of  the  Legiflative  Body  to  avert  the 
horrid  event  that  was  about  to  annihilate  the 
L  4  Conftitution, 
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Conftitution,    which   they    had    fwom    to 
maintain  as  long  as  tliey  lived. 

While  the  Affembly  were  confidering  the 
King's    iheflage,    the  gentlemen   who   had 
pafled  the  night  in  the  Palace,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  difbanded  Conftitutional   guard 
who   had  joined   them,  formed   themfelves 
into  two  companies,  under  the  command  of 
Marefchal  de  Mailly.     One  of  thefe  com- 
panies, commanded  by  M;  de  Puyfegur^  a 
Lieutenant     General,     and    M.    de    PonU 
VAhhii  a  Field  Marefchal,  was  placed  in 
the  King's  anti-chamber,  the  OeiUdt^Ecuf  i 
the   other,    commanded  by   the    Baron  de 
Viomenil,  a   Lieutenant   General,   and   M* 
D^Hervilly^    formerly  Commander  of   the 
Conftitutional  Guard,  was  Rationed  in  the 
great  gallery  that  led  to  the  Dauphin's  apart- 
ments,    Thefe  btave  and  faithful  Royalifl:s, 
having  no  arms  but  their  fwords,  were  too 
few  in  number  to  make  an  effedual  refiftance 
•    againft    thoufands  of    brigands,    but  .they 
were  neverthelefs  refolved  to  (hed  the  very 
laft   drop  of  their  blood  in   defending   the 
lives  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  in  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  fo  generous  a  refolution,  they 
eftimated  their  ftrength  by  their  valour,  and 
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thought  thimfelves   invincible.      The  for- 
mation of  this  noble  phalanx,  and  the  pu-' 
rity  of  the  fentiments  with  which  they  were 
animated,  excited  the  admiration  and  love 
of  all  who  faw   them.      Several   National 
grenadiers,  eager  to  partake  their  glory  and 
their   danger,  joined   in   their  ranks.     For 
this    the    King  and  Queen  exprefled  their 
fatisfadion  to  them  in  fuch  warm  terms, 
that  all  of  them,  greatly  aflfedled,  charged 
their  mufkets  at  once,  as  regularly  as  if  the 
word  of   command  had  been  given,    and 
with  a  determined  air,  calculated  to  infpire 
confidence.     The  fame  fpirit  pervaded   all 
the  National   Gua«ds  at   the  pofts  within 
the  Palace;  they  confidered  the  gentlemen 
who  had  volunteered  their  fervicc  as  their, 
comrades,  and  they  fhbok  hands  with  one 
another,  crying  Vive  la  Garde  Nationale! 
but,  unhappily,  thofe  ftationed  at  the  pofts 
on  the  outfide  were  not  of  the  fame  mind ; 
jealous  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  affembled 
in  the   Palace,   they   wifhed  and  requefted 
that  they  fhould  be  fent  away.     This  requeft 
being  brought   to    their   Majefties  by  the 
Commander    of   a    legion     [Belair),    the 
Queen  anfwered  him  in  thefe  words :  **  No- 
**  thing  (hall  feparate  us  from  thofe  gentle. 
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•^  men  ;  they  are  our  moft  faithfifl  friends. 
**  They  will  (hare  the  dangers  of  the  Na* 
**  tional  Guards ;  they  will  be  under  your* 
**  command  :  order  them  to  the  cannon's 
**  mouth,  and  they  will  fliow  you  how  they 
**  die  for  their  King.** 

The  rebels,  openly  protefted  and  feconded 
by  the  new  Commune*^  had  no  farther  ob- 
Aack  to  fear  in  their  march  :  their  formid- 
able bodies  advanced  fafter  towards  the 
Palace  and  a  little  before  eight  o'clock 
the  vanguard  arrived  at  the  Place  du  Co* 
roufeL  The  Procureur-Syndic  of  the  Dc* 
partment  endeavoured  in  vain  to  convince 
thefe  furies  that  fo  great  a  multitude  could 
not  have  acccfs  cither  to  the  King  or  the 
Affembly,  and  that  they  ought,  according 
to  the  Conftitution,  to  name  twenty  depu- 
ties to  prefent  their  petition ;  they  Would 
hardly  liften  to  him.  On  his  calling  upon 
the  troops  to  defend  their  poft  conformably 
to  the  law,  and  to  repel  force  by  force  in 
cafe  of  attack,  he  was  attended  to  only  by 
a  fmall  part  of  the  National  Guard ;  but  the 

♦  It  was  by  ihcir  order  that  the  flrong  force  which 
had  been  placed  at  the  Pont-'ncuf  to  prevent  a  commu- 
nication of  the  crowds  affemblcd  on  ihe  different  fides  of 
the  river  was  cnlirely  removed, 
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Artillery,    whom  he  only  exhorted  to  be 
orderly,  made  him  no  other  anfwer  than  that 
of   unloading  their  guns   before   his  eyes. 
The  Procureur-^Syndic^  finding  that  no  de- 
pendence was  to  be  placed  on  the  troops  fta- 
tioned  to  guard  the  Palace,  and  that  they 
were  much  lefs  difpofed  to*  defend  it  than 
to  join  the  affailants,  went  immediately  at 
the  head  of  the  Diredory,  and   defited  to 
fpeak  with  their  Majefties  in  private.     The 
King  received  them  in  his  chamber,  in  pre- 
fence  only  of  the  Queen,  and  the  Miniflers. 
Roederer  informed  them,  from  certain  intel- 
ligence which  he  had  juft  received,  that  the 
danger  was  imminent  and  beyond  all  ex- 
preffion ;  that   the  greater  part  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  was  corrupted  and  would  fire 
upon  the  Palacd;  that  the  King,  the  Queen, 
their  children,  and  every  body  about  them 
would  certainly  be  killed,  unlefs  the  King 
immediately  went  to  the  National  Affembly. 
The  Queen  at  firft  decidedly  oppofed  this 
ftep.     *•  Would  you   be   anfwerable  then, 
^*  Madam,"    replied   Roederer ^    ''  for  the 
•*  death  of  the  King,    of   your  children, 
*•  and  of  all  the  faithful  fervants  waiting 
^'  here  to   defend    you  ?''—.•' Oh  T'    cried 
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their  Majefties  with  one  accord,  **  May^zoe 
•*  be  the  only  viElimsr* 

The  Procureur-Syndic^s  remark  inftantly 
conquered  all  objections,  all  repugnance, 
arid  the  King  deterrhined  to  follow  his  ad- 
vice. As  he  was  fetting  out  for  the  Aflem- 
bly,  his  Majefty  addrefled  the  Minifters  and 
other  perfons  around  him  with  this  ex- 
preflion  :  Come,  gentlemen,  there  is  nothing 
more  to  be  done  here.  I  am  particular  in 
ftating  thefe  words,  becaufe  they  (how  the 
injuftice  of  thofe  who  have  dared  to  reproach 
the  King  with  having  thought  only  of  his 
own  fafety,  >and  with  leaving  orders  to  de- 
fend the  Palace  to  the  laft  extremity  if  it 
was  attacked,  and  of  courfe  to v  fire  upon 
the  people.  Is  it  not  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that 
the  King,  who  had  been  induced  to  go  to 
the  Affembly  only  by  the  refledlion  of  the 
dangers  to  which  they  who  had  come  to 
defend  him  would  be  expofed  H  he  remained 
in  the  Palace,  was  capable  of  dcfiring  they 
fhould  be  expofed  to  the  fame  danger  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  furniture  ?  His  Ma- 
jefty imagining  that  the  Palace  would  not 
be  attacked  after  he  left  it,  did  not  think  it 
was  neceflary  to  give.pofitive  orders  for  the 
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Swifs  to  quit  it,  but  the  words  there  is 
nothing  more  to  be  done  here  very  clearly 
implied^  that  his  Majefty's  intention  was, 
that  there  fhould  be  no  refiftance  in  cafe  of 
an  attack* 

The  Royal  Family  crofled  the  garden  of  the 
Thuilleries  between  two  columns  formed  by 
the  Swifs  grenadiers  and  thofeof  the  battalions 
of  the  Petits  Peres  and  of  the  Filles  St.  Tho- 
mas; but  they  were  ftopped  on  the  terrace  of  the 
Feuillans  by  the  immenfe  populace  colleded 
there,  who  were  brutal  enough  to  (hock  his 
Majefty's  ears  with  loud  infults  and  horri- 
ble threats.  It  was  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  the  Direftory  of  the  Department 
'  could  prevail  on  the  mob  to  make  way  for 
the  Royal  Family  to  go  to  the  Aflembly, 
and  then  it  was  on  condition  that  they 
fhould  leave  the  guard  who  efcorted  them 
at  the  door.  At  that  inftant,  a  man  of  a 
moft  hideous  countenance,  who  was  feen  at 
the  head  of  all  the  infurredlions,  ftepped 
out  of  the  crowd,  and  yielding  to  the  irre- 
fiftible  charm  beaming  from  the  interefting 
countenance  and  manners  of  the  Dauphin, 
whom  the  Queen  held  by  the  hand,  took 
him  up,  faying  brutally  to  her  Majefty, 
''  Don't  be  afraid,  I  don't   mean   to  hurt 

*'  him  /* 
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"  him;"  and  carried  him  in  his  arms  into 
the  Hall  of  the  Aflembly,  where  he  put 
him  down  on  the  table,  and  then  rctifmcd  to 
his  ftation  on  the  Terrace. 

The  Aflembly  were  ftill  deliberating  cm 
fending  a  Deputation  to  the  Palace,  when 
one  of  the  Municipal  officers,  who  had  been 
there  all  night,  and  had  accompanied  their 
•  Majefties,  came  to  announce  that  the  King 
and  Queen,  with  their  family,  the  Minif- 
ters,  and  the  Directory  of  the  Department, 
defired  to  come  in.  The  Aflembly  once 
more  fent  the  Deputation  of  Ceremony  to 
meet  the  King,  and  this  was  the  laft  refpedt 
paid  to  Royalty. 

Their  Majefties  entered,  accompanied  by 
the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  {Bigot  de 
St.  Croix),  and  the  Minifter  of  the  Marine 
{Dubouchage),  and  going  firft  to  the  feats 
appropriated  to  the  Minifters,  the  King  ad- 
drefled  the  Aflembly  in  thefe  few  words  : 
**  I  come  here  to  avert  a  great  crime,  and  I 
•*  think.  Gentlemen,  that  I  can  no  where 
**  be  fafer  than  among  you." 

Guadet,  who  at  the  time  filled  the  Pre* 
fident's  chair,  anfwered :  **  Sire,  you  may 
**  depend  upon  the  firmnefs  of  the  National 
••  Aflembly,  whofe  Members  have  fwom 

"  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Aug.  179^3         FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  159 

**  to  die  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  peo-  ' 
*'  pie  and  the  Conftitutcd  Authcwrities;** 
The  King  then  went  to  take  his  feat  by  the 
Prefident;  but  an  obfervation  being  made 
that,  according  to  the  Conftitution,  the 
Legiflative  Body  could  enter  on  no  delibera* 
tion  in  prefence  of  his  Majefly,  the  Affem- 
Wy  decided  that  the  King  and  Royal  Family 
(hould  go  into  a  private  box^  iituated  behind 
the  Prefident 's  chair,  whither  their  Majcf- 
ties  retired*. 

The  frainers  of  the  Conftitution  did  not 
forefee  that  it  would  one  day  reduce  the 
King,  driven  from  his  Palace  by  the  popu- 
lace, to  the  dreadful  neceflity  of  flying  to 
the  Hall  of  the  National  Aflfembly  for  an 
afylum  againft  aifailins.  Had  they  con- 
ceived that  fuch  would  be  the  confequence 
of , their  rafti  ignorance,  they  would  doubt- 
lefs  have  affigned  for  the.  Hereditary  Repre^ 
fentative  of  the  Nation  and  his  family  a 
more  convenient  place  than  the  wretched 
little  box  of  newfpaper  reporters ;  and,  far 
from  prohibiting  the  Legiflative  Body  from 

♦  This  box  was  the  one  occupied  by  the  agents  of 
the  editor  of  a  newfpaper,  called  The  Logographty  and 
was  but  ten  feet  fquare  and  fix  feet  high. 

deliberating 
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deliberating  in  the  King's  prefetice,,  they 
would  have  ftri<5Hy  bound  them  not  to  enter 
without  him  on  deliberations,  all  of  which 
fhould  tend  to  the  fafety  of  his  Majefty's 
perfon,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Confti- 
tution.  They  would  have  been  fenfible  that 
that  could  not  have  been  favcd  in  fo  violent 
a  crifis  but  by  the  moft  perfedt  harmony 
between  the  t^yo  Conftitutional  Powers, 
and  the  union  of  all  their  efforts,  and  would 
have  prefcribed  it  as  an  obligation*. 

When  their  Majefties  were  placed  in-  the 
box  of  the  LogogriLphe^  the  Diredlory  of 
the  Department  were  introduced  at  the  Bar, 
where  the  Procureur-Syndic  gave  an  ac-, 
count  of  the  ftatc  of  the  Capital,  and  of 
the  inutility  of  the  meafures  which  he  and 
his  colleagues  had  taken  for  reftoring  order 
and  peace.  •  He  was  concluding  his  report, 
when  intelligence  was  ,  brought  that  the 
Palace  had  been  forced,  and  that  the  rebels 
meant  to  batter  it  down  with  their  cannon* 

*  Why  am  I  forced  by  truth  to  fay,  that  this  obli- 
gation would  have  been  ill  difcharged  by  the  majority 
of  the  Legiflative  Body  ?  Almoft  all  the  Members  of 
that  majority  were  alfo  the  majority  of  the  Convention, 
where  they  proved  but  too  clearly  that  the  King  would 
have  found  among  them  fewer  defenders  than  aflaflins. 

The 
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The  Commander  of  the  guard  who  had  re- 
mained in  it  appeared  at  the  Bar  to  afk  what 
fteps  he  was  to  take.  The  Affembly,  who 
had  heen  fo  often  heard  ftiouting  the  ConJlU 
tution  or  deaths  while  that  exclamation 
was  nothing  more  than  a  vain  and  ridiculous 
rhodomontade,  took  great  care  not  to  repeat 
it  on  this  occafion ;  and  inftead  of  vigorous 
xneafures,  which  the  fafety  of  the  State  re-^ 
quired,  they  only  declared  that  they  placed* 
proper^  ahd  perfons  under  the  fafcguard  of 
the  people  of  Paris,  and  appointed  fifteen 
Deputies  to  go  and  carry  this  decree*. 

Scarcely  were  thefe  Deputies  named  when 
the  firing  of  cannon  was  heard,  and  fpread 
conftemation  throughout  the  Affembly.  As 
they  did  not  know  from  which  party  it 
came,  there  might  be  fome  apprehenfion  of 

the 

•  To  whom  was  this  decree  to  be  carried  ?  Was  it  to 
ih^  people  conipofed,of  the  brigands,  who  at  that  time 
were  cutting  the  throats  of  men,  and  injuring  and 
burning  property,  or  to  the  honeft  and  peaceable  citi- 
zens, who  had  (hut  themfelves  up  at  home  through 
horror  at  the  crimes  they  were  committing  ?  The  for- 
mer would  have  replied  to  it  by  the  cannon  mouth,  the 
latter  by  regretting  their  inability.  With  better  inten- 
tions and  lefs  cowardice  the  AlTembly,  true  to  the  oath 
of  defying  death  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Conftita- 

Part  ir.  Vol.  III.  M  tion^ 
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the  cannonade  beifig  direAcd  againft  the 
Hall,  and  the  fear  of  it  was  painted  on  the 
difcompofed  countenances  of  moft  of  the 
Deputies.  The  Prefident  endeavoured  in  yain 
to  compofe  them  by  putting  them  in  mind 
that  they  were  at  their  poft,  where  very  few 
of  them  would  have  remained  had  there 
been  lefs  danger  in  deferting  it.  An  account 
was  foon  brought  that  the  Swifs  were  en- 
g^g^rig,  on  which  feveral  Members  de- 
manded that  they  ftiould  be  forbidden  to 
fire.  An  order  to  that  efFeft  was  given  in 
writing  by  the  King,  and  he  figned  another 
forbidding  the  Swifs,  who  were  at  Cour- 
bevoye  to  advance  towards  Paris.  Another 
difcharge  of  cannon,  followed  by  a  rolling 
fire  of  fmall  arms,  now  (hook  the  Hall  and 
augmented  the  terror  of  the  Aflcmbly  and 
galleries.     The  Deputies  fent  to  the  people 

tion,  would  not  have  hefitated  to  fend  a  hundred  of  their 
Members,  under  a  fuffkicnt  efcort,  to  the  Hofel-derVille 
to  diflblve  ^nd  arreft  the  'New  Commune,  annul  all 
their  ads,  reinftate  the  former  Municipality,  proclaim 
martial  law,  and  caufc  the  forty-eight  battalions  of  the 
National  Guard  to  march  againft  the  rebels.  This  ftep 
would  not  have  been  without  danger,  but  it  was  evi- 
dently the  only  one  that  could  fcreen  the  Aflembly  from 
.cenfure,  and  the  vigour  of  it  might  have  ertfurcd  its 
fiiccefs. 
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with  the  decree  that  put  perfons  and  pro-i 
perty  under  their  pfoteKfUon^  returning  at 
the  fame  a^mcnt,  declared  that  they  had 
been  difpericd  by  the  crowd  in  the  Court  of 
the  Riding-houfe*  and  finding  it  impoBible 
to  difcharge  their  commiflion,  had  thought 
it  their  duty  to  return  to  their  poft.  As  they 
were  finiihing  their  account »  a  great  number 
of  the  National  Guards  were  fcen  forcing 
themfelves  in  at  one  of  the  doors  of  the 
Hall.  Several  Deputies  flew  to  meet  them, 
and  reprefented  to  them  that  nobody  was  per- 
mitted to  enter  armed  into  the  place  where 
the  Legiflative  Body  held  their  Sittings, 
The  reft  of  the  Members  rofe  in  a  tuimiltu- 
ous  manner,  and  hurried  to  the  oppofite 
door.  The  moft  violent  agitation  pervaded 
the  Affembly.  The  Prefident  put  on  his 
hat ;  the  Deputies  all  cried  Fivi  la  Nation^ 
and  the  National  Guards  agreed  to  withdraw. 
But  as  the  crowd  about  the  Hall  was  in* 
creafing  every  moment,  and  as  the  box  in 
which  the  Royal  Family  were  might  be 
broken  into,  the  iron  grating  that  feparated 
it  from  the  Affembly  was  removed. 

The  two  companies  of  the  Swifs  Guards^ 

the  300  men  of  the  beft  battalion  of  the 

National    Guard,    who  had    efcorted  the 
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Royal  Family   to   the  Affembly,   and   the 
gentlemen    whofe  attachment    had  carried 
them  after  their  Majefties,  did  not  return  to 
the  Palace,  by  which  the  guard  of  it  was 
weakened,  and   in   feme   fort  diforganlfed, 
and  the  zeal  of  moft  of  thofe  who  compofed 
it  was  alfo  cooled  by  the. King's  unexpected 
departure.     I  do  not  in  that  number  include 
thofe   Royalifts  diftind:  from  the  National 
Guards,  and  who  had  remained  with  them 
to  wait  the  King's  return,  not  to  defend  the 
Palace,  for  nobody   imagined  it  would   be 
attacked   in   his   Majefty's  abfence.      The 
armies  of  the   Fauxbourgs  foon  filled  the 
Square  of  the  Caroufel,  wh<ere  they  drew 
up  in  order  of  battle  ;  nor  had  their  motions 
at  firft  that  violent  precipitation  which  ufu- 
dly  foreruns  the  great  outrages  of  an  infur- 
redlion.      The   moft   blood-thirfty   villains 
had  got  together  in  the.  Court  of  the  Feuil- 
lans,  to  dojuftice  in  their  way  to  twenty-two 
perfons,  whom  the  patrola  had  arretted  fe- 
parately  during  the  night  in  the  environs  of 
the   Thuilleries,    and  who,  on  hearing   the 
alarm-bell  and  drums,  had  come  out,  fomc 
through  fear,  others  through  curiofity^  armed 
with  fwords  and  piftols  for  their  own  de- 
fence.    X^ey  had  been  carried  to  the  Sec- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  Feuillans ;  and  it  was  reported 
among  the  people  that  they  were  a  falfe 
patrol  who  had  been  arretted.  Eleven  of 
them,  who  had  been  fhut  up  in  a  feparate 
room,  made  their  efcape  at  day-break  by 
jumping  out  of  the  windows.  At  feven 
oVlock  in  the  morning  the  mob  colledled  in 
the  Court  of  the  Feuillans  were  calling  out 
for  the  falfc  patrol.  A  Municipal  officer' 
got  up  on  a  treffel  to  harangue  them,  and 
to  perfuade  them  to  withdraw,  by  promifing 
that  the  guilty  (hould  be  delivered  up  to  the 
rigour  of  the  laws.  He  was  anfwered  by 
dreadful  halloos,  accufed  of  encouraging 
falfe  patrols,  and  compelled  to.  retire.  A 
woman,  or  rather  a  monftcr,  took  his  place 
on  the  treffel,  and,  more  blood-thirfty  than 
any  of  her  hearers,  exhorted  them  to  perfift 
in  the  refolution  of  maffacring  the  prifoners. 
This  woman,  who  had  before  diftinguifhed 
herfelf  in  the  Revolution  by  feveral  adls  of 
ferocity,  was  the  famous  Ther eigne  de  Me^ 
ricourt.  She  was  this  day  dreffed  in  a 
riding  habit  of  the  national  colours,  and 
wore  a  fword  in  acrofs-belt.  She  made  the 
brigands  about  her  name  fome  Commiffion- 
crs,  at  the  head  of  whom  (he  went  and  in* 
formed  the  Committee  of  the  Section  that 
M  3      •  the 
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the  fovcrcign  people   demanded    that    the 
prifoners   (hould  be  delivered  up  to  them. 
The  perfon  then  Prefident  of  that  Commit- 
tee  was  no  other  than  Bonjour^  the  identical 
clerk  whom  I  had  difmiffed  from  the  Navy 
Office,    and  who,  although  he  had  about 
200  foldiers  of  the  National  Guard  at  his 
command,  made  no  refinance  againjl  the 
h)ill  of  the  people.     The    prifoners    were 
therefore  given  up  to  them;  and  of  the  re- 
maining eleven,  only  two  had  the  good  for- 
time  to  efcape  by  mixing  with  the  crowd. 
The  other  nine  had  their  throats  cut ;  their 
heads  were  fevered  from  their  bodies ;  the 
latter  were  expofed  in  the  Square  ymdomey 
and  the  fonner  all  carried  on  pikes  about 
the  ftreets  in  triumph. 

At  nine  o*clock  two  carriages,  loaded 
with  powder  and  ball,  b«ing  arrived  in  the 
Square  of  the  Caroufel,  the  Commander  of 
the  rebel  army  knocked  at  the  door  of  the 
Royal  Court,  and  defired  it  might  be  open- 
ed, which  was  refufed.  The  different  mo- 
tions then  obferved  among  the  rebels  no 
longer  lejft  a  doubt  of  their  being  refolved 
to  attack  the  Palace.  Immediately  on  this, 
the  gentlemen  under  the  command  of  Maref- 
chal  de  Mailly,  the  National  Guards  and 

the 
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thcSwifs,  who  were  in  feparate  rooms,  af- 
fembled  at  the  different  pofts  affigncd  them, 
and  determined  to  repel  force  by  force,  in  fpite 
of  the  immenfe  fuperiofity  in  number  of 
the  affailants*. 

By  ten  minutes  after  nine  the  gates  of  the 
Royal  Court  were  beat  down,  and  the  peo- 
ple rulhed  in  without  meeting  any  refif- 
tance.  The  leader  of  the  Marfcillois  en- 
tered firft  with  a  piftol  in  his  hand,  and  was 
followed  by  his  troop,  whom  he  drew  up  in 
two  fquares  about  the  Court ;  after  which, 
the  artillery-men  removed  the  fix  cannon 
from  the  two  fides,  and  pointed  them  on 
the  Palace.  The  people,  finding  themfelves 
fo  powerfully  fupported,  cried  out,  Down 
zvith  the  Sm/s,  dovm  arms  !  The  National 
Guards  and  the  Swifs  at  the  windows  an- 
fwered  thefe  cries,  not  by  fignals  of  friend- 
Ihip,  as  it  has  been  faid,  but  by  motions  of 
their  hands  or  hats,  whith  only  expreffed  a 
wifh  that  the  multitude  would  retire,  and 
could  mean  nothing  clfe. 

The  determined  appearance  of  the  Swife 
who  were  at  the  foot  of  the  ftaircafe  kept 
the  aflSafins  from  approaching  it  for  nearly  a 

*  They  were  more  than  fifty  to  one. 
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quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  they  did 
not  dare  to  pafs  the  middle  of  the  Court. 
At  laft,  fome  brigands  armed  with  long 
pikes  that  had  hooks  to  them,  advanced  as 
far  as  the  great  door  of  the  Palace,  with  an 
officer  of  the  National  Guard  at  their  head. 
They  hooked  the  firft  centinel  that  appeared 
at  the  door  and  drew  him  to  them,  and  they 
did  the  fame  with  four  or  five  more  one 
after  the  other,  whom  they  inftantly  dif- 
armed,  burfting  out  into  a  horfe  laugh. 
Emboldened  by  this  fuccefs,  the  multitude 
pufhed  forward  in  a  crowd  to  the  bottom  of 
the  great  ftaircafc,  and  with  clubs  murdefed 
the  difarmed  centinels.  Then  it  was  that 
the  Swifs  at  this  poft,  feeing  their  comrades 
mafTacred,  determined  to  engage  on  the 
jfteps,  and  executed  yi?r  the  Jir/l  time  the 
order  of  repelling  force  by  force.  Their 
firft  fire  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  the 
aflallins,  and  the  reft  fled  precipitately.  At 
the  fame  inftant,  the  officer  of  the  Na- 
'  tional  Guard,  who  had  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  body  of  rebels  that  came 
into  the  Court,  vexed  no  doubt  at  lofing 
time,  fired  a  piftol  towards  the  Palace  :  this 
was  returned  by  firing  fome  guns  from  the 
windows,    and  immediately    three  cannon 
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were  difcharged  from  the  Caroufel  with  fo 
much  hurry,  and  fo  aukwardly,  that  the 
balls  ftruck  the  fartheft  end  of  the  roof. 

Thcfe  fa(5ts,  the  truth  of  which  is  indif- 

putable,  leave  no  doubt  of  the  injuftice  of 

the  reproach  caft  upon  the  Swifs  of  having 

been  the  aggreflbrs  on  this  day.     Had  they 

fired  on  the  rebels  when  the  gates  of  the 

Royal  Court  were  forced,  they  would  only 

have  repelled  force  by  force;    but  at  that 

time  they  made  no  ufe  of  their  arms  againft 

their  aflailants,  nor  till  roufed  to  revenge 

the    death    of    their    maflacred    comrades. 

The  firft  blood  fpilt  was  that  of  the  Swifs. 

fo  that  far  from  confidering  them  as  aggrcf- 

fors,    they    might    much    more    juftly  be 

blamed  for  having  fo  long  delayed  to  repel 

the  aflailants. 

The  firft  fire  of  the  Swifs  not  only  put  to 
flight  the  brigands  who  had  ventured,  into 
the  Yeftibule  of  the  Palace,  it  fpread  fo 
much  terror  in  the  Courts,  that  they  were 
'  evacuated,  and  appeared  covered  with  gre- 
nadiers* caps,  guns,  and  pikes  of  the  flying 
rebels.  The  artillery  men  themfelves  de- 
fcrtcd  their  cannon,  and  followed  the  crowd 
to  the  fquare  of  the  QaroufeL  The  Swifs 
then  went  into  the  Courts,  and  taking  pof- 
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feffion  of  the  deferted  cannon,  placed  them 
again  before  the  great  door  of  the  Palace; 
after  which  fixty  of  them  formed  a  fquare 
battalion  at  the  gate  of  the  Royal  Court, 
where,  feconded  by  the  National  guards  and 
Swifs,  who  fired  from  the  windows  of  the 
gallery  of  the  Louvre  on  the  Caroufel^  they 
kept  up  a  rolling  fire  fo  well  direded,  that 
the  army  of  the  fadion  was  very  foon  dif- 
perfcd^  and  nothing  was  to  be  feen  in  the 
fquare  but  dead  and  wounded,  and  four  can 
non  left  behind  by  the  flying  rebels.  Thofc 
worthy  patriots,  pale,  trembling,  and  co- 
vered with  blood  and  duft,  were  running  off 
through  every  paffage  as  faft  as  their  legs 
could  carry  them.  The  quays  and  bouve* 
lards  were  choaked  up  by  them.  Two 
Federates  of  Breft  who  had  kept  on  their 
red  uniform,  galloping  down  the  Rue  St. 
Honor e\  were  taken  for  Swifs,  and  maila*- 
cred  by  the  people.  Another  detachment  of 
the  Swifs  guards  at  the  fame  time  feized 
three  cannon  at  the  door  of  the  Riding- 
houfe,  and  removed  them  to  the  iron  gate  of 
the  Palace,  leading  to  the  terrace  in  the 
garden;  but  they  could  make  no  ufe  of 
them,  for  want  of  ammunition  and  proper 
implements.     This    afiair.^was    extremely 
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bloody  on  both  fides ;  the  Swifs  loft  thirty 
men  by  it. 

A  new  body  of  rebels  bein^  colleded  be- 
fore the  gate  of  the  Princes*  Court,   and 
having  fired  a  cannon  loaded  with  cannifter 
fhot,  eighty  Swifs  and  fome  National  guards 
marched  to  the  place^    where  they  began 
another  fire,  which  killed  a  number  of  peo- 
ple, and  entirely  filenced  the  fire  of  the  af- 
failants.     The  Gentlemen  who  were  waiting 
for  the  King's  return  to  the  Palace  having 
no  fire  arms,  had  ftaid  in  the  apartments. 
When  the  firing  began,  they  affembled  in 
the  ball  of  the  Queen's  guards,  to  confider 
what  they  were  to  do,  and  half  an  hour 
palTed  before  they  determined  on  going  to 
the  King.     They  colleded  all  the  Swifs, 
and  fome  National  guards  who  were  in  ,that 
part  of  the  Palace,  and  to  the  number  of 
about  500  perfons,  proceeded  to  the  gar- 
den, which  they  could  not  enter  but  by  pul- 
ling down  a  fmall  iron  gate,  about  thirty 
paces  from  the  difaffedted  battalions,  who 
were  at  the  gate  leading  to  the  Pont-Royal  2 
and  what  rendered  the  outlet  more  dan« 
gerous  was,  that  only  one  at  a  time  could 
go  through  it.    Two  Swifs  foldiers,  who 
were  the  firft  out,  were  ihot,  and  the  reft  of 
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the  party  were  forced  to  pafs  over  their  bo- 
dies.    There  wag  a  continued  fire  of  muf- 
quetry,  from  different  points,   kept  up  on 
them,    and  chiefly  direfted  at   the   Svvifs, 
who  were  known  by  their  regimentals.     M. 
de  Clermont  d'Amboife  and  M.  de  Ca/leja 
were  the  only  gentlemen  killed  at  this  paf- 
fage.    The  Baron  de  Viomefnil  was  wounded 
-  in  the  thigh  *.     The  National  guards  who 
were  in  this  party  when  they  left  the  Palace, 
quitted  them  to  join  their  own  battalions. 
The  Swifs  and  gentlemen,   rallied   by  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  amid  the  fire  of  the  canC 
non  of  the  PonUNeuf  and  PonUTournant^ 
were  received  at  the  bottom  of   the  fteps 
leading  to  the  Feuillans  with  fo  brifk  a  dif- 
charge  of  fmall  arms,    that  they  found  it 
impoflible  to  get  up  to  the  terrace.     The 
Duke  de  Choifeul  thinking  they  were  fol- 
lowing him,    opened   a   way   for  himfelf, 
fword  in  hand,  to  the  door  of  the  Hall, 
where,  difmayed  as  well  as  furprifed  at  find« 
ing  himfelf  alone,  he  took  the  advice  given 
him  by  a  Deputy  {Merlin)  to  put  up  his 
fword,  and  go  and  take  his  poft  near  the 
King  in  the  box  of  the  Logographe. 

♦  He  died  three  weeks  after  of  this  wound. 
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The  reft  of  the  Swifs  and  gentlemen  went 
on  hy  the  fide  of,  the  trees  towards  the 
Champs-Elizees^  hoping  to  find  fome  faith- 
ful troop  whom  they  might  join,  or  to  be 
able  to  difperfe  more  eafily ;  but  a  frefh  dif- 
charge  obliged  them  to  make  for  the  Green* 
houfe  terrace,  by  which  they  took  the  ,way 
to  the  Garde-MfubleSf  with  the  view  of 
efcapingby  the  bouvelards  or  by  the  Champs^ 
EltzeeSf  or  of  taking  flielter  in  houfes  that 
might  be  open.  The  unfortunate  Swifs  thus 
driven  about,  and  all  their  ammunition  fpent, 
in  vain  fought  their  fafety  in  flight.  Marked 
by  their  uniform,  they  were  purfued  with 
the  mofl:  barbarous  inveteracy,  and  where- 
cver  they  went  met  affaffins.  When  they 
left  the  Palace,  their  number  amounted  to 
three  hundred,  but  very  few  efcaped  *.  A 
great  number  of  gentlemen  met  the  fame 
fate.  Several  owed  their  fafety  to  the  bold 
hofpitality  of  the  Venetian  Ambaflador,  M. 
Pijani,  who,  notwithftanding  the  rifle   he 

*  When  the  brigands  had  no  more  of  the  Swifs  la 
uniform  to  maflacre,  thofe  mgnfters  turned  their  fury 
againft  the  Swifs  of  the  Hotels,  who  would  all  have 
met  the  fate  of  their  brave  and  unfortunate  countrymen, 
had  they  been  lefs  expeditious  than  they  were  in  put- 
ting off  their  belts,  and  leaving  their  places. 
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fan  of  forfeiting  his  privilege  to  fcreen  thefe 
loyal  chevaliers  from  the  afTaflins,  recdved 
all  who  came  to  his  Hotel,  and  let  them  out 
one  by  one  under  various  difguifes.  Thofe 
who  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  home,  went 
without  their  fwords,  and  feveral  with  great 
coats  lent  to  them  at  difi^ent  houfes. 

While  thefe  murders  were  deluging  with 
blood  the  Place  de  Louis  XV.  the  Rue 
RoyalCf  and  the  Champs-Elizees^  the  Mar- 
finllois,  the  Federates,  and  the  brigands  of 
the  Fauxbourgs,  had  returned  to  the  Ca^ 
roufel  with  large  reinforcements,  and  more 
cannon,  which  were  fired  on  the  Palace  for 
near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  without  doing 
any  mifchicf  to  it,  except  fome  of  the  roof. 
Great  crowds  went  to  the  gates  of  the 
Courts,  aod  attempted  to  enter;  but  they 
were  again  repulfed  by  the  fire  from  the 
windows  of  the  gallery  of  the  Louvre,  and 
by  the  fimll  guard  that  defended  thofe  pofts. 
It  was  at  this  moment  that  the  AfTembly, 
terrified  at  the  long  refiftance  made  by  the 
guard  of  the  Palace,  lamented  that  the  Swifs 
had  not  had  orders  not  to  fire.  M.  Dubou^ 
chage^  the  Minifter  of  the  Marine,  declared 
that  the  order  had  been  given,  on  which 
there  was  a  general  denund  that  it  fhould  be 
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repeated.  The  difficulty,  however,  was  to 
have  any  order  whatever  conveyed  to  the 
Palace  whik  the  continual  fire  of  the  be* 
fiegcrs  and  befieged  prevented  any  one^s 
approaching  it.  The  King,  who  flattered 
himfclf  that  this  new  inftance  of  goodnefs 
and  confidence  would  induce  the  AfTcmbly 
to  treat  him  with  more  confideration,  was 
extremely  unhappy  at  not  being  able  to  fend 
the  order. 

M.  (THervilly  being  in  the  box  of  the 
Logographe  with  the  Rbyal  Family,  offered 
to  carry  the  order,  determined,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  the  manner  mofl 
conducive  to  the  fafety  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily.  The  King  and  Queen  were  greatly 
afiedied  at  this  proof  of  attachment;  but 
unwilling  to  expofe  the  Hfe  of  one  of  their 
moft  valuable  and  faithful  fervants,  they 
feized  his  arm  to  prevent  him  from  with-r 
drawing,  preffing  his  hand  affeftionately  in 
theirs.  Madame  Elizabeth  was  impreffed 
with  the  fame  fentiments;  and  all  three, 
with  tears  in  their  ^jts^  entreated  him  not 
to  go.  M.  d'Hervilly^  whofe  zeal  was 
only  the  more  animated  by  fuch  diflinguifh- 
ing  marks  of  regard,  renewed  his  demand 
with  cameftnefs, 

«*  I  entreat 
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**  I  entreat  your  Majefties  not  to  think  of 
•*  the  danger/'  faid  he;  **  it  is  ray  duty  to 
**  brave  it  for  your  fcrvice.  My  poft  is 
**  aux  coups  defufil;  and  if  I  feared  them, 
**  I  (hould  be  unworthy  of  the  name  .of  a 
-  foldier/' 

Thefe  words,  pronounced  in  a  manner  the 
moft  capable  of  infpiring  confidence,  and 
the  murmurs  which  the  King's  irrefolution 
excited  in  the  Affcmbly,  at  length  deter* 
mined  his  Majefty  to  write  the  order,  and 
deliver  it  to  M.  (VHerviLly. 

M.  deVauzlemont^  a  young  ofKccr  of  the 
artillery,  full  of  courage  and  ardour,  who 
had  belonged  to  the  King's  guard  under  the 
command  of  M.  d'Hervillyy  was  at  the 
door  of  the  box,  and  a  witnefs  to  the  above 
fcene.  He  was  that  day  in. the  uniform  of 
the  National  grenadiers,  which, he  always 
wore  on  thofe  occafions,  when  he  thought 
it  moft  expedient  for  the  King's  ferVice. 
This  gallant  young  man  begged  to  be  per- 
mitted to  accompany  his  commanding  offi* 
cer,  and  to  ftiare  his  dangers ;  but  M. 
d'Hervilly  exprefsly  forbade  him,  faying 
that  his  poft  was  at  the  door  of  the  King's 
box,  which  he  ought  not  to  quit.  ^  In 
fpite  of  this,  he  perfifted  in  following  M. 
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d'H^rvilly,  and  (hewed  himfelf  worthy^  of 
being  his  companion.  When  they  arrived 
at  the  door  of  the  Hall,  next  to  the  convent 
of  the  Theatins,  the  National  guards  and 
armed  mob  there  afTembled,  recognizing 
M*  d^Heruilly  by  his  uniform  of  Marefchal 
dc  Camp,  feized  and  began  to  infult  him 
with  horrid  imprecations.  M,  de  Vauzle- 
tnont,  who  was  liftencd  to  on  account  of 
his  uniform,  aflfured  them  that  M.  d'Hervilly 
\V3S  the  bearer  of  an  order  for  the  Swifs 
guard  to  give  over  firing.  They  let  him  go, 
on  his  (hewing  him  his  order. 

*^  Look  (harp  after  him,  camaradey*  faid 
they  to  M.  de  Vauzlemont,  "  for  you  (hall 
**  anfwer  for  him*.** 

This  danger  was  nothing  in  comparifon 
of  thofe  which  ftill  awaited  M.  d'Hervilly. 
Hardly  had  he  gained  the  ftreet,  than  he 
met  a  detachment  of  the  National  guards 
and  of  the  Sedlions,  who,  as  foon  as  they 
knew  him,  fired  upon  him,  but  fortunately 
without  injuring  him.  When  he  had  gone 
on  about  two  hundred  paces  farther,  he 
was  again  fired  at,  and  had  again  the  good 
luck  to  efcape*  At  the  entry  into  the  Ca* 
rmfd,  he  was  feized  by  two  of  the 
National  guards.     He  knocked  pnp  to  the 
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ground ;  the  other  ran  ofF,  after  thrufting  a 
bayonet,  which  he  had  in  his  hand»  into 
M.  d*Hcrvtlly*s  thigh,  and  leaving  it  there. 
M.  d'Hcrvilly  having  plucked  it  out,  pro- 
ceeded, notwithftanding  the  wound,  to  the 
court  of  the  Swifs,  ftill  accompanied  by 
M.  de  Vauzlemont.  They  were  for  a  mo- 
ment  expofed  to  a  crofs  fire  of  mufquetry 
and  grape  (hot  from  the  Palace  and  Ca^ 
rotifel^  hut  arrived  unhurt  at  the  court  of 
the  Swifs,  whofe  courage  feemed  to  be  re- 
aniniatcd  by  the  fight  of  M.  d'Htrvilfy^ 
who,  inftead  of  making  any  mention  of 
the  King's  order,  immediately  began  to  exa- 
mine, how  he  could  beft  prolong  the  defence 
of  that  place,  fo  as  to  gain  time  for  the 
Royalifts  within  the  Palace  to  join  the  Swifs, 
who  were  in  number  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  whom,  he  expeded,  might  ftill 
be  Joined  by  the  well-difpofed  National 
guards,  and  in  all  make  up  fuch  a  force  as 
would  have  enabled  him  to  repel  the  infur- 
gents,  and  to  re-eftablilh  the  Royal  Family 
in  the  Palace.  He  had  hopes  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Parifians  would  then  have  de- 
clared for  the  King,  and  would  have  ex"- 
preffed  their  abhorrence  of  the  authors 
of   the   infurre(ftion ;    in  which  event   he 
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would  never  have  been  blamed  for  nof  hav- 
ing made  ufe  of  the  King's  '  order ;  and  if 
matters  had  turned  out  otherwife,  he  alone 
would  have  been  anfwerable,  as  in  that  cafe 
he  was  determined  to  produce  the  order, 
which  would  have  fcreened  his  Majefty  from 
all  blame. 

In  purfuancc  of  this  plan,  having  ported 
the  Swifs  and  the  cannon  in  the  moft  ad- 
vantageous, manner  for  defending  the  courts, 
he  proceeded  to  the  Palace,  attended  by  M. 
VauzUmont;  but  in  a  narrow  paflage,  which 
led  to  one  of  the  back  flairs,  he  again  ef* 
caped  being  killed  by  a  piftol  fhot  from  a 
National  guard,  who  lurked  in  a  dark  cor- 
ner. Having  thruft  his  fword  through  the 
body  of  this  cowardly  affaflin,  he  walked 
on  :  but  as  he  afcended  the  flair,  the  tumult 
and  horrible  (hrieks  he  heard  obliged  him  to 
flop ;  and  he  was  informed  by  a  Swifs,  who 
came  down  flairs,  that  an  immenfe  armed 
populace  had  penetrated  into  the  Palace  by 
the  gallery  of  the  X^ouvre,  and  were  maf- 
facring  every  one  they  met  in  their  way. 
The  Swifs  being  evidently  too  few  to  .con- 
tinue the  defence  of  the  Palace  on  the  fide  of 
the  Caroufcl^  and  to  repel  the  numbers  who 
had  rufhed  in,  M.d'Hervilly  was  forced  to 
N  ^  abandon 
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abandon  his  projedt,  which  would  have  de- 
voted to  certain  death  fo  many  brave  foU 
diers,    whofe    numbers    diminiflied    eveiy 
inftant,  while  their  courage  continued  un- 
impaired.    He  haftened  to  join  them,  noti- 
fied the  King's  order,  and  commanded  them 
to  follow  him  to   the  National    Affembly, 
where  the  King  and   Royal  Family  were. 
As  the  attack  was  made  by  the  Caroujd  and 
Louvre,  the  only  remaining  way  was  by  the 
garden  of  the   Thuillcries;  but  even  there 
they  had  n,o  fooner  appeared,  than  they  were 
expofcd  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon  every- 
where  planted  in  it,  and*  of  the  troops  on 
the  different  terraces.     On  leaving  the  Pa- 
lace, their  number  amounted  to  a  hundred, 
but  only  fixty  reached  the  AfTembly.     They 
were   carried   to  the   Guard-houfc    of    the 
Feuillans,  where  they  received  an  order  from 
the  King  to  give  up  their  arms,  change  their 
clothes,  and  repair  to  the  barracks  at  Cour-  \ 
bevoye.     Their  clothes  were  given  to  the 
populace,  who  tore  them  up  to  Ihare  the 
pieces,  which   the  brigands   fixed  in  their 
hats,    to  their   bayonets,    and   their   pikes, 
bearing    them     in     triumph    through    the 
ftreets,  as  trophies  of  their  vi<5lory. 

M.  i'Htr- 
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M.  d'Hervilly  had  been  able  to  take  with 
him  only  the  Swifs  who  were  in  the  Courts ; 
thofe  who  were  at  the  pofts  within  retreated 
to  the  great  ftaircafe,  to  the  number  of 
about  eighty,  and  there  defended  themfelves 
with  the  greateft  courage  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour :  they  fell  every  man 
on  the  fpot,  after  flaying  at  leafl:  400  of  the 
rebels.  The  aflailants,  tranfported  with 
rage,  then  went  up  into  the  apartments,  and 
with  the  moft  horrible  barbarity  butchered 
all  the  Swifs  they  found  there,  although 
they  made  no  refiftance,  and  although 
fevcral  begged  on  their  knees  to  be  fparcd  ; 
of  the  latter  fome  were  thrown  flill  living 
out  of  the  windows.  Seventeen  of  them 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  Veftry  in  vain 
cried  Vive  la  nation !  and  laid  down  their 
arms,  of  which  they  had  made  no  ufe ;  they 
were  immediately  maffacred.  About  a  hun- 
dred  of  thefe  unfortunate  foldiers  attempted 
to  efcapc  by  the  Court  de  Marfan  i  they 
were  foon  in  xhfi  midft  of  an  immenfe  ahd 
furious  crowd,  who  called  Down  arms! 
They  furrendcred  without  refiftance,  think- 
ing to  appeafe  the  people  by  their  fub- 
miflion;  eighty  of  them,  however,  were 
maffacred  in  the  Rue  de  l^Echelle,  where 
N  3  their 
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their  bodies,  ftripped  of  their  clothes,  re- 
mained in  a  heap  for  two  days,  after  having 
been  mutilated  in  a  manner  too  (hocking 
and  indecent  to  mention.  The  others  had 
the  good  fortune  to  efcape  by  running  into 
{hops,  cellars,  and  under  ftaircafes,  &c. 
They  were  afterwards  fumiftied  with  clothes 

•  to  enable  them  to  get  away  unknown.  Of 
thefe  feveral  remained  three  days  without 
nourifhment.  Another  detachment  of  8o 
Swifs,  being  a  part  of  thofe  who  had  ^)afred 
through  the  Green-houfe  Court,  were  on 
their  way  to  Courbevoye  under  the  com- 
mand of  four  officers,  and  had  proceeded 
as  far  as  the  Champs- Elizees^  when  they 
were  overtaken  and  furrounded  by  the  Horfe- 
Gendarmerie,  who  at  the  commencement  of 
the  attack  on  the  Palace  had  joined  the  bri<- 
gands.  The  people  foon  came  up  and 
feized  the  foldiers,  whom  they  conducted 

-  to  the  Hotel'de-Villef  promifing  to  fave  their 
lives ;  but  the  moment  they  came  to  the 
Place^de^Greve  they  were  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  populace. 

The  number  of  the  Swifs  guards  faved 
either  in  private  houfes  or  the  Guard-houfe 
of  the  Feuillans,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
180:  about  750,   without  reckoning  their 
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oflSccrs,  were  flaughtered*.  Among  their  af- 
failins  were  feen  monflcrs  drinking  draughts  of 
blood,  and  women,  ftill  more  favage,  with 
knives  in  their  hands,  feizing  the  naked  and 
palpitating  bodies,  and  perpetrating  with  dia- 
bolical deHght  horrors  that  no  barbarifm, 
no  difgufting  impurity  of  imagination  ever 
before  offered  to  the  fight  of  man. 

The  brigands  having  nude  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  Palace,  vented  their  rage  in^ 
difcriminately  on  all  the  perfons  they  found 
there;  the  door-keepers,  the  porters,  and 
even  the  fervants  of  the  loweft  clafs  were 
all  butchered  with  equal  fury -f.  The  blood 
ninning  in  ftreams,  the  dead  bodies  lying 
about,  and  the  furniture  broken  and  thrown 
out  of  the  windows,  raifed  the   dreadful 

*  From  the  maflacre  of  this  day,  and  thofc  of  the 
2d  and  3d  of  September  following,  only  thirteen  ^alto- 
gether  efcaped. 

t  The  only  perfons  fpared  were  Mefdames  De 
Tannte,  De  la  Roche-aymon,  and  De  GineftoeSy  Made- 
moifelle  De  Toumel,  and  the  Queen's  wailing  maids, 
who  had  all  taken  refuge  in  her  Majcfty's  apartment,^ 
where  a  detachment  of  the  National  Guards  took  them 
under  -their  proteSion  and  faved  them.  The  Princefs  de 
Lamballe  and  Madame  De  Tourzel  had  followed  the 
Royal  Family-  to  the  Aflcmbly,  and  were  with  their 
Majefties  in  the  box  of  the  Logographe. 
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image  of  dcdth  and  devaftation  through  all 
the  apartments  of  the  Palace. 

The  news  of  the  victory  of  the  people, 
and  of  their  being  completely  mafters  of  the 
Palace  was  confirmed  to  the  Affembly  by 
fome  of  the  brigands,  who  came  frefti  from 
the  commiflion  of  thefe  crimes  to  make 
them  an  offering,  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
of  papers,*  jewels,  louis-d*ors,  and  aflig- 
nats,  talcen  from  the  efcrutoires  belonging  to 
the  King  and  Queen,  which  had  been  broken 
open  :  the  AiTembly  exprefled  their  great 
fatisfaftion  at  patriotifm  fo  pure,  and  decreed 
that  all  thofc  efFedls  (hould  be  lodged  with 
tire  Commune. 

Several  deputations,  compofed  of  perfons 
of  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  people,  appeared 
fucceffively  at  the  Bar,  faying  they  were 
fent  by  their  Sedions  to  demand  the  depo- 
fition  of  the  King,  as  the  only  means  of 
preventing  the  fatal  alteration  long  planned 
by  a  treacherous  Courts  who  were  playing 
the  fool  with  the  French  people.  •*  Dare/* 
faid  thefe  ragged  orators,  **  to  fwear  that 
**  you  will  fave  the  Empire,  and  the  Em- 
*•  pire  is  faved/*  On  which  the  Deputies 
all  holding  up  their  hands  at  once  cried  out, 
**  We  fwear  it!** 

At 


Digitized  by 


Google 


At  laft  a  deputation  from  the  new  Com- 
mune appeared  at  the  Bar  with  three  ban* 
ners,  on  which  were  the  words,  Country, 
Equality,  Liberty,  and  gave  notice  of  their 
appointment,  as  called  for  by  the  dangers  of 
the  country.  *'  The  people  have  placed 
"  their  confidence  in  us,*'  added  thefpeakcr, 
*•  jind  we  will  juftify  it  by  our  zeal.  Petion, 
•*  Manuel,  and  Danton  are  ftill  our  col- 
•*  leagues.  Santerre  is  at  the  head  of  the 
*'  armed  force.  The  blood  of  the  people 
*•  has  been  fpilt ;  foreign  troops,  Swifs  fol- 
*'  diers,  whofe  continuance  at  Paris  is  ano- 
**  ther  of  the  crimes  of  the  Executive 
**  Power,  have  fired  upon  the  citizens: 
**  widows  and  orphans  are  calling  for  theii: 
**  hufbands  and  their  fathers,  and  we,  the 
**  faithful  organ  of  the  lentiments  and  will 
**  of  the  people,  call  upon  you,  in  their 
*'  name,  for  the  depofition  of  the  chief  of 
*^  the  Executive  Power.'* 

**  You  have  mentioned  Petion/*  replied 
the  Prefident,  *'but  Petion  is  confined  in  his 
**  houfe,  and  cannot  fpeak  to  the  peoples 
•*  you  know  whether  he  wiflies  it  or  not. 
•*  We  invite  you  to  countermand  the  order 
**  which  prevents  his  appearing  among  his 
'•  fellow  citizens." 

This 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(( 


€t 


186  ANNALS    OF    THE  [Auo.  1792. 

This  timid  invitation,  which  was  addrcflcd 
to  villains,  who  having  no  legal  chara<flcr  to 
authorife  their  appearing  at  the  Bar,  (hould 
have  been  driven  from  it,  was  followed  by 
a  proclamation,  the  bafe  fupplicating  flyle 
of  which  truly  (hows  the  cowardice  and  ter- 
ror that  zX  this  moment  prevailed  in  the 
Aflcmbly :  it  was  expreffed  in  thefe  words : 
'*  If  the  firft  of  the  Conftituted  authori- 
ties is  flill  fufpe(Sted  j  if  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  who  are  anxious  for 
their  happinefs,  ftill  retain  over  them  the 
*•  afcendancy  of  confidence  and  of  reafori, 
**  they  befeech  the  citizens,  and  in  the 
•*  name  of  the  law  command  them,  to 
**  countermand  the  order  given  at  the  Hotel- 
**  de-Ville,  and  reftore  to  the  fight  of  the 
**  people  their  beloved  magifl:rate/*    , 

This  Aflembly,  fo  arrogant  and  fo  intre- 
pid in  their  conduA  to  the  King,  trembled 
before  a  handful  of  brigands.  They  ftrove 
in  vain  to  refume  a  lefs  humiliating  ftate,  by 
frequently  renewing,  fometimcs  ty  accla- 
mation, fometimes  on  a  call  of  names,  the 
oath  of  maintaining  liberty  and  equality 
with  all  their  power,  or  dying  at  their  poft; 
fear  had  annihilated  all  thpir  powers,  -and 
their'  oaths,  which  were  violated  with  the 
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mofl:  fhameful  pufillanimity  whenever  they 
were  to  adl,  were  only  a  ridiculous  rhodo- 
montade.     How  often  had  they  fwom  to 
maintain  the  Conftitution  to  their  laft  breath  ? 
Scarcely  had  a  few  hours  paffed  fince  their 
Prefident  affured  the  King  that  he  might 
depend  upon  the  firmnefs  of  the  National 
AJfembLy^  and  chat  all  the  Members  of -it 
had  fwom  to  die  or  fupport  the  rights  of 
the  people  and  of  the  Conjlituted  Authori^ 
ties*  •/  yet  at  the  very  moment  they  gave  his 
Majefty  this  perfidious  affurance,  they  were 
preparing  to  give  the  laft  blow  to  the  Con- 
ftitution, and  to  complete  their  confpiracy 
againft  the  firft  of  the  Conftituted  Authori- 
ties I  Indeed,  the  Commiffion  of  the  Twelve 
were  then  framing  a  decree  for  the  fufpen* 
fion  of  the  King.     They  no  doubt  wiflied 
to  have  it  confidered  as  a  decree  de  circon^ 
fiance ^^hy  bringing   it   forward  at  a  time 
when  the  moft  furious  adors  in  the  bloody 
fcenes  going  on  at  the  Thuilleries,  came  at 
intervals  to  the  Bar  of  the  Affembly  to  reft 
from  thei)r  murders,  and  to  demand,  or  ra- 

-•  They  did  not,  however,  dare  to  (hew  the  flighteft 
difapprobation  of  the  violent  diffolution  of  the  Confti* 
tutional  Commune  of  Paris. 

ther 
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ther  to  order,  with  the  moft  horrible  impre- 
cations and  blafphemieS,  the  depofition  of 
the  King,  **  Know/'  faid  one  of  them  to 
the  Aflembly,  at  the  fame  time  (hewing  his 
naked  and  bloody  arm,  **  that  the  Thuille- 
**  ries  is  on  fire*,  and  that  we  will  not 
**  flop  it  till  the  vengeance  of  the  people  is 
*•  fatisficd.  I  am  charged  once  more,  in 
•'  the  name  of  the  people,  to  demand  of 
"  you  the  depofition  of  the  Executive 
•^  Power/* 

Vergniaux  then  appeared  in  the  Tribune 
as  Reporter  of  the  Commiflion  of  the 
Twelve,  and  faid,  f*  I  come  to  propofe  to 
**  you  a  very  vigorous  meafurc ;  but  I  ap- 
'*  peal  to  the  grief  you  feel,  to  judge  how 
**  neccffary  it  is  for  the  fafcty  of  the  coun- 
•^  try  that  you  (hould  adopt  it  immediately.'* 
This  was  the  whole  of  his  report  on  the 
moft  important  queftion  the  Aflembly  had 
ever  yet  to  decide.  The  decree  he  propofcd, 
and  which  they  adopted  unanimoufly  with- 
out the  leafl:  difcuflion,  was  drawn  up  in 
the  following  form : 

♦  The  brigands  had  fet  fire  to  the  two  (tables  which 
had  been  built  for  the  ufe  of  the  Jiorfe  guards,  and  to  the 
buildings  which  parted  the  Thuilkiics  from  the  fijuarc 
of  the  Caroufcl, 
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*'  The  National  Affembly,  confidering 
**  that  the  dangers  of  the  country  are  at 
•  *  their  higheft  pitch  ; 

*'  That  it  is  the  moft  facred  duty  of  the 
'•  Legiflative  Body  to  ufe  every  means  to 
♦ '  fave  it ;       . 

*'  That  it  is  impoffible  to  find  efFe<aual 
**  ones,  but  by  flopping  the  fource  of  their 
•'  evils; 

**  Confidering  that  thofe  evils  arife  chiefly 
**  from  the  diftrufts  created  by  the  conduft 
**  of  the  Chief  of  the  Executive  Power, 
•*  in  a  war  undertaken  in  his  name  againft 
'*  the  Conftitution  and  National  independ- 
**  ence; 

**  That  thofe  diftmfts  have  excited  in 
**  feveral  parts  of  the  Empire  a  wifh  for 
**  the  revocation  of  the  authority  delegated 
*'  to  Louis  XVI.  I 

"  Confidering,  neverthelcfs,  that  the  Le- 
*•  giflative  Body  neither  ought  nor  wi(h  to  . 
*'  extend  their  own  authority  by  any  ufur- 
*'  pation; 

**  That  in  the  extraordinary  circumftances 
**  into  which   they  have  been  thrown  by' 
*'  events  unprovided  for  by  any  of  the  laws, 
**  they  cannot  reconcile  their  fidelity  to  the 
**  Conftitution  with  their  firm  rcfolution  of 
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**  burying  themfelves  under  the  ruins  of 
•*  the  temple  of  Uberty,  rather  than  fufFer 
**  it  to  be  deftroyed,  but  by  having  recourfc 
**  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  and 
**  taking,  in  the  nncan  time,  precautions 
•*  to  prevent  that  recourfe  from  being  ren- 
**  dered  illufory  by  treachery,  decree  as 
'*  follows : 

"  Art.  !•  The  French  people  arc  called 
•*  upon  to  form  a  National  Convention : 
•*  the  Extraordinary  Commiflion  (hall  pre- 
**  fent  a  plan  to-morrow  for  pointing  out 
**  the  mode  and  period  of  this  Convention. 

**  Art.  2.  The  Chief  of  the  Executive 
•*  Power  is  provifionally  fufpended  from 
**  his  fundions  until  the  National  Convcn- 
**  tion  (hall  determine  on  the  meafures  they 
**  (hall  think  proper  to  adopt  for  fecuring 
•*  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  and  the 
•*  reign  of  liberty  and  equality. 

**  Art.  3.  The  Extraordinary  Cammi(Iion 
•*  (hall,  in  the  courfc  of  the  day,  prefent  a 
**  plan  for  forming  a  new  Miniftry;  the 
**  Minifters  adually  in  ofEce  (hall  provi- 
•*  (ionally  continue  the  excrcifc  of  their 
••  fundions. 

Art.  4. -The  Extraordinary  Commiflion 

(hall,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  prefent  a 

**  plan 
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**  plan  for  a  decree  on  the  appointment  of 
**  a  Governor  for  the  Prince  Royal. 

*•  Art.  5.  The  payment  of  the  Civil  Lift 
**  fliall  be  fufpcnded  till  the  decifion  of  the 
**  National  Convention.  The  Extraordi- 
•*  nary  Commiilion  (hall  prefent  a  plan  in 
**  twenty-four  hours  for  a  decree  on  the 
•*  allowance  to  be  granted  to  the  King  du- 
•'  ring  his  fufpenfion. 

''  Art.  6.  The  books  of  the  ,CiviI  Lift 
**  fhall  be  depofited  on  the  table  of  the 
•*  National  Affembly,  being  firft  endorfed 
**  by  two  Conupiffioners  from  the  Aflem- 
**  bly^  who  (hall  go  for  that  purpofe  to 
**  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Civil 

:'  Lift. 

''  Art.  7.  The  King  and  his  Family  fliall 
*'  remain  near  the  Legiflative  Body,  until. 
•*  tranquillity  is  re-eftabliflicd  in  Paris. 

*^  Art.  8.  The  Department  fliall  give  or- 
**  ders  for  apartments  to  be  prepared  for 
•*  the  King  and ^his  family,  in  the  courfe  of 
**  the  day,  at  the  Luxembourg,  where  they 
**  fliall  be  placed  under  the  guard  of  the 
•*  citizens  and  of  the  law. 

*•  Art.  9.  Every  public  functionary,  every 
*'  foldier,  fubaltern  officer,  officer  of  any 
**  rank  whatever,  and  general  of  ap  army, 

*'  who 
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••  who  in  thefe  days  of  alarm  (hall  dcfert 
*^  his  pofl^  is  declared  infamous,  and  a 
^'  traitor  to  his  country. 

**  Art.  10.  The  Department  and  the  Mu* 
**  nicipality  of  Paris  (hall  caufe  the  prefent 
**  decree  to  be  immediately  proclaimed  in  a 
•*  folemn  manner. 

**  Art.  II.  It  (hall  be  fent  exprcfs,  by 
**  extraordinary  meffengers,  to  the  83  De- 
"  partments,  who  are  required  to  forward 
^*  it  in  four-^and-twenty  hours  to  the  Muni- 
**  cipalities  in  their  jurifdidtion,  to  be  there 
**  proclaimed  with  like  folemnity.'* 

After  this  formal  a(ft  of  perjury,  the  Af- 
fembly  decreed  an  addrefs  to  the  French 
people,  to  make  amends  for  the  kconifm 
of  the  Reporter  of  the  Commiflion  of  the 
Twelve,  and  for  the  (ilence  of  his  colleagues 
on  the  annihilation  of  the  Conftitution. 
This  aidrefs  is  at  leaft  remarkable  for  being 
an  everlafting  proof  of  the  enormity  of  the 
crime  committed  by  thofc  villains  in  the 
name  of  the  nation.  Here  the  following 
paflTage  will  fuffice : 

**  Long  have  the  Departments  been  con-. 
*•  vulfed  with  tormenting  appreheniicHis ; 
•*  long  have  the  people  been  cxpci^ing  from 

«^  their 
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**  their  Rcprefentatives  meafures  that  might 
•^  fave  them.  This  day  tht  titizens  of 
**  Paris  have  dtdared  to  the  Ligijlative 
*•  Body  that  they  are  the  only  authority 
•'  that  has  preferved  their  confidence  i  and 
*'  the  Members  of  the  Aflcmbly  have  fworn 
**  individually,  in  the  name  of  the  nation, 
**  to  maintain  liberty  and  equality,  or  die  at 
•*  their  poft:  they  will  be  faithful  to  thcic 
••  oath." 

It  is  proved  to  demonftfation  by  the  fadls 
reported  in  all  the  Journals  of  the  time, 
that  there  were  no  apprehenfions  exifting  in 
the  Departments,  but  thofe  that  were  fpread 
by  the  facflious,  who  wiflied  to  overturn  the 
Conftitution  and  the  Monarchy.  To  have 
removed  thofe  apprehenfions,  they  had  only 
to  ceafe  the  manoeuvres  that  kept  them  up. 

Long  have  the  people  been  expeElingJrom 
their  Rcprefentatives  meafures  that  might 
fave  them.  Was  it  to  fatisfy  their  expeda- 
tion  that,  in  fpite  of  the  reprefentations  of 
the  Directory  of  the  Department,  they  re- 
fufed  to  take  any  precaution,  or  give  any 
order  for  preventing  the  afT^mbling  and  arm- 
ing of  the  brigands  in  the  night  between 
the  9th  and  lOth  of  Auguft  ?  Was  it  as  a 
meafure  to  fave  the  people,  that  they  paflcd 

Part  II.  Vol.  III.  O  a  de- 
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a  decree  which  fo  fliamefuUy  violated  the 
Conftitution  ftill  dear  to  the  people?  Was  it 
to  juftify  their  confidence,  that  notwith- 
ilanding  the  general  indignation  created  by 
the  outrages  of  the  20th  of  June,  they  ex- 
cited and  encouraged  outrages  infinitely 
more  ferious  againft  the  King,  and  crowned 
them  by  decreeing  his  fufpenfion  ? 

As  for  the  pretended  confidence  faid  by 
this  addrefs  to  have  been  expreffed  b)rthe 
citizens  of  Paris  on  the  10th  of  Auguft  to 
the  Legiflative  Body,  exclufive  of  the  other 
Conftituted  Authorities,  it  is  a  clumfy  falfe- 
hood;  for  the  proclamation  decreed  only  an 
hour  before  relative  to  Petion,  which  I  have 
reported,  demonftrates  that  the  Affembly 
were  very  far  from  being  certain  that  they 
preferved  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the 
flighteft  degree.  All  the  teftimonies  that 
they  afterwards  received  of  it,  confifted  in 
particular  petitions  from  fome  artillery-men 
and  brigands  of  the  Fauxboutgs,  who  went 
to  defire,  or  rather  to  command,  the  depo- 
fition  of  the  King  in  the  moft  menacing 
tone ;  but  even  if  all  the  citizens  of  Paris 
had  united  to  declare  to  the  Legiflative  Body 
that  they  had  confidence  only  in  them,  fuch 
a  declaration,  confined  to  the  Parifians,  muft 

have 
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have  been  totally  unknown  to  all  the  other 
Departments  whom  the  Legiflative  Body 
reprefented,  and  whofe  wifli*  they  ought 
to  have  confulted  before  they  provifionally 
annihilated  the  Monarchy. 

Notwithftanding  the  decree,  cnading  the 
prcmfional  fufptnfion  of  the  King,    new 
petiticxierSv  ignorant,  perhaps,  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  fufpenfion,  and  not  having 
time  to  have  other  harangues  compofed,  ap- 
peared and  demanded  more  violently  than 
ever  the  depofition  of  the  Chief  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Power.     The  Prefident  not  knowing 
what  reply  to  make,  was  affifted  by  Verg* 
niaud^  who  after  paying  great  compliments 
to  thofe  virtuous  citizens-  on  the  purity  of 
their  fentiments,   and  on  their  refpedt  for 
the  laws,  explained  to  them  in  the  gentleft 
manner,    that  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
people  had  done  all  they  were  permitted  by 
the  powers  delegated  to  them,  when  they 
decreed  that  a  National  Convention  Jhould 
be  appointed  to  determine  the  quejlion  of 
depofition ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the 

*  The  wifh  of  the  citizens  of  Paris  could  only  be 
grounds  for  fome  reform  in  their  Municipal  code,  or 
feme  regulation  peculiar  to  the  Capital. 

O  2  fufpenfion 
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fufpenfion  pronounced  by  the  AJfernbly  ought 
to  befufficient  to  remove  from  the  minds  of 
the  people  the  fear  of  any  treachery  from 
the  Executive  Power ^  inafmuch  cbs  that 
fufpenfion  rendered  it  impojfible  for  him  to 
do  harm,  or  even  to  a£i  in  any  manner 
whatever.  **  From  this  explanation,**  added 
he,  '*  I  hope  that  the  people  will  have  the 
*'  goodnefs  to  hear  and  underfland  the 
**  truth;  and  that  as  the  petitioners  poffefs 
*^  tlie  confidence  of  the  citizens,  they  will 
*  •  go  among  them  and  inform  them  of  what 
**  the  Affembly  have  done^^aiTuring  them 
•*  that  we  will  do  every  thing  to  fave  them, 
**  and  that  we  are  ready  to  die  for  the  people 
*/  and  for  liberty/' 

Thefe  illuftrations  fatisficd  the  petitioners ; 
but  could  the  good  fenfe  of  the  nation  be 
likewife  fatisfied  with  them?  Was  it  not 
well  known  that  there  \fras  not  a  fingle  arti- 
cle- in  the  Conftitution  that  authorized  the 
Legiflative  Body  to  convoke  a  National  Con- 
vention, or  to  fufpend  the  King*?  If  any 
one  of  the  cafes  of  a  prefumed  abdication, 

♦  The  words  National  Convention,  fufpenfion  of 
the  Executive  Power,  were  not  even  to  be  found  in  the 
Conftitution. 

provided 
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provided  for  by  the  Conftitution,  had  been 
drawn  up  and  proved,  the  Aflembly  might 
have  declared  that  the  King  was  judged  to 
have  abdicated;  but  there  would  have  ended 
the  powers  and  the  Miniftry  of  the  Lcgifla- 
tive  Body.     The  rights  of  the  prefumptivc 
iieir  to  the  Crown  would  have  then  com- 
menced :  he  was  a  minor,  there  would  have 
been  a  regency ;  the  Conftitution  had  fore- 
fcen  and  regulated  all  this.     Had  the  Legif- 
lative  Body  adled  according  to  it,  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Monarchy  would  ftill  have  been 
maintained,  and,  bad  as  it  was,  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  preferable  to  the  horrors  of 
the  anarchy  and  defpotifm  which  fucceedcd 
it.     Such,   in  fad,    was   the   plan   of  the 
Gironde  party,    who,    after   having    long 
ruled  among  the   Jacobins,    had  loft  their 
influence   over   them,    and    had   ultimately 
abfented  themfelves   from   their  Clubs,    in 
the  hojJe  of  throwing,   by  that  means,    a 
difcrcdit  on  the  meafures  adopted  there,  the 
extreme  violence  of  which  counteraded  their 
views.   The  effed  of  the  event  of  the  10th  of 
Auguft,  the  plan  of  which  had  been  formed 
and  direded  by  the  Girondifts,  was  meant 
to  be  extended   no  farther  than  to  oblige 
the  Aflembly  to  declare  ^  that  the  King  was 
O  3  judged 
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judged  to  have  abdicated,  and  to  place  the 
Dauphin  on  the  Throne,  with  a  Council  of 
Regency,  which  the  faftion  would  have 
compofed  of  their  owa  creatures ;  but  they 
were  forcibly  carried  much  farther  than  they 
wiflied  to  go  by  the  furious  impetuofity  of 
the  Dantons.  Robefpierres^  &c.  who  mak- 
ing themfelves  matters  of  the  Revolutionary 
motion,  impelled  it  to  the  abolition  of 
Royalty. 

The  forms  which  the  Girondifts  had  pre- 
pared beforehand  for  decrees  to  regulate  the 
Government  that  was  to  be  eftablilhed  after 
pronouncing  the  King*s  abdication,  almofl 
all  ferved,  by  only  changing  fome  words,  for 
the  creation  of  the  Revolutionary  Executive 
Power  during  his  Majefty^s  fufpenfion. 
No  wonder,  then,  that  thofe  decrees,  in  a 
manner  ready  made,  fliould  have  been 
brought  forward  with  fuch  rapidity.  The 
firft,  confifting  of  nine  articles,  declared^ 
that  as  the  Mihifters  in  office  did  not  pof- 
fefs  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  the  Na* 
tional  Affembly  would  provide  fucceffors 
for  them  by  an  eledlion,  in  which  all  the 
Members  fhould  openly  and  individually 
give  their  votes ;  that  none  of  the  new  Mi- 
nifters  ihall  be  chofen  from  the  Affembly ; 

and 
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and  that  the  fame  mode  of  elcdlion  (hould 
be  followed  in  the  appointment  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Council,  and  of  the  Governor 
for  the  Prince  Royal:  the  fecond  enadled, 
that  until  the  formation  of  the  new  Minif- 
try,  the  Committee  of  the  Decrees  (hould 
be  provifionally  charged  with  fending  out 
all  the  laws  and  ads  of  the  Legiflative 
Body :  a  third  ordained,  that  from  the  loth 
of  Auguft  all  the  decrees  (hould  be  printed 
and  publiflied  without  a  preamble,  that  they 
ihould  be  concluded  with  the  ufual  mandate^ 
and  figned  by  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  in  the 
name  of  the  nation ;  that  the  decrees  already 
paffed,  and  not  fandioned,  (hould  have  the 
force  of  laws,  and  that  the  Minifters  (hould 
together  draw  up  and  (ign  addrefles,  procla* 
mations,  and  other  a£ts  of  the  fame  kind. 

While  the  AflTembly  ^ere  votyig  thefe 
decrees  without  the  >leaft  difcuflion^  infor- 
mation was  brought  that  the  ferment  and 
aflfaflination*  ftill continued;  on  which  they 

*  In  the  long  lift  of  the  viAims  of  this  horrid  day» 
was  M.  d4  Clermont  Tonnerre^  one  of  the  Members  of 
the  Firft  Aflembly  moft  diftinguiflied  for  his  talents,  for 
his  errors,  and  for  hk  endeavours  to  atone  for  them. 
M.  Carle  J  Colonel  of  the  Gendarmerie,  alTo  loft  his  life 
for  the  ptfofs  of  attachment  he  had  given  the  King. 

O  4  immc- 
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immediately  ordered  the  following  words  to 
be  printed  and  ftuck  up  in  large  letters  on 
the  walls  and  public  places : 

The  King  is  fuffiended ;  he  and  his  fa-^ 
mily  remain  as  hojtages. 

The  prtfent  Minijlry  have  not  the  confix 
dence  of  the  nation,  and  the  Ajjhnhly  ara 
going  to  fuperjede  them. 

The  Civil  Lijl  ceafes^ 

Having  thus  publifhed  the  certificate  of 
their  crimes,  and  of  their  title  to  the  gratis 
tude  of   the  rebels,  the  Aflembly   (hewed 
themfelves  more  and  more  worthy  of  their 
confidence,  by  pafling,  as  foon  as  propofed, 
fuch  decrees  as  muft  be  moft  agreeable  to 
them.     They  voted,   as  a  meafure  of  k,{^ty^ 
the  permanence  of  their  Sitting  till  the  meet- 
ing of  the  National   Convention,   and   an 
cftablifliment  of  a  camp  under  the  walls  of 
Paris,    to  be  formed  of  all  citizens   who 
chofe  to  cnlift.       They  granted  the  canno- 
niers  the  permiflion  which  they  had  afked, 
of  planting  artillery  on  the  heights  of  Mont- 
martre ;  they  authorized  tl^c  Adn[iiniftrativ9 
and  Municipal  Bodies  to  make  domiciliary 
vifits,  to  take  away  whatever  powder  and 

arms. 
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arms  might  be  found  concealed  in  the  houfcs 
oi  fufpicious  perfons ;  thty  xtcaXX^di  Roland^ 
Claviere,  and  Servan  to  the  Miniftry  by 
acclamation ;  appointed  the  infamous  Dan* 
ton,  one  of  the  morf  violent  infligators  of 
the  rebellion,  to  the  Judiciary  Department; 
Monge^  a  furious  Jacobin,  to  the  Marine 
Department ;  and  Le  Brun^  a  iimilar  de- 
magogue, to  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Affairs;  laftly,  they  entirely  aboliflied  the 
diftincftion  of  citizens  a6tive  and  not  adlive ; 
and  to  the  intent  of  eftablifliing  the  gnuid 
principle  of  equality  in  as  formal  a  manner 
4s  poflible,  they  decreed  that  in  future,  and 
for  the  approaching  Convention,  every  citi- 
zen of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
maintaining  himfelf  by  his  own  labour, 
fhould  be  admitted  to  vote  without  any  dif- 
tindlion  in  the  Primary  Aflembles  *• 

The  King,  ftill  (hut  up  in  the  box  of  the 
Logographe^  was  witnefs  to  thefe  criminal 

*  There  could  not  b.c  a  furer  way  of  compofing  the 
'Aflembly  that  lyas  to  determine  the  fate  of  the  King  of 
the  greateft  villains  in  the  kingdom.  Truth,  however, 
calls  upon  me  to  (late  that  there  were  but  2^4  Deputies 
out  of  745,  who  attended  the  Sitting  of  the  toth  o( 
Auguft;  that  is,  fewer  than  two-fifths  pf  the  Members 
of  the  Affembly. 

proceed* 
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proceedings;  he  heard,  with  unaltered  fc- 
renity,  the  mofl  threatening  petitions  de- 
manding his  depofition,  the  regicide  voci- 
ferations of  the  galleries,  and  the  Report  of 
the  Connmiflion  of  the  Twelve,  which  de- 
throned him.  The  unhappy  monarch,  long 
rcfigned  to  every  fpecies  of  outrage,  and 
perhaps  too  timid  to  have  repelled  them, 
even  if  he  had  had  the  means,  thought  only 
of  bearing  them  with  all  the  dignity  his 
fituation  admitted,  and  of  fuftaining  the 
courage  of  his  family  by  his  example.  The 
Queen,  who  was  extremely  anxious  for  the 
women  whom  (he  had  left  in  the  Palace, 
inquired  for  them,  with  the  mod  afFefting 
emotion,  of  every  perfon  who  came  from 
the  Thuilleries.  She  had  at  laifl  the  confo- 
lation  of  hearing  that  they  were  faved,  and 
fhe  refumed  that  calm  and  majeftic  mien  by 
which  (he  always  appeared  fuperior  to  infult 
and  danger.  The  demeanour  of  Madame 
Roy  ale  was  the  counterpart  of  the  Queen's, 
qualified  with  the  foftnefs,  timidity,  and 
grace  peculiar  to  her  age.  Mildnefs  and 
indignation  were  alternately  marked  on  the 
features  of  Madame  Elizabeth,  and  more 
than  once,  to  prevent  the  latter  from  break- 
ing out,  fhe  was  obliged  to  look  at  her  bro- 
ther, 
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thcr.  The  Dauphin,  overcome  with  heat, 
and  flceping  on  his  mother's  bofom,  com- 
pleted this  afFe<£ting  pidlure ;  and  ^he  €X)n- 
traft  of  innocence  repofing  amidft  the  bd- 
lowings  of  guilt  and  ferocity  gave  it  an  in- 
exprcffible  intereft*. 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  the  approach  of 
nighty  the  glimmering  of  the  flames  ex- 
piring in  the  fquare  of  the  Ca/roufel,  tht 
naked  bodies  of  the  murdered  Swifs,  the 
appearance  of  ruin  and  deftrudion  through- 
out the .  Palace,  the  confufed  (houts  of  the 
multitude,  and  particularly  that  of  Vive  la 
nation  !  which  had  fignalized  the  maflfacres 
of  the  day,  all  concurred  to  prolong  dread 
and  horror. 

The  Luxembourg  having  been  appointed 
for  the  refidence  of  the*  Royal  Family,  they 
cxpedled  every  moment  to  be  removed 
thither ;  but  a  deputation  of  the  Sedioh  of 
Les  Quatre  Nations  having  announced  that 
the  fubterraneous  pafTages  of   that  Palace 

*  The  EIcAion  of  a  Governor  (hould  hare  fbUdwei 
that  of  the  Miniftcrs,  but  it  was  put  off  till  the  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Convention  on  the  grounds  of  its 
tang  necijfary  previoufly  to  taking  into  conjideration  the  edu^ 
catton  of  a  Prince  jRoyalp  to  know  whether  the  nation  fiiH, 
choje  Royalty. 

greatly 
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greatly  alarmed  the  citizens,  the  x\ffembly 
commiffioned   the   Committee   of  that  Sec- 
tion to  afcertain  the  fadls,  and  to  take  the 
meafures  neceflary  to  remove  all  alarms  rela- 
tive to  the  King's  fafety.     Their  Majefties 
^  were  confequently  detained  in  the  box  of  the 
Logographe,  which  they  did  not  leave  till 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  pafling 
£xteen  horrible  hours  in  it  without  having 
been  able  to  procure  any  other  refrefhment 
than  fomc   fruit  and  a  beverage  made  of 
currants.     From  this  place  they  were  car- 
ried to  the  lodging  of  the  Archite<a  of  the 
Feuillans,  under  an  efcort  of  x  detachment 
of  the  National  Guard  and  Commiflioncrs 
from  the  Affembly  appointed  for  that  pur- 
poie.     This  lodging  confifted  of  four  fmall 
rooms.     Five  gentlemen*,  who  were  deter- 
mined not  to  quit  the  King,  paffcd  the  night 
in  the  firft,  which  ferved  as  an  anti -chamber. 
The  King  lay  down  without  taking  off  his 
clothes  in  the  fccond ;  the  Queen,  with  her 
children,    took   the  third ;    and    Madame 
Elizdheth^   the  Princefs  de  Lamballe,  and 

•  The  Duke  de  Choijeully  M.  de  R&han  Ckahot,  for- 
merly aid-de-camp  toM.  de  fa  Fayette ^  and  M.  M.  Obyer 
and  Goguelat. 

MademoifcUe 
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MadcmoifcUc  de  Tourzcl  went  to  thefourtli, 
in  which  they  found  only  three  mattrefles 
thrown  upon  the  floor?  Thus  terminated 
this  day  of  blood,  every  minute  of  which 
was  marked  with  thoufands  of  crimes*. 


•  Sec  Private  Memoirs,  ohap.  XXXIIL 
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CHAPTER    XXIX. 


The  Nevi  Commune,  ruled  by  Robefpierre^ 
ajjume  abfolute  Sway  over  the  AJfembly — 
Majfacres  continued — The  "Royal  Family 
carried  back  to  the  Box  of,  the  Logo^ 
graphe — Means  employed  by  an  unknown 
Per/on  tofave  the  remaining  Swifs  from 
being  majfacred  by  the  Populace — Petion 
brought  by  the  Commune  to  the  AJfembly 
^^Dreadful  Situation  of  the  King — tiis 
Guard  changed — His  Remark  on  being 
deprived  of  the  Friends  Jlill  adhering  to 
his  Perfon — M.  de  Rohan-Chabotfent  to 
the  Abbaye — The  QueerCs  Reply  to  the 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen  who  at  taking  leave  offered  all 
their  Money-^Their  Majejlies fenpto  the 
Tower  of  the  Temple — Manifejlo  of  the 
Affembly  on  the  Sufpenjion  of  the  King, 
and  Convocation  of  a  National  Con- 
vention. 


1  HE  Monarchy  was  now  at  an  end,  and 
the  reign  oi  Robefpierre  already  commenced. 
He  was  a  Member  of  the  Revolutionary 
Commune;  and  ruling  them  by  his  energy, 
as  well  as  by  the  preponderance  given  to  him 
by  his  having  been  one  of  the  Conftituent 
Affembly,  he  had  directed  the  temerity  of 
thofe  brigands  with  fuch  complete  fuccefs, 
that,  before  the  day  was  over,  they  had  an- 
nihilated or  diforganized  all  the  Conftituted 
Authorities,  and  ufurped  all  the  powers. 
They  had  reduced  the  AiTembly  to  excrcifing 
only  a  portion  of  the  Legiflative  Power, 
which  it  was  to  their  advantage  to  leave 
them,  in  order  to  inveft  the  2iGts  of  their 
fovereignty  with  the  Conftitutional  form  to 
which  the  people  had  been  accu domed,  and 
to  whom  it  would  have  been  imprudent  (o 
foon  to  fhow  that  that  Conftitution,  which 
the  day  before  was  ftill  the  objed  of  their 

enthufiafm. 
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cnthufiafm,  and  one  of  the  principal  rally- 
ins  ihouts  of  the  infurrcdlion  was  but  an 
unmeaning  word:  tlius,  Commiflioners 
from  the  Commune,  with  Robejpierre 
frequently  at  their  head,  were  conftantly 
going  to  tranfmit  their  will  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  who,  forming  their  petitions  into 
motions,  immediately  decreed  them  without 
daring  to  difcufs  them ;  and  when,  after 
obtaining  thofe  decrees,  the  Commune, 
changed  their  minds  and  came  to  propofe 
others  diredly  contrary;  the  Aflcmbly  was 
nolefs  ready  to  adopt  them*. 

Thiadaftardly  fubmiffion,  this  fcandalous 
Tcrvility  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  na- 

♦  It  had  bcco  decreed  that  the  Royal  Family  fliould 
be  removed  to  the  Luxembourg :  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Commune  went  and  reprefented  that  their  Majefties 
would  be  mure  fecurc  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Chancelleries  and 
the  Aflembly  had  paflfed  a  decree  conformably  to  thofe 
reprefentaioQS.  Some  hours  after  this,  Robefpierre,  who 
was  not  at  the  Commune  when  they  entered  into  that 
rcfolution,  and  who  already  confidcred  the  Royal  Family 
as  his  prey,  determined  that  they  (hould  be  confined  in  a 
prifon,  and  in  confequence  di£tated  another  Refolution, 
that  new  Commiilioners  fbould  go  and  demand  of  the 
Aflcmbly  that,  as  the  walls  of  the  garden  oi  La  Ckan- 
cellerie  were  very  infecure,  the  King  and  his  family 
ihould  be  fent  to  the  tower  of  the^  Temple,  which  the 
Aflembly  did  not  hefitate  to  decree. 
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tion  to  villains  who  had  violently  invcfted 
themfelves  with  the  Municipal  Power,  did 
not  prevent  the  Commune  in  urgent  cafes 
from  arbitrarily  exercifing,  without  the  in- 
tervention of  the  Affembly,  the  powers  that 
had  evidently  developed  on  the  Legiflative 
Body*, 

On  the  11th  of  Auguft  the  Capital  was  * 
ftill  in  the  moft  violent  ferment.^  The  po- 
pulace were  calling  aloud  for  the  death  of 
the  fixty  Swifs  foldiers  fhut  up  the  day 
before  in  the  building  of  the  Feuillans,  and 
in  the  meantime  till  they  could  get  them, 
they  employed  themfelves  in  demolifhing 
the  ftatues  of  the  Kings  in  the  public  places. 
The  Marfeillois  and  Federates  continued 
aflafEnating  in  the  ftrcets  all  perfons  pointed 
out  to^them  as  Royalifts,  and  even  fired 
upon  the  men  working  the  engines  to  extin- 

*  They  fufpended  the  Committees  of  the  Seftions, 
the  Dircdory  and  Council  of  the  Department,  im- 
prifoned  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  who  compofed  the 
Police  Courts,  fufpended  all  the  other  Juftices  of  the 
Capital,  and  transferred  their  functions  to  the  General 
Aflemblies  of  the  Sedions.  The  Affembly  authorized 
them  alfo  to  name  each,  one  of  their  Members  to  dif- 
charge  provifionally  the  funSions  of  Adminiftrators  of 
the  Department. 

Part  II.  Vol.  Ill         P  guilh 
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guilh  the  fire  that  was  burning  the  buildings 
of  the  Palace.  The  Thuilleries,  deferted 
and  open  to  all  who  chofe  to  go,  was  ftill 
ftained  with  blood  and  ftrewcd  with  dead 
bodies.  The  (hops  were  (hut ;  a  profound 
filence  reigned  through  all  the  ftrects  except 
thofe  where  the  brigands  were;  and  perfons 
whofe  bufinefs  called  them  from  home  were 
obliged  to  difguife  themfclves  in  the  Ihab- 
bieft  clothes  before  they  ventured  abroad. 
The  town  would  foon  have  been  empty  if 
the  inhabitants  had  been  permitted  to  leave 
it ;  but  the  Commune  had  ordered  all  the 
barriers  to  be  (hut. 

The  King  and  his  family  were  brought 
back  to  the  box  of  the  Logographe  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  as  they  entered, 
heard  the  cannibals  crying  out  for  the  heads 
of  the  Swifs.  The  Affembly,  too  bafe,  too 
much  terrified  to  dare  to  adopt  meafures  of 
vigour,  confined  themfelves  to  ordering  that 
Santerre  (hould  be  called  to  the  Bar,  So 
great  was  the  panic,  that  the  Hall-kecpers 
went  and  gave  the  King  notice  to  go  into 
the  narrow  paffage  of  the  box  as  foon  as  the 
people  had  forced  by  the  centinels.  His 
Majefty*s  firft  words  on  receiving  this  ad- 
vice 
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viqc  were,  to  defire  that  the  faithful  fcrvanta 
about  him  would  go  away  and  avoid  the  dan- 
ger. '  The  ex-capuchin  Chabot,  and  one  of  his 
colleagues,  as  great  a  patriot  as  himfelf^ 
were  fent  to  harangue  the  people^  and  en- 
deavour,  by  the  means  of  perfuafion,  to 
lead  them  back  to  the  fentiments  of  hu- 
manity and  generofity  that  were  fo  natural 
to  them  I  their  harangues,  however,  were 
anfwered  with  hootings  and  fhouts  of  Down 
Speaker!  and  the  Swifs  owed  their  pre- 
fervation  entirely  to  the  zeal,  addrefs,  and 
courage  of  a  man  of  the  loweft  clafs,  whom 
Providence  fent  to  their  relief.  Thislnau 
having  gained  admiilion  to  the  Bar  of  the 
Affembly,  faid  that  the  citizens  who  were 
calling  for  the  heads  of  the  Swifs  thought 
them  guilty*  but  that  he  had  been  witnefs 
of  their  conduct,  and  could  atteft  their  in- 
nocence. *♦  Yefterday,"  added* he,  **  before 
**  the  firing  began,  perceiving  the  treacher- 
**  ous  deiigns  of  the  Court,  they  feparated 
•*  from  the  body  of  the  troops,  and  formed 
**  themfelves  into  a  platoon  oppofite  the 
*•  terrace  of  the  Feuillans,  where  they 
**  might  have  (hot  3,000  men,  women, 
**  and  children,  but  they  fired  in  the  air, 
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*'  and  cried  Vive  la  nation*!  All  the 
•*  Members  of  the  Affembly  have  it  in 
*^*  their  power  to  confirm  what  I  fajr,  for 
**  they  muft  have  heard  the  difcharge.  To 
'*»favethefe  worthy  men,  I  befeech  you, 
**  Mr.  Prefident,  to  invite  the  galleries, 
' '  who  have  now  heard  thefe  fa<5ls,  and  the 
*'  atteftation  given  to  them  by  the  Members 
*•  of  the  Affembly,  to  go  with  me  and  fpeak 
'*  to  the  people,  who  will  rely  on  thefe  wor- 
**  thy  Sans-culottes,  to  whom  I  coniider  it  an 
'*  honour  to  belong:  we  Ihall  make  them 
'*  liften  to  the  language'  of  reafon,  which  is 
^^  far  more  powerful  than  that  of  bayonets  : 
**  yes,  my  friends,,  follow  me,  we  are 
**  going  to  do  a  good  adlion." 

This  addrefs  produced  great  emotion  in 
the  Affembly,  and  the  Speaker  was  follow- 
ed out  by  the  perfonsl  in  the  galleries.  In  a 
very  (hort  time  they  returned   to  the  Bar, 

*  The  hQ,  is,  that  thofe  fixty  Swifs,  whom  M, 
D'HervUly  had  led  from  the  Palace,  had  aflifted  in  de- 
fending  it  as  well  as  their  comrades,  and  that  when  t^ey 
got  to  the  Terrace  of  the  Feuillans  they  difcharged  their 
muflcets  in  the  air  before  they  entered  the  precinfts  of 
the  Hall,  that  they  might  not  be  ufcdagainft  themfelvcs 
if  obliged  to  give  them  up. 
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leading  in  and  embracing  the  Swifs,  whom 
tliey  had  juftified  and  delivered.  This  fcene 
would  have  been  ftill  more  afFefting  had  it 
not  been  fullied  by  the  falflioods  of  Chabot 
and  his  colleague,  who,  to  exculpate  the 
people,  fhamefully  afferted  that  they  had 
feen  in  the  crowd  Ariftocrats  in  difguife 
bufy  in  mifleading  the  Sans-culottcs.  In- 
ftead  of  taking  advantage  of  fo  favourable 
a  circumftance  to  abate  the  agitation  of  the 
people,  thofe  fcoundrels  ftrove  only  to  keep 
it  up  :  they  Aill  flood  in  need  of  the  fury 
of  the  populace,  and,  it  was  on  their  motion 
that  the  AiTembly,  who  (hould  have  fet  at 
liberty  thofe  Swifs  whom  the  people  had 
abfolved,  decreed  that  they  fhould  be  carried 
to  (he  prifoh  of  the  Abbaye  to  be  tried  by 
a  Court-Martial,  the  appointment  of  which 
they  affigned  to  Santerre^.  The  provifional 
Commandant  of  the  National  Guard  having 
been  fent  for,  appeared  at  this  moment  at 
the  Bar,  and  faid  that  the  Capital  was  ftill 
in  a  great  ferment,  and  that  it  was  proper 
that  the  King  and  his  family  (hould  remain 
within  the  precind  of  the  AiTembly. 

*  A  Member  of  the  Commui^c  appeared  and  demanded 
that  the  Swifs  fhould  be  confined  in  the  Palais-Bourbon^ 
which  was  moved  and  decreed. 
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The  fate  of  their  Majcfties  gave  much 
kfs  concern  to  the  Legiflativc  Body  than 
that  of  the  virtuous  Petion^  ftill  imprifoned 
and  kept  in  fight  ?it  the  Mayor^s  Hotel ;  but 
as  it  was  by  the  omnipotence  of  the  new 
Commune  that  he  was  confined  there,  the 
Affembly  were  lamenting  it  without  daring 
to  proceed  to  any  a€l  refpeiling  him,  when 
the  authors  of  his  confinement  appeared 
and  announced  that  he  Ihould  be  rcftored  to 
his  full  liberty  in  a  few  minutes;  that  the 
Commune  had  put  him  under  a  guard  at 
home  only  becaufe  they  well  knew  a  plot 
had  been  laid  by  aflaffins  who  wanted  to 
take  his  life,  and  who  had  afiembled  at 
Meudon,  whither  they  had  fent  a  force. 
This  abfured  ftory  deceived  no  one;  it  was 
generally  known  that  there  exifted  no  other 
plot  againft  Petion  than  that  of  the  Com* 
mune  themfelves ;  but  who  would  have 
dared  at  this  time  to  contradidl  them  ?  They 
were  too  powerful  to  fear  it. 

Petion  at  length  appeared  at  the  Bar,  ac- 
companied by  feveral  Municipal  ofiicers, 
who,  as  they  prefented  him,  cavalierly  ad- 
drcfled  the  Affembly  in  this  (hort  fentencc : 
*'  Legiflators  !  the  friends  of  the  people 
^^  are  come  to  reftore  to  the  friends  of  the. 

*^  people 
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*'  peopk  the  friend  of  the  people/*  After 
this  the  Mayor  exprelTed  the  great  fatisfac- 
tion  he  had  experienced  in  paffing  through 
the  Capital.  ''  The  people/'  faid  he,  "  are 
'•  every  where  blefling  you,  they  are  every 

*  •  where  blefling  your  decrees ;  it  is  in  the 

*  *  name  of  the  Aflembly  that  we  have  every 
^*  where  maintained   order.     The   people, 

ever  good,  ever  juft,  have  declared  that 
they  have  confidence  in  their  magiftrates, 
*•  and  that  they  will  not  fuffer  them  to  be 
**  calumniated.     I  anfwer  for  no  violence 
**  being  offered  to  the  Swifs ;  for  the  people 
**  have  promifed  us,  and  the  people  will 
**  keep  their  promife  :  they  are  now  fenfible 
*•  of  the  neceflity  of  relying  on  the  laws, 
**  and  of  appealing  to  them  for  vengeance.'* 
But  while  Petion  was  thus  wheedling  the 
people  and  the  Aflembly,  that  people,  ever 
good  and  ever  jujl,   inflead  of  relying  on 
the  laws,  were  with  fury  fearching  for  all 
the  Conftitutional    or    Royalifl    editors  of 
papers,  arrefling,  ill  treating,  and  dragging 
to  prifon  thofe  who  had  not  had   the  pru- 
dence or  time  to  conceal  themfelves*,  de- 

*  Among  the  number  was  the  unfortunate  Durofot\ 
the  editor  of  the  paper,  entitled,  The  Friend  of  the  King, 
a  writer  efteemed  for  his  talents,  principles,  and  courage^ 
but  whofe  zeal  was  frequently  indifcrect. 
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ftroying  their  houfes,  and  carrying  away  or 
breaking  their  furniture  and  prefles. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  report  the  ha- 
rangues  of  the  vaft  number  of  deputations 
who,    to    crown   the    outrages    committed 
againft  the  Royal  Family,  appeared  at  this 
Sitting  to  celebrate  the  glory  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  and  to  compliment  the  Affembly 
on  their   crimes.      Nor  will  I  difguft  the 
Reader  with   an  account  of  the   atrocious 
motions  and  remarks  which  their  Majefties 
were  compelled  to  hear ;  it  fcemed  as  if  the 
prefcnce  of  that  auguft  and  interefting  family 
ferved  but  to  augment  the  ftandalous  fury 
of  thofe  villains,  whofe  words,  whofe  very 
looks,  as  they  were  turned  towards  the  box 
of  the  Logographe,  already  voted  the  regi- 
cide.     What  pang  could  have  been  more 
acute  to  the  feeling  heart   of  Louis  XVL 
than  that  of  no  longer  being  able  to  afcribe 
the  outrages  heaped  upon  him  to  a  tranfient 
error,  and  of  feeing  that  the   fad:ious  had 
fucceeded  in  rendering  him  hateful  to  that 
people  whom  he  had  fo  much  loved,  whom 
he  ftill  loved,  and  for  whom  he  had  facri- 
ficed  every  thing  ?    The  King,  who  the  day 
before  was  more  agitated  with  the  dread  of 
the  danger  that  threatened  his  family  and 

the 
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the  perfons  attached  to  liim,  appeared  on 
this  day  more  deeply  affli<fted.  On  going 
back  to  the  Feuillans,  the  comfort  of  being 
.  again  alone  with  his  family,  and  the  fmall 
number  of  faithful  fervants,  who  had  not 
left  him  for  eight-and-forty  hours,  banifh^d 
from  his  mind  for  a  moment  the  painful 
thoughts  that  weighed  it  down,^  Unfortu- 
nately, the  King*s  apartment  was  next  to 
the  room  where  the  Committee  of  Infpeftion 
held  their  meetings.  Some  of  the  Members 
having  hpard  their  Majefties  converfing  fa- 
miliarly with  the  perfons  about  them,  im- 
mediately concluded  that  they  were  laying 
fome  plot  to  carry  off  the  Royal  Family, 
and  denounced  it  the  very  next  day  to  the 
Affembly.  The  Commiflipners  of  the 
Commune,  who  happened  to  be  prefent, 
fupported  this  denunciation  by  attefting 
againft  all  truth,  that  thete  were  ftill  many 
falfe  patrols.  **  How  do  you  think,'*  faid 
fome,  **  that  the  Affembly  can  anfwer  for  the 
**  King's  exiftence,  if  we  permit  people 
*'  whom  we  do  ftot  know  to  go  to  him  ?" 
This  remark  was  followed  by  feveral  motions, 
each  new  one  exceeding  the  foregoing  in 
barbarity;  and  the  Affembly  decreed  that  the 
Commandant  of  the  National  guard  (hould  be 

refponfible 
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refponiiblc  for  the  King's  fafcty,  and  fhould 
take  whatever  fteps  he  thought  proper  to 
provide  for  it ;  that  the  King's  guard  fliould 
be  changed,  and  that  while  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily reriiained  in  the  precindt  of  the  Lcgif- 
lative  Body,  they  fliould  be  guarded  by  fifr 
teen  men  of  the  Gendarmerie  and  fifteen  of 
the  National  Guards. 

This  decree  was  immediately  put  into  exe- 
cution, and  the  moft  furious  patriots  that  could 
be  picked  out  of  the  troops  were  made  their 
Majefties'  new  guard.  The  King,  perceiving 
the  change  by  the  difficulties  that  occurred  in 
his  fervice,  and  by  the  coarfe  and  infolent 
language  ufed  by  the  wretches  at  his  door, 
fent  for  the  hall-keepers,  and  afked  them 
the  reafon  of  thefe  new  affronts.  They  told 
him  that  the  people  were  determined  to  re- 
move from  the  Royal  Fanjily  the  fufpicious 
perfons  who  waited  upon  them,  and  that  it 
was  neceffary  that  they  fhould  retire,  to  pre- 
vent frefh  exceffes  and  greater  evils.  **  I 
•*  am  in  prifon  then.  Gentlemen,*'  replied 
the  King  coolly.  •*  Charles  I.  wa?  hap- 
**  pier  than  I ;  he  retained  his  friends  till 
**  he  afcended  the  fcaffold." 

M.  de  Rohan-Chabot,  one  of  the  five 
gentlemen  who  had  attended  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily 
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mily  to  the  Affcmbly,  having  gone  out  on  a 
commiffion  for  their  Majefties,  was  arrefled 
as  a  fufpicious  perfon  and  carried  before  the 
Affcmbly,  who,  after  examining  him,  fent 
him  to  the  Committee  of  the  Sedion,  and 
direfted  feals  to  be  put  on  his  papers.  The 
Committee  ordered  him  to  the  prifon  of  the 
Abbaye*.  The  King,  fearing  left  the  four 
gentlemen  who  remained  with  him  fhould 
meet  with  the  fame  fate,  infifted  upon  their 
leaving  him.  As  he  gave  the  order  his  eyes 
filled  with  tear^ ;  he  embraced  them  as  he 
received  their  laft  farewcl,  and  made  them 
embrace  his  children.  As  they  were  going, 
they  prefanted  all  the  money  and  aflignats 
they  had  about  them  to  the  King,  but  his. 
Majefty  would  accept  none  from  them. 
•*  Keep  your  money,  gentlemen,*'  faid  the 
Queen,  **  you  have  more  occafioh  for  it 
**  than  we;  you,  I  hope,  haVe  long  to 
'*  live."  One  of  them,  M.  Obyer,  threw 
a  rouleau  of  fifty  louis-dors  on  the  table  and 
ran  off,  that  he  might  iK>t  be  compelled  to 
takejt  back.  This  fcene  of  anguifh  left  the 
Royal  Family  in  a  ffate  of  deprejQion  and 

*  He  was  one  of  the  firft  vidims  in  the  maflacrc  of 
the  2d  and  3d  of  Scpicraber, 
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conftemation  more  cafily  conceived  than  de* 
fcribed.  Their  Majefties,  neverthelefs,  re- 
turned to  their  place  in  the  box  of  the  Lo- 
gographe,  where  they  again  heard  peti- 
tioners accufe  Louis  XVI.  of  betraying  the 
people,  blame  the  Aflembly  for  decreeing 
only  his  fufpenfion,  and  demand  his  depo- 
iition  as  indifpenfable  for  the  re-eftablifti- 
ment  of  the  NationaT  tranquillity. 

It  was  not  till  Monday,  the  13th  of  Au- 
guft,  that  by  virtue  of  a  decree  on  a  motion 
made  by  Manutl^  the  Royal  Family  were 
conveyed  to  the  tower  of  the  Temple  in  twa 
carriages.  The  Mayor  and  Procurcur  of 
the  Commune  went  in  the  King's*  They 
had  promifed  the  Affembly  to  (how  their 
Majefties  the  confideration  and  refpedt  due 
to  misfortune ;  but  they  took  no  ftcp  to 
prevent  or  to  check  the  grofs  infults  thd 
King  and  Queen  experienced  from  the 
populace  as  they  went  on,  and  they  were 
near  two  hours  on  their  way. 

Thus  was  the  auguft  defcendant  of  fo 
many  Kings,  the  worthy  fucceflbr  o{  St.  ^ 
Louis,  Louis  XII.  and  Henry  IV.  after  a 
I'cign,  almoft  every  day  of  which  had  been 
marked  >  with  frefti  benefits  to  his  people, 
driven  from  liis  Palace  by  that  very  people 
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in  a  paroxyfm  of  fury,  loaded  with  abufe 
for  three  whole  day^,  even  within  the  walls 
of  the  Affembly  of  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  nation,  and  dragged  Ihamcfully  to 
prifon,  with  all  his  family,  like  the  vileft 
of  criminals*. 

*  Tbe  Princcfs  dt  Lambalhy  Madame  de  Tourzely  and 
her  daughter  had  requeued  and  had  been  permitted  as  a 
favour  to  be  confined  in  the  Temple  with  the  Queen  ; 
but  in  the  night  of  the  i8th«of  Auguft  they  were  taken 
away  and  fent  to  the  prifon  of  La  Forces  as  were  alfo 
her  Majefty's  waiting-maids,  who  had  attended  her  to 
the  Temple.  *  The  Queen  and  Princeffes  had  now  no 
other  attendance  than  that  of  thp  King's  valct-de- 
chambre,  and  one  Tlffhriy  a  kind  of  under-jailer,  whora» 
with  his  wife,  the  Commune  had  placed  in  the  Temple, 
lefs  to  ferve  the  Royal  Family  than  to  be  fpics  «pon 
them,  and  to  watch  the  condu£l  of  all  who  went  near 
them.  Their  Majefties  were  not  only  deprived  of  the 
comfort  of  having  about  them  the  faithful  fervants  to 
whofe  attentions  they  had  been  accuftomed,  the  hardfhip 
of  their  fituation  was  rendered  ftill  greater  by  the  abfolutc 
want  of  furniture  and  articles  they  flood  moft  in  need 
of.  By  the  pillage  of  the  Palace,  they  )vere  robbed , 
of  all  their  linen  and  clothes,  except  what  they  had  on 
when  they  left  it ;  and  the  fmall  quantity  of  linen  they 
had  was  lent  to  them  by  fome  of  their  friends  while  they 
were  at  the  Feuillans,  and  principally  by  the  Countefs  of 
Sutherhndy  the  lady  of  the  Englifti  Ambaflador.  Sec 
CUrys  Journal,  page  65  pf  the  French  edition,  and  page 
71  of  the  Englifli  edition. 

'  Meanwhilt 
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Meanwhile  the  Aflembly  were  attending 
to  the  reading  of  a  manifeflo^  defigncd  to 
juftify  the  Revolution  and  the  crimes  of  the 
10th  of  Auguft  in  the  eyes  of  France  and 
of  all  Europe,  and  the  Commiffioners  X)f 
the  Commune,  in  company  with  thofe  of 
the  Aflembly,  went  to  the  houfe  of  M.  de 
la  Porte,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Civil  Lift, 
whom  they  had  fent  to  prifpnyj^r  hisfafcty^ 
and  fearched  amohg  his  papers  fqr  proofs  of 
the  pretended  crime  of  which  the  King  was 
accufcd  in  this  manifefto.  This  paper,  com- 
pofed  by  Condoncet,  with  all  the  art  of 
which  that  vile  and  wicked  man  was  capa- 
ble, is  but  a  tiflue  of  falfe  and  fcandalous 
aflertions,  contradifted  not  only  by  the 
cleareft  fafts,  but  by  confefllons  afterwards 
made  by  the  heads  of  the  confpiracy  of  the 
lOtH  of  Auguft,  Barbaroux,  Brijfot,  Cam- 
bon^  &c.  wha  boafted  in  the  tribune  of 
having  formed  the  plan,  hajiened  the  exe^ 
cution  of  it,  and  of  being  the  firjl  to  per- 
ceive that  it  was  the  only  means  of  confum- 
mating  the  annihilation  of  the  Monarchy 
and  of  raiftng  the  Republic ;  fo  that  this 
manifefto,  far  from  juftify ing  the  Revolu* 
tion  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  far  from  fully- 
ing  in  any  manner  the  memory  of  Louis 
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XV L  can  only  be  confidcrcd  as  the  ftrongcft 
impeachment  of  the  Affembljr ;  and  it  is  as 
fuch  I  record  it  here,  fiilly  convinced  that 
the  impofture  of  the  charges  which  it  con- 
tains againft  the  King  is  too  evident  not  to 
appear  completely  refuted  by  the  fafts  that 
have  been  related  in  the  p^reccding  chapters. 

••  Expofitton  of  the  Motives  on  which  the 
••  French  National  AJjembly  have  pro- 
"  claimed  the  Convocation  of  a  National 
"  Convention^  and  pronounced  the  Suf 
"  penjion  of  the^  Executive  Power  in  the 
••  handi  of  the  King. 

••  The  National  Aflemblyowe  to  the  na- 
••  tion,  to  Europe,  and  to  pofterity,  a  rigo- 
•'  rous  account  of  the  motives  which  have 
**  determined  their  late  refolutions. 

••  Placed  between  the  duty  of  remaining 
•*  faithful  to  their  oaths,  and  that  of  faving 
•*  their  country,  they  wiftied  to  fulfil  both 
•*  at  the  fame  time,  and  to  do  all  that  th^ 
•*  public  fafety  required,  without  ufurping 
**  the  powers  with  which  the  people  had 
*•  not  entrufted  them. 

'*  At  the  opening  of  their  Seflion,  an 
*'  afTemblage  of  Emigrants,  formed  on  the 
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••  frontiers,  kept  up  a  correfpondcnce  with 
**  all  the  enemies  of  hberty  that  were  ftill 
''to  be  found  in  the  Departments,  or 
••  among  the  troops  of  the  line;  and  fana- 
**  tical  priefts,  infufing  trouble  into  fuper- 
**  ftitious  minds,  fought  to  perfuade  thofe 
'^  deluded  citizens  that  the  Conftitution 
''  wounded  the  rights  of  confcience,  and 
•*  that  the  law  had  confided  the  funi^ions  of 
*'  religion  to  fchifmatical  and  facrilegious 
•'  p^rfons. 

^  **  Finally,  a  league  formed  among  pow- 
**  erful  Kings  menaced  the  liberty  of  France; 
•*"they  fancied  that  they  had  a  right  to  fix 
**  to  what  degree  the  intereft  of  their  def- 
•*  potifm  permitted  us  to  be  free,  and  flat- 
*'  tered  themfelves  that  they  (hould  fee  the 
**  fovereign ty  of  the  people,  and  the  inde- 
**  pendence  of  the  French  Empire,  fall 
•*  down  before  the  arms  of  their  flaves. 

**  Thus  every  thing  announced  a  civil  and 
**  religious  war,  of  which  a* foreign  war 
**  would  foon  increafc  the- danger. 

**  The  National  Aflcmbly  thought  it  their 
**  duty  to  reprefs  the  Emigrants,  and  to  re- 
••  ftrain  the  fadtious  priefts  by  fevere  de- 
*•  crees ;  and  the  King  employed  againft 
*^  thefe  decrees   the  fufpenfive    rcfufal  of 
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•*  Andlioh  which  the  Conftitution  granted 
**  him.  Jn  the  mean  time,  thofe  Emigrants 
*•  and  thofe  priefts  were  bufily  acfting  in  the 
•'  name  of  the  King;  ir  was  to  re-eftablilh 
**  him  in  what  they  called  his  lawful  autho- 
•*  rity,  that  the  former  had  taken  up  arms, 
**  and  the  latter  were  preaching  affaffinatioA 
•*  and  treafon.  Thefe  Emigrants  were  the 
•*  brothers  of  the  King,  his  relations,  his 
•*  former  body  guards.  And  while  the 
*'  correfpondence  of  thefe  fafts  with  the 
**  conduift  of  the  King  authorized,  nay,  en- 
*'  joined  diftruft,  this  refufal  of  the  fanxSion 
"  applied  to  decrees  that  could  not  be  fuf- 
"  pended  without  being  annihilated,  fhewed 
'*  clearly  how.  the  FIf to,  fufpenfive  accord- 
'*  ing  to  the  law,  rendered  definitive  by  the 
•*  manner  of  employing  it,  gave  to  the 
**  King  the  unlimited  and  arbitrary  po\ver 
**  of  rendering  null  all  the  meafures  which 
'•  the  Legiflative  Body  might  think  nccef- 
*'  fary  for  maintaining  liberty. 

'*  From  that  moment,  from  one  end  of  the 
•'  kingdom  to  the  other,  the  people  fhewed 
'*  thofe  gloomy  difcontents  that  announced 
*•  ftorms,  and  the  fufpicions  which  accufed 
*'  the  Executive  Power  difplaycd  themfelves 
**  with  energy. 

Part  II.  Vol.  III.        Q^  The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


• 


226  AKNALS  OP  THB  [Aoo.i79a. 

*•  The  National  Affcmbly  were  not  dif- 
*'  couraged.     Princes  who  profeffed  them- 
••  felves  the  allies  of  France,  had  given  the 
''  Emigrants  not  an  afylum,  but  the  liberty 
*'  of  arming,  of  forming  themfelves  into 
**  military  bodies,    of  levying  foldiers,  of 
**  providing  warlike  ilores;  and   the  King 
■  **  was   invited,    by  a  folemn   meflage,    to 
**  break,  on  this  violation  of  the  rights  of 
**  nations,  a  filence  that  had  been  kept  but 
^*  too  lt>ng.     He  feemed  to  yield  to  the  na- 
"  tional  wi(h  ;   preparations  for  war  were 
*'  ordered ;  but  it  was  foon  perceived   that 
*•  the  ncgociations,  conduced  by  a  Miniftry 
**  weak  or  treacherous,    were  confined  to 
*•  obtaining  vain  promifes,  which  remaining 
•*  unexecuted,  could  not  be  regarded  but  as 
*•  a  fnare  or  an  infult.    The  league  of  Kings 
"  affun^  in  the  mean  time  a  new  adlivity  % 
•*  and  at  the  head  of  this  league  appeared 
**  the  Emperor,  brother-in-law  to  the  King 
*•  of  the  French,  united  to  the  nation  by  a 
**  treaty  ufeful  to  himfelf  alone,  which  the 
**  Conftituent    Affembly,    deceived  by  the 
•*  Miniftry,  had  nniaintained,  by  facrificing, . 
**  to  prefcrve  the  hope,  at  that  time  well 
*•  founded,  of  an  alliance  with  the  Houfe 
«*  of  Brandenburgh. 

''  The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Auo.  179«]         FHBKCH    BJKVQX.UTION.  22? 

.*'  The  National  Affcmbly  thought  that  it 
**  was  ncceiTary  for  the  fafety  of  France,  to 
••  obhge  the  Emperor  to  declare  whether  he 
**  would  be  her  ally  or  her  enemy,  and  to 
**  pronounce  between  two  contradidory 
**  treaties,  of  which  the  one  bound  him  to 
**  giwe  fuccours  to  France,  and  the  other 
•*  engaged  him  to  attack  her ;  treaties  which 
**  he  could  not  reconcile,  without  avowing 
**  the  intention  of  feparating  the  King  from 
•^  the  nation,  and  of  reprefenting  a  war 
**  againft  the  French  people,  as  fuccours 
**  granted  to  his  ally.  The  Emperor's  anf- 
'*  fwer  augmented  the  diftruft  which  this 
**  combination  of  circumflances  rendered  fo 
**^  natural.  In  it  he  repeated  the  abfurd 
'*  charges  againft  the  Aflembly  of  the  Re- 
'*  prefentatives  of  the  F/ench  people,  againft . 
**  the  popular  focieties  eftablifhed  in  our 
^*  cities,  with  which  the  partizans  of  the 
**  French  Miniftry  had  long  wearied  the 
**  Counter-revolution  prefTes.  He  made 
"  proteftations  of  his  defire  to  continue  the 
•*  ally  of  the  King,  and  he  had  juft  figned 
"  a  new  league  againft  France  in  favour 
•*  of  the  authority  of  the  King  of  the 
''  French. 

•'  Thefe  leagues,  thefe  treaties^  the  in-^ 
0^2  '*  trigues 
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**  trigucs  of  the  Emigrants,  who  had  fo^ 
**  licited  them  in  the  name  'of  the  King, 
**  had  been  concealed  by  the  Minifters  from 
*•  the  Rcprefentatives  of  the  people.  No 
*^  public  difavowal  of  thefc  intrigues,  no 
**  effort  to  prevent  or  diflblve  this  confpi- 
'^  racy  of  Monarchs,  had  fhewn  either  to 
'*  the  citizens  of  France  or  the  nations  of 
•*  Europe,  that  the  King  had  fincerely 
'*  united  his  own  caufe  to  that  of  the  na- 
**  tion. 

**  This  apparent  connivance  between  the 
*^  Cabinet  of  the  Thuilleries  and  that  of 
**  yienna  ftruck  every  mind ;  the  National 
**  Affembly  thought  it  their  duty  to  ex- 
•*  amine  with  vigour  the  conduft  of  the 
**  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs;  tmd  a  de- 
*  *  cree  of  impeachment  was  the  refult  of  this 
'*  examination.  His  colleagues  difappeared 
•*  with  him,  and  the  King's  Council  Vas 
'*  formed  of  patriot  Minifters. 

**  The  fucceflbr  of  Leopold  followed  the 
courfe  of  his  father.  .  He  thought  proper 
**  to  require  for  the  Princes  formerly  pof- 
•*  feffing  fiefs  in  Alface,  indemnifications 
**  incompatible  with  the  French  Conftitu- 
•*  tion,  and  derogatory  to  the  independence 
•*  of  the  nation.     He  wanted  France  to  be- 

••  tray 
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**  tray  the  confidence  and  violate  the  rights 
**  of  the  people  of  Avignon.  At  length  he 
'*  announced  other  caufes  of  complaint, 
'*  which  could  not,  he  faid,  be  difcuflcd  be- 
•*  fore  the  force  of  arms  had  been  tried. 

**  The  King  feemed  to  feel  that  this  pro. 
**  vocation  to  war  could  not  be  borne  pa- 
**  tiently  without  betraying  a  fliameful 
**  weakncfs;  he  feemed  to  feel  how  pcr- 
'*  fidious  was  this  language  of  an  enemy 
'*  who  pretended  to  take  an  intereft  in  his 
**  fate,  and  to  defire  his  alliance,  for  no 
*'  purpofe  but  to  fow  feeds  of  difcord  be- 
**  tween  hin^  and  his  people,  calculated  to 
enervate  our  forces,  and  to  flop  or  dis- 
concert their  motions ;  he  propofed  war 
^*  by  the  unanimous  advice  of  his  Council, 
'*  and  war  was  decreed. 

••  By  protecting  the  affemblages  of  the 
^'  Emigrants,  by  permitting  them  to  menace 
*•  our  frontiers,  by  (howing  troops  iti  readi- 
*'  nefs  tofecond  them  on  the  firft  fuccefs,  by 
*'  preparing  a  retreat  for  them^  by  perfifting 
*'  in  a  threatening  league,  the  King  of  Hun- 
**  gary  obliged  France  to  make  preparation^ 
of  defence  ruinous  in  their  expence,  ex- 
haufled  her  finances,  encouraged  the  au- 
dacity of  the  confpirators  difperfed 
0^3  **  through 


ti 


CI 


Digitized  by 


Google 


230  ANNAX.8   OP   THE  [July  tynz. 

**  through  the  Departments,  excited  uneafi- 
**  nefs  among  the  citizens,  and  thus  fo- 
•*  mented  in  them  and  perpetuated  trouble. 
**  Never  did  hoftilities  more  really  juftify 
**  war,  and  to  declare  was  only  to  repel  it.  . 

"  The  National  Affembly  were  then  able 
«*  to  judge  to  what  degree,  notwithftanding 
**  promifes  fo  often  repeated,  all  the  pre- 
*'  parations  of  defence  had  been  neg- 
**  kded.  Nevcrthelefs  their  uneafinefs, 
•*  their  diilruft,  ftill  refted  on  the  former 
*'  Miniftcrs,  on  the  fecret  Council  of  the 
•*  King;  but  they  foon  faw  the  patriotic 
**  Minifters  cn^cd  in  their  operations,  at- 
**  tacked  with  rancour  by  the  partizans  of 
*•  the  Royal  Authority,  by  thofe  who  made 
**  a  parade  of  perfonal  attachment  to  the 
'\  King. 

**  Our  armies  were  tormented  with  po- 
•*  litical  divifions  :  difofrd  was  fown  among 
•*  the  commanders  of  the  troops,  as  be- 
••  tween  the  Generals  and  the  Miniftry.  At- 
**  tempts  were  made  to  transform  into  the 
"  inftruments  of  a  party,  which  concealed 
•*  not  its  defirc  of  fubftituting  its  will  for 
**  that  of  the  Rqprefentatives  of  the  na- 
•*  tion,  thoie  very  armies  that  were  defHned 
•*  to  the  external  defence  of  the  French  ter- 
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*'  ritory,  and  to  maintaining  the  National 
*'  independence. 

**  The  machinations  of  the  Priefts  bc- 
"  come  more  adivc  in  the  moment  of  war, 
**  m^4e  a  reftraining  law  indifpcnfable  ;  one 
**  was  paffed. 

'*  The  formation  of  a  camp  between  Paris 
*«  and  the  frontiers  was  a  difpofition  happily 
'*  calculated  for  external  defence,  while  at 
'^  the  fame  time  it  ferved  to  give  fccurity  to 
*'  the  internal  Departments,  and  to  prevent 
•'  the  troubles  which  their  difquiets  might 
**  have  produced ;  the  formation  of  fuch  a 
*^  camp  was  ordered ;  but  thefe  two  decree? 
**  were  rejedled  by  the  King,  and  the  patriot 
**  Minifters  were  difmifled, 

'*  The  Conflitution  had  granted  to  the 
^*  King  a  guard  of  1800  men,  and  this  guard 
"  audacioufly  manifefted  a  contempt  of  civil 
**  duties,  which  infpired  the  citizens  with 
**  indignation,  or  with  terror;  hatred  of 
*•  the  Conftitution,  and  above  all,  of  liberty 
**  and  equality,  were  the  bcft  titles  for  being 
♦•  admitted  into  it. 

•*  The  Affembly  was  forced  to  diffolve 

•*  this  guard,  to  prevent  both  the  troubles 

•*  which  it  could  not  fail  foon  to  occafion, 

*^  and  the  plots  of  Counter-revolution,  of 
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**  which  but  too  many  indications  were  al- 
*'  ready  manifeft.  The  decree  was  fanc- 
**  tioncd ;  but  a  Proclamation  by  the  King 
**  beftowed  praifes  on  thofe  very  men  whofe 
**  difmiflion  from  his  fervice  he  had  juft 
**  pronounced,  on  thofe  whom  he  had  ad- 
**  mitted  to  be  men  juftly  accufed  of  being 
**  the  enemies  of  liberty. 

*•  The  new  Minifters  excited  well  found- 
'*  edmiftruft;  and  as  this  diftruft  could  not 
*'  flop  at  them,  it  fell  on  the  King  himfelf. 

••  The  application  of  the  refufal  of  the 
' '  fanftion  to  the  decrees  rendered  neceflary 
♦*  by  circumftances,  of  which  the  execution 
♦•  ought  to  have  been  prompt,  and  to  have 
*•  ceafed  with  the  circumftances  which  had 
*^  rendered  them  neceflary,  was  regarded,  in 
"  the  general  opinion,  as  an  interpretation 
**  of  the  Conftitutional  Ad  contrary  to 
**  liberty,  and  even  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Con-  * 
*'  ftitution.  The  agitation  of  the  people  of 
**  Paris  became  extreme ;  an  immenfe 
•*  crowd  of  citizens  joined  to  form  a  peti- 
**  tion  ;  in  it  they  folicited  the  recal  of  the 
**  patriotic  Minifkrs,  and  the  retraiSion  of 
**  the  refufal  to  fandlion  the  decrees  in  fa- 
**  vour  of  which  the  public  opinion  had 
^'  been  loudly  declared.     They  dcfired  leave 
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'*  to  pafs  in  arms  before  the  National  Aflem- 
*y  bly  after  their  Deputies  had  read  their  pe- 
*•  tition.  This  leave,  which  other  armed  bo-.  • 
**  dies  had  before  obtained,  was  granted  them. 
**  They  defired  to  prefent  the  fame  petition  to 
**  the  King,  and  to  prefent  it  under  the  forms 
•*  eftabliftied  by  the  law;  but  at.  the  mo- 
**  mcnt  when  Municipal  officers  were 
'*  coming  to  inform  them  that  their  Depu- 
"  ties,  who  had  been  refufed  at  firft,  were 
•'  going  to  be  admitted,  the  gate  was  open- 
'*  cd,  and  the  crowd  ruflied  into  the  Palace. 
**  The  zeal  of  the  Mayor  of  Paris,  the  af- 
^'  cendency  which  his  virtues  and  his  pa- 
'*  triotifm  gave  him  over  the  minds  of  the 
**  citizens,  the  prefence  of  the  Rcprefenta- 
'*  iivc$  of  the  people,  of  whom  fucceflive 
'*  deputations  conftantly  furrounded  the 
**  King,  prevented  all .  ferious  difordcrs, 
**  and  few  aflemblagcs  fo  numerous  ever 
««  gave  occafion  to  Icfs  difordcr  of  any 
*'  kind. 

The  King  had  mounted  the  enfigns  of 
liberty  j  he  had  done  juftice  to  the  citi- 
**  zens  by  declaring,  that  he  thought  him- 
•*  felf  in  fafety  in  the  midll  of  them ;  the 
"  day  of  the  Federation  was  approaching; 
*'  citizens  from  all  the  Departments  were 
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**  to  repair  to  Paris,  there  to  fwear  to  main- 
*'  tain   that   liberty  for  which   they  were 
*'  going  to  fight  on  the  frontiers;  and  all 
•'  might  ftill  have  been  repaired.     But  the 
**  Minifters  faw  nothing  in  the  events  of  the 
•*  20th  of  June,  but  a  favourable  occafion 
*^  for  fowing  divifion  between   the  inhabi- 
••  tants  of  Paris  and  thofe  of  the   Depart- 
•«  mcnts,  between  the  people  and  the  army, 
**  between  the  feveral  portions  of  the  Na- 
•'  tional  Guard,  between  the  citizens  who 
*•  remained  at  their  homes  and   thofe  who 
•'  were  flying  to  the  defence  of  the  ftate. 
•'  The  very  next  day  the  King  changed  his 
•*  language  ;  a  proclamation  full  of  calumny 
•*  was    profufely    diftributed     among    the 
*•  armies ;  one  of  their  Generals  came,  in 
*f  the  name  of  that  which  he  cpmmanded, 
•^  to  demand  vengeande,  and  to  point  out 
*'  his  victims.     A  confiderable  number  of 
^*  Diredlories  of  Department,  by  unconfti- 
**  tutional  refolutions,    difclofed  the  plan 
**  they  had  long  before  formed,  of  raifing 
•'  themfelves  into  a  fort  of  immediate  power 
•*  between  the  people  and  thcjr  Reprefcnta- 
^*  tives,    between    the    National  Aflcmbly 
*'  and  the  King.      Juftices  of   the   Peace 
■*•  commenced ^    in   the  very  place  of   the 
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"  Thuilleries,  a  dark  procedure,  in  which 
•*  it  was  hoped  to  involve  thofe  patriots 
**  whofe  vigilance  and  whofe  talents  were 
*•  the  moft  dreaded.  Already  one  of  thefc 
*«  Juftices  had  attempted  to  infringe  upon 
*•  the  inviolability  of  the  Reprefcntatives  of 
**  the  people,  and  every  thing  announced  a 
*•  plan  dexteroufly  concerted  for  finding  in' 
**  the  judicial  order  the  means  of  giving  an 
*•  arbitrary  extenfion  to  the  Royal  authority; 
**  letters  from  the  Minifter  of  the  Home 
**  Department  direfted  the  employing  of 
**  force  againft  the  Federates,  who  might 
**  wifl)  to  take  at  Paris  the  oath  to  fight  for 
••  liberty;  and  it  required  all  the  activity 
"  of  the  National  Affembly,  all  the  pa- 
**  triotifm  of  the  army,  all  the  zeal  of  the 
**  enlightened  citizens,  to  prevent  the  fa^^ . 
"  efFefts  of  this  plan  of  diforganization, 
•*  which  might  have  lighted  up  the  flames 
^*  of  civil  war.  An  emotion  of  patriotifm 
•*  had  extinguiflied,  in  fraternal  union,  the 
divifions  that  had  appeared  but  too  often 
in  the  National  Affembly,  and  from  this 
alfo  the  means  of  fafety  might  have 
fprung  :  the  profecutions  commenced  by 
**  the  King*s  order,  at  the  inilance  of  the 
**  Intendant  of  the  Civil  Lift,  might  have 
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**  been  flopped ;  the  virtuous  Pdidn,  pu- 
**  nifhed,  by  an  unjuft  fufpcnfion,  for  having 
"  fpared  the  blood  of  the  people,  n>ight 
**  have  been  reinftated  by  the  King;  and 
**  it  was  poflible,  that  this  long  feries  of 
•*  faults  and  treafons  might  have  fallen  again 
•*  entirely  upon  thofe  perfidious  counfellors 
•'  to  whom  a  confiding  people  had  long  been 
*^  in  the  habit  of  attributing  all  the  crimes 
**  of  our  Kings. 

**  The  National  Aflembly  then  faw  that. 
**  the  fafety  of  the  country  required  extra* 
**  ordinary  meafures. 

^*  They  opened  a  difcuffion  on  the  means 
**  of  faving  their  country;  they  inftituted 
**  a  commiffion  charged  to  confider  of  and 
••*  prepare  a  plan  of  thefe  means. 

•'  The  declaration  that  the  country  was  in 
**  danger  called  all  the  citizens  to  the  com* 
'*  inon  defence,  all  perfons  in  public  truft 
*'  to  their  pofts;  and  yet  in  the  midft  of 
•*  complaints  unceafingly  repeated  of  the 
**  inadion  of  Government,  on  the  negled 
**  QY  ill  management  of  the  preparations  for 
**  war,  on  the  ufelefs  or  dangerous  motions 
**  of  the  armies,  the  avowed  objedt  of 
*•  which  was  to  favour  the  political  plans  of 
♦'  one  of  the  Generals,  M  nifters  unknown 
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''or  firfpcifted  were  feen  to  fucceed  one 
another  rapidly,  and  to  prefcnt,  under 
•*  new  names,  the  fame  inadivity  and  the 
'*  fame  principles. 

*•  A  declaration  of  the  General  of  the 
"enemy,  which  doomed  to  death  all  free- 
"  men,  and  promifed  to  coward^  and  traitors 
*'  his  difgraceful  protedlion,  could  not  but 
**  add  to  thcfe  fufpicions.  In  it  the  enemy 
•*  of  France  feemed  to  attend  to  nothing 
**  but  the  defence  of  the  King  of  the  French, 
^'  Twenty-fix  millions  of  men  were  nothing 
**  in  his  eftimation,  in  comparifon  of  a  pri- 
*'  vileged  family ;  their  blood  muft  wet  the 
earth  to  avenge  the  flighteft  infult ;  and 
•*  the  King,  inftead  of  exprefllng  his  indig- 
*•  nation  againft  a  manifefto,  intended  to 
**  take  J  from  him  the  confidence  of  the 
**  people,  feemed  to  oppofe  to  it,  and 
**  that  reludantly,  a  cold  and  timid  dif- 
**  avowal. 

**  Who  then  can  be  aftonifhed  that   dif- 
**  truft  in  the  fupreme  head  of  the  Executive 
Power  (hould  infpire  citizens  with  the  de- 
fire  of  no  longer  feeing  the  forces  intended 
for  the  common  defence  at  the  difpofition 
**  of  a  King  in  whofe  name  France  was  at- 
"  tacked,  and  the  care  of  maintaining  her 
^  ••  internal 


t( 


it 


<c 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^8'  ANVALS    O-P    THE  [Ao©.  179s, 

•*  internal    tranquillity    confided    to    him 
**  whof6  interefts  were  the  pretexts  of  all  her 
**' troubles?  To  thefe  motives,  common  to 
**  all  France,  were  joined  others  particular 
**  to  the   inhabitants  of  Paris.     They  faw 
«  "  the  families  of  the  confpirators^at    Co*. 
**  blent z  forming  the  habitual  focicty  of  the 
**  King  and  his  family.     Writers   paid  by 
"  the  Civil  JJft  endeavoured  by,  bafe  calum- 
**  nies  to  render  the  Parifians  odious  or  fuf- 
"  peded  in  the  eyes  of  the  reft  of  France. 
••  Attempts  were  made  to  fow  divifion  be* 
.  **  tween  the  poor  citizens  and  the  rich ;  the 
**  National  Guard  was  agitated  by  perfidious 
*•  manoeuvres,  in  order  to  form  in  it  a  par- 
**  ty  of  Royalifts.     In  fine,  the  enemies   of 
*•  liberty   feemed   to    be    divided  between 
♦*.  Paris  and  Coblentz,  and  their^udacity  in* 
**  creafed  with  their  number. 

••  The  ConftituticHi  enjoined  the  King  to  give 
*•  notice  of  imminent  hoftilities  to  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  j  and  yet  long  folicitations 
were  neceflary  to  obtain  of  the  Miniftry 
the  tardy  information  of  the  march  of  the 
*•  Pruffian  troops.  The  Conftitution  pro- 
^*  nounced  abdication  againft  the  Kipg  if  he 
•*  did  not,  by  fome  formal  ad,  declare  his 
**  opppfition  to  enterprifes  undertaken  in 
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* '  his  name  againft  the  nation ;  and  the  Emi-^ 
^*  grant  Princes  had  opened  public  loans  in 
**  the  King's  name,  had  hired  foreign  troops 
**  in  his  name,  had  levied  French  regiments 
**  in  his  name,  had  formed  a  military  houfe- 
•  *  hold  for  him  out  of  France;  and  thefe  fads 
**  were  known  for  more  than  file  months 
**  before  the  King,  whofe  public  dcclararions, 
•*  whofe  remonftrances  with  foreign  powers 
•*  might  have  hindered  the  fuccefs  of  thefe 
•*  meafures,  haddifcharged  the  duty  impofed 
'*  upon  him  by  the  Conftitution. 

*•  It  was  on  motives  thus  powerful  that 
•*  numerous  petitions,  fent  from  a  great 
**  number  of  the  Departments,  the  wilh  of 
**  feveral  Sedions  of  Paris,  followed  by  the 
*«  general    expr^flion   of   the  wilh  of  the 

whole  Commune,  folicited  the  depofition 
"  of  the  King,  or  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
"  Royal  Power  and  the  National  AfTem-* 
**  bly  could  no  longer  fhrink  from  the  ex- 
*•  amination  of  this  grand  queftion. 

*•  It  was  their  duty  not  to  decide  but 
**  after  a  mature  and  welLconfidered  exami- 
**  nation,    after  a  folemn  difcuflion,   after 

having  heard  and  weighediall  opinions. 

But  the  patience  of  the  people  was  cx- 
^^  hauiled  j  all  at  once  they  appeared  united 
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**  as  one  man  in  the  fame  will ;  they  march- 
**  ed  towards  the  place  of  the  King's  rcfi- 
^*  dence,  and  the  King  came  to  feek  an 
•^  afylum  in  the  Affembly  of  the  Repre- 
*^  fentatives  of  the  people,  whofe  feat  he 
**  knew  that  the  fraternal  union  of  the  in- 
••  habitants  of  Paris  with  the  citizens  of 
**  the  Departments,  would  always  render 
**  an  afylum  inviolable  and  facred. 

**  National  Guards  had  been  charged  with 
•'  defending  the  refidence  which  the  King 
**  had  abandoned,  biit  with  them  Swifs  fol- 
*•  diers  were  flationed.  The  people  had 
••  long  feen  with  painful  furprife  Swifs  bat- 
"  talions  Iharing  the  guard  of  the  King, 
**  although  the  Conftitution  did  not  allow 
**  him  to  have  a  foreign  guard.  It  had  long 
*•  been  eafy  to  forefee  that  this  dire<£l:  vio- 
**  lation  of  the  law,  which  by  its  nature 
•*  conftantly  obtruded  itfclf  on  every  eye, 
••  would,  fooner  or  later,  occafion  great 
**  misfortunes.  The  National  Affembly 
•*  had  neglected  nothing  tQ  prevent  them. 
"  Reports,  difcuflions,  motions  made  by 
*•  individual  Members  and  referred  to  Com- 
**  mittees,  had  apprifed  the  King  feveral 
'*  months  before  of  the  neceffity  of  dif- 
**  miffing  from  about  his  perfon  men,  whom 
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**  whom  every  where  elfe  the  French  al- 
**  ways  regarded  as  friend^  and  brothers, 
*'  but  whom  they  could  not  fee  retained 
*•  about  a  Conftitutional  King,  in  direft 
*'  contradidlion  to  the  Conftitution,  with- 
"  out  fufpeding  that  they  had  become 
•*  the  inftruments  of  the  enemies  of  their 
•*  liberty. 

**  A  decree  had  ordered  their  removal: 
**  their  commander,  fupported  by  the  Mi- 
**  niftry,  demanded  changes  in  that  deqree : 
**  the  National  Affembly  confented  to  thofe 
**  changes.  ,  A  part  of  the  foldiers  was  to 
**  remain  near  Paris,  but  without  doing  any 
•*  duty  that  might  renew  difquiets ;  and  it 
•*  was  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  National 
'*  Aflembly,  contrary  to  the  law,  that  on 

the  10th  of  Auguft  they  were  employed 
**  on  a  fervice,  from  which  every  motive 
**  of  humanity  and  of  prudence  ought  to 
**  have  kept  them  away.  They  received 
•'  orders  to  fire  on  the  armed  citizens,  at 
**  the  inftant  when  the  latter  were  inviting 
**  them  to  peace  —  when  the  unequivocal 
**  figns  of  fraternity  announcdd  that  peace 
**  was  going  to  be  accepted — at  the  inftant 
*'  when  a  deputation  of  the  National  Af- 
**  femtly  was  feen  advancing  in  the  midft 
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**  of  arms,  to  fpeak  the  words  of  peace 
*^  and  conciliation,  and  prevent  carnage. 
**  Then  nothing  could  flop  the  vengeance 
**  of  the  people,  who  had  thus  received 
**  proof  of  a  new  aft  of  treachery,  at  the 
'*  very  moment  they  were  coming  to  com- 
'*  plain  of  thofe  of  which  they  had  long 
'*  been  the  vidlims. 

*•  In  the  midft  of  thefe  difafters,  the  Na- 
•'  tional  Affembly,  afflidled,  but  calm,  took 
•*  the  oath  to  maintain  equality  and  liberty, 
**  or  to  die  at  their  poft;  they  took  the  oath 
**  to  fave  France,  and  they  fought  for  the 
*\  means. 

**  They  faw  but  one,  which  was  that  of 
**  recurring  to  the  fupreme  will  of  the  peo- 
"  pie,  and  inviting  them  to  exercife  imme- 
**  diately  their  inalienable  right  of  fove* 
**  reignty,  which  the  Conftitution  had  re* 
**  cognifed,  and  which  it  could  not  fubjeft 
•*  to  any  reftridlion.  The  public  intereft 
**  required  that  the  people  fhould  manifcft 
"  their  will  by  the  fenfe  of  a  National  Con* 
**  vention,  formed  of  Reprefentatives,  in- 
**  vefted  by  them  with  unlimited  powers; 
**  it  required  no  lefs  that  the  Members  of 
**  this  Convention  fhould  be  eledted  in  each 

Department  in  a  uniform  manner^   and 
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**  according  to  a  regular  mode.     But  the 
••  National  Aflembly  could  not  reftrain  the 
**  powers   of  the  fovereign  people,    from 
**  whom  alone  the  Members  of  that  Affem- 
*'  bly  hold  all  the  powers  they  poflefs.  They 
**  were  bound  to  confine  themfelves  to  con-  , 
*  *  juring  the  people,   in  the  name  of  their 
**  country,  to  follow  the  fimple  regulations 
**  traced  out  for  them.     In  thefe,  the  forms 
••  inftituted  for  eledlions    were  refpedted, 
"  bccaufe  the  eftablifliment  of  new  forms, 
*'  even  fuppofing  them  to  have  been  better, 
**  would  have  been  a  fource  of  delay,  per- 
**  haps   of    divifion.      They  preferved    in 
**  them  none  of  the  conditions  of  eligibility, 
•'  none  of  the  limitations  of  the  right  of. 
**  eleding  *or  being  €le<5led,  eftabliftied  by 
**  the  former    laws,    becaufe    thefe    laws, 
**  which  arc  fo  many  reftri(5lions  on    the 
"  exercife  of  the  right  of  fovereignty,  are 
"  not  applicable  to  a  National  Convention, 
*•  in  which  this  right  ought  to  be  exer- 
'*  cifed  with  complete  independence.     The 
•*  diilindion  of  adlive  citizens  appears  not 
•*  in  thefe  regulations,  becaufe  it  is  alfo  a 
•*  reftricSlion  of  the  law.     The. only  condi- 
*'  tions    required  are  thofe  which    nature 
*•  has  prefcribed,  fuch  as  the  neceffity  of 
R  2  *'  being 
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**  being  conneded,  by  a  fixed  refidence, 
'.*  with  the  territory  for  which  the  right  of 
*'  citizenfliip  is  exercifed,  of  having  at- 
**  tained  the  age  at  which  men  are  held  by 
**  the  laws  of  the  nation  of  which  they  make ' 
**  a  part,  to  be  in  a  condition  to  exercife  their 
'*  perfonal  rights;  finally,  of  having  pre- 
**  fervcd  abfolute  independence  of  will. 

**  But  to  afTemblc  new  Reprefentatives  of 
•'  the  people  required  time;  and  although 
**  the  National  AfTembly  have  made  as  fliort 
**  as  pofTible  the  periods  of  the  operations 
*^  which  the  Convention  made  neceflary  • 
**  although  they  accelerated  the  period  at 
'*  which  they  muft  ceafe  to  bear  the  burden 
*'  of  the  public  weal,  in  fuch  a  mannef  as 
**  to  avoid  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  ambitious 
**  views;  the  term  of  forty  days  would  flill 
•'  have  expofed  the  country  to  great  mif- 
**  fortunes,  and  the  people  to  dangerous 
*'  commotions,  if  to  the  King  had  been  left 
'*  the  exercife  of  the  powers  conferred  upon 
**  him  by  the  Conilitution ;  and  the  fuf- 
•*  penfion  of  thefe  powers  appeared  to  the 
**  Reprefentatives  of  the  people  the  only 
*•  means  of  faving  France  and  Liberty. 

^'  In  prpnouncrng  this  necefTary  fufpen- 

*^*  fion  the  Aflembly  have  not  exceeded  their 

-  **  powers. 
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**  powers.  The  Conftitution  authorizes 
**  them  to  pronounce  it  in  the  cafe  of  the 
*'  abfence  of  the  King,  when  the  term  at 
**  which  this  abfence  incurs  a  legal  abdica- 
**  tiouAS  not  yet  arrived,  that  is  to  fay,  in 
*'  the  cafe  in  which  there  is  not  yet  ground 
**  for  a  definitive  refolution,  but  in  which  a 
**  provifional  a<5t  of  rigour  is  evidently  ne- 
^*  ceflary,  in  which  it  would  be  abfurd  to 
leave  the  power  in  hands  that  could  no 
longer  make  a  free  and  beneficial  ufe  of 
it.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  then,  ^hefc 
circumftances  are  as  evidently  united  as  in 
•*  the  cafe  provided  for  by  the  Conftitution, 
**  and  in  conducting  ourfelves  by  the  prin- 
'*  ciple  which  the  Conftitution  has  pointed 
**  out  we  have  obeyed  it — far  from  having 
^*  infringed  it  contrary  to  our  oaths. 

**  The  Conftitution  forefaw,  that  all  ac- 
**  cumulation  of  powers  was  dangerous,  and 
•*  might  change  into  tyrants  of  the  people, 
**  thofe  who  ought  to  be  only  their  Repre- 
*^  fentatives ;  but  it  judged  alfo,  that  this 
**  danger  fuppdfed  a  long  exercife  of  this 
**  extraordinary  power,  and  the  terra  of 
**  two  months  is  that  which  it  has  fixed  for 
«♦  all  cafes  in  which  it  permits  this  union  of 
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**  powers,  which  in  all  other  cafes  it  has  fo 
*'  rigoroufly  profcribed. 

**  The  National  Affembly,  far  from  ex- 
**  tending  this  term,  has  reduced  it  to 
**  forty  days  only  ;  and,  far  from  exceeding 
**  the  period  fixed  by  the  law  on  the  plea 
'*  of  ncceffity,  they  have  brought  themfelves 
/^  within  the  narroweft  limits. 

*'  When  the  power  of  fandlioning  the 
•*  Iaw§  is  fufpended,  the  Conftitution  has 

pronounced,  that  the  decrees  of  the  Lc- 

giflative  Body  fhall  have  of  themfelves 
**  the  charader  and  authority  of  laws  ;  and 
•*  fince  he  to  whom  the  Conftitution  gave 
**  the  choice  of  Minifters,  could  no  longer 
**  excrcife  his  fmidlions,  it  was  neceffary 
*'  that  a  new  law  fhould  put  the  choice  into 
**  other  hands.  The  Affembly  conferred 
•*  the  right  on  themfelves,  becaufe  this 
•'  right  could  not  be  given  but  to  eledtors 
*•  who  belonged  to  the  whole  nation,  and 
*•  becaufe  they  alone  have  that  character  at 
**  prefent.  But  they  were  careful  to  avoid 
*'  giving  ground  for  the  fufpicion  that,  in 
*V conferring  this  power  on  themfelves, 
**  they  fought  to  gratify  ambitious  views; 
•*  they  decreed,  that  the  eledion  Ihould  be 

*'  made 
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**  made  openly,  that  each  of  them  fliould 
**  pronounce  his  choice  in  prefence  of  the  Na- 
**  tional  Reprefcntation,  in  prefence  of  the 
*•  numerous  citizens  who  attended  their 
**  Sittings.  They  took  care  that  each  of 
**  their  own  body  fhould  have  his  colleagues 
**  for  his  judges,  the  public  for  a  witnefs, 
**  and  fhould  anfwer  for  his  choice  to  the 
"  whole  nation. 

**  Frenchmen,  let  us  unite  all  our  forces 
**  againft  the  foreign  tyranny  which  dares 
**  to  threaten  with  its  vengeance  twenty-fix 
*'  millions  of  free  men.  Within  fix  weeks 
*'  a  power,  which  every  citizen  acknow- 
*•  ledges,  will  pronounce  on  our  divifions. 
"  Woe  to  the  man  who,  liflening,  during 
•*  this  fhort  interval,  to  felfifh  fentiments, 
**  fhall  not  devote  himfelf  wholly  to  the 
**  common  defence ;  who  fhall  not  fee,  that 
•*  at  the  moment  when  the  fovereign  will 
**  of  the  people  is  about  to  fpeak,  we  have 
**  no  enemies  but  the  confpirators  of  Pilnitz 
*•  and  their  accomplices  ! 

**  It  is  in  the  midfl  of  a  foreign  war,  at 
**  the  moment  when  numerous  armies  are 
**  preparing  for  a  formidable  invafion,  that 
**  we  call  upon  the  citizens  to  difcufs  in  a 
**  peaceable  AfTembly  the  rights  of  liberty. 
R  4  *•  That 
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**  That  which  would  have  appeared  rafh 
*^  among  any  , other  people,  feemed  to  us 
''  not  above  the  courage  and  the  patriotifm 
**  of  the  French ;  and  undoubtedly  we  Ihall 
**  not  have  the  misfortune  of  finding  our- 
*'  felves  deceived  in  judging  you  worthy  to 
*'  forget  every  other  intereft  but  that  of  li- 
**  berty,  and  of  facrificing  every  other  fenti- 
**  ment  to  the  love  of  our  country. 

*'  Citizens,  it  is^for  you  to  judge,  whether 
^'  your  ireprefentatives  have  exercifed  for  your 
**  good  the  powers  you  have  confided  to 
**  them;  whether  they  have  afted  according 
'*  to  your  wifhes  in  making  a  ufe  of  theif 
**  powers,  which  neither  they  nor  you 
**  could  forefee  to  be  neceflary.  For  us, 
**  weliavc  difcharged  our  duty  in  feizing 
**  with  courage  on  the  only  means  of  pre- 
**  ferving  liberty  that  occurred  to  our  con- 
**  fideration.  Ready  to  die  for  it,  at  the 
**  poft  in  which  you  have  placed  us,  we  (hall 
*^  carry  with  us  at  leaft,  on  quitting  that 
**  poft,  the  confolation  of  having  main* 
**  tained  it  faithfully. 

**  Whatever  judgment  bur  contemporaries 
**  or  pofterity  may  pafs  upon  us,  we  Ihall 
<*  not  have  to  dread  that  of  our  own  con- 
♦*  fcicnces;  to  whatever  danger  we  may  be 

expofed. 
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**  expofed,  the  happinefs  will  remain  to  us 
*  *  of  having  fpared  the  torrents  of  French 
•'  blood,  which  a  condudl  more  weak 
**  would  have  caufed  to  flow;  nor  (hall  we 
have  to  reproach  ourfelves  with  having 
**  feen  a  means  of  faving  our  country,  and 
**.  not  having  dared  to  embrace  it. 

{Signed) 
*'  GuADET,  Prefident. 

*'  GOUJON, 

*'  G.  Rqmme, 

**  Marans, 

**  Crestin, 

*'  Arena, 

•*  Le  Cointe  Puiravaux, 

**  Secretaries.'' 


Digitized  by 


CHAP- 

Google 


^50  AKNALS    OP    THE  [Atro.  1792. 


CHAPTER    XXX, 


The  Manifejlo  fent  to  the  Departments  and 
the  Armies — Manoeuvres  in  favour  of 
the  Revolution  of  the  idth  of  Augujl — 
The  Jacobins  adopt  Brutus  for  their 
Patron — They  fwear  to  extirpate  Roy- 
alty from  the  Earth-^The  Affemhly  decree 
that  Electors  of  the  National  Convention 
Jhall  be  paid  for  their  Expences  and  for 
their  Time — Means  taken  to  corrupt  the 
Army — Order  ijjued  by  General  Dillon  on 
firjt  hearing  oj  the  Events  of  the  loth  of 
Augu/l — Dumourier's   ConduS;  on  that 
Occafion-^The  other  Generals  follow  his 
Example^   except  M.   de  la  Fayette  — 
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That  Generates  Addrefs  to  the  Munici- 
polity  of  Sedan  and  to  his  Army — The 
Army  enraged  at  the  Outrages  of  the 
10th  of  Augujl — The  Commijfionersfrom 
the  Affewhly  arrejled  at  Sedan — Arts  to 
gain  over  the  Soldiers  fuccefsful — M.  de 
la  Fayette,  with  other  OJicers,  quit  the 
Kingdom — Taken  by  the  Limburg  Volun^ 
teers — Their  Declaration  —  The  Com^ 
mand  of  the  Army  given  to  Dumourier 
— Proceedings  of  the  AJfembly-^Defpo^ 
tifm  of  the  Commune — Robefpierre^s 
Revolutionary  Tribunal  efiab lifted  — 
Note  dated  Nov.  ii,  i^gi,  faid  to  be 
found  in  the  King^s  Chamber — Funeral 
Celebration  propofed — M.  de  Montmo- 
rin's  Retreat  dif covered  —  Proceedings 
relative  to  him — He  isfent  to  the  Abbaye 
— M.  de  la  Porte  fentenced  to  Death  by 
the  Revolutionary  Tribunal — Execution 
of  Durofoi. 


Among  the  great  political  convulfions 
that  at  various  periods  have  agitated  Em- 
pires, and  produced  in  the  forms  of  their 
Governments  the  fudden  and  violent  changes 
called   Revolutions^   thofe  that  have  been 
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experienced  by  France  fince  the  year  1789, 
will  principally  fix  the  attention  of  Hiflori- 
ans.  It  will  be  obferved  that  the  Revolution 
which  they  have  produced  differs  from  all 
others,  not  only  in  effcntial  charadler,  and  as 
exceeding  every,  other  in  atrocities,  but  alfo 
becaufe  none  ever  was  fo  general  or  fo  com- 
plete. The  faithful  page  of  Hiftory  will, 
in  the  firflt  place,  dilplay  the  ambitious  and 
imprudent  pretenfions  of  Foreign  Courts, 
and  the  jealoufy  and  avidity  of  the  in- 
triguers of  the  Court  at  home,  giving  the 
firft  blows  to  the  Royal  Authority,  by  raifing 
againft  the  pretended  Minifterial  defpotifm 
that  general  murmur  which  foon  became  the 
ihout  of  rebellion,  and  the  pretext  for  the 
infurre<5lions  of  the  month  of  July  1789, 
which  completely  annihilated  the  authority  of 
the  Miniftcrs,  and  confequently  that  of  the 
King.  It  will  then  trace  the  different  Orders 
of  the  State,  fucceffively  attacking,  by  frefli 
infurredtions  always  eXcited  by  the  clafs  im- 
mediately inferior  to  that  which  had  juft  tri- 
umphed, and  the  fatal  ftruggle  continued 
till  all  the  ranks  of  fociety  were  abfolutely 
levelled,  and  till  the  fupreme  power,  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Throne,  was,  by  one  dread- 
ful event  after  another,  forcibly  acquired  by 

the 
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the  loweft  clafs  of  the  people,  armed  and 
rallied  by  the  name  of  equality.     It  is   a 
certain   fadl,    that   the   new   Commune   of 
Paris,  who  had  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
all  the  powers,  were  compofed  of  the  moft' 
violent  patriots,  and  that  among  them  were 
(hoemakers,  players,  clerks  out  of  place,  &c. 
The  Affembly,  artiamed  of  being  reduced 
to  the  office  of  mechanically  paffing  decrees 
di6lated  by  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Com* 
mune,  determined  to  throw  off  that  ftate  of 
nullity,    and  to  endeavour   to  regain   their 
power,  or  at  leaft  to  fhare  it  with  thofe  who 
had  ufurped  it.     They  faw  no  other  means 
than  that  of  boldly  afluming  the  crimes  of 
the  Commune  as  their  own,  and  glorying 
in  them/    This  was  the  chief  objedl  of  the 
Manifefto  compofed  by  Condor cet:    They 
lent  it  off"  in  great  hafte  to  all  the  Depart- 
ments, and  to  the  armies,  to  induce  them 
to  approve  the  outrages  of  the   loth  of  Au- 
guft,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  Confti* 
tution.     Commiffioners,  chofen  from  among 
themfelves,  and  from  among  the  Members 
of  the  new  Commune,  were  charged  with 
this  important  miffion,  which  was  princi- 
pally meant  to  confirm,  by  th^ir  teftimony, 
the    groffeft    calumnies   fpread   againft  the 
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King ;  to  fupport  their  impoftures  by  diflri- 
buting,  in  thoufands,  coIIe(5tions,  printed 
on  open  fheets  of  the  papers  pretended  to 
be  found  in  his  Majefty*s  efcritoire,  and  at 
the  houfes  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Civil 
Lift  and  of  the  Minifters,  and  commented 
upon  with  the  moft  atrocious  perfidy  in  the 
Addrefs  which  accompanied  them*.  The 
Joumalifts  in  pay  contributed  with  all  their 
power  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  manceuvre,  by 
inferting  in  their  prints  the  fame  papers, 
mutilated  and  explained  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  convert  every  cxpreffion  into. a  proof 
of  fome  grand  plot  againjt  the  nation. 

Thefe  itinerant  Commiffioners  were  alfo 
charged  to  proclaim,  wherever  they  went, 
the  political  equality  confecrated  by  the  Re- 
volution of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  by  virtue 
of  which  the  citizens  of  every  clafs,  parti- 
cularly the  pure  fans-culottes^  might  afpire 
not  only  to  a  concurrent  admiffion  to  all 
ofEces,  but  to  a  preference;  and  the  lefs 
ambitious,  to  an  equal  (hare  of  all  property. 

The  new  Minifters  loft  no  time  in  jufti- 
fying  the  confidence  of  the  Affembly,  by 
writing,  Jn  an  addrefs  to  their  agents  and 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  XXXI. 
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the  Conftituted  Authorities,  a  defence  of 
the  Revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and 
of  the  inftrudions  *  on  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  to  condudt  themfelves  in  the  new 
order  of  things,  juft  opened  under  the  auf- 
pices  of  cquality-f.  The  moft  remarkable 
of  thefe  official  papers  was  the  addrefs  of 
Rolland^  now  Minifter  of  the  Interior,  to 
the  Adminiftrative  Bodies  |.  This  foolifh 
old  man,  who  fully  believed  that  he  pof- 
fefled  all  the  Republican  virtues,  hecaufe  he 
abhorred  Kings  and  the  Monarchical  form 
of  Government,  becaufe  he  affeded  the 
coarfefl  iimplicity  in  his  drefs  and  in  his 
manner  of  wearing  his  hair,  and  becaufe 
he  was  neither  thief  nor  aflaffin,  was,  in 
fpite  of  all  his  wife's  ingenuity  aijd  caballing, 
nothing  more  than  an  enthufiaftic  fanatic  of 
the  Revolution,  and  a  Minifter  without 
means.  Recalled  with  acclamation  ta  the 
Miniftry,  through  the  intrigues  of  the  Gi- 
ronde  party,  finding  himfelf  again  with  his 
old  colleagues.  Clavier e.  and  Servan,  pro- 

♦  Appendix,  No.  XXXII. 

t  The  Diredories  of  Departments  who  Were  warm- 
eft  in  their  difapprobation  of  the  aoth  of  June,  were 
fufpended  from  their  funaions  by  the  Minifter  R$Uand. 

t  Appendix,  No.  XXXIII.  ^ 
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teded,  as  they  were,  by  the  majority  of 
the  Aflembly,  and  fupported  by  Petion  and 
Manuel  in  the  Municipality,  he  had  it  in 
his  power  to  play  the  chief  part  in  the  Re- 
volutionary Executive  Council ;  and  had  he 
been  capable  of  it,  none  of  the  other  Minif- 
ters  would  have  difputed  it  with  him :  but 
he,  as  well  as  they,  funk  into  nothing  under 
the  favage  energy  of  Danton,  one  of  whofe 
looks  was  enough  to  make  them  all  trem- 
ble, and  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  his  opinion. 
The  Refolutions  of  the  Jacobin  Club  be- 
came  alfo  more  violent  than  ever;  and  it 
was  in  the  ftate  of  things  we  have  been  juft 
contemplating,  that  they  formally  adopted 
Brutus  for  their  patron.  On  the  day  on 
which  the  buft  of  that  auftere  Republican 
was  carried  to  the  Hall  of  the  Club,  Manuel  ^ 
moved  the  inauguration  of  it  in  the  follow- 
ing tetms :  *•  It  is  here  that  we  are  to  pre- 
'*  pare  the  fall  of  Kings,  the  fait  of  Louis 
*'  the  Laji ;  here  then  fhould  be  placed  the 
**  image  of  that  great  man,  who  firft  mani- 
*^  fefted  the  defire  of  clearing  the  earth  of 
•*  Kings.  Think  that  if  a  Brutus  fhould 
**  be  found  in  the  National  Convention, 
•'  France  muft  be  favcd,  as  (he  will  no 
**  longer  have  Kings.     We  ought  all  then 

''  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Aug.  i79«J       FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  25f 

*•  to  fwear  it,  and  I  will  be  the  firfl;,  iotl 
•*  fwear  before  God  and  my  country,  that 
•*  in  whatever  poll  I  am  placed,  all  my 
*•  efforts  (hall  be  bent  on  the  important 
**  objed:  of  clearing  the  earth  of  that  peft 
M  called  Royalty.*'  This  oath  was  taken 
with  rapture  by  the  whole  Club,  and  it  was 
refolved  that  it  Ihould  be  taken  by  all  the 
affiliated  Clubs. 

Thefe.  proceedings  were  powerfully  fup* 
ported  by  the  terror  infpircd  by  the  Mar-^ 
feillois,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  retained 
at  Paris  only  to  be  fent  into  the  firft  Depart- 
ments that  ihould  appear  refradlory.  Lifts 
upon  lifts  were  alfo  made  at  this  time  of 
patriots 9  of  doubtful  citizeyis^  and  of  ^t^ 
ptEted  citizens.  The  dread  of  appearing  on 
the  fatal  lift  reduced  the  boldeft  to  iilence, 
and  greatly  increafed  emigration.  Pecuniary 
means  were  not  negledled :  none  could  be 
more  calculated  to  obtain  the  approbation  of 
the  multitude  for  the  convocation  of  a 
National  Convention,  than  that  of  paying 
the  Eledtors  well ;  and  the  Affembly  had 
accordingly  decreed,  that  thofe  who  ftiould 
be  obliged  to  go  from  home  ftiould  receive 
as  an  indemnity  twenty  fols  for  every  league, 
and  three  livres  a  day.     This  was  inviting 
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all  the  brigands  of  the  kiogdom  to  the  elec^ 
tions,  and  confequently  keeping  away  men 
of  property,  heads  of  families,  and  the  wor« 
thy  of  every  clafs;  and  by  this  too  was 
gained  the  double  obje<a  of  fecuring  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  in  the  Primary  Affemblies 
in  favour  of  the  Revolution  of  the  i  oth  of 
Auguft,  and  of  filling  the  National  Con- 
vention with  wretches  fufficiently  hardened  to 
dare  to  try  and  to  condemn  the  King.  Thefe 
combined  manoeuvres  produced  all  the  cffc& 
the  fadious  forefaw.  No  Department,  no 
Municipality  dared  to  make  the  flighteft 
remonflrance  againft  the  outrages  of  the 
loth  of  Auguft,  and  a  profufion  of  ad- 
drefles  were  fent  to  the  Affembly,  compli- 
menting them  on  the  wifdom  and  energy 
which  they  had  difplayed  on  this  occafipn. 

It  was  far  from  being  fo  eafy  to  fecure  the 
army;  and  the  Affembly  were  extremely 
uneafy  as  to  the  cfFeA  that  the  news  of  the 
King's  .  fufpcnfion  might  produce  on  it. 
Terror  could  not  be  employed  as  a  means 
with  foldiers  i  the  generals  and  officers  were 
althoft  all  attached  to  the  Conftitutional 
party.  M.  d^  la  Fayette ^  who  was  ftill 
the  hero  of  it^  might  with  more  vigour  re- 
cur  to  the  meafures  which  a  few  weeks  be- 
fore 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Au#.i792j        PREHCH    HEVOI.UTIQN.  2Sg 

fore  bad  manifefled  his  unalterable  attach- 
ment  to  the  Conftitution.     It  was  known, 
that  after  the  infurrecaion  of  the  20th  of 
June,  which  was  confined  to  infuhing  tha 
King,  he  could  have  marched  to  Paris  at 
the  head  of  his  army;  and  it  was  probable 
that  his  troops  would  be  flill  more  difpofed 
to  follow  him,  fhould  he  propofe  to  them 
to  puni(h  the  moft  ferious  crime  that  could 
be  committed  againft  the  King  and  againil 
the  Conftitution.     This  was  what  the  Af- 
fembly  had  moft  to  dread,  notwithftanding 
all  the  modes  of  feduditi?  and  diforganiza^ 
tion  that  they  bad  put  in  pra(aice  fince  the 
20th  of  June,  to  weaken  the  influence  of 
the  generals  over  their  arniies,  and  to  extin- 
guifli    the    zeal    and    Conftitutional   fpirit 
which  the  officers  exerted  themfelves  to  keep 
up  among   them.      Incendiary  pamphlets, 
profufely  difperfed  among  the  foldiers,  had 
been  preparing  them  for  the  Revolution  of 
the  loth  of  Auguft;  and  the  Affeipbly  loft 
no  time  in  making  it  their  intereft  to  fupport 
it,  by  declaring  the  very  next  day,  that  for  # 
the  future  the  officers  fliould  be  appointed  by 
the  foldiers*. 

•  The  Minifter  Servan  obtained  a  reptal  of  tWs  de- 
cree, againft  which  the  foldiers  themfelves  protefted. 

S  2  M.de 
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M.  de  la  Fayette^  Commander  in  Chief 

uf  the  army  of  the  North,  had  juft  unfuc- 

cefsfully  attempted,  in  concert  with  General 

Luckner^  the  invafion  of  Brabant,  and  they 

had  both  afterwards  precipitately  marched 

to  thofe  points  of  the  frontiers  that  were 

threatened  by  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.     M. 

drla  Fayette  went  to  Sedan  to  put  himfelf 

at  the  head  of  that  part  of  his  army  called 

^    the  army  of  Ardennes,  and  the  command 

of  the   army  of    Flanders  was    given    to 

General  Arthur  Dillon^  under  whom  were 

JDumourier  and  Beumonville.    This  army, 

the  divifions  of  which  were  at  Maubeuge, 

Pont-fur-Sambre,  and  the  camp  of  Maulde, 

fcarccly  amounted  to  twenty  thoufand  effedl- 

ive  men. 

As  foon  as  General  Dillon  was  informed 
of  the  events   of  the   loth   of  Auguft,  he 
iffued  the  following  order  in  his  camp,  dated 
^  the  13th : 

**  Great  Und  difaftrous  event§  have  taken 
*^  place  in  Paris.  General  ^Arthur  Dillon^ 
•*  Commander  in  Chief  on  the  Northern 
**  frontier,  cannot  communicate  them  to  the 
**  army  before  he  receives  information  oflSi- 
*•  cially,  or  in  an  authentic  manner  ;  but  it 
•*  is  faid  that  tha  Conftitution  has  been  vio- 

••  latcd : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Aua.l792j  FRBHCH   DEVOLUTION.  26 1 

^'  lated:  whoever  they  arc  that  have  perjured 
••  themfelves,  they  are  the  enemies  of 
"  French  liberty.  The  General  takes  this 
*•  perilous  occafion  to  renew  his  oath  of 
•*  fliedding  his  blood  to  the  laft  drop  in 
••  fupport  of  "^  the  integrity  of  the  Conftitu- 
**  tion  of  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  the 
*•  Conftituent  National  Affembly  in  the 
••  years  1789,  1790,  and  1 791 /and  to  be 
•*  in  every  refped:  faithful  to  the  nafion, 
*•  the  law,  and  the  King/* 

This  was  all  that  could  be  expeAed  at 
that  moment  of  a  Conftitutional  General, 
fincerely  attached  to  the  King;  and  certainly 
General  Dillon  was  in  that  clafs.  Unfortu- 
nately he  found  his  army,  and  the  General 
Officers  under  his  command,  little  difpofed 
to  fupport  his  opinion.  Dumouricr,  who 
at  the  bottom  was  not  more  a  Republican 
than  a  Conftitutionalift  or  a  Royalift,  and 
who  never  adopted  any  principle,  opinion, 
or  refolution,  but  fuch  as  his  inordinate 
ambition  fuggefted,  had  very  foon  concluded, 
that  independently  of  the  riflts  he  fliould 
run  by  joining  the  Conftitutional  party,  at  a 
moment  when  the  Aflembly,  the  Jacobins, 
and  the  popuface,  were  againft  the  Confti- 
tution,  he  flxould  at  moft  play  but  third 
S3  to 
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to  Generals  La  Fayette  and  Dillon^  to  whom 
he  thought  himfelf,  with  fbnie  degree  of 
reafon,  very  fuperior  in  military  talents ; 
vvliereas  by  being  the  firft  to  declare  himfelf 
in  favour  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  by 
leading  the  troops,  by  his  example,  to  de- 
vote thcmfelvcs  to  the  ftwftion  who  had  tri- 
umphed, he  was  almoft  fare  not  only  of 
rendering  all  the  eflbrts  of  the  Conftitutional- 
Genarals  abortive,  but  alfo  of  obtaining  the 
choice  of  the  chief  commartd  of  one  of  the 
grand  armies ;  he  therefore  did  not  hefitate  to 
give  the  moft  hc»iourable  welcome  to  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Aifembly,  and  to  take 
the  new  oath  they  propofed  to  him*.    Lwi- 

%er 

*  On  this  occafion  he  wrote  the  following  letter, 
dated  Au^ft  14,  to  his  friend  Genfonni:  "  Dillon  has 
<*  juR  ruined  himfelf  by  a  declaration  of  Royalifm, 
*}  which  he  has  pub^ifhed  in  the  orders  at  his  camp  near 
<<  Pont-fur-Sanabre,  and  which  he  dire^d  tneto  infcrt 
**  in  mine:  I  have  difobeyed  him  pofitively,  and  have 
^*  tranfmitted  thefe  papers  to  the  CommiiEonersof  the 
"  Affembly,  who  are  juft  arrived  in  the  array,  and 
<*  whom  I  eJtpeS  to-morrow  in  the  camp.  I  hope  at 
**  length  to  be  able  to  render  importaol  fervices  to  the 
,",  caufe  of  the  ibvereignty  and  liberty  of  the  Frewrh 
^*  people.  I  will  exert  myfelf  to  the  utnK>ft  jof  my 
**  power  for  this^   as  well  ;^s  to*  reftore  the  Belgic 

^«  liberty." 
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ncr  fwoK  whatever  he  was  defircd.     This 
example  was  followed  by  moft  of  the  Gene- 
rals^ 

"  liberty."  His  correfpondencc  with  the  Aflembly 
is  equally  remarkable,  as  appears  by  the  following 
papers: 

**  Camp  of  Maulde^  Augujl  14,  1792, 
"  of  Liberty^  Year  4/A. 

"  Mr.  Prefidcnt, 

*'  I  have  the  honour  of  fending  to  you  and  to  the 
"  Minifter  of  War,  copies  of  my  letter  to  Gener^. 
"  Arthur  Dillon.  The  ftate  of  things  is  too  important 
*^  to  admit  of  evafions  and  cautions.  The  fovereign 
**  nation  ought  to  be  aflured  of  our  principles,  opi- 
^*  nions,  obedience,  and  zeal  in  carrying  on  the  war 
**  with  vigour. 

*'  I  beg,  Mr.  Prefident,  that  you  will  aflure  the 
**  National  Aflembly  that  it  is  my  determination  to  die 
'*  glorioufly  at  my  poft,  or  by  viftories  and  firm  fidelity 
•*  concur  in  faying  the  country," 

*<  ExtraSf  of  the  Letter  written  to  General  Afthur  Dillon 
"  by  Lieut.  General  Dumourier. 

'*  In  feveral  of  your  letters,  my  dear  General,  you 
<*  call  upon  my  loyalty.  The  difficult  and  painful  ci;-. 
**  cumftanccsin  which  we  are  placed,  the  neceflity  of 
**  aAing  together,  and  on  the  fame  principles,  to  extri* 
.  **  catc  ourfelves,  the  fafety  of  the  country,  the  obedi- 
**  cnce  we  owe  to  the  fovereign,  that  is,  the  French 
**  people,  the  ncccffity  of  juftifying  the  confidence. 
«  plgced  in  us  by  jtbc  apppiixtmeixt  io  the  command  of 

S  4  ?•  this 
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rals,  and  even  by  M.  de  MontefquioUf 
who  a  few  weeks  before  had  affirmed,  that 
if  the  King's  depofition  were  decreed,  there 
would  not  remain  either  an  officer  or  a  fol- 
dier  in  the  army  *, 

U.dc 

**  this  frontier,  all  thefe  motives  uniting  with  the 
<<  warmth  of  my  patriotifm,  really  oblige  me  to  be 
'»  free  and  open  with  you. 

"  I^is  time  to  unite  all  your  means;  you  can  no 
^*  longer  divide  them  without  injuring  the  public  Weal, 
**  and  giving  grounds  for  a  fufpicion  that  your  plan  of 
^*  dividing  is  fimilar  to  La  Fayette's  odd  cantons,  and 
**  but  the  execution  of  a  plan  of  inadion,  which,  by 
<♦  rendering  you  weaker  every  where,  affords  the  Auf- 
<*  trians  the  opportunity  of  choofing  ihcir  point  of  at- 
<*  tack,  and  of  enfuring  it  fuccefs. 
'  **  To  thefe  difpofitions  of  our  armies,  whether  trea* 
**  cherous  or  unflcilful,  added  to  the  plots  of  the  en^- 
*'  mies  of  our  liberty,  is  owing  the  terrible  crifis  of 
•<  the  loth  of  Auguft,  which  was  to  be  expeded  from 
**  a  nation,  deceived,  betrayed,  and  provoked  to  cx- 
♦*  tremities, 

<*  Once  thoroughly  affured  of  your  opinion,  and  very 
<<  certain  of  making  a  campaign  with  you  ufeful  to 
**  the  country,  and  probably  glorious,  you  may  depend 
<•  upon  me  for  loyalty  and  faithful  afliftance." 
,  The  ^(Tepfibly,  enraptured  with  thefe  letters,  ordered 
them  tQ  be  printed  and  fent  to  the  83' Departments,  and 
charged  the  Prefident  to  write  a  letter  to  Dumourier, 
cxprefling  their  fatisfaftion,     '    • 

*  The  Count  d'Harambure,  inftead  of  ufing  the  new 
fprm^  openly  repeated  his  oaih  of  fidelity  to  the  nation^ 
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M.  de  la  Fayette  was  the  only  one  of  all 

the  Generals  who  dared  to  atteynpt  realizing 

in   his    army   what    M.  de    Montefquiou 

had  afferted;    but  unfortunately   it  was  no 

longer  time;    and    what  he   might    have 

done    after  the  outrages'   of   the   20th  of 

June,  he  had  no  power  to  accomplifti  after 

thofe  of  the  1  oth  of  Auguft :  fo  true  is  it    . 

that  the  greateft  fault  that  can  be  committed 

by  the  head  of  a  party  in  a  Revolution,  is 

that  of  delaying  to  take  advantage  of  an 

important  fuccefs  when  he  is  fure  of  it,  and 

by  that  delay  leaving  it  to  all  the  hazards  of 

the  future.     It  was  very  juftly  faid  by  the 

Cardinal  de  Retz,  that  **  there  is  nothing 

**  in  the  world  but  what  has  its  decifivc 

*'  moment;  and  it  is  the  perfedlion  of  con* 

**  dudt  to  know  and  to  feize  that  moment : 

'*  he  that  miffes  it,  and  particularly  in  the 

**  revolutions  of  States,  runs  the  hazard  of  not 

•*  meeting  with  it  again,  or  of  not  perceiving 

♦•  it.^'     But  if  M.  de  la  Fayette  has  more 

than  once  given  occafion  for  this  cenfure,  at 

leaft  he  does  not  deferve  that  of  not  having 

"  ^hilaw,  and  the  King.  The  Commiffioncrs  laughed 
at  the  midake,  and  the  Aflfembly  afcribcd  it  to  the  fim- 
plicity  or  dotage  of  the  old  General. 

done 
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done  on  this  occafion  all  in  his  power  to 
cnifh  the  Revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft; 
and  the  more  precife  I  have  been  in  expofing 
the  faults  of  this  Conftitutional  General, 
the  more  incumbent  is  it  upon  me  to  be  fo 
too  in  relating  thofe  parts  of  his  condud 
which  redound  to  his  hcxiouf  • 

y[.  de  la  Fayette  was  no  fooner  infornaed 
of  what  had  paffed  at  Paris,  than  he  afTem* 
bled  the  Admiuillrative  Bodies  of  the  De- 
partment of  Ardennes,  conferred  with  them, 
and  prevailed  upon  them  to  refolve,  on  his 
demand  and  on  his  refponfibiUty,  to  arrcft 
the  Commiffioners  coming  from  the  Affcm- 
bly ;  and  in  confequence  addrefled  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  Municipality  of  Sedan  on 
the  13th  of  Auguft. 

"  Commiffioners  are  coming  from  the 
'^  National  Affembly  to  preach  aa  unconfli*. 
^*  tutional  dodtrine  to  the  army.  It  is  evi- 
dent to  every  candid  man,  that  on  the 
loth  of  Auguft,  the  period  of  the  Kj«g*fi 
fufpenfion,  the  National  Affembly  adcd 
lander  compulfion,  and  that  the  Meynbecs 
who  have  accepted  this  miffion  can  only 
^  the  leaders  or  the  inftrunicnts  of  the 
facSlion,  who  have  thus  enflaved  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  and  the  King. 

"  I  re- 
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^'  I  require  of  the  Municipality  of  Sedan, 
•'  according  to  the  law  refpedting  war,  and 
**  on  my  fole  and  perfonal  refponfibili ty,  to 
*•  detain  the  perfons  calling  thenafelves 
"  Commiffioners  of  the  National  Aflembly, 
**  and  to  put  them  in  a  place  of  fafety,  un- 
**  dcr  the  guard  of  a  fuperior  officer,  who 
**  alfo,  on  my  fole  and  perfonal  refponfi- 
^*  bility,  (hall  execute  this  order,  which  he 
•«  cannot  refufe  to  obey,  without  being 
**  immediately  brought  to  a  court  martial. 

*'  I  have  alfo  to  call  upon  the  Conftituted 
**  Authorities  of  the  Department,  in  virtue 
*•  of  the  fame  laws,  to  approve  thefe  mca- 
*•  fures;  and  I  (hall  addrefs  the  fame  de- 
*•  mand  to  the  Court  of  Juftice  of  the  Dif- 
"  trid  of  Sedan,  and  to  the  different  E>e- 
**  partments  in  which  the  troops  I  command 
'*  are  ftationed. 

••  This  letter  being  lodged  at  the  Munici- 
••  pality,  will  ferve  as  a  voucher,  to  (how  that 
••  neither  the  Commune  of  Sedan,  nor  the 
*^  National  guard  placed  by  the  law  under  my 
**  command,  nor  the  army,  whether  volon- 
"  teers  or  troops  of  the  line,  and  particularly 
*'  M.  Sicard,  Colonel  of  the  43d  Regiment, 
'*  wlwm  I  intend  for  this  duty,  nor  the 
'*  Adrainiibative  and  Judicial  Bodies  who 

♦'  may 
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**  may  concur  in  the  arreft  of  the  Commif- 
**  fioners,  are  fubje<3:  to  any  refponfibility ; 
•^  and  that  it  is  I,  who  faithful  to  my  oaths, 
**  to  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of 
*'  -Rights,  to  the  Conilitution  decreed  by 
**  the  fovereign  will  of  the  nation,  that  it  is 
**  I  alone  who  require,  as  I  have  a  right  to 
**  do,  all  fuch  meafures  as  conflitute  refift- 
•*  ance  to  oppreffion,  the  firft  duty  of  free 
*•  fouls/' 

Signed,     '•  La  Fayette." 

At  the  fame  time  a  great  number  of  the 
copies  of  an  addrefs  to  the  battalions  of  the 
line  and  of  the  National  guards  was  fpread 
through  the  camp,  where  it  produced  a  good 
cfieft.     It  was  as  follows : 

•r  Citizen  foldiers  !  The  Conftitution 
**  which  you  fwore  to  maintain,  no  longer 
*'  exifls.  The  Marfeillois  and  a  troop  of 
**  feditious  people  have  attacked  the  Palace 
•'  of  the  Thuilleries:  the  National  and 
**  Swifs  guards  made  a  vigorous  refiftance, 
'*  but  their  ammunition  failing,  they  were 
''  obliged  to  furrender.  The  Swifs  have 
''  been  maffacred.  The  King,  Queen,  and 
**  all  the  Royal  Family  fled  to  the  National 
*«  Affembly,  whom,  the  feditious,  prefent- 

"  ing 
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*'  ing  themfelves  with  fire  and  fword,  have 
*'  compelled  to  decree  the  fufpenfion  of  the- 
**  King;  and  this  the  Affembly  have  done 
"  to  fave  his  life.  Citizens,  you  have  no 
**  longer  any  Reprefentatives ;  the  National 
**  Affembly  are  enflaved  ;  your  armies  have 
^'  loft  their  chief,  Petion  reigns ;  the  lavage 
**  Danton  and  his  fatellites  are  matters. 
••  Now,  foldiers,  choofe:  do  you  wifli  to 
"  re-eftabli(h  the  inheritor  of  the  Crown 
•*  upon  the  Throne,  or  will  you  have  Petion 
•'  for  King  V 

The  whole  army  appeared  extremely  ex- 
afperated  at  thefe  outrages :  and  if  at  that 
moment,  which  it  was  fo  important  to  have 
feized,  M.  de  la  Fayette  had  fliown  himfelf 
"at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  made  one  of 
thofe  magnanimous  fpeeches  with  which  a 
fkilful  General,  pofleffed  of  the  confidence 
of  his  foldiers,  is  always  fure  to  lead  them 
after  him,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  he 
would  have  determined  his  army  to  march 
immediately  to  deliver  the  King  and  National 
Affembly.     A  few  fimple  precautions  might 

*  Thcfc  particulars  were  officially  confirmed  In  the 
orders  ^ven  by  M.  de  la  Fayette  on  the  fame  day.  Sec 
Appendix,  No.  XXXIV, 

have 
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have  enfured  the  fucccfs  of  this  vigorous 
determination,  which ^  beiides,  whatever  had 
been  its  iffue,  would  have  loaded  M.  de  la 
Fayette  with  glory.  Certainly  neither  Luck^ 
tier  nor  Dillon  would  have  hefitated  to  fol- 
low his  example,  had  he  defired  it  of  them ; 
and  Dumourier  himfelf,  on  hearing  that  all 
thefe  forces  were  marching  to  Paris,  and 
receiving  an  order  to  join  them,  on  pain 
of  being  immediately  brought  to  a  Court- 
martial,  would  have  been  influenced  even  by 
his  ambition  to  obey.  The  Duke  of  Brunf- 
mck,  informed  by  M.  de  la  Fayette  of  the 
reafons  for  his  departure,  would  have  con* 
fentcd,  without  the.leaft  difficulty,  to  fuf- 
pend  all  hoftility  till  his  return;  and  proper 
fteps  being  taken  to  cut  off  all  communica-* 
^»  tion  with  Paris,  which  might  eafily  have 

been  done,  the  armie^  would  have  arrived 
there  in  a  fortnight  at  fartheft  without  being 
cxpedled :  in  a  few  hours  the  rebels,  the 
Jacobins,  the  faftious,  would  have  been  all 
reduced  or  exterminated,  and  the  King  re- 
eftabliftied  on  his  Throne,  with  all  the 
plcafing  confequences  which  it  may  be  inia- 
gined  would  have  flowed  from  fuch  an 
event.    This  is  what  M.  de  la  Fayette  might 

have 
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have  attempted  conjlitutionally :  now  let  us 
fee  what  he  did  do* 

The  Commiffioners  of  the  Aflembly, 
three  in  number,  , arrived  at  Sedan  on  the 
14th  of  Auguft,  accompanied  by  their  Se- 
cretary, They  werediredlly  conduced  to 
the  Common  Hall,  where,  after  interro- 
gating them,  and  examining  their  powers 
and  pafTports,  the  Municipality  entered  into 
the  following  refolution:  **  The  Munici- 
**  pality,  confidering  that  at  the  time  when 
*'  the  faid  Powers  were  conferred,  the  Na* 
**  tional  Affembly,  bcfet  by  the  horde  of 
^*  fadious  peifons  who  filled  the  Capital 
•*  with  blood  and  carnage,  could  not  have 
**  ai^ed  at  liberty,  and  that  it  could  only 
•*  have  been  to  avoid  greater  crimes  that 
**  they  confented  to  the  decree  for  fufpcnd* 
**  ing  the  King,  a  decree  which  violated 
•*  the  Conftitution  in  the  moft  outrageous 
**  manner— a  decree,  or  rather  monftrous 
'•  aft,  which  they  muft  feel  it  their  duty  to 
*•  revQke  the  moment  that  their  oppreffors 
^*  Ihall  leave  them  free;  confidering  that' 
•*  all  ads  pafled  by  them,  or  that  fhall  be 
•*  pafled  by  them  while  under  the  influence 
*•  of  the  aflaflin's  knife,  muft  in  like  man- 
**  ner  be  deemed  null;  confidering  that  if 

•*thc 
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**  the  pretended  Commiffioners  were  Dcpu- 
*•  tie^,  as  they  call  themfelves,  they  would 
*«  not  have  accepted  a  miffion  deftrudive 
*'  to  the  Conftitution,  and  of  which  the 
**  objeft  was  to  deceive  ^he  people,  excite 
•*  mutiny  in  the  army,  and  remove  from  it 
**  the  excellent  Generals  who  command 
**  it,  that  of  courfe  they  can  only  be  re- 
**  garded  as  emiflkries  of  the  fadion  who 
*♦  havcufurped  the  powers  exprefsly  dele- 
•*  gated  by  the  National  fovereignty;  con- 
"  (idering,  laftly,  that  the  King  and  his 
•'  auguft  family,  as  well  as  all  the  Deputies 
•*  faithful  to  their  duty,  are  ftill  in  the 
**  power  of  the  fa(5Hous,  resolve  that  the 
•*  pretended  Commiffioners  ^  (hall  be  put 
**  provifionally  under  arreft,  with  a  good 
"  and  fure  guard,  and  (hall  in  that  (late  re- 
"  main  as  hoftages^  until  it  (hall  appear 
••  evident  that  the'  National  AflTembly  and 
**  the  King  are  free,  and  have  nothing  more 
•*  to  fear  from  their  oppre(rors.** 

The  very  next  day  the  army,  whofe  anger 
had  been  allowed  to  cool,  appeared  di(ratis- 
(ied  at  the  Commiffioners  being  arretted; 
and  tumultuous  groups,  chiefly  compofed  of 
the  Members  of  the  Club  of  Sed^n,  ga- 
thered about  the  houfe  in  which  they  /  were 
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confined.  A  report  was  fpread  that  Du^ 
mourier^  after  taking  the  n6w  oath,  and 
adminiftering  it  to  his  army,  had  gone  to 
Valenciennes  to  concert  with  the  Commif- 
fioncrs  who  had  been  fcnt  thither,  on  march- 
ing to  deliver  their  colleaguds :  he  was  ima- 
gined already  in  fight  at  the  head  of  his 
army.  This  was  enough  to  ftrike  terror 
through  that  of  M.  de  la  Fayette ;  the  regi- 
ments all  rcfufed  to  renew  their  former  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the 
King,  in  fpite  of  every  thing  that  Alexander 
de  Lameth  could  urge  or  promife  to  induce 
them  to  do  it.  M.  de  la  Fayette  finding 
that  he  was  deferted,  and  deprived  of  every 
means  of  faving  the  Conftitution,  now 
only  thought  of  faving  himfelf  and  his 
friends.  He  quitted  the  kingdom  by  the 
foreft  of  Bouillon,  in  the  evening  of  the 
19th  of  Auguft,  accompanied  by  M.  M. 
Bureau  de  Puzy,  Alexander  Lameth,  La 
Tour  Maubourgt  their  Aid-de-camps,  and 
his  own,  to  the  number  of  nineteen,  leaving 
the  following  letter  for  the  Municipal  Ofii- 
cers  of  Sedan : 

**  Gentlemen,  if  the  laft  drop  of  my 
*'  blood  could  be  of  fervicc  to  the  Cohi- 
*'  mune  of  Sedan,  they  have  a  right  to  the 

Part  11.  Vol.  II.  T  -facri- 
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•*  facrifice  of  it,  and  it  would  be  lefs  pain-» 
«*  fill  to  me  than  that  I  am  making : 
••but  when  I  forcfec,  for  rcafons  which 
•*  cannot  efcape  you,  that  my  being  with 
"  you  would  in  a  few  days  fcrve  only  to 
••  involve  you,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to 
••  avert  from  the  town  of  Sedan  misfortunes 
**  of  which  I  fliould  be  the  caufe ;  and  I 
••  think  the  beft  fervice  I  can  render  it,  is 
1^  '*  to  remove  a  head  which  all  the  enemies 

<•*',#      ••of  liberty  have  profcribed,  which  fliall 
f'-'  ••  never  bend  beneath  any  defpotifm,   and 

**  which,  opprcffed  with  grief  at  no  longer 
••  having  the  power  for  the  prefent  of  being 
'*  ufeful  to  its  country,  finds  no  confolation 
•*  but  in  praying  that  the  facred  caufe  of 
••  liberty  and  equality,  whofe  facred  names 
••  profaned,  if  that  can  be,  by  the  'crimes  of 
^*  a  fadlion,  may  not  long  at  leaft  remain 
•*  fubjedted ;  and  in  repeating  his  oath  to  ^ 
**  Commune  truly  patriotic,  of  being  faith- 
••  ful  to  the  principles  which  have  animated 
''  his  whole  life.*' 

The  errors  in   the   ftyie    of  this   letter 

proved  the  hurry  in  which  it  was  written* 

Hence  the  friends  of  M.  d€in  Fayette  have 

argued  to  juitify  him  for  having  made  no 

•  mention  in  it  of  the  Shocking  fituation  ©f 
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the  Royal  Family,  at  which  he  ought  to 
have  been  more  afife£ted  than  at  the  dangers 
of  that  liberty  and  chimerical  equality 
which,  in  fpite  of  the  Conftitution,  had  in 
France,  till  the  Revolution  of  the  joth  of 
Auguft,becn  nothing  more  than  words  with- 
out meaning,  ufcd  as  the  rallying  cry  of  the 
Republican  incendiaries  and  regicides. 

The  flying  Generals  and  Officers  had 
fcarcely  paflcd  the  frontiers,  when  they  met 
a  detachment  of  Limburg  Volunteers,  Count 
d^Harnoncvurt,  who  had  the  command  of 
it,  feeing  the  National  cockade  in  the  hats 
of  thoCb  Gentlemen,  ordered  them  to  be 
flopped.  They  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
difarmed  without  the  legft  refiftance.  M. 
de  la  Fayette^  on  being  queftioncd  as  to  his 
de/igns,  anfwered,  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  pafs  behind  the  Auftrian  army,  in  order  to 
proceed  to  Maeftricht,  and  thence  to  Holland 
and  England,  where  he  (hould  embark  for 
America.  Count  d'Harnoncourt  made  them 
take  the  National  cockades  out  of  their  hats, 
And  fent  M*  M.  de  la  Fayette,  Bureau  de  Puzy^^ 
Latour  Maubourg,  and  Alexander  Lameth 
to  Luxemburg;  where  they  were  put  into 
prifon.  They  were  afterwards  removed,  ^.* 
firft  to  Wefcl,  then  to  Magdeburg,  and  laftly 

T2  to    '^^  A 
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to  Olmutz,  The  inferior  officers  who  were 
with  them  not  having  been,  as  they  had. 
Members  of  the  Firft  Aflembly,  were  fet  at 
liberty. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  and  his  three  Conftitu- 
tional  companions  were  no  fooner  taken, 
than  they  were  impolitic  enough  jto  remon- 
ftrate  againft  their  detention,  in  a  declaration 
which  could  not  but  injure  them  with  the 
Powers  at  whofe  mercy  they  were.  This 
declaration  was  another  aft  of  afFeftion  not 
only  for  the  Conftitution,  but  for  the  Revo- 
lution ;  it  was  drawn  up  in  thefe  words  : 

**  The  underfigned  French  citizens  torn  ^ 
**  by.  an  imperious  concurrence  of  cxtraor- 
•*  dipary  circumftances,  from  the  happinefs 
**  of  promoting,  as  they  have  never  failed 
**  to  do,  the  liberty  of  their  country;  be- 
•*  ing  no  longer  able  to  refiil  the  violations 
*^  of  the  Conftitution  which  the  national 
•*  will  had  eftablifhed  in  it,  declare  that 
**  they  cannot  be  confidered  as  military  ene- 
**  mies,  having  renounced  their  commiffions 
'**  in  the  French  army;  and  ftilL  lefs  as 
•*  belonging  to  that  clafs  of  their  country- 
**  men  whom  ititercfts,  fentiments,  and  opi- 
V  '  ^  **  nions  diredly  contrary  to  theirs,  have 
•'  induced  to  connedl  themfelves  with  the 

**  Powers 
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*'  Powers  at  war  W4th  France;  but  as 
*'  ftrangers  demanding  a  free  paflage,  to 
*^'  which  they  are  entitled  by  the  law  of 
•*  nations,  and  of  which  they  wifh  to  proiit, 
•*  to  go  with  all  due  fpecd  to  a  country,  the 
**  government  of  which  fs  not  at  ptefent  at 
**  war  with  France." 

Although  this  declaration  could  not  but 
leflen  the  merit,  already  little  enough,  of 
the  refiftance  which  thefe  officers  had  en- 
deavoured to  make  againft  the  Revolution  of 
the  loth  of  Augufl,  it  has  been  faid  thai 
their  detention,  which  in  fome  refpcdls 
might  be  juft,  was  both  irregular  and  im- 
politic. This  queftion  is  of  no  moment 
now  that  thofe  citizens,  after  obtaining  their 
liberty,  and  being  confidered  as  vidims  of 
the  defpotifm  of  the  Foreign  Powers,  are 
known  to  have  experienced  fewer  obftacles 
to  their  return  to  France^  and  admiflion  to 
their  property,  than  the  far  more  interefting 
vidlims  of  the  defpotifm  of  Robefpierre!  I 
(hall  only  obferve,  that  at  a  time  when  it  was 
more  material  than  ever  to  unite  the  Confti- 
tutionalifts  with  the  Royalifts  againft  the 
Republican  party,  it  is  poffible  that  the  ex- 
ample of  M.  de  la  Fayette*s  being  unpuniftied 
when  he  was  guilty,  and  punilhed  when  his 
T  3  condudl 
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conduft  merited  fome  praife,  may  haVc  been 
more  prejudicial  than  ufeful*. 

While  thcfc  fcenes  were  paffing  at  Sedan 
and  on  the  frontier,  the  Aflembljr  being  in- 
foitned  of  the  defedtion  o(  M.  de  la  Fayette 
took  from  him  the  command  of  the  army 
of  the  North  and  beftowed  it  upon  Du* 
mourier,  as  a  reward  for  his  fidelity,  or 
rather  for  his  perjuryt*.  General  Dillon 
was  at  the  fame  time  puniflied  for  his  Con- 
ftitutional  fcruples  by  the  mortfficati(>n  of 
ferving  under  the  man  whom,  two  days 
irefore,  he  c6mmanded;  and  his  head,  which 
Was  much  worfe  thahMs-hekrt,  was  fo  be- 
wildfered,  tliat  he  fubmitted  to  the  difgracc 
of  ferving,  in  tjie  rank  of  Lieutenaint- 
Geheral,  which  the  King  'had  jun  conftfrred 
upon  him,  the  execrable  fatSlion,  who,  after 
having  long  made  ^Louis  XVI  •  fufFer  the 
moft  (hocking  outrages,  had  s£t  laft  dethroned 
him,  arid  fent  him  and  all  his  family  to 
a  prifon. 

*  A  decree'fdr  his  impeacHment  was  pafled  on  the 
1  jth  of  Aiigiift. 

t  See  the  letter  of  thanks  written  by  Dumourier  to 

the  Affembly,  Appendix,  No.  XXXV. 

The 
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The  Commiflioncrs  arrefted  at  Sedan  wcrf 
fet  at  liberty  foon  after  M,  de  la  Fayette 
went  away,  and  his  army  took, the  new 
oath  without  the  flighted  objediop.  Thf 
Aflembly's  fears  as  to  the  fidelity  of  the  foU 
dicrs  being  thus  removed,  they  empowered 
their  Commiflioners  to  dire^  in  concert  with 
the  Generals,  and  particularly  with  J)imou- 
Tier,  the  motions  of  the  different  armies,  while 
they  themfelves,  terrified  and  enflavcd  by  the 
criminal  inftigators  of  th^  horrors  of  the  loth 
of  Auguft,  favoured  or  partook  in  new  crimes 
to  cement  the  power  of  both.  They  decreed 
the  abolition  of  all  clerical  and  monaf^ic 
drefles ;  the  lettiog  upon  leafe  for  rent  the 
cftates  of  the  Emigrants,  divided  into  fm^ll 
poartions  of  two/  three,  and  four  acres,  that 
die  poor  might  be  able  to  enter  upon  them 
wtthojut  paying  money  down;  and  many 
fimilar  aifts.  They  were  every  inftant  wor- 
ried, and  often  abufed^  by  ithe  deputations 
of  the  Comnuine,  who  almoft  ^ways  re- 
quired thai  the  decrees  which  they  were 
charged  to  demand  fliould  be  iromedJAtely 
pafled.  I  will  adduce  a  fingle  inilance,  to 
give  an  idea  (Of  tjhc  tone  afliimed  by  this 
Commune  towajpds  ithfi  Affepcibly.  It  had 
been  decreed,  tliat  the  Swifs  who  had  ,ef- 
T  4  caped 
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capcd  the  maflacres*  of  the  loth  of  Auguft 
Ihould  be  tried  by  a  Court- Martial.  The 
Brigands  and  Federates,  ftill  thirfting  for 
blood,  called  loudly  for  the  trial,  or  rather 
execution  of  thofe  brave  foldiers.  The  de- 
mand was  laid  before  the  Aflembly  by  two 
different  deputations  of  the  Commune  in  the 
fame  morning:  the  fpeakcr  of  the  fecond 
•exprcfled  himfelf  in  thefe  terms:  **  The 
**  Council-General  have  deputed  us  to  de- 
•*  mand  of  you  the  decree  for  the  Court- 
•'  Martial ;  if  it  is  not  yet  pafFed,  we  are 
•*  inftrudled  to  wait  for  it.**  A  Member 
of  the  Aflembly  obferved,  that  thefe  Com- 
rriiflioners  ought  to  be  more  circumfpe<5t 
in  their  language,  and  to  remember  that 
they  were  fpeaking  to  the  Reprefentatives  of 
a  great  nation  :  but  none  of  his  colleagues 
dared  to  fupport  his  obfervation,  and  the 
Aflembly  decreed,  without  any  difcuflion, 
that  this  affair  fhould  be  fent  before  the 
ufual  C6urts,  and  that  the  Sections  of  Paris 
ihould  be  authorized  to  appoint  each  two 
Juries  for  accufing,  and  two  Juries  for  trying 
the  men. 

This    decree    did    not    prorpife  vidtims 

enough  to  the  fury  of  the  people  ;  the  Com- 

.  munc  was  not  fatisficd  with  it,  and  Robef- 
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pierrCj  the  ufual  fpeaker  of  thcfe  mcflages, 
appeared  the  fame  day  at  the  head  of  a  new 
dejJutation  at  the  Bar  of  the  Aflembly,  to 
whom  he  addrefled  remonftrances  which 
fliowed  but  too  clearly  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pefted  from  that  execrable^  monfter,  if  it 
ihould  ever  be  in  his  power  to  difplay  the 
ferocity  of  his  charader.  *'  The  juft  ven- 
**  geance  of  the  people/*  faid  he,  **  has  not 
•  *  yet  been  fatisfied  fince  the  i  oth  of  Auguft : 
**  fome-  infurmountable  obftacles  which 
*'  I  cannot  comprehend  feem  to  prevent  it. 
"  The  decree  you  have  pafled  we  think  in- 
**  fufficient,  and,  paufing  at  the  preamble, 
**  I  find  that  it  does  not  contain,  that  it  does 
**  not  explain  fhe  nature  and  extent  of  the 
**  crimes  to  be  puniflied  by  the  people;  it 
*'  fpeaks  only  of  the  crimes  committed  on 
**  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  that  limits  the 
**  vengeance  of  the  people  too  narrowly,  for 
**  thofe  crimes  go  much  higher.  The  moft 
**  guilty  of  the  confpirators  did  not  appear 
**  on  the  loth,  and  according  to  your  decree 
**  it  would  be  impoffible  to  punifti  them. 
•*  Thofe  men  who  put  on  the  ma(k  of  patrio- 
**  tifm  to  dcftroy  patriotifm ;  thofe  men  that 
*'  afFedled  to  fpeak  the  language  of  the  laws, 
**  to  fubvert  all  the  l^ws;  that  La  Fayette^ 
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**  who  was  not  perhaps  at  Paris,  but  who 
**  might  be  there;  all  thcfe  then  would  efcape 
**  the  National  vengeance !  Let  us  no  longer 
•*  confound  times,  let  us  fee  principles,  let 
•*  lis  fee  public  neceflity,  let  us  fee  the  ef- 
»»  forts  which  the  people  have  made  to  be 
*•  free.  The  people  ftiould  have  a  Govem- 
**  tnent  worthy  of  them ;  they  fhould  haVe 
*•  new  judges  created  for  the  times ;  for  if 
"  again  you  give  them  their  former  Judges, 
*^  you  will  re^^ftablifh  prevaricating  Judges, 
**  and  we  fhall  run  back  to  the  chaos  which 
'•«  had  nearly  ruined  the  nation.  The  peo- 
**  pie  place  their  confidence  in  you;  pre- 
^*  fcrve  it,  and  do  not  lofc  the  glory  of 
*'  faving  liberty,  to  prdong  unprofitafbly  for 
**  yourfclves,  at  the  expcnce  of  equality, 
"  atid  in  contempt  •of  juftioe,  aftateof  pride 
**  and  iniquity.  Theft0ple  rejh^  hut  they 
^  are  not  ajkep.  They  would  have  the 
*'  guilty  punrfhed ; — they  are  in  tiie  right. 
^*  Ymi 'Ought  no/t  to  give  them  laws  wlaich 
^*  are  contrary  to  theit  unanimous  opinion. 
*'  We  b^  of  you  to  rid  us  -of  the  Conftr- 
•*  tnted  Authorities,  in  whom  we  have  no 
**  confiden<ie,  and  to  put  an  :cnd  to  that 
^*  double  degree  of  jurisdidion  which,  by 
**  creating  delays,    cnfurcs  impunity.     Wc 
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*'  demand  that  the  criminals  fhould  be  tried 
*'  at  once,  and  without  appeal,  by  Conl-» 
*'  miffioners  named  by  each  Sfedion/' 

Oh  thefe  remottftrartces  being  fornred  intt> 
i  motion  by  Chahot^  the  AffenAbly,  ftill  ready 
to  pay  a  blind  deference  to  all  the  defires  of 
the  Commune,  immediately  declared  that 
a  ]^opular  Goutt  or  Commiffion  (hould  try 
the  criminals^  and  foir  tlte  mode  of  condud^ 
ing  it  they  referred  to  the  Extraordinary 
Commiffion,  whorti  they  charged  to  give  an 
account  of  it  before  the  Sitting  broke  uj)w 
Sriffbt,  who  was  appointed  to  make  this 
report,  fliowed  the  many  inconvenicwces 
itid  feriotis  confequences  which  would  refiik 
from  the  creation  ^f  the  new  Court  defired 
by  the  Commune  of  Paris^  and  be  prqpofed 
td  ihafke  this  important  point  clear  to  the 
ci^zens  by  ah  addrefs,  of  which  he  read  a 
plan,  that  Was  unanirtiouily  adopted ;  but  the 
Cdmmtifte  paid  no  attention  to  it,  &nd  the 
Very  liekt  day  came  and  declared  at^  the  Bat 
that  the  people  were  impatient  ait  not  bein^ 
feVengrid,  and  that  tit  midnight  they  would 
fectfr  the  druftis  beat  and  the  alarm-bell  rung, 
uhlefs  the  Aflembly  decreed  before  thdy 
broke  up  that  a  citizen  fhould  be  appointed 
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from  each  Se6lion  to  conftitute  a  Criminal 
Court. 

Some  fpeakers  again  ftrove  ineffedlually 
to  perfuadc  the  Affembly  that  Ihey  ought  to 
defpife  thefe  threats,  to  rife  to  the  height  of 
their  dignity y  and  to  fhow  that  they  were 
firmly  refolved  to  die  at  their  pofls  rather 
than  authorize  the  efiahlifhment  of  an  In^ 
quifitorial  Court  that  Jhould  arbitrarily 
difpofe  of  the  lives  of  all  the  citizens. 
Thefe  fine  phrafes  were  at  firft  warmly  ap- 
plauded, and  at  one  time  it  was  thought 
that  the  Affembly  were  going  to  yield  to 
them,  but,  unfortunately,  their  cowardice 
and  all  their  terrors  were  again  awakened  by 
the  voice  of  a  Deputy  of  the  Accufing  Jury, 
commiffioned  by  his  colleagues  to  come  and 
open  the  eyes  of  the  Legiflative  Body,  who 
appear t  faid  he,  to  be  in  utter  darknefs  re-- 
f peeing  what  is  paffing  in  Paris.  He  de- 
clared that  if  the  people  were  not  fpeedily 
fatisfied,  ^eat  calamities  would  go  through 
the  Capital.  •'  We  invite  you,"  added  he^ 
**  not  to  be  creeping  in  the  track  of  the  old 
**  jurisprudence:  it  is  by  forbearance  that 
**  you  have  put  the  people  to  the  neceffity 
«<  of  rifing,  for,  Legiflator$l  it  is  folelyby 
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•*  their  own  energy  that  the  people  have 
•*  faved  themfclves.  Rife,  Reprefentatives  ! 
••  be  great  like  the  people,  and  deferve  their 
**  confidence!'* 

This  fpeech,  lefs  brutal  than  that  of  the 
Commiflioner  of  the  Commune,  but  equally 
menacing,  iriftantly  determined  the  Aflem- 
bly  to  decree  that  an  Eledive  Body  fhould 
be  immediately  formed,  compofed  of  ^  De- 
puty chofen  by  each  Sedtion,  to  appoint  the 
members  of  a  Criminal  Tribunal,  for  the 
purpofe  of  trying,  in  the  firft  inftance,  and 
without  appeal,  the  crimes  committed  on 
the  10th  of  Auguft,  and  other  crimes  rela- 
tive thereto^  with  all  circumjtances  and 
matters  conneSled  therewith:  which  ^Tri- 
bunal fhould  be  compofed  of  eight  Judges 
and  eight  afliftants,  &c,  divided  into  two 
parts,  eich  part  compofed  of  four  Judges 
and  four  afliftants,  &c.  This  Court,  this 
Tribunal,  truly  Revolutionary,  inverted  with 
unlimited  powers  of  life  and  death,  and 
made  up  of  nrjen  thirfting  for  blood*^  was 
decreed  unanimoufly ! 

*  Robefpierre  was  the  firft  ele£led,  but  refufed  the 
office.  'He  was  alfo  named  with  Barrere  zni  Collot 
d*Herbois  by  Danton  to  form  the  Council  of  Juftice  to 
the  Miniftcr  of  that  Department. 

The 
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The  Aflembly,  doubtlefs  with  the  idea  of 
effacing  the  remembrance  of  the  (hame  of  the 
paflive  part  to  which  the  Commune  had  re- 
duced them,  or  to  veil  it,  fuffered  no  oppor- 
tunity to  efcape  of  paffing,  of  their  own 
accord,  the  moft  violent  decrees,  however 
abfurd  or  unjuft*.  On  the  bare  reading  of 
an  anonymous  note,  dated  on  the  nth  of 
November  preceding,  faid  to  be  found  in 
the  King's  chamber,  and  without  any  in- 
quiry or  previous  difcuffion  on  the  form  or 
objed  of  the  paper,  they  paffcd  a  decree  of 
impeachment  (Auguft  15)  againft  all  thofe 
who  compofed  the   Miniftry  at   the  time 

*  In  confeqiience  of  a  private  letter,  announcing  that 
the  Atiflrians  were  before  Thionviile,  it  Was  decreed, 
that  the  King,  and  the  \vivcs  and  chtJdr^n  of  the  Emi- 
grants ^ovld  ferve  as  hodages  to  the  AfTembly.  Ano- 
ther decree  paifed  the  fame  day  ordained,  that  the  de- 
claration of  the  Rights  pf  Man  Ihould  be  ftuck  upon 
the  portrait  of  Louis  XVI.  which  his  Majefty  had 
given  to  the  Firfi  Aire4nb(yy  and  which  -had  remained 
in  the  Hall.  The  next  day  (Auguft  i6ih)  the  Aflembly 
decreed  the  abolition  without  indemnity  of  every  kind  of 
feignorlal  and  feudal  rights,  except  thofe  that  ihould  be 
proved  by  the  original  title  to  have  been  eflablifhed  in 
confideration  of  a  grant  of  land.  This  decree  was  ' 
6nally  drawn  up  and  enaded  in  the  Sating  of  the  20th 
of  Auguft. 

this 
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this  note,  which  was  attributed  to  M»  de 
Lejfarty  was  dated.     It  was  as  follows ; 

The  plan  of  the  Committee  of  the  Minijlers 
fettled  zoith  M.  M.  Alexander  Lameth 
and  Barnave. 

•*  ift.  To  refufe  the  fanftion ; 

•*  2dl3r,  To  write  a  new  letter  to  the 

Princes  in  a  fraternal  but  royal  ftyle ; 

*'  3^fy»  A  new  proclamation  rcfpeding 
"  the  Emigmnts  in  a  firm  ftyle,  fliowing 
**  clearly  the  refolution  of  maintaining  the 
••  Conftitution; 

**  4thly,  A  demand,  afligning  rcafons, 
•*  addfe(]fed  to  the  Powers,  not  to  fu&r  on 
'*  their  territory  any  aflembling,  arming,  or 
^'  hoftilc  preparations ; 

**  5thly,  To  eftablifli  three  Courts-Mar- 
**  tial,  and  to  make,  if  neccflary,  new  regu- 
*•  lations  relative  to  refignations,  dcfertions, 
^*  fuperceding,  &c.^ 

**  The  Minifter  of  Juftice  fliall  carry  the 
^  decree,  with  the  form  le  Roi  examinera 
^  written  upon  it,  to  the  Aflcmbly,  and 
^  deliver  it  himfclf  to  the  Prefidcnt.  He 
*•  (hall  then,  fpeaking  in  his  owji  name,  ftate 
•*  that  the  King  would  have  concurred  in 
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•*  in  fome  of  the  regulations  of  the  law, 
•*  {that  againjl  the  Emigrants)^  but  that 
•*  the  fanflion  being  indivifible,  &c.  He 
•*  fliall  fay  that  the  King  has  never  loft 
**  fight  of  this  objcdt.  He  fhall  recapitu- 
**  late  in  a  general  manner  what  has  been 
••  done ;  the*  proclamation  refpeding  the 
•*  Emigrants^  an.d  the  letter  which  the  King 
**  has  already  written  to  the  Princes  his 
"  brothers :  he  fhall  read  the  new  letter  to 
•'  be  written  to  them ;  he  fhall  announce 
**  the  regulations  both  old  and  new,  of 
*'  which  each  Minifter  (hall  immediately 
**  give  an  account. 

"  The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  (hall 
*•  ftate  the  former  regulations,  and  (how 
**  the  good  effeft  they  have  produced  on  the 
••  Emperor,  by  mentioning  the  orders  he 
^*  has  given  in  the  Low  Countries.  He 
•*  (hall  alfo  give  notice  of  the  new  de- 
**  mand. 

•*  The  Minifler  of  War  (hall  give  an  ac- 
**  count  of  what  relates  to  him. 

**  The  Minifter  of  the  Interior  (hall  fay, 
**  that  the  decrees  already  pa(rcd  relative  to 
**  the  payment  of  penfions,  falarics,  &c.  are 
•*  qarefully  executed. 

**  It  is  thought  that  afterwards  the  King 

**  would 
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^'  would  do  a  veify  tifefUl  thiftg  itt  deihand- 
'*  ihg  ftt)m  each  Pcpartment  ascertain  num- 
•*  bet  of  then  to  be  placed  in  his  guard/* 

This  hote  related  to  the  meffage  of  the 

12th  of  November,   of  which  the  objedt 

wis,  in  fidt,  to  announce  to  tlie  Affembly 

that  the  King  had  rcfufed  his  fahdlion  to  the 

decree  Which  they  had  paffed  agamft  the 

EmlgWnts.    That  decree  cohtained  reguld*. 

tions  which  the  Firll  Aflembly  had  foletnhly 

rejeded  as  Contrary  to  the  principles,  to  the 

fpirit,  and  to  the  kttcr  of  the  Conftilution. 

Minifters,  faithful  to  the  King  and  to  their      •  4 

oath,  could  not  therefore  do  othcrwife  than 

advife  his  Majefty  to  refufe  his  fanftion 

to  that  decree,  and  at  the  fame  time,  with 

re(pe<5l  to  the  Emigrants,  to  do  every  thing 

that  was  poflible  to  attain  more  regularly  the 

end  propbfed  by   the  Aflembly:  aiid  fuch 

was  our  cohdudl;    and  the  Very  note  on 

which  the  deCrce  againft  Us  pafled,  was  fuf- 

ficiehl  to  jaftify  us.     I  do  hot  knoW  whether 

the  writing  was  M.  dc  Lejfarfs  hand  or 

not,  but  the  account  it  gave  of  what  had 

pafTed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Minifters^  held 

on  the  1  ith  of  November  at  the  houfe  of 

M.  Duport  du  Tertre,  was  certainly  very 

txz£t.     M.  M.  Alexander    Larneth  and 

1?ART  II.  Vol.  III.         U        Bamave 
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Barnavehting  on  terms  of  intimacy  with 
that  Minifter  and  M.  de  Lejjart^  had  pro- 
bably conferred  with  them  upon  it,  but  they 
were  not  prefent  at  the  meeting.  It  is 
merely  for  the  fake  of  truth,  and  with  no 
defign  of  e^^culpating  thofe  gentlemen  that 
I  mention  this  fadt ;  for,  even  if  wc  had 
concerted  with  them  the  wife  and  irre- 
proachable plan  drawn  up  in  this  note>  it 
would  have  been  no  more  a  crime  in  them 
than  in  us*.  It  was,  however,  only  againfl 
them  that  the  decree  of  impeachment  was 
originally  paffed,  and  we  were  not  included 
in  it  till  the  obfervation  was  made  by  the 
Abbe  FaucheU  that  the  Affembly,  to  be 
confident,  fhould  include  in  the  decree  all 
the  Miniflers  at  the  meeting +. 

In  this  manner  did  the  Affembly  labour  to 
juftify  the .  f ulfome  praifes  daily  lavifhed  on 
their  firmnefs  and  courage  in  the  harangues  • 
of  all  the  deputations,  and  in  numberlefs 
addreffes  of  congratulation  and  attachment, 

*  It  required  all  the  impudence  of  the  Deputy  Camicn 
fo  dare  to  maintain  that  this  paper  was  enough  to  coftvince 
the  mojl  incredulous f  of  the  exijieme  rf  the  focus  of  c6n* 
f piracy  known  under  the  name  of  the  Aufirian  Committie. 

.    t  Sec  my  Private  Memoirs,  chap.  XXX IV. 
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the  reading  of  which  alone  confumed  almofl 
all  their  time,  and  at  laft  difgufted  the  Le- 
giflative  Body  with  their  permanence*.  To 
relieve  themfelves  of  the  trouble  and  tedi- 
oufnefs  attending  it,  the  Aflembly  decreed, 
that  their  fitting  Jlill  permanent  fhould  in 
future  not  open  till  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  laft  till  four  i  that  in  the  after- 
nodn  it  ihould  open  at  fix  and  laft  till 
eleven,  and  that  in  the  intervals  there  (hould 
remain  in  the  Hall  only  fix  Deputies  in  the 
day  time,  and  thirty  in  the  night,  to  re- 
ceive deputations  and  difpatches,  and  to 
give  notice,  if  there  were  occafion,  to  the 
other  Members  of  the  Legiflative  Body. 
Their  perfonal  fafety  in  cafe  of  frcfli  troubles 
was  the  principal  objedt  of  this  precaution, 
for  the  Aflembly  were  not  able,  nor  even 
willing  to  conoir  in  the  maintenance  of 
public  tranquillity.  Inftead  of  fending 
away  to  the  armies  thofe  courageous  patriots, 
thofe  Federates,  thofe  Marfeillois,  whofe 
prefence  alone  kept  up  the  ferment  and 
alarm  in  Paris,  they  daily  admitted  to  the 

*  Praifcs  undcfcrved  always  fatiate  the  fooneft,  be-  , 

caufe  they  flatter  much  lefs  than  they  mortify  the  vanity  ,4 

of  him  who  receives  them.  •      * 

U  2  '         honours  • 
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h6ii5ufs  df  their  Sitting  the  Deputations  of 
thok  felf-named  effeSlivt  andirnmeditdt  tie- 
prtjenldtivts  oftfu  unvo&rjxiliiy  of  the  Jove- 
rtigfi  people^  atid  made  it  a  point  to  attend 
with  the  greateft  refpcdl  to  all  the  demands 
they  hid  the  itnpertinenoe  to  make.  Thofe 
brigands  (ignalifed  their  fovefeignty  in  dic- 
tating laws  to  the  Legiflative  Bbdy^  while 
waiting  till  circumftances  afFotdcd  them  a 
new  opportunity  of  txercifing,  by  all&flkia* 
tions  in  mafsythe  fundions  which  their  ftupid 
ferocity  attributed  to  the  Executive  Pdwer. 
The  Republican  faction,  of  whom  they 
Were  the  blind  infttuments,  neglefted  no* 
thing  to  prevent  their  fanguinary  rage,  for 
which  they  ftill  had  otcafion,  from  abating, 
Foir  this  purpofe,  the  idc^  was  fuggefted  to 
them  of  celebrating  fome  day  with  a  fune- 
real entertainment,  in  honour  of  the  manes 
dflke  noble  martyrs  of  liberty  who  petilhed 
9n  the  loth  of  Auguft.  This  was  alfo  a 
powerful  means  of  reviving,  and  farthet 
exciting  the  ferment  of  the  pcoph  «igainft 
Priefts,  Nobles,  and  Royalty.  The  inFcrip- 
tions  and  emblems  prepared  for  this  cele- 
bration had  no  other  objed.  As  foon  as 
^^c  day  for  it  was  fixed  (Auguft  26),  a  de- 
putation  of  the  Commune  went   and    an- 

nounced 
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nounc€4  it  to  the  Aflcmbly,  who  decreed 
that  fixty  of  their  Members  ikould  attend 
the  ceremony,  and  granted  the  money  de*» 
ixttuided  of  them  for  defraying  the  expenccs. 
Meanwhile  they  were  informed,  thai  the 
popular  Cofiuniilion  deftined  to  give  vegu« 
larity,  byalbow  of  judicious  forms,  to  the 
condemnation  and  af&flination  of  the  perfiios 
faid  to  be  fufpe<5ted,  who  weve  atrcfted  afibef 
tlie  outrages  of  the  loth  of"  Auguft,  was 
form^  and  would  commence  its  functions 
on  the  19th. 

This  monfbotfs  IVibimal,  which  had 
beea  divided  into  two  parts  to  render  it  mofe 
^expeditious,  looked  only  for  vidims,  and 
the  number  of  tfaofe  which  the  Capital 
could  yet  afford  to  its  activity  appearing  ir> 
fufficient  to  the  Commune,  they  undertook 
to  mtake  a  proyijBon.  They  accordingly 
fent  a  Municipal  officer  at  the  head  of  a 
battalion  of  Naticmal  Guards,  and  a  detachi- 
mentof  Marfcillois,  to  the  towns  and  counT 
(ry-houfes  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris  and  Vcr^ 
failles,  under  pretence  of  ciffijiing  the  dif* 
Jerent  Communes  to  get  rid  of  the  ctm* 
ffiiraiors  and  Arijlocrats  wha  had  Jlcd  to 
thorn  j^rtj%ge.  The  hou&s,  parks,  and 
woods  eightoea  miles  round  wcse  fiasched : 

U  3  a  great 
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a  great  many  fuppofcd  refradkory  Pricfts  and 
feme  gentlemen  were  taken  up  and  fent  to 
the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye ;  their  papers  were 
carried  away,  and  arms  of  every  kind  fcized 
and  depofited  at  the  Commune.  The  Mu- 
nicipal officer  who  was  at  the  head  of  this 
expedition,  on  his  return  went  to  the  Af- 
fcmbly,  and  gave  an  account  in  the  moft 
triumphant  ftyle  of  the  immenfe  and  im^ 
pcrtant  harvefi  he  had  made;  and  they 
were  mean  enough  to  applaud  repeatedly 
this  atrocious  violation  of  the  laws. 

The  unfortunate  Count  de  Montmorin^ 
who  after  the  loth  of  Auguft  had  gone  xq 
lodge  at  a  walher woman's  in  the  Fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine,  was  difcovered  there  on  the 
2ift  of  Auguft  through  the  imprudence  of 
the  woman^  who  bought  the  fineft  fruits  for 
him,  and  carried  them  home  without  taking 
any  care  to  avoid  the  obfervation  of  her 
neighbours.  This  extraordinary  purchafe 
being  reputed  every  day,  too  greatly  ex- 
ceeded the  waflierwoman^s  means  not  to  be 
remarked.  It  was  foon  fufpeded  that  (he 
concealed  fome  Ariftocrat  of  the  firft  clafs, 
and  her  houfe  was  furrounded  and  fearched : 
-M.  de  Monttnorin  was  taken  in  it,  and  coi\- 
du6lcd  to  the  Bar  of  the  Aifembly,  whither 
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he  had  been  cited  fomc  days  before  by  mif- 
take,  on  account  of  a  Counter-revolutionary 
note  found  in  the  Palace  of  the  Thuil- 
kries,  in  the  apartment  which  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  th€  Count  de  Montmarin,  the 
Governor  of  Fontainbleau,  a  coufin  of  the 
Minifter's.  M.  de  Montmorin  was  ex- 
amined, not  only  refpeding  the  contents  of 
the  note  in  queftion,  but  refpeding  feveral 
fa€ls  felative  to  his  adminiftration,  for 
which  he  had  been  cenfurcd  fix  months 
before,  and  had  completely  juftified  himfelf. 
He  retained  his  coolnefs  and  prefence  of 
mind  diiringalong  examination,  and  replied 
in  fo  fatisfaiSlory  a  manner  to  all  the  quef- 
tions  put  to  him,  that  after  he  was  heard, 
the  Prefident  told  him  that  the  Aflembly 
permitted  him  to  withdraw ;  but  when  he 
went  from  the  Bar  he  was  taken  to  the  Com- 
mitt?erroQm,  under  the  officious  pretence  of 
pr^tefting  him  from  the  fury  of  the  people, 
and  he  was  kept  there  all  night.  He  was 
ftill  there  the  next  day,  when  the  Aflembly, 
on  the  propofition  of  the  Commiflion  of  the 
Twelve,  decreed,  that  as  there  were  other 
articles  of  impeachment  of  a  very  ferious 
nature  againfl  him,  he  fhould  be  provi-^ 
iionally  put  under  arreft.     He  was  fent  to 

U  4  the 
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thf  Abfea?*^ ;  an4  on  |He  31ft  of  August  f. 
dfipsec  of  impescbment  wa^s  paff^d  ag^iinft 
hina  qn  4  ffpoirt  ef  tb?  Commifl5?«  pf  the 
Twdyc,  gfOun4«d,  |ft.  pn  M.  (i<»  Afo»<- 
«K>rtVi  bJiYMag  fterifiped  the  ii»t*r<jft?  of 
F«nce  to  t^fe  Qf  Auftw  in  i^je^g  ^h^ 
plan  Qf  allUfWJe  with  PrwiS*  agawift  AuAri* 
wl  Ru0i> ;  adly,  on  hU  hnymg  cqn^eakd 
thf  Ifjigw  ftn4  {HPeparations  of  the  Forrig^ 
Poweyg,  M^  ?J(9|:  i».ving  »dTifcd  preparations 
to  be  Eoade  in  Frvice  to  prevent  them ;  3dl|r» 
on  bi^  haying  eptnccaled  the  deiign$  and 
mptions  of  the  King's  bjK«her«. 

Thore  is  not  one  of  t^fe  eharges  th«t 
vras  liot  a  fcaiwmous  piece  of  injuftice. 
Pow  c<»M  M.  4fi  Montvikorin  be  fwfpe^ed 
of  bjgh  treafoQ  for  thinking  that  it  was 

'^  M>  4*  Mmtmtrin  wai  one  of  the  firft  vidims  of  the 
inaflacres  of  the  ad  ^n4  3<1  of  September.  His  murdercrs> 
aifter  ftritcinghhn  feveral blows,  carried  their  barbarity  fo 
far  %•  to  inpale  him  yet  living,  and  in  that  ta&ancf  boro 
him  in  tqumph  to  t^e  ippr^  pf  the  N^tioQ*!  ASembljt 
■with  the  intention  of  laying  this  horrible  trophy  at 
iheir  feet.  They  wi(hed  to  prefent  it  to  them  at  the 
Bar,  and-jtwasnot  without  difficulty  that  they  were 
^evented.  Thtu  were  veriiied  the  gloomy  prefages 
.  that  for  mofs  -than  fix  montb«1>«fore  h^  ukea  p^fieAoh 
qf  Nf.  de  Abiftt^fem^s  Vk\nA^  (io(d.  F^ch  I  I^  ^-r 
^ef voured  in  vain  to  ^rive  jticin. 
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Twre  advsmtageous  to  France  to  avoid  waf 

by  continuing  faithful  to  it$  old  allies,  than 

10  render  it  inevitable  by  entering  into  an 

?tlliance  vfith  Pri^fiia  againft   Auftria  and 

-Rufiia  ?    Had  he  adopted  that  plan,  would 

he  not  have  been  more  juftly  open  to  cen^ 

f«re  for  having  raifcd  two  fuch  formiciabl^ 

Powers  againft  France,  infte^i  of  f^eewing 

their  aflift^ce  againft  Pruflia  ?   H^w  could 

M*  de  Montmerin,  not  having  any  of&?ial 

intelligence  ^f  the  fecret  coalition  ©f  th<r 

Powers,    and   inforined  of  it  only  by  the 

public  paper$,  be  blamed  for  not  having  oaade 

it  knqwn  oflSciaJJy  to  thft  Affembly;  and  bow 

could  it  be  afcertained  whether  he  had  or 

liad  not  adwfed  in  the  King'a  Cowacil  prp^ 

f^arations  and  meafurei  which  that  cifcumi* 

ilance  might  require  ?  By  what  cneans  could 

M.  de  M^ntvtonnf  who  was  far  from  pof* 

feffiog  the  confidence  of  the  King^^  brothwrs^ 

be  informed  of  their  defigns  and  noQtion$  1 

and  was  it  not  ^furd  to  reproach  him  for 

not  revealing   what   he  was  ignorant  of? 

The  Teal  criinc  of  this  Miniftcr  in  the  ey?s 

pf  th,c  Kin^s  enemies  wa§,  hip  having  tp 

ihelaft  moment  pjref?rv?d  ?tnd  merited  hif 

Majefty's  confidence  by  an  unfhaken  attack- 

ment*    Jt  w^  alfp  of  great  confequence,  no 

doubt. 
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doubt,  to  the  fucccfs  of  the  regicide  con- 
fpiracy,  to  vilify,  by  odious  charges,  fo  ir- 
reproachable a  witnefs  of  the  virtues  of 
Louis  XVI.  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions, 
of  his  love  for  the  French,  of  his  ardent 
wiflies,  and  of  his  facrifices  for  their  happi-r 
nefs.  This  too  was  the  chief  reafon  for  the 
decrees  of  impeachment  pafled  againft  al-^ 
moft  all  the  Minifters  whom  the  King  had 
appointed  fince  his  acceptance  of  the  Con- 
di tution,  and  who  had  not  been  fo  vile  as  to 
betray  him*. 

In  the  number  of  the  faithful  fervants  of 
JL^mj  XVI.  the  virtuous  M.  dc  la  Pvrte^ 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Civil  Lift,  was  one 
of  the  rtioft  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  the 
fadious,  and  he  was  accordingly  one  of  the 
firft  victims  of  the  popular  Commiffion, 
He  was  accufcd  before  them  of  having  em-» 
ployed  the  money  of  the  Civil  Lift  in  pay-* 
ing  for  libels  tending  to  debafe  the  National 
Aflembly,  foment  divifions,    and  bring  on 

*  M.  M.  Duport  du  Tertrey  De  l^effaHx  DufortaUy 
TarbCy  Berfrand  de  MolevtlUy  Narbnmey  De  Graven 
ITAhancoury  Lajard.-^^,  M.  de  Montmorin  and  de 
Z^^r/ were  maflacrcd  in  the  month  of  September  179^; 
M.  Duport  du  Tertre  was  guillotined  on  the  28th  of 
Noveoibcr  1793. 
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the  ruin  of  the  Government  eftablifhed.    He 
declared,  and  he  deferved  to  be  believed,  for 
he  had  never  uttered  falfehood,  that  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Conftituted  Authorities,  was 
the  fole  object  of  all  the  writings  of  which 
he   had   encouraged  the  publication.      He  . 
defied  his  accufers  to  mention  a  iingle  one 
of  his  writings   that  belied  this  afTertion: 
they  mentioned  none;  but  the  Jury  declared 
that  they  believed  in  the  exiftence  of  a  con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  nation,  and  were  con- 
vinced that  M.  de  la  Porte  was  an  accom- 
plice in  it.    He  was  condemned  unanimbufly 
by  thofe  villains,  and  executed  on  the  24th 
of  Augiift  in  the  Square  of  the,  Caroufel. 
His  life  had  been  a  model  for  virtue,  and 
his  death  gave  a  great  example  of  courage. 
^'  Citizens,**  faid  he,  addreffing  the  people 
after  having  his  fentence  pronounced,  ••  may 
^'  my  death  reftore  tranquillity  in  the  Em- 
*•  pire,  and  put  an  end  to  inteftine  diffcn- 
^'  tions  I  May  the  decifiottthat  deprives  me 
•*  of  life  be  the  laft  unjuft  judgment  of  this 

''  TribunalV* 

* 

TTie  Joumalift  Durofoi^  editor  of  the 
Paris  Gazette,  a  Jealous  fupporter  of  Royal- 
ty, alfo  fubmitted  to  his  fentence,  with  an 
uncommon  degree  of  iirmnefs :  he  heard  it 

without 
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without  hmg  moif^i^  md  a$  he  wtnt  from 
the  Court  left  a  letter*  wliifii  w*s  puWicly 

**  is  a  happj?  w^vimftapcc  fojr  a  Royalift 
•V  like  vp  ta  <Jie  pa  3t,  Lpuk*  day/*  He 
i^i^s  gttiUotiiwd.  on  the  25th  of  Augi;rft,  at 
oir«e  o'clock  at  ©ight,  by  the  light  of  torches. 
In  ttw?  vaiyiog  thj  exbi^itioift  of  this  sew 
kind  of  execution,  it  wat5  UQ  doMbt  intended 
to  give  it  »ii  jdditioeial  ^tr%<Stion  for  the 
cvriofity  of  the  good  Parifians,  and  thie  fct 
fined  attcjalion  accordingly  drew  together  aa 
immenfe  crow4  lA  the  Caroufel  Squar€^ 
The  next  day  another  variety  was  attempted, 
which  gave  douhle  intereft  to  the  exhi- 
bition, but  which  coft  the  executioner  his 

life*. 

Why  does  the  rigorous  mandatfc  of  bif- 
tof y  impofe  i*pc»i  me  the  fev^e  tt^ik  of  re* 
tracing  thofe  horrible  fccnes,  thofe  difguft- 
ing  piiSures,  that  would  pollute  the  annals 
of  the  woft  fav»ge  nutiens  ^  R^t  that  fuch 
a  Revolution  m»y  ti^ev^?  again  be  expcrioeced 

*  The  cxccytioner  took  the  head  of  the  pcrfou  exe- 
cuted after  it  was  feparated  from  the  body  by  the  guil- 
lotine, and  as  he  w«is  (fiowing  it  to  the  people,  "who 
■were  (boDtii^  ICwi  im  nation,  he  fell  from  the  ibaffb^ 
^nd  was  kilWd  09  tbe  1^* 
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by  France,  or  any  civilifed  nation,  it  ought 
to  excite  as  much  abhorrence  as  it  deferves  ; 
it  muft  therefore  be  painted  fuch  as  it  was, 
and  we  now  enter  upon  the  period  when  its 
hiftory,  as  others  have  faid  before  me,  can 
no  longer  be  written  but  with  blood  and 
mire. 
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CHAPTER   XXXL 


Luckner   appointed    Generalijfimo  —  The 
Cofnmand  of  the  Army  of  the  Centre  given 
to  Kellerman--The  Fortrefs  of  Longvjy 
furrendcrs  to  Clairf ay  er-^EffeB  produced 
at  Paris  —  De(?rte  for    banijfdng    the 
Prie/ls — Motion  for  a  Corps  of  Regicides 
^•^RequifUion  ^30,000  men — Decrees 
forfupplying  the  Deficiency  of  Arm^—* 
Other  hajly  Meafures  for  augmenting 
the    Military    Force  —  Severe    Decree 
againfi  the  Garrifon  and  Inhabitants  of 
Longwy — Struggle  between  the  AJfembly 
^^^  the  Commune  for  Power.     Dijfolu* 
tion  of  the  Commune  decreed— The  Exe- 
cution 
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cution  of  it  eluded — TallierCs  Speech  to 
the  AJfembly^^The  PrefidenVs  Reply — 
The  Affembly  panic-Jlruck — The  Com^ 
mune  triumph  —  The  Clergy  arrejted 
generally  —  Abbe  Sicard  —  D anion  pre^ 
vents  the  Enlargement  of  the  Governor  of 
Fontainbleau  —  Frejh  Outrages  heaped 
upon  the  King  and  Royal  Family-^ 
D^ Amourette* s  execrable  Motion — Lord 
Gower  recalled  from  Paris — Mr.  Dun-^ 
das^s  Letter — Le  Brunts  ojicial  Note 
in  Anfwer — Note  anticipating  the  Opera-^ 
tions  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick^s  Cam^ 
paign. 


J5y  M.  de  la  Fayette's  defedion  Dtt- 
mourier  attained  the  .moft  advantageous 
lituation  he  could  defire,  and  he  was  too 
ingenious  not  to  make  the  moft  of  it.  His 
patriotic  boaftings  and  flatteries  fecured  him 
the  full  confidence  of  the  Affembly,  already 
difgufted  with  the  dotings  of  Marefchal 
Luckner ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  the  attaq^i- 
ment  of  the  old  General  was  rendered  fuf- 
picious  by  his  connexion  with  La  Fayette, 
his  equivocal  condudt  relative  to  the  new 
Mth,    atxd  fome  incivic  expreffioiis.     His 

removal 
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)ttriid^  frdtti  the  tfbmtoirtd  of  thfe  dnhy  of 
the  e«Atrc  Wis  Steady  tcfolvted  by  the  Ex* 
ccUtiVe    Couttcil,    iiid    anhOuhced   to    the 
Affertibly  by  the  Minillcf  of  War^.     Kel- 
Icrfnan^  naihed  fot  that  tommand  oh  the 
tecommehdatioh    of    hufMufieY,     agtecd 
with  him  ftot  to  accept  it  unlefs  he  were  to 
continue  to  ferve  under  Mafefchal  Luckfler, 
whofe  patriotifm  and  military  talettts  they 
both    ridiculoufly    extolled,    and  by  their 
teftimony  atid  folicitatioii  obtained  fot  him 
the  rank  of  Generdlijffimo  of  all  the  forces 
of  France.  Mis  eftablifliment  was  inereafed,  . 
a  circumflance  at  lead  as  interefting  to  him 
as  the  honour  attached  to  his  new  dignity. 
His  pofl  was  fixed  at  Chalonsf-^  and  his 

principal 

*  Strvafii  it-dppointcd  to  the  office  from  which  Da^ 

mmrier  bad  caufed  him  to  be  difmiiTed   two  months 

before  to  put  himfelf  in  bis  place,  immediately  became 

.  his  belt  friend,  blindly  approved  all  his  plans,  and  aded 

entirely  by  his  advice. 

t  The  reiblution  taken  by  xht  MitMRei^  oh  \\A^  otca- 
fiqp  Will  Ibovv  the  form  of  the  a£b  iflu^  by  the  Eoc^uti^e 
CoUncSL-— ^<  In  the  name  of  the  nation,  the  Executive 
•*  Council,  eonfidcring  that  from  the  conduct  hitherto 
^<  maintained  by  Marefchal  Luchter,  and  the  deTire  ex^ 
"  pteffad  by  General  KelkmaH  rtot  to  take  a  cttetnand 
«  unlefs  M.  Lucknerht  GeneHiIiflittld^  that  there  Is  w 
**  impropriety  in  giving  him  that  rank ;  that  by  placing 

"  hioi 
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principal  fun<5lion^  was  to,bc  the  medium  of 
correfpondencc  between  the  Generals  and 
the  Aflembly.  He  was  alfo  charged  to  at* 
tend  to  the  fupplies  for  the  armies,  the  for* 
mation  of  the  camps  of  Soiffons*,  Paris, 
&c,* 

The  Revolution  had  not  yet  (hown  that 
inferior  officers,  who  had  never  before  had 
the  command  of  a  hundred  men,  might 
fuddenly  become  great  Generals,  capable  of 
leading  a  hundred  thoufand  men  to  victory  ; 

<<  liiin  at  Chalons  he  will  be  conveniently  fituated  to 
'*  aflift  the  Generals  of  the  diflFerent  armies  with  his 
"  counfel ;  and  that  he  may  in  that  town  form  a 
O  refcrvc  of  troops  for  receiving  the  remains  of  armies 
<<  beaten,  rxsol  V£,  that  he  is  charged  as  Generaliflimo 
<'  of  the  armies  to  concur  in  their  operations  by  tiis 
*'  counfel ;  that  he  (hall  keep  a  rcgifter  of  their  operas 
"  tions,  a  copy  of  which  he  fliall  fend  to  the  Executive 
«*  Council ;  that  without  interrupting  the  clireft  cor- 
<«  refpondcnce  of  the  Generals,  he  (hall  receive  from 
<<  them  a  copy  of  all  their  letters  and  communications^ 
<<  and  that  the  Council  (hall  fend  him  a  copy  of  adl  tht 
<*  orders  they  (hall  ilTue/V 

*  In  order  to  occupy  the  inhabitants  of  the  Caphal 
and  difpel  their  fears,  it  had  been  determined  ia  form 
an  intrenchment  round  the  fown  :  thither  the  patriots 
of  every  clafsi  and  people  who  affeded  to  be  patriots  for 
the  fake  of  fafety,  repaired  in  crowds  every  day  ta 
aflift  the  workmen  hired  by  the  Commune. 

Part  II.  Voi..  III.        X  and 
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and  until  the  principk  of  equality  and  the 
Marfeillois  hymn  cffedcd  this  miracle,  it 
had  been  as  ridiculous  as  hazardous  for  the 
command  of  the  French  armies,  not  to 
have  had  a  name  more  diftinguiflied  among 
Commanders  than  thofe  of  Dumourier^ 
Kellerman,  Beurnonville,  &c.  Marefchal 
Luckner  was  therefore  Generaliffimo  in 
name,  but  Dumourier  was  fo  in  fadt,  by  the 
power  which  his  credit  with  the  Aflcmbly 
and  the  Minifters  gave  him  over, the  Generals 
whom  he  had  appointed,  and  over  Luckner 
himfelf,  who  was  indebted  to  him  for  his 
new  rank.  This  arrangement  alfo  fecured 
him  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  throw 
on  the  Marefchal  almoil  the  whole  refponfi- 
bility  of  defeats,  and  to  leave  him  but  a 
very  fmall  fhare  in  the  glory  of  viftories. 

While  the  Executive  Council  were  con- 
certing with  Dumourier  on  the  new  organi* 
zation  of  the  Staff  of  the  army.  General 
Clairfaye^  at  the  head  of  6,000  men  at- 
tacked Longwy.  This  fortrefs,  one  of  the 
keys  of  France,  was  defended  by  a  garrifon 
of  more  than  2,60a  men,  and  38  pieces  of  can* 
non,  and  was  abundantly  provided  with  mor- 
tars, bombs,  balls,  ammunition,  and  ftores  of 
every  kind,  yet  it  capitulated  on  the  23d  of 

Auguft, 
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Auguft,  after  a  fortnight's  bombardment, 
although  the  breach  made  was  not  pradica-^ 
ble,  and  only  eight  men  and  fix  women  had 
been  killed  by  the  burfting  of  the  Ihelk. 
The  Commandant  of  the  Fort,  La  Vergne, 
being  urged  by  the  Adminiftrative  Bodies 
and  the  townfmen  to  furrcnder,  yielded  to 
their  entreaties,  and  retired  with  the  garri- 
fon  to  Verdun,  where  there  was  a  confider- 
able  depot  of  provifions  and  military  ftores# 
On  the  fame  day  all  the  National  cockades 
at  Longwy  difappeared,  none  but  white 
ones  were  fecn  there,  nor  any  fhouts  heard 
but  that  of  Vive  le  Rot. 

This  news  was  not  officially  known  at 
Paris  till  the  26th  of  Augufl,  when  it  fpread 
the  greatefl  alarm  throughout  the  town. 
The  inhabitants  thought  they  already  faw 
the  hullans  at  the  gates  of  the  Capital ;  they 
calculated  the  number  of  days,  the  number 
of  hours  it  would  take  them  to  come.  The 
Commune,  the  Federates,  the  Marfeillois, 
were  reproached  with  the  10th  of  Auguflj 
and  the  Duke  of  Brunjwick^s  manifcflo^ 
which  had  been  fo  much  laughed  at^  no 
long<;r  appeared  ridiculous.  The  affrighted 
Jacobins  trembled  and  called  treafon ;  and 
the  valour  of  the  patriots  affembled  in  pub- 
X  2  lie 
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lie  houfes  rofe  with  their  wine,  and  fell  as 
the  fumes  of  it  difperfed^ 

The   terror    that    feized    the    Aflembly 
fliowed  itfelf  not  only  in  the  decrees  they 
paffcd,    but  by   the    eagernefs  of    a  great 
number  of  the  Members  to  obtain  from  the 
Municipality,  fome  under  feigned  names, 
paffports   to  leave    Paris,    pretending  that 
they  -were  going  to  roufe  patriotifm  in  De- 
partments infcEled  with  Arijiocracy.    TaU 
lie%y  the  fecrctary  of  the  Commune,  find- 
ing thefe  applications  increafe,  and  gucfling 
the  real  caufe  of  them,  took  upon  himfelf 
to  forbid  all  the  offices  of  the  Commune  to 
deliver  any  more  paffports  to  deputies  till 
further  orders.     He  then  went  and  gave  an 
account  of   his  condudt  to  the  Aflembly, 
who  approved  it,  and  decreed  that  none  of 
their  Members  fhould   quit  Paris,  but  on 
leave  granted  by  the  AfTembly.     Had  it  not 
been  for  this  decree,  which  .  left  the  Legif- 
lative  Body  the  power  of  removing  from 
Paris  when  they  were  no  longer  fafe  there, 
they  would  have  been  foon  diffolved  by  the 
defertion  of  the  majority  of  their  Mem- 
bers. 

The  dread  that  at  fo  critical  a  jundure  the 
Priefls  might  ufe  their  influence  to  difpofe 

the 
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the  people  to  join  the  foreign  artnies,  fug- 
geftcd  the  moft  barbarous  meafure  that  had 
ever  yet  been  taken  againft  them.  The  Af- 
fembly,  conjidering  that  at  that  moment, 
when  the  French  flood  in .  need  of  their 
union,  and  of  all  their  flrength  to  repel  the 
external  enemy,  they  fhould  employ  ci>ery 
means  to  fecure  internal  peace,,  decreed, 
that  all  Ecclefiaftics  who  were  made  fubjeiSt 
to  the  oath,  and  who  had  not  taken  it,  or 
who  after  taking  it  had  retradted  and  per- 
fifled  in  their  retraftion,  fhould  in  eight 
days  quit  the  limits  of  the  Diftridt  and  of 
the  Department  where  they  refide,  and  in 
fifteen  days  be  out  of  the  kingdom,  on  pain 
of  being  arretted  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  and  tranfported  to  Guiana.  Thefe  re* 
gulations  were  extended  to  all  fuch  other, 
nonjuring,  fecular,  and  regular  Ecclefiaftics, 
Priefts,  fimple  clerks,  or  l^y-brothers  with- 
out exception,  for  whofe  removal,  fix  citi- 
zens refiding  in  the  fame  Department  Ihould 
apply.  This  was  anfwering  the  double  end 
of  rendering  the  performance  of  the  Catho- 
lic fervice  impoffible,  and  of  driving  from 
the  kingdom  feveral  thoufands  of  virtuous 
citizens  whom  there  was  no  hope  of  attach-^ 
ing  to  a  Revolution,  which  was  fupported 
X  3  only 
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only  by  crimes,  and  which  authorized  them 
all.     Will  pofterity  believe  that  this  Affem- 
bly  of  LegiJlatQTs^    of  Reprefentativcs  of 
France,  liftened  without- horror  to  a  motion 
for  organizing  a  body  of  1,200  volunteer  af- 
faifins,  to  go  individually  and  attack  the  per- 
fons  of  every  King  at  war  with  France,  and 
alfo  the  perfons  of  their  Generals  ?  Will  they 
believe  that  this  execrable  motion^  was  adopt- 
ed with  fuch  enthufiafm  by  the  majority, 
that  two  of  them  {Merlin  and  Chabot)  de- 
,  dared,  that  as  Joan  as  theirfunBions  as  Le* 
fi/lators  ceafed  they  would  join  this  corps  ^ 
which  might  be  called  the  avengers  of 
HUMANITY  ?  The  final  drawing  up  of  the 
decree  was  however  fufpended,  and  referred 
to  the  Commiflion,  on  its  being  obferved 
hy  VergniauXf  that  if  they  organized  a  corps 
of  tyrannicides^  the  coalefced  Powers  might 
alfo  organise  againft  France  a  corps  of  gene-^ 
ralicides   and  of  deputicides,  and  that  the 
decree  propbfed  might  thus  become  a  decree 
of  afTailination  againft  the  patriot  Generals, 
and  the  Members  of  the  Affembly.     I  muft 
not  omit  obferving,  that  in  this  debate,  the 

*  It  was  made  by  Jean  Debry  in  the  Silting  of  the 
i6ihof  Auguft. 

defenders 
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dcfcitders  of  the  propofed  decree,  confider- 
ing  it  as  a  means  of  faving  the  nation  from 
flavery,  maintained  that  it  was  agreeable  to 
the  principles  of  nature,  humanity,  mo* 
rality,  philofophy,  &c.* 

•  The  rooft  violent  Kevolutionifts  were  anxious  above 
all  things  to  pafs  for  philofophers,  and  no  doubt 
thought  to  be  acknowledged  as  fuch  by  obtaining  a 
decree  fionj  the  Aflcmbly  (Aug.  24th)  declaring  that 
the  philofophers  of  foreign  nations  who  had  rendered 
fervice  to  the  caufe  of  Liberty,  (hould  have  the  title  of 
French  citizent .  Two  days  after,  they  conferred  by 
name  this  charaAer  on  fome  turbulent  and  feditious 
foreigners,  fuch  as  Prieftly^  Thomas  Paine,  Hamilton 
Rowan,  Anacharjis  Clootz,  Kofciufco,  &c.  Apacharfts 
Oooiz  prefented  hirafelf  next  day  at  the  Bar  to  thank 
the  Affembly  for  the  honour  they  had  done  him.  Ono 
may  judge  of  the  kind  of  philofophy  which  the  Aflem- 
bly  meant  to  honour,  by  the  mad  fpeech  this  adventurer 
addreiTed  to  t()em  :  I  will  here  infert  the  paflages  of  it 
that  were  mod  applauded. 

**  The  cofmopolitc  philofophers  were  partners  ia 
<*  your  labours  and  in  your  dangers ;  you  make  them 
**  partners  in  your  glory  by  declaring  them  Frepch 
<*  citizens.  The  errors  of  the  Conftituent  Atkmb\y 
<<  and  the  horrors  of  the  Conditutional  Royalty,  formed 
**  a  wall  of  feparation,  of  which  the  memorable  lotb 
«<  has  left  only  the  rubbifli,  which  will  be  foon  cleared 
•*  away  by  the  National  Convention.  CharUs  IX.  had 
**  a  fucceflbr;  Louis  XVI,  will  have  none.  Legif-- 
<'  lators,  you  know  how  to  appreciate  the  heads  of 
<*  philofophers,  it  only  remains  for  you  to  fet  a  price 
X  4  "  Qn 
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Thefe  regicides  were  at  leaft  as  cowardly 
as  they  were  favage,  and  all  the  decrees 
pafled  by  the  Affembly  at  this  jun(aurc  bear 
the  flamp  of  the  extreme  and  often  ftupid 
terror  which  didated  them/  They  firft 
enadled,  that  thfe  Department  of  Paris,  and 
the  neighbouring  Departments,  (hould  im^ 
mediately  furnifli  on  a  requifition  30,000 
men  armed  and  equipped.  This  decree 
was  accompanied  with  the  following^  pro- 
clamation : 

•'  Citizens,  the  fortrefs  of  Longwy  has 
•V  juft  been  furrendered,  or  betrayed.  The 
**  enemy  is  advancing.     They  perhaps  flat- 

^*  on  thofe  of  tyrants.  Humanity  conjures  you  te 
**  raife  a  tyrannicide  fllout  againft  Frederic-fFilHam, 
**  and  againft  the  cannibal  Brunfwick.  The  Timoleons 
*'  and  the  Jnkarflrems  have  fpilled  fome  drops  of 
^*  an  impure  blood  to  ftop  a  torrent  of  human  blood. 
**  The  cruel  Gujiavus  would  now  have  been  making  a 
'*  terrible  carnage  on  our  frontiers,  had  not  Brutui 
**  Ankarftrom  devoted  himfelf  for  his  ungrateful  country. 
•*  A  decree  of  profcription  againft  the  Monarchs.of 
"  Pilnitz  would  fpeedily  terminate  a  long  feries  of 
^*  calamities.  As  for  me,  full  of  gratitude  for  your 
^*  laft  philofophic  decree,  I  feel  how  much  it  honours 
*^  me  and  how  honourable  it  is  to  you.  I  take  the  oath 
*•  of  .  being  faithful  to  the  univerfal  nation,  to  the 
«*  equality,  liberty,  and  fovereignty  of  the  human  race. 
«^  At  all  times  a  Gallophile ;  niy  heart  is  French,  my 
f^  Coul  is  fans'cuhtur 
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*^  ter  thctnfelvcs  that  they  \vi\\  everywhere 
'*  find  cowards  or  traitors:  they  arc  mif- 
**  taken.  Our  armies  are  exafperated  at 
*'  this  check,  and  their  courage  rifes  witk 
*'  it.  Citizens !  you  partake  their  anger, 
*^  the  country  calls  you — ftand  forth  P* 

To  fupply  the  deficiency  of  arms  pro- 
duced by  the  enormous  wade  that  had  been 
made  of  them*,  it  was  decreed,  ift,  That 
Commiffioners  (hould  be  appointed  to  cjire^ 
the  removal  of  the  artillery  and  fmall  arms 
fhat  were  in  the  marine  arfenals  of  Breft  and 
Rpchefort  to  Paris;  2dly,  That  the  arms 
diftributed  to  the  Departments  of  the  Inte- 
rior ftiould  be  provifionally  given  to  the. Na- 
tional Volunteers  who  were  going  to  the 
frontiers^  on  condition  of  being  replaced  a$ 
foon  as  others  could  be  made. 

The  Aflembly,  whofe  fears  were  little 
relieved  by  this  levy  of  30,000  nien,  which 
flight  not  be  (o  fpepdily  effedked  as  circum- 
ilances  required,  decreed  at  the  iame  time 

♦  Such  was  the  deficiency,  that  according  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Com'miflioners  of  the  Aflfemblyy  the  4000 
men  who  compofed  the  garrifon  of  Metz,  ai>d  the  yolua- 
t^rs  fcnt  to.  Luckner's  camp,  were  mod  of  them  with- 
out arms  or  clothes.  See  tht  Minutes  cf  the  Sitting  ^ 
ifje  ^6th  of  Auguft. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314  ANKAL8    OF   THB  [Auc*i799, 

that  all  the  National  Gendarmerie  of  the 
kingdom,  foot  as  well  as  horfc,  fhould  re- 
pair to  different  points  that  Ihould  be  marked 
out,  whence  they  miglit.be  fent  either  to 
the  frontiers,  or  to  the  camp  of  referve; 
and  that,  upon  the  requifition  of  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  Affembly  to  the  different 
armies,  the  Generals  (hould  be  held  bound 
td  arm  in  their  precindls  the  battalions  of 
Volunteer  National  Guards,  and  likewife 
the  companies  and  other  troops  newly 
formed.  By  another  decree,  all  the  Colo- 
nial troops  in  France  were  made  regiments 
of  the  line  on  the  war  eftabliftiment,  that 
they  might  march  againft  the  enemy,  and 
were  promifed  the  fame  promotioh  as  the 
other  troops  of  the  line.  Twelve  Commif- 
lioners  chofen  from  among  the  Affembly 
were  fent  into  the  Departments,  to  excite 
the  citizens  to  fly  to  the  frontiers.  THe 
faddle  and  carriage  horfes  belonging  to  the 
Emigrants  were  fcized  and  fent  to  the  ar- 
mies. The  Municipalities  were  authorized 
td  make  domiciliary  vifits  to  fearch  for  arms, 
to  give  them  to  the  defenders  of  the 
country,  and  to  draw  up  a  ftatement  of 
horfes  and  waggons  that  might  be  ufeful  in 
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the  war  *.'    A  few  days  after  they  were  put 
into  requifition  +. 

Had  the  half  of  France  been  invaded  by 
the  enemy,  no  greater  preparations  could 
have  been  made  for  defending  the  other  half; 
and  yet  the  taking  of  the  petty  fortrefs  of 
Longwy  was  the  only  advantage  that  had 
been  gained  by  the  Auftrians.  The  AiTem* 
bly  then  muft  have  been  greatly  terrified^  or 
have  had  very  little  confidence  in  the  force 
of  the  French  armies,  to  fend  them  fuqh  a 
quantity  of  arms  and  fo  many  foldiers,  with 
all  the  National  Gendarmerie,  at  a  moment 
when  they  were  fo  jmuch  wanted  in  the 
interior  of  the  country  to  repulfe  and  dif- 
perfe  the  bodies  of  armed  brigands  that  in« 
fefted  feveral  Departments. 

*  The  chief  obje^  of  the  domiciliary  vifits  was  to 
arreft  fufpedled  perfons,  or  thofc  fuppofed  to  be.fuf- 
peSed.  Dantorif  who  propofed  this  ftep,  cxprefled 
himfclf  thus  2  "  Till  now  the  gates  of  the  Capital  have 
*<  been  (hut,  and  it  was  right.  It  was  of  cohfequence 
"  to  lay  hold  of  traitors ;  but  were  there  30,000  of 
"  them  to  be  arretted,  they  muft  be  arretted  to-morrow,, 
<<  and  to-morrow  Paris  muft  communicate  with  the 
'*  whole  of  France.  We  demand  that  you  authorife  us 
<*  to  caufe  domiciliary  vifits  to  be  made/* 


+  Decree  of  the  1  ft  of  Septeml)er, 
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The  Aflembly  did  not  confine  themfelves 
to  thefe   meafures;  they  determined,,  by  a 
great  example  of  feverity,  to  prevent   the 
conduft  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  of 
Longwy   being  imitated,    and  accordingly 
decreed  that  the  Commandant  and  garrifon 
ihould  be  tried  by  a  court-martial;  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Longwy  (hould  be  deprived 
of  the  rights   of  French  citizens  for  ten 
years;  and  that  as  foon  as  that  town  was 
again  in  the  power  of  the  French  nation, 
all  the  houfes  in  it,   national  houfes  and 
buildings  excepted,  ihould  be  razed  to  the 
ground.    They  decreed  likewife  that  every 
citizen,   in   a  town  befieged,     who  fpoke 
of  furrendering    ihould  be  punifhed  with 
death,     and     the    Commandant    was    au-. 
tliorized  to  order  the  houfe  of  him   who 
fhould  give  fuch  a  proof  of  cowardice  to 
be  demoliftied.     In  the  preamble  of  thefe 
decrees,  they  incited  that  which  prohibited 
the  Commandants,   on  pain  of  death,   to 
furrender  any  fortrefs  to  the  enemy  without 
the  confent  of  the  Adminiftrativc  Bodies, 
and  the  latter  to  propofe  a  furrender  to  the 
Commandants ;   fo  that  if  this  decree  had 
been  put  in  force,  no  town  befieged  could 
ever  have  furrendered,  even  after  the  breach 
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was  made;  confequently*  the  garrifon  and 
inhabitants  of  all  towns  taken  muft,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  war,  have  been  liable  to 
be  put  to  the  fword. 

After  quieting  the  fears  of  the  people,  or 
rather   their    own,    the    Aflembly   thought 
themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  fhake  off  the 
yoke  of  the  Commune,  who  continuing  to 
a<5l  as  if  they  were  exclufively  inveftcd  with 
the  plenitude  of  the  fovercignty  of  the  peo- 
ple*,  entered  into  refolutions  contrary  to 
the  decrees    of  ^  the  Legiflative  Body,    to 
whom  they  fent  the  moft  fhocking  demands, 
and  always  in  the  moft  threatening  ftylec 
On  the  23d  of  Auguft  they  fent  a  deputa-» 
tion,  the  fpeaker  of  which  deliveired  him- 
felf  in  thefe  terms :  *'  It  is  time  that  the 
*'  criminals  of  Orleans   {of  the  National 
**  Supreme  Court)  (hould  be  removed  to 
*•  Paris,  to  fufFer  the  punilhment  due  to 
**  their  crimes.     If  you  do  not  grant  this 

*  They  put  the  following  infcription  on  the  front  of 
iht  HoteUde-Ville: 

Obeiflez  au  peuple,  ^outez  fes  Docrets. 
II  fut  des  Citoyens  avant  qu'il  fut  des  Maitres. 
Le  peuple  par  les  Rois  fut  long,  terns  abufe 
II  s'eft  laflfe  du  Sceptre  et  le  Sceptre  eft  brilE* 

<•  demand, 
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♦•  demand,  wc  no  longer  anfwer  for  the 
••  vengeance  of  the  people.  You  have  heard 
"  what  we  have  faid,  and  you  know  that 
"  jnfurre£tion  is  a  facred  duty." 

Thc'Aflembly  having  ventured  to  break 
Out  into  fome  murmurs  on  hearing  this 
fpeech,  one  of  the  Federates  who  accompa- 
tiied  the  deputation^  addrefTed  them  and 
faid,  "  To  refer  this  demand  to  the  Com* 
**  mittee  of  the  Twelve  is  to  devote  it  to 
••  oblivion*  We  want  a  fpeedy  vengeance 
^*  not  by  the  old  forms,  but  by  a  court* 
••  martial."  The  Prefident,  incited  by  the 
looks  and  geftures  of  the  majority  of  his 
colleagues  to  a<9:  with  firmnefs,  replied,  that 
threats  produced  no  other  efieift  on  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly  than  that  of  confirming 
their  refolution  to  die  at  t^eir  poft.  *' It 
•*  does  not  belong  to  us,"  added  he,  '*  to 
♦*  change  the  Conftitution,  but  to  the  Na- 
••  tional  Convention  whom  we  have  fum« 
'*  moned.  They  only  can  alter  the  nature 
••  of  the  National  Supreme  Court,  Wc 
•*  have  done  our  duty.  If  our  death  is 
••  neceflary  to  prove  it  to  the  people,  with 
*•  whofc  cflfervefcencc^you  threaten  us,  they 
*'  may  take  our  lives.  As  interpreter  of  the 
*•  fcntiments  of  the  Aflembly,  I  have  made 

'« them 
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**  them  known  to  yoxi;  you  may  report 
**  them  to  the  Commune*  I  invite  you  to 
**  the  honours  of  the  Sitting." 

The  Affembly  warmly  applauded  this  re- 
ply, and  paiTed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on 
the  ground  that  it  did  not  become  them  to 
deliberate  on  threats.     The  Commune  were 
the  more  enraged  at  this  fpurt  of  energy,  as 
it  raifed  againft  them  a  multitude  of  com* 
plaints  hitherto  fmothered  by  the  terror  in- 
fpired'by  their  vengeance.     Remonftrances 
were  made  againft  their  ufurpation  of  all 
the  powers,  againft  their  avidity  in  fharing 
all  the  offices  among  themfelves^    againft 
their  fyftem  of  degrading  the   Legiflative 
Body,  againft  the  abufes  of  authority  which 
they  committed  every  day,  particularly  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  Committee  of  Subfiftence, 
againft  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Mayor,  againft 
their  writs  for  bringing  perfons  before  them 
ifTued  without  authority,  and  for  the  en« 
forcing  of  which  they  employed  the  moft 
violent  means*.     Seveiral  depredations  and 
purloining  of  efFeds  were  denounced  to  have 

♦  They  had  caufcd  the  Hotel  of  the  Minifter  of  War 
to  be  invefted  with  armed  men,  under  pretence  that 
Girey-Dupre,  the  printer,  whom  they  had  fummoned 
to  their  Bar,  was  concealed  in  it. 
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been  committed  in  a  forcible  manner  by 
thefe  faithlefs  adminiftrators,  at  the  Thuil- 
leries,  the  churches,  the  Garde- Meuble, 
&c.  Some  of  thefe  complaints  were  even 
fupported  by  the  teftimony  of  the  Minifters. 
On  thefe  different  charges  the  Aifcmbly 
fummoned  the  Members  of  the  Municipa- 
lity perfonally  accufed  to  the  Bar,  and  de- 
creed, dn  confidering  the  remonftrances  that 
had  been  made  againfb  the  powers  of  the 
provi£onal  Commiffioners  of  the  Commune 
of  Paris,  which  had  been  already  revoked 
by  fome  Seftions,  that  there  Ihould  be  no- 
minated, in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four  hours, 
two  citizens  by  each  of  the  Sedions  who 
(hould  be  affembled,  to  proceed  to  the  faid 
nominations ;  that  the  citizens  fo  nominated 
ihould  form  provifionally,  and  till  the  next 
eledion  of  the  Municipality  of  Paris,  the 
Council- General  of  the  Commune;  gnd 
that  immediately  after  the  faid  elections, 
the  prefcnt  CommiflTioners  fliould  relinquifh 
their  fundions  *. 

This 

♦  The  AffcmWy,  forefceing  that  this  decree  woald 
bring  on  a  mod  ferious  quarrel  between  them  and  the 
Commune,  determined  to  add  to  the  advantages  they 
had  gained,  that  of  an  increafe  of  popularity ,  and,  in 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


Auo-  i79ft.J         FRKKCH    BBVOJLUTION.  321 

This  decree,  which  annihilated  the  moft 
monftrous  power  that  the  Revolution  bad 
engendered,  was  generally  applauded  by  the 
good,  a  fupport  too  feeble  in  Revolutions, 
becaUfe  they  rarely  have  the  energy  of  the 
wicked,  and  never  fuch  a  variety  of  means 
of  rendering  it  ufeful  to  their  party:  all 
that  audacity,  crimes,  atrocity  could  fupply, 
were  familiar  to  the  horde  of  brigands  who 
compofed  the  Commune ;  and  they  neg- 
le(^ed  none  that  could  elude  the  execution  of 
the  decree  which  diffolved  them.  Let  us 
fee  how  they  fucceeded.  The  domiciliary 
vifits  to  all  the  houfes  of  the  Capital  in 
fearch  of  arms  and  fufpedted  perfons,  and 
the  examinations  and  vindications  of  the 
perfons  arretted,  fo  fully  occupied  the  Sec- 
tions, that  they  would  not  have  had  a  mo« 
ment  to  proceed  to  the  elections  ordered  by 
the  decree  of  the  30th,  even  if  the  decree 
had  been  fent  to  them;  and  it  will  be  rea- 
dily imagined,  that  the  Commune  was  in 
no  great  hafte  to  forward  it,  nor  does  it 
appear  that  it  was  ever  fent. 

con&quence,  decreed  that  very  day,  amidft  the  plaudits 
of  the  gallcties,  tliat  marriage  was  a  contrad  diiTplvable 
by  divorce. 

Part  II.  Vol.  III.         Y  Op 
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On  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  juft  as  the  Af- 
fcmblj  had  annulled  a  writ  which  the  Com- 
mune had  iffued  to  bring  fome  perfon  before 
them,  and  had  decreed  that  the  Prefident, 
{Huguenin)^  who  had  been  fummoned  to 
the  Bar,  but  had  not  appeared,  fhould  be 
brought,  a  deputation  of  the  Municipality, 
with  the  Mayor  and  Procureur  of  the  Com- 
mune at  their  head,  prefented  themfelves  to 
demand  the  revocation  of  the  decree  of  the 
30th.  Tallien,  Secretary  to  the  Commune, 
and  fpeaker  of  the  deputation,  expreffed 
himfclf  in  fo  remarkable  a  manner,  that  I 
cannot  but  report  the  principal  paflages  of 
his  fpeech. 

••  Legiflators !  the  provifional  Reprefen- 
^'  tatives  of  the  Commune  of  Paris  have 
**  been  calumniated ;  they  have  been  con- 
**  demned  without  having  been  heard; 
**  they  come  to  demand  juftice  of  you. 
**  Called  upon  by  the  people,  in  the. night 
•*  between  the  9th  and  10th,  to  fave  the 
*•  country,  it  was  their  duty  to  do  what 
**  they  have  done.  The  people  did  not 
•*  limit  their  powers;  the  people  faid  to 
*•  them.  Go,  adl  in  our  name,  and  we  will 
•*  approve  all  you  do.  Have  not  the  dti- 
•*  zens  of  Paris  always  fliown  rcfpeft  to 
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•*  the  Lcgiflative  Body?  Their  prccindts 
'*  haVc  never  been  fullied  but  by  the  worthy 
**  defcendant  of  Louis  XL  and  of  the  rival 
•*  of  Medicis.  Is  it  not  to  the  refped  of 
••  the  people  for  the  National  Affembly, 
•*  that  thefe  tyrants  arc  indebted  for  being 
•*  ftill alive?  You  yourfelves  applauded  all 
*•  our  meafures.  You  have  by  us  regained 
•*  the  eminence  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  a 
*•  free  people:  it  was  yourfelves  who  gave 
*•  us  the  honourable  title  of  Reprefentatives 
•'  of  the  Commune,  and  it  was  your  will 
*'  to  communicate  diredlly  with  us*  All 
**  that  we  have  done  has  been  fandioned  by 
*'  the  people*;  not  by  fome  fadtious  per- 
**  fons,  as  it  is  reprefented,  but  by  a  mil- 
•*  lion  of  citizens.  Queftionthcm  refped:* 
**  ing  us,  and  everywhere  they  will  tell 
you,  the^  have  faved  the  country.  If 
any  among  us  have  been  capable  of  trea- 
chery, we  demand,  in  the  name  of  the 
Commune,  that  they  fliould  be  puniflied. 
We  have  given  no  order  againft  the  liberty 
of  good  citizens,  but  we  fhall  glory  in 
having  fequeftered  the  property  of  Emi- 
grants.    We  have  caufcd  confpirators  to 

^  The  galleries  atteftcd  this  fad  by  their  plaudits. 

Y  2  *•  be 
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be  arrefted,  and  have  configned  them  to 
the  Tribunals  for  their  fafcty,  and  for  the 
*'  fafety^  of  the  State.  We  have  turned  out 
'*  monks  and  nuns,  that  we  might  put  up 
*'  the  houfes  they  occupied  to  fale.  We 
**  have  made  domiciliary  vifits :  by  whom 
**  were  we  ordered  to  do  fo?  By  you.  We 
**  have  caufed  the  refra(5lory  priefls  to  be 
*'  taken  up;  they  are  kept  in  a  private 
••  houfe,  and  in  a  few  days  the  foil  of  li- 
*'  berty  Jhall  be  cleared  of  them*.  Yef 
*'  terday  the  citizens  in  our  galleries  again 
•*  acknowledged  us  for  their  Reprefenta^ 
**  tives ;  they  f wore  to  us  that  they  conti^ 
'*  nued  their  confidence  in  us.  If  you 
*'  fmite  us,  fmite  alfo  the  people  who  ef- 
**  fe6ted  the  revolution  of  the  14th  of  July, 
**  who  confolidated  it  on  the  loth  of  Au- 
**  guft,  and  who  will  maintain  it.  They 
.**  are  now  met  in  Primary  Aflemblies,  they 
**  are  exercifing  t^eir  fovereignty;  confult 
'*  them  and  let  them  decide  our  fate.  You 
**  have  heard  what  we  have  faid  :  determine. 
**  Here  we  are.     The  men  of  the   10th  of 

*  In  fix-and-thirty  hours  after  this  they  all  had  their 
throats  cut  in  the  church  of  the  Cannes,  where  they 
weirc  (hut  up. 

•  *•  Auguft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Aug.  1792.]  FRENCH    REVOLUTION.  325 

**  Auguft  wi(h  only  for  juftice,  and  to  obey 
**  the  will  of  the  people/' 

This  infolc;it  fpeech  clearly  (howed  that 
the  Commune  were  not  at  all  difpofed  to 
obey  the  decree  which  ordained  their  diflb- 
lution;  and  it  was  merely  through  a  re-  • 
maining  regard  to  cuftom  that  they  demanded 
the  revocation  of  it  of  the  Legiflative  Body, 
who  had  in  reality  no  means  of  enforcing 
it  *.  This  demand  accordingly  was  accom- 
panied by  an  appeal  to  the  Primary  Affem* 
blies,  and  by  a  formal  declaration  that  the 
Commune  could  not  but  obey  the  people, 
who,  notwithftanding  the  decree,  had /worn 
.  the  day  before  thai  they  retained  all  their 
confidence.  The  Prefident*s  reply  to  this 
harangue  proved  that  he  fully  comprehended 
the  meaning  of  it.  **  Would  you/*  faid 
he,    •*  diftionour  our  glorious  Revolution 

*  The  Municipalities  were  not  under  the  immediate 
authority  of  the  Legiflative  or  Executive  Power,  but 
under  that  of  the  Departments  ;  and  the  new  Commune 
had  caufed  it  to  be  decreed,  that  in  every  thing  which 
did  not  concern  the  levying  of  the  taxes,  they  fhould  be 
abfolutely  independent  of  the  Department  of  Paris, 
whofe  funftions  they  had  before  fupprcfled,  and  the 
rc-eftabli(hment  of  which  they  had  penniited  only  on 
that  condition. 

Y3  "by 
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**  by  expofing  to  the  whole  Empire  the 
•*  fcandal  of  a  Commune  difobedient  to  the 
*'  general  will,  to  the  law  ?  And  what 
"  would  France  fay  if  this  Capital,  inveft- 
**  ing  a  provifional  Council  with  a  didtato- 
•'  rial  authority,  fliould  attempt  to  feparate 
"  itfelf  from  the  reft  of  the  Empire,  (hould 
«•  attempt  to  withdraw  their  fubmiflion  to 
**  the  laws  common  to  all,  and  to  ftrugglc 
•*  againft  the  authority  of  the  National 
*'  AfTembly?  But  Paris  will  fet  no  fuch 
*'  example.  A  decree  was  paffed  yefterday. 
**  The  National  Aflembly  have  performed 
♦*  their  duty ;  you  will  perform  yours." 

The  Aflembly,  enraptured  with  the  firm- 
nefs  difplayed  by  their  Prefident,  were  ftill 
applauding  him,  when  three  citizens  were 
admitted  to  the  Bar.  **  People  of  the  gal- 
**  leries/'  faid  one  of  them,  "  National 
**  Aflembly,  and  you,  Mr.  Prefident,  we 
^'  come,  in  the  name  of  the  people  who.  are 
**  waiting  at  the  door,  to  aflc  to  march  into 
*'  the  Hall  to  fee  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
♦*  Commute  who  are  here.  We  will,  if  it 
^*  muft  be  fo,  die  with  them.'* 

The  firmnefs  of  the  Prefident  was  a  little 
Ihaken  by  this  fudden  addrefs^,  ^nd  the 
change  appeared  in  his  anfwer,    which  he 
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confined  to  inviting  thefe  pretended  depu- 
ties to  go  and  tell  their  fellow  citizens  that 
the  Aflembly  would  equally  maintain  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  and  the  refpeft  due  to 
the  Conftitued  Authorities.  Several  depu- 
ties obfervcd  in  the  mildeil  manner,  that  the 
Reprefentativcs  of  the  Commune  were  in 
no  danger,  th^t  the  people,  by  marching 
before  the  Affembly,  would  occafion  the 
lofs  of  valuable  time,  and  that  they  might 
be  fatisfied  with  choofing  twenty  pcrfons, 
who  fliould  have  the  honours  of  the  Sitting. 
•*  The  people  are  free,**  cried  the  fpeakex 
of  the-  petitioners,  "  and  yet  deprived  of 
**  their  liberty  !" — •'  I  aik,*'  replied  one  of 
the  Members  of  the  Affembly,  **  whether 
•'  w^e  are  free  or  not  ?*'  At  thefe  words  they 
hurried  away  with  looks  of  difcoritent  and 
anger ;  at  which  the  majority  of  the  Affem- 
hly  feemed  to  be  very  much  alarmed,  and 
their  apprehenfions  increafed,  on  obferving 
the  Procureur  oi  the  Commune  go  out  im- 
mediately after  thofe  three  men,  whom  they 
cxpedled  to  fee  returning  at  the  head  of  a 
large  mob.  The  Reporter  of  the  plan  for 
a  decree  relative  to  the  property  of  the 
Emigrant^,  read  fome  of  the  heads  of  it, 
that  the  profound  filence  of  the  Affembly 
Y  4  at 
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at  this  moment  might  be  taken  for  the 
filence  of  attention,  and  not  that  of  terror  ; 
but  it  was  not  eafily  miflaken.  They  lift- 
ened,  or  rather  had  the  appearance  of  liften- 
ing,  to  the  Reporter,  but  they  did  not  hear 
him,  and  none  of  the  articles  he  propofed 
were  difcufled.  In  a  few  minutes  the  /V(?- 
eureur  of  the  Commune  returned  to  the 
Bar^  and  faid  that  he  found  no  alarming 
tflemblage  at  the  doors  of  the  Hall,  but 
that  he  had  caufed  the  three  culfiable  petu 
tioners  who  had  juft  gone  out  to  be  put  un- 
der arreft.  This  happy  intelligence  was 
warmly  and  repeatedly  applauded.  The 
Prefident  told  the  Procureur  of  the  C5om- 
fiiune  how  much  the  Legiflative  Body  were 
fatisfied  with  this  new  proof  of  his  zeal, 
and  then  haftened  to  break  up  the  Sitting, 
to  fave  the  Aflcmbly  from  the  derifion  of 
the  galleries,  that  already  broke  forth  into 
infulting  laughs  at  the  denouement  of  this 
farce. 

It  is  one  of  the  mo(^  remarkable  cha- 
fafters  of  the  Revolution  of  France,  that 
m  the  different  National  Aflemblics  which 
followed  one  after  the  other,  and  which 
were  all  the  principal  hot-beds  of  the  Revo- 
lution, the  minority  voting  for  mcaftwrcs  the 
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moft  Unconftitutional,  violent,  or  criminaU 
conftantly  prevailed  fooner  or ,  later  over  the 
majority,  who  finally  yielded,  either  be- 
caufe  they  were  frightened  or  wearied  out, 
or  tiecaufe  wicked  men  have  generally  more 
energy  and  perfeverance  in  doing  evil,  than 
good  men  have  in  oppofing  it.  This  melan- 
choly truth  never  appeared  in  a  more  (Iriking 
manner  than  in  the  difpute  of  which  I  have 
juft  given  an  account.  The  Revolutionary 
Commune  had,  properly  fpeaking,  no  party 
in  the  Affembly;  and  the  decree  of  the 
30th  of  Auguft  for  diffolving  them  had  met 
with  no  oppofition  but  from  a  very  fmaU 
number  of  obfcure  and  infignificant  crea- 
tures, at  the  head  of  whom  was  the  mofl 
impudent  of  their  clafs,  the  attorney  Thu^ 
riot.  That  decree  had  been  confirmed  the 
next  day  by  the  reply  which  the  Prefideirt 
had  made  to  the  deputation  of  the  Com* 
mune;  and  yet  T^At^nV?^  fucceeded  in  having 
it  annulled  two  days  after  by  another  de- 
cree, which,  without  formally  revoking 
that  of  the  30th,  enadled  that  the  Council- 
General  of  the  Commune  Ihould  be  in- 
creafed  to  the  number  of  288  Members, 
cxclufive  of  the  Municipal  Officers;  and 
that  the  Mttmbers  of  the  Commune  then 
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in  office  (hould  make  a  part  of  that  number^ 
unlcfs  their  places  were  already  filled  up  by 
their  Sedions.  This  was  evidently  retain- 
ing them  all,  for  nothing  had  been  done  in 
execution  of  the  decree,  and  the  Aflfembly 
were  not  ignorant  of  it. 

So  little  did  the  Commune  doubt  that  this 
would  be  the  iflue  of  the  dilpute,  that  they 
had  not  for  a  fingle  inftance  fufpended  the 
courfe  of  their  arbitrary  arrets,  of  their 
plunder,  and  outrages  of  every  kind.  They 
indifcriminately  arretted  and  (hut  up  all  the 
priefts  and  other  ecclefiaftics  whom  their 
numerous  fpies  could  difcover.  In  thofe 
horrible  days,  when  the  prifons  of  Paris 
fuddcnly  became  dens  of  carnage  and  of 
death,  the  Abbe  Sicard^  the  only  iaftrudor 
of  thofe  who  were  born  deaf  ^nd  dumb, 
was  dragged  to  one  of  them.  This  worthy 
fucceffor  of  the  Abbe  de  I'Epee,  this  bene- 
ficent reliever  of  the  wrongs  of  nature,  who 
was  engaged  in  no  other  public  employment 
than  that  of  reftoring  daily  to  fociety  unfor- 
tunate beings  that  fcemed  to  be  excluded 
from  it,  was  himfclf  torn  from  it  by  order 
of  the  Commune,  After  he  had  been  ar- 
retted three  days,  his  pupils  not  feeing  him 
return  to  them,  haften?d  in  tears  to  the  Bar 
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of  the  Affembly  to  beg  that  ^heir  inftrudkor^ 
friend,  and  father,  might  be  reftored  to 
them;  but  notwithftanding  all  the  weight 
which  the  virtues,  the  fervices,  the  miracles 
of  the  Abbe  Sicard  gave  to  this  aflEeding 
petition,  the  Affembly,  who  had  juft  be- 
fore annulled  an  order  of  arreft  iffue4  by  the 
Commune  againfl  the  printer  of  the  Patriate 
Fran^ois^  contented  themfelves  with  de- 
creeing that  the  Executive  Power  (hould  lay 
before  them  an  account  of  the  reafons  for 
detaining  this  Ecclefiaftic*. 

The  fanguinary  atrocity  of  the  Commune 
was  powerfully  feconded  in  the  Executive 
Council  by  Danton,  who  may  juftly  be 
confidered  as  the  bafeft  and  moft  audacious 
villain  produced  by  the  Revolution.  This 
monfter  in  the  human  form,  who  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  had  been 
appointed  Minifter  of  Juftice,  hearing  that 
M.  de  Montmorin,  the  governor  of  Fon- 
tainebleau  had  been  acquitted  by  the  Popular 
CommifHon  inftituted    to  try  the  perfons 

*  He  owed  his  life  on  the  2d  of  September  to  the 
noble  zeal  of  a  vratch-maker  named  Momt^  who 
llood  before  him,  and  told  the  aflaflins^  that  they  muft 
pierce  his  bread  before  they  reached  the  Abbe  Sicarls. 
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arrciled  after  the  loth  of  Auguft  without 
appeal^  took  upon  himfelf  to  detain  him  in 
pfifon,  and  to  order  the  Revifion  of  his 
trial  I  The  Revifion,  that  judicial  courfe, 
which  the  clemency  of  our  Kings,  as  well 
es  their  juftice,  had  opened  only  in  favour 
of  culprits  condemned  to  too  fevere  a  punifli- 
fnenty  was  very  well  known  to  Danton^ 
who  had  formerly  been  an  advocate  in  the 
Council,  in  which  charadler  he  had  feveral 
times  had  bccafion  to  make  ufe  of  it  before 
his  Majefty's  Privy  Council,  who  alone 
were  empowered  to  determine  on  thofe  ap-i 
plications,  and  who  never  decided  upon 
them  till  after  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  proceedings.  It  was  referved  for  this 
wicked  advocate,  transformed  to  an  aflaflio, 
Minifter,  to  ufe  this  very  term  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  invalidating  an  acquittal  folely  on 
his  own  authority.  But  the  greateft  enor- 
m^ities  were  confidered  by  the  regicides  as  fair 
wh^n  pradtifed  againft  perfbns  remaining 
faithfylto  tlxe  King,  and  one  of  the  mod 
unpardonable  crimes  at  this  dreadful  era  was 
daring  to  fpeak  of  the  innocence  and  the 
virtues  of  the  auguft  prifoners  in  the  Tem- 
ple, and  endeavouring  to  raife  any  com- 
paffion  for  them.     The  names  of  their  Ma- 
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jcfties,  particularly  the  Queen's,  were  fcarce* 
Ij  ever  mentioned  in  the  Aflembly  but  ac- 
companied with  abufe  and  the  moft  heinous 
imprecations.  Cannibals  kill  their  prifoners 
and  devour  them,  but  their  barbarity  does 
not  go  fo  far  as  to  inflidl  on  them  outrages 
and  ill  treatment  before  the  moment,  of 
death ;  they  do  not  tear  the  hulband  from, 
the  wife,  the  mother  from  her  children* 
In  what  clafs  of  favage  animals  then  are  we 
to  rank  that  deputy,  or  rather  that  bloody- 
minded  mortfter  who,  on  the  29th  of  Au- 
guft,  dared  from  the  tribune  to  make  the 
motion  I  am  now  to  record,  ••  I  do  -not 
**  approve,*'  faid  D* Amourette,  ^^  oi  Louis 
**  XVI/s  living  with  his  family.  You  may 
•'  be  very  furcrthat  means  have  been  already 
**  found  to  open  a  communication  between 
*'  the  Temple  and  Coblentz,  between 
•*  Marie-Antoinette  and  the  defpicable  re- 
**  mains  of  her  former  Court,  who  on  the 
**  10th  of  this  month  efcaped  the  juftice  of 
•*  the  people.  What !  is  it  not  enough 
**  that  this  atrocious  and  bloody-minded 
*♦  woman,  that  this  butcher  of  a  woman, 
**  who,  even  at  the  bottom  of  the  recefs 
"  fhe  inhabits,  is  meditating  on  the  means 
**  of  bathing  herfelf  in  our  blood  •  is  it  not 
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**  enough  that  this  woman  ftill  exifts,  with- 
**  out  your  fufFerinpf  her  to  enjoy  the  liberty 
'*  of  venting  her  rage  in  the  bofom  of  na- 
**  turc,  and  of  her  renewing  conne<5lions 
*♦  abroad  with  all  that  can  betray  us  ?  If 
«*  important  confiderations  ftill  keep  you 
••  from  fending  this  implacable  fcourge  of 
«•  the  nation  you  reprefent  to  Orleans,  at 
<•  leaft  take  fuch  meafures  as  fliall  oblige 
"  the  w6man  to  vent  her  impotent  fury 
**  alone,  and  reduce  Louis  XVI.  left  to  his 
••  ftupid  nullity  to  correfpond  no  more  but 
**  with  fhame  and  rcmorfe.  I  move  that  it 
*•  be  decreed,  that  the  King  and  the  different 
•*  perfons  of  his  family  fhall  have  no  com- 
"  munication  with  one  another." 

Inftead  of  rejeding  with  indignation  this 
execrable  motion,  which  the  moft  ftupid 
fury  done  could  have  fuggeftfed,  the  Affein- 
bly  contented  themfelves  with  paffing  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  for  this  reafon,  that  as 
the  cuftody  of  the  Royal  Family  was  en- 
trufted  to  the  Municipality  of  Paris,  it  was 
their  province  to  take  the  propofed  mea* 
fure*, 

*  This  barbarous  tneafure  was  adopted  a  ftiorl  time 
after  by  the  Municipality. 

The 
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The  Foreign  Powers  which  had  riot  en- 
tered into  the  coalition  againft  France,  but 
continued  to  fupport  their  former  political 
relations  with  her,  while  the  King  preferved 
a  (how  of  liberty,  did  not  hefitate  to  recal 
their  Ambafladors  and  Minifters,  when  they 
heard  that  the  King  was  confined  in  the 
Temple,  and  that  they  could  have  no  com- 
munication with  his  Majefty  or  Minifters 
of  his  naming.  The  recal  of  Lord  Gower, 
the  Englifh  AmbafTador,  caufed  the  greateft 
fenfation  at  Paris,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  the  letter 
written  to  his  Excellency  by  his  Britannic 
Majefty*s  Minifter,  but  of  the  lively  intereft 
that  was  expreffed  in  it  in  behalf  of  Louis 
XVI.  and  the  Royal  Family.  It  was  as 
follows  : 

CoJ^  of  a  litter  written  to  Earl  Gower, 
Englijh  Ambajfador  at  Paris,  by  Mr, 
Dundas,  and  delivered  to  the  M^inifler 
for  Foreign  Affairs^  dated  Whitehall^ 
the  ijth  of  Augufl  1792. 

''  My  Lord, 
**  In  Lord  Grenville's  abfcnce  I  have  re- 
*'  ccived  and  laid  before  the  King  your  laft 
^*  difpatchcs. 

''  His 
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^'  His  Majefty  has  been  very  deeply  af- 
**  fii<5led  in  receiving  the  information  of  the 
*^  extent  and  the  deplorable  confequences  of 
.•*  the  troubles  which,  happened  in  Paris  i 
•*  aa  well  on  account  of  his  perfonal  attach- 
**  mcnt  to  their  moft  Chriftian  Majefties, 
♦•  and  the  intereft  that  he  has  always  taken 
••  in  their  welfare,  as  for  the  eameft  defire 
«*  he  has  for  the  tranquillity  and  profpcrity 
•*  of  a  kjingdom  with  which  he  is  on  terms 
•*  of  friendship. 

•*  As  it  appears^  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of 
••  af&irs,  the  exercifc  of  the  Executive 
••  Power  has  been  withdrawn  from  his  moft 
••  Chriftian  Majefty,  the  credentials  which 
*•  have  hitherto  been  made  ufe  of  by  your 
*•  Excellency  can  no  longer  be  v^lid.  His 
*•  Majefty  is  therefore  of  opinion,  that  you 
**  ought  not  to  remain  any  longer  in  Paris, 
••  as  well  on  this  account,  as  becaufe  this 
**  ftep  appears  to  him  the  moft  conformable 
•*  to  the  principles  of  neutrality  which 
**  he  has  hitherto  obferved.  His  Majefty 's 
•*  pleafure  therefore  is,  that  you  ftiould  quit 
*•  that  city,  and  return  to  England,  as  foon 
*'  as  you  fliajil  have  been  able  to  procure  the 
•*  neceflary  paflports  for  that  purpofe. 

^*  In  all  the  converfations  that  you  may 
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•*  have  occafion  to  hold  before  your  depar- 
**  ture,  you  will  take  care  to  exprcfs  your- 
•*  felf  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  fen- 
^*  timcnts -herein  communicated  to  you>  and 
*•  you  will  take  cfpecial  care  not  to  neg- 
•*  ledt  any  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  at 
•*  the  fame  time  his  Majefty  moans  to  ob- 
•*  ferve  the  principles  of  neutrality  in  every 
*•  thing  which  regards  the  arrangement  of 
**  the  internal  government  of  France,  he 
**  does  not  conceive  that  he  departs  from 
•*  thefe  principles  in  manifefting,  by  every 
**  means  in  his  power,  his  folicitude  for 
•*  the  perfonal  (ituation  of  their  moft  Chrif-* 
**  tian  Majeftics  and  the  Royal  Family. 
**  He  moft  earneftly  hopes  that  his  wifhes 
**  in  that  refped  will  not*be  deceived ;  that 
**  the  Royal  Family  will  be  preferved  from 
**  every  adt  of  violence  j  the  commiffion  of 
••  which  would  not  fail  to  excite  fentiments 
•*  of  univerfal  indignation  throughoot  all 
*'  Europe.  ,    • 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c. 

*'  He^ry  Duwdas/- 

Part  II.  Vol.  III.  Z        Official 
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OJicial  note  in  reply  to  the  Communication 
of  this  letter. 

**  The  undcrfigncd  Minifter  for  Foreign 
**  Affairs  has  loft  no  time  in  communis 
**  eating  to  the  Provifional  Executive  Coun- 
•*  cil  the  letter  communicated  to  him  by  hi^ 
••  Excellency  Earl  Gower,  Ambaflador 
'•  Extraordinary  from  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty. 

**  The  Council  has  feen  with  regret,  that 
*•  the  Britifh  Cabinet  has  .refolved  to  recal 
**  an  Ambaflador,  whofe  prefence  attefted 
••  the  favourable  difpofition  of  a  free  and 
'*  generous  nation,  and  who  has  never  been 
**  the  organ  but  of  friendly  expreffion^ 
•*  and  of  benevolent  fentiments.  If  any 
•*  thing  can  abate  this  regret,  it  is  the  re- 
•*  newed  afluran^e  of  neutrality  made  on  the 
**  part  of  England  to  the  Freqch  nation^ 

**  This  afliirance  feems  to.  be  the  refult  of 
*•  an  intention  wifely  confidered  and  for- 
mally exprefled  by  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
not  to  meddle  tvith  thejnterior  arrange^ 
ments  of  the  affairs  of  France.  We  are 
not  furprifcd  at  fuch  a  declaration,  made 
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**  by  an  enlightened  and  high-fpiritcd  na- 
•*  tion,  who  have  been  the  lirft  to  acknow- 
•*  ledge  and  eftablilh  the  principle  of  na- 
"  tional  fovereignty ;  who,  by  fubftituting 
•*  the  empire  of  the  laws,  the  exprcffed 
*•  will  of  all,  to  the  arbitrary  caprices  of  a 
**.few  individuals,  have  been  the  firft  to 
*♦  fumifli  the  example  of  fubjefting  Kings 
*•  themfelves  to  this  falutary  yoke;  and 
**  ^yho,  finally,  have  not  thought  too  dearly 
*•  purchafed,  by  long  convulfions  and  vio* 
**  lent  ftorms,  that  liberty,  which  has  been 
**  produdlive  of  fo  much  glory  and  pro- 
**  fperity. 

•*  This  principle  of  the  unalienable  fove- 
"  reignty  of  the.  people  is  going  to  be  dif- 
*'  played  in  a  ftriking  manner  in  the  Na- 
'*  tional  Convention^  the  convocation  of 
'*  which  has  been  decreed  by  the  Legif- 
**  lative  Body,  and  which  will,  no  doubt, 
**  fix  all  parties  and  all  interefts.  The 
**  French  nation  has  good  grounds  to  hope 
''  that  the  Britifli  Cabinet  will  not,  at  this 
**  decifwe  moment^  depart  from  that  juftice, 
**  moderation,  and  impartiality,  which  it 
•*  has  hitherto  manifefted. 

**  Full   of  this  confidence,   which  refts 

**  on  fadts,  the  underfigned  renews  to  his 
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"  Excellency  Earl  Gower^  in  the  name  of 
**  the  Provifional  Executive  Council,  the 
•'  aflurances  which  he  has  had  the  honour 
*'  to  give  him  viva  voce,  that  whatever 
"  relates  to  commerce  between  the  two 
**  nations,  and  affairs  in  general,  (hall 
"  be  carried  on,  on  the  part  of  the  French 
•*  Government,  with  the  fame  juftice 
*^  and  fidelity.  The  Council  flatter  them- 
**  felves  that  there  will  be  a  full  reci- 
•*  procity  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  Govern- 
•*  ment,  and  that  nothing  will  interrupt  the 
**  good  underftanding  which  fubfifts  be- 
**  tween  the  two  nations. 

^'  The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

••  Le  Brun/' 

This  impertinent  note,  which  made  no 
reply  whatever  to  the  fentiments  expreflfed 
by  the  King  of  England  on  the  fituation  of 
Louis  XVI.  and  the  Royal  Family,  was 
much  lefs  addrefTed  to  his  Britannic  Majefly 
than  to  the  Ehglifh  people,  whom  it  flattered 
on  their  Revolution,  on  their  liberty,  and  on 
the  glory  they  had  acquired  in  fetting  the 
firfl  example  of  fubjccfting  Kings  to  the  Na- 
tional Sovereignty.  The  Executive  Council 
thought,  no  doubt,    that   this  note  would 
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render  the  Revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft 
popular  in  England,  and  would  fix  the 
neutrality  of  that  Power;  but  they  did  not 
know  the  Englifh  nation  5  they  did  not 
know  that  they  were  prouder  of  their  Coun- 
ter-revolution than  of  their  Revolution,  the 
excefles  of  which  they  continue  to  lament 
to  this  day* ;  nor  that  this  wife  and  loyal 
people  prided  themfelves  not  more  on  their 
attachment  to  the  Conftitution  whence  they 
derive  their  glory  and  profperity,  than  on 
their  love  and  veneration  for  the  excellent 
Monarch  to  whom  England  owes  her  hap- 
pinefs,  and  to  whom  (he  is  indebted  for  an 
illuftrious  example  of  virtue. 

At  the  fame  period  (September  ift)  there 
appeared  in  the  Moniteur  another  note,  faid 
to  come  from  good  authority,  containing 
a  very  cirAimftantial  account  of  the  plan  of 
the  operations  to  be  purfuejd  by  the  armies 
of  the  Powers  leagued  againft  France.  This 
note  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  accuracy 
of  it  was  fufficiently  corroborated  by  the 
iflue,  to  create  a  fufpicion  of  treachery,  or 

•  A  National  faft,  kept  every  year  on  the  30th  of 
January,  the  anniverfary  of  the  martyrdom  oi  Charles ^ 
I.  folemnizes  and  perpetuates  the  horror  of  England 
for  that  execrable  crime. 
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at  leaft  of  very  great  indifcrction.  The 
chief  articles  of  it  were  as  follows : 

**  The  troops  of  the  patriots  are  to  be 
^*  haraffed  as  little  as  poffible,  to  prevent 
•*  their  becoming  inured  to  war,  nor  are 
**  fieges  of  any  importance  to  be  under- 
**  taken.  The  armies  {hall  not  be  expofed 
^^  to  any  confiderable  check  to  avoid  giving 
*^  encouragement;  and  when  they  attack,  it 
**  (hall  be  on  feveral  fides  at  once,  and  with 
*'  fuperior  forces.;  and  it  muft  always  be 
**  kept  in  mind,  that  more  than  200  leaders, 
*'  difpcrfcd  in  the  different  cantons  of  France, 
♦*  have  points  of  rendezvous,  anjj  keep  lifts 
'*  of  numerous  fignatures  of  perfons  who 
*^  are  to  join  the  army  of  the  Princes  as  it 
•*  advances. 

**  The  combined  armies  are^  to  march 
^'  towards  fortified  towns  as  if  they  meant 
'*  to  befiege  them,  but  they  (hall  only  take 
"  po(re(rion  of  thofe  which  (hall  open  their 
f*  gates,  and  leave  detachments  before  (lich 
**  as  tefolve  torefift,  to  prevent  the  garrifons 
**  from  coming  out. 

••  On  coming  up  with  the  armies  of  the 
•*  patriots,  it  (hall  be  enough  to  encamp  ^n 
f'  fight  of  them,  and  no  battle  (hall  he 
?^  fought  without    an  advantage;    but  ia 
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•*  the  mean  time  large  detachments  ftiall  be 
**  fcnt  to  make  themfelves  matters  of  the 
♦*  country,  and  at  every  place  favour  the 
**  motions  of  the  Counter-revolutionifts. 

•*  This  point  attained,  while  the  Duke 
♦*  of  Brunfwick  keeps  the  patriot  forces  in 
^*  check  with  his  different  armies^  the  King 
^*  of  Pruflia  fliall  advance  with  an  army 
•*  chiefly  Pruflian,  to  a<ft  in  concert  with 
**  the  Auftrian  army ;  and  at  this  time  the 
*'  army  of  the  Princes  (hall  march  forward, 
*^  increafed  by  the  Counter-revolutionifls  of 
^*  tkit  Interior,  who  for  a  conflderable  time 
**  paft  were  ordered  or  permitted  to  return 
•*  to  France,  according  to  the  different 
'*  charges  with  which  they  were  entruftcd. 

•*  The  King  of  Pruflia  ftiall  march  to 

Paris,  which  ftiall  immediately  be  reduced  ; 
^^  by  famine  ;'*  &c. 

This  note  may  ferve  to  explain  feveral 
myfl:erious  circumftances  of  the  campaign 
of  the  year  1792,  fuch  as  the  railing  the 
flege  of  Thionville,  the  long  inaction  of 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick*^  army,  and  fome 
other  fads. 
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CHAPTER   XXXll. 


^Jtem  of  Terror — Domiciliary  Vifits — A 

'  great  Number  of  Perfons  arreJled—Ver- 

'    dun    bejieged — Robefpierre.    denounces 

Brijfot  and  the  Gironde  FaBion — The 

Plan  of  the  Maffacres  of  September  fet^ 

tied  -^  Danton  and  others— Proclama- 

•  tion  for  forming  an  Amy  to    march 

-  againfi  the  Duke  of  Bmnfxvick — Decree 

mvejling  the  Executive  Council  mth  a/r-^ 

hitrary  Power — Horrid  Maffacres  at  the 

Abbaye^  the  Carmes^  and  St.  Firmin-^ 

Thefe  Horrors  the  Confequences  of  apre^ 

meditatid  Plan — Scandalous  ConduSi  of 

the 
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the  Affembly — Tallien^s  Defence  of  the 
Majfacres — Refolution  not  to  defend  the 
Temple  againfl  the  Mob — Elizabeth  Ca- 
zotte — The  Princefs  de  Tarente — Maffa- 
cres  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Force — The  Prin^ 
cefs  de  Lamballe — Mob  at  the  Temple — 
Dreadful  Situation  of  the  Royal  Family 
— The  Duke  of  Orleans  fufpeEled  of 
ordering  the  Murder  of  the  Princefs  de 
LoMballe  —  Majfacres  at  the  Bicetre — 
Verdun  taken — General  Panic — Danton 
ufurps  the  -whole  Executive  Power — 
Roland — The  Continuance  of  the  Maf 
f acres  juflified  by  Hirelings — The  Peo- 
ple not  Accomplices  in  the  Maffacres^ 
xjohich  were  intended  to  he  general  through- 
out the  Kingdom — Removal  and  Maf 
facre  of  the  Prifoners  confined  at  Or- 
leans. 

Those  men  of  Wood  who  had  been  the 
means  of  eftabliftiing  the  popular  tribunal, 
in  order  to  fupply,  by  its  adlivity,  the  tar- 
dinefs  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Nationajl 
Supreme  Court,  foon  found  that  it  was 
neither  fufficiently  cjcpeditious  nor  fuffici* 
entl}  feVere.    It  hardly  got  through  a  trial 

'in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


346  '         ASNAtS   OF    THE  [SgFT.iTga. 

in  a  day,  and  had  already  deviated  from  the 
objed  of  its  eftablifhment  fo  far,  as  to  ac- 
quit fomc  of  the  perfons  accufed,     This  was 
allowing  the  tafte  of  the  people  for  execu- 
tions to  cool,  the  Revolution  to  grow  lan- 
guid at  the  moment  of  its  greateft  energy, 
and  running  the  rifle  of  fufFering  a  great 
number  of  its    viiStims   to  efcape.      The 
Commune  faw  no  other  way  of  preventing 
all  thefe  dangers,  of  repairing  all  thefe  cry- 
rors,  than  that  of  giving  new  force  to  the 
principal  Revolutionary  fpring,  terror ;  and 
they  undertook  the  work  with  the  lefs  fcru- 
ple,  as  from  its  fuccefs  they  alfo  expelled 
the  confirmation  of  their  own  authority, 
which  the  National  Affembly  had  Ihaken  a 
little.    The  Minifter  Danton  feconded  this 
proje<9:  as  much  as  he  could,  by  obtaining 
authority   for  the   Municipalities   to  make 
domiciliary  vifits;  and  this  terrible  acfl  of 
the  moft  odious  defpotifm  was  carried  intp 
execution  in  the  Capital,  in  the  name  of 
liberty,  -with   a  violence  unknown  in  the 
hiftory   of  any  country.     The  decree   that 
authorized   it   was  pafled  on   the  28th   of 
Auguft,  and  immediately  fent  to  the  Com- 
mune, of  which  Robefpierre  was  then  Prc- 
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iident.  The  orders  for  the  execution  of  it 
were  inrtantly  made  out  and  direded  to  all 
the  Sedions ;  the  barriers  were  (tut  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  drums  beat  the 
generate^  and  an  order  of  the  Commune 
gave  all  the  citizens  notice  to  be  at  home  at 
fix. 

This  order  fpread  alarm  and  conftemation 
through  every  worthy  family  in  the  Capital. 
It  was  aimed  not  only  at  the  nobles  and 
priefts^  but  at  the  citizens  of  every  clafs 
who  had  figned  the  famous  petition  of  the 
twenty  thoufand,  and  who  were  faid  to  be 
included  in  the  lifts  of  profcription.  All 
who  were  afraid  of  being  arretted  made  ufe 
of  the  little  time  the  order  of  the  Commune 
left  them,  in  feeking  a  hiding  place,  in 
which  they  might  fliun  the  domiciliary 
vifits.  Clofets  concealed  by  painted  paper 
or  (ham  pannels,  cellars,  lofts,  chimnies» 
and  finks,  Iheltered  a  great  many:  fome  hid 
themfelves  in  empty  calks,  othars  under 
piles  of  fire- wood,  under  bundles  of  ftraw, 
between  mattrefifes,  and  in  old  rolls  of  ta- 
peftry.  Several  took  different  difguifes,  and 
went  for  refuge  to  the  rooms  of  labourers, 
W^iSicrwomen,  women  of  the  town  whom 

they 
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they  had  never  known  *,  and  even  to  the 
beds  of  hofpitals  between  the  dead  and  the 
dying ! 

At    length    the    fatal    hour   llruck,    and 
warned  the  affrighted  citizens   home.     At 
the  fame  inflant  the  tradefmen  fhut  up  all 
their  (hops,  the  carriages  all  retired,  and  in 
the  noifieft  and  raoft  frequented  ftreets  all 
was  flill,    and   not  a   creature   to  be  feen. 
Within  the  houfes  every  family,  not  pro- 
tected  by   fome   great  villain,   prefcnted  a 
pidure  of  defpair  and  terror.     Each  trem- 
bled for  himfelf,  for  his  children,  for  his 
friends,  and  for  his  property.     The  arrival 
of  the  CommiiSoners  of  the  Sedions  was 
cj^pcded  and  watched  for  with  the  extreme 
of  anxiety;  but  the  domiciliary  vifits  did 
not  begin  till  one  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  Commiffioners  were  attended  by  patrols 
of  fixty  meri  armed  with  pikes,  who  in  all 
the  ftreets  proteded  their  operations,  pre- 
vented ♦he  inhabitants  of  the  houfes   not 
viiited  from  going  to  thofe  that  had  been 

*  Thefe  were  the  fafeft,  and  this  night  of  horror  pro- 
duced at  Icaft  fevcral  examples  of  vice  deceiving  villany, 
to  protcft  virtue. 
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vifited,  and  ferved  as  a  guard  for  the  per- 
fens  taken  up  as  fufpedted.  The  continual 
motion  of  fo  many  armed  men,  the  knock- 
ing at  the  doors  violently  repeated  to  have 
them  opened,  or  to  force  fuch  houfes  as  had 
been  left  by  the  inhabitants ;  the  complaints 
of  thofe  dragged  away 'to  the  Sedions,  the 
fwearing  of  thofe  who  had  charge  of  them, 
and  the  clamours  of  the  patriots  in  all 
the  public  houfes,  kept  the  Capital  in  a 
frightful  uproar  through  the  remainder  of 
the  night.  More  than  3000  pcrfons,  pre- 
tended to  be  fufpedlcd,  were  arretted.  Some 
of  them  were  releafed  the  next  day,  but  the 
following  days  the  arrefts  continued  to  be 
made.  The  prifons  and  National  buildings, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  churches,  convents,  and 
feminaries,  converted  into  places  of  con- 
finement, were  filled :  not  only  Royalifts ' 
and  priefts  were  (hut  up  in  them,  but  feve-^ 
ral  Conftitutionalifts,  and  fome  moderate 
patriots  of  different  Scdions.  It  was  on 
this  occafion  that  the  Sedlion  des  Lombards 
entered  into  a  refolution,  by  which  they 
declared  the  Council-General  of  the  Com- 
mune ufurpers^  withdrew  their  Commif- 
fioners  from  them,  and   invited  the  other 
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Sedions  to  do  the  fame  ♦;  Tallien  and  fomc 
other  Members  of  the  Cdmmune,  as  great 
villains  as  himfelf,  did  every  thing  they 
could,  but  in  vain,  to  raife  the  people 
againft  thfc  Sedkion  des  Lombards.  One  of 
the  fpeakers  who  had  the  moft  contributed 
to  the  adoption  of  the  refolution  (Louvet) 
was  denounced  in  the  Tribune  of  the  Coun- 
cil-General as  a^  Counter-revolutionift  by 
Robefpierre^  who  carried  his  fury  fo  far  as 
to  demand  his  head ;  and  he  owed  his  life 
only  to  the  report  that  was  fpread  of  his 
being  arrefted.  Thefe  outrages  did  not  pre- 
vent fome  other  Sedions  from  following  the 
example  of  that  of  the  Lombards.  The 
Minifters  themfelves,  perpetually  fettered  in 
the  exercife  of  the  Executive  Power  by  the 
enterprifes  of  the  Commune,  which"  were 
favoured  only  by  Danton^  had  cojnplaincd 
to  the  Affembly.  It  is  true,  that  as  a  pu- 
niftiment  for  their  audacity,  they  were  de- 
clared T^i^^^^^t  and  marked  out  for  popu- 
lar vengeance  by  placards  ftuck  up  about 

*  This  refolution  was  one  of  the  chief  reafons  for 
the  decree  for  dilTolving  the  Commune ;  a  decree  which 
the  Affembly  did  not  dare  to  enforce,  and  which  their 
cowardice  led  them  to  annul  a  few  days  after  by  mo- 
difications. 
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the  ftreets;    and  Roland,   notwithftanding 
all  his  popularity,  was  fiimrtioned  by  jR<7-^ 
befpierre  to  the  Bar  of  the  Council-GeneraL 
The  Commune  did  tlot  confine  thcmfelvcs 
to  thefe  petty  means,  which  Marat ^  one  of 
their  principal  Members,    called   demi-TTie- 
fares.     He  had  computed,   and  daily  re- 
peated in  his   paper,    that  there  remained 
300,000  heads  to  be  cut  off,  in  order  to  con- 
folidate  the   Revolution,  liberty,  the  ^  fove- 
reignty  of  the  people,  &c.     It  was  more 
blood  that  this   monfter  wanted,    and   the 
Commune  did  not  let  him  wait  long  for  it. 

It  was  heard  at  Paris  on  the  ift  of  Sep- 
tember, that  Verdun  was  befieged,  and  that 
it  was  not  piovided  with  any  means  of  de- 
fence.    The  Jacobins,  quick  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  every  occafion,  thought  only  of 
turning  the  general   alarm   fpread  by  this 
news,  in  favour  of  the  Commune.     Their 
emiflaries,  mixing  with  the  crowded  groups 
formed  at  the  Palais-Royal,  and  in  all  pub- 
lie  places,  ihouted  treafon^  and  maintained 
that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  would  never 
have  dared  to  penetrate  fo  far  into  the  French 
territories,  if  l;ie  had  not  entered  into  a  fecret 
treaty  with  fome  Members  of  the  Executive 
Council,    and    even    with    the    Aflembly. 

Several 
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Several  vague  denunciations,  but  all  tending 
to  the  fame  end,  were  made  on  the  fame 
day  to  the  Council-General  of  the  Com* 
mune ;  and  when  Robefpierre  thought  that 
the  credulity  of  his  auditors  was  fufficiently 
raifed  to  admit  the  groffeft  impofitions,  he 
darted  to  the  Tribune,  as  if  tranfported 
with  indignation  and  patriotifm.  '*  No  one 
**  then/'  faid  he,  ••  dares  to  name  the  trai- 
**  tors.  If  that  be  the  cafe,  for  the  good 
**  of  the  people  I  will  name  them.  I  de- 
•*  nounce  the  liberticide  Brijfot^  the  Gi- 
**  ronde  fadlion,  and  the  corrupt  Commif- 
**  lion  of  the  Twenty-one  of  the  National 
**  Aflcmbly.  I  denounce  them  for  having 
*•  fold  France  to  Brunfwick^  and  for  hav- 
••  ing  received  in  advance  the  price  of  their 
**  treachery.  I  engage  to  produce  to-mor- 
**  row  the  proof  of  this  execrable  plot  *.** 

In  the  night  of  September  i  ft,  Danton  af- 
fembled  at  his  houfe  the  greateft  villains  of 
the  Jacobin  Club  and  of  the  Commune, 
and  fettled  with  them  definitively  the  plan 
of  all  the  crimes  which  were  to  fully  the 

•  The  Commiflion  of  the  Twenty-one,  the  Giron- 
difts,  and  Brijfoty  had  been  the  chief  promoters  of  the 
decree  for  diflblving  the  Commune :  inde  ire. 

follow- 
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following  days:  thofe  days  of  blood  and 
hqrror,  the  remembrance  of  which  would 
alone  fuffic^  to  (lamp  a  lading  ihame  on  the 
Revolution  of  France,  and  to  devote  the 
authors  of  it  to  the  execration  of  pofterity. 

On  Sunday,  September  2d,  ?it  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  two  Municiptel  Offi- 
cers appeared  at  the  Bar  of  the  Aflembly, 
and  gave  notice  that  the  Council-General 
had  refolved  that  the  tocjin  (hOuld  be  rung 
in  Paris,  the  drums  beat,  the  alarm*gun 
fired,  and  that  all. the  patriotic  citizens  of 
Paris  and  of  the  adjoining  Departments 
(hould  be  invited  to  aflemble  in  the  Champa 
de^MarSp  to  march  againft  the  enemy  ;  that 
in  the  meantime  the  Gouncil  were  to  fend 
CommiiConers  on  the  road  to  Chalons,  to 
invite  the  citizens  to  join  thofe  who  were  to 
go  from  Paris ;  and  that  the  Municipality 
had  juft  publiChed  the  following  procla- 
9iation : 

**  Citizens,  the  enemy  are  at  the  gates  of 
'*  Paris;  Verdun,  which  flops  them,  can- 
^'  not  hold  out  more  than  a  week;  the 
**  citizws  who  are  defending  it  have  fwpm 
*'  to  die  rather  than  furrender:  this  is  tell- 
*'  ing^^you  that  they  sgre  making  a  rampartf 
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**  of  their  bodies  for  you;  it  is  your  duty 
**  to  fly  to  their  afliftance.  Citizens,  march 
'*  immediately  under  your  colours;  let  us 
**  aflemble  in  the  Champ-de-Mars,  and  let 
**  an  army  of  60,000  men  be  formed  di- 
'*  redly.  Let  us  go  and  expire  under  the 
•*  blows  of  the  enemy,  or  exterminate  them 
*^  with  ours/* 

Thefe  meafures  were  all  warmly  applauded 

by   the    Aflcmbly^     *'  It   is    now,'*    cried 

VergniauXj  •*  that  Paris  muft  (how  herfelf 

•*  truly  great.     I  recognife  her  courage  in 

**  the  ftep  (he  has  juft  taken,  and  now  it 

**  rhay  be  faid  the  country   is  faved.     It 

•*  feems  that  the  plan  of  our  enemies  is  to 

'*  proceed  to  Paris,  leaving  behind  them  the 

**  fortre(res  and  our  armies,  which  are  not 

**  (Irong  enough  to  attack  them,  but  which 

**  can  follow  them,  annoy  them,  and  cut 

**  off  their  communications;  and  if,  at  a 

•*  determined  point,    we  fuddenly   prefent 

•*  them  a  formidable  front,   if  our  brave. 

^*  Parifian  army  take  their  van,  while  our 

■*  battalions   following  them,  attack  their 

-**  rear,  then   (hall   they   be  fwallowed  by 

**  that  earth  which  they  have  profaned  by 

**  their  facrilegious  march:  but  amidft  thefe 

**  flattering 
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•*  flattering  hopes,  there  is  a  refledion  which 

*'  we   muft  not  conceal;    there  are,,  you 

*'  know,  men   formed  of  fo  miry  a.  clay, 

*'  that    they   diffolve  at   the  idea  of   the 

**  flighted  danger.     I  wifh  we  could  diA 

**  tinguifli  this  fpecies  having  the  huqian 

*'  fliape  without  a  foul,  that  all  the  indivi- 

^*  duals  of  it  might  be  put  together  in  the 

**  fame  town,  Longwy  for  example,  which 

•*  might  be  called  the  town  of  cowards^ 

*'  Let  Paris  at  prefent  difplay  great  vigour, 

*'  let  her  be  fuperior  to  thofe  panics  which 

**  magnify  dwarfs  into  giants,  and  the  dufli 

*'  that  flies  before  a  pack  of  Germans  into 

**  armed  battalions,  and  the  country  is  faved. 

**  Men  of  the  14th  of  July,   and  of  the 

*'  loth  of  Auguft,  it  is  you  I  call  upon— 

^*  Yes,  the  National  Aflembly  may  depend 

**  upon  your  courage.     But  why  are  not  the 

**  entrenchments   of  the   camp  under   the 

^'  ramparts  of  this  city  more  advanced? 

^}  Where  are  the  fpades,  the  pick-axes,  all 

**  the  inftruments  that  raifed  the  altar  of  the^ 

•'  Federation,  and  levelled  the  Champrde- 

**  Mars?  Have  the  citizens  been  Icfs  eager 

*'  in  .fortifying  a  camp,  than  they  were  in 

*?  forming  the  ground  for  a  feflival?  You 
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/*  ftng  and  celebrated  liberty;  the  point 
•*  now  is  to  defend  her.  It  is  not  Kings  of 
**  bronze  that  we  have  to  overturn  at  pre- 
*'  fcnt,  but  Kings  furrounded  with  power- 
"  ful  armies.     I  move  that  the  Affembly 

fend  immediately,  and  every  day,  twelve 
•*  CommifHoners  to  the  camp,  not  to  exhort 
**  by  empty  fpecches  the  citizens  to  work, 
*'  but  to  dig  the  ground  thcmfelves;  for 
•*  there  is  no  longer  any  tinne  for  fpicakbg". 
'*  Wc  muft  dig  the  grave  of  our  enemies, 
••  for  every  .ftep  ttey  advance  digs  ours/* 

This  motion  excited  general  acclamations, 
and  was  unanimoufly  decreed.  Danton^ 
who  with  his  colleagues  were  present  at  this 
Sitting,  feized  this  moment  of  enthufiafm 
and  terror  to  obtain  a  decree,  inverting  the 
Executive  Council  with  the  moil  unlimited 
and  X  arbitrary  power.  He  magnified  the 
fervices  rendered  by  the  Commime,  and  the 
importance  of  the  meafures  they  had  juft 
takoi  at  his  inftigation.  '*  It  is  at  this  mo- 
**  ment,**  faid  he,  **  that  you  may  declare 
*'  that  the  Capital  has  merited  well  of  all 
"  France.  The  tocfin,  which  is  going  to 
•*  be  rung,  is  no  fignal  of  alarm;  it  is  the 
••  charge  to  attack  the  tnernks  of  the  coun- 

''  try. 
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*«  try.  To  conquer  them,  Qcfltlemen,  wc 
**  muft  put  on  boldnefs;  boldnefs,  more 
**  boldnefs,  and  France  is  favcd.  Wc  be- 
•*  feech  you  to  concur  with  us  in  direfting 
^*  this  fublime  feeling  of  the  people.*' 
Thefe  obfervations  were  rapturoufly  ap- 
plauded, and  followed  by  the  foUpwing 
decree : 

''  The  National  Affembly  decree,  ift, 
*'  That  all  thofe  who  fhall  refufc  either  to 
**  fcrve  perfonally,  or  to  give  their  arms  to 
''  thofe  who  are  willing  to  march  againft 
**  the  enemy,  (hall  be  declared  infamow, 
•*  traitors  to  the  country,  and  deferving  of 
^*  death,  2dly,  The  fame  (hall  be  declared 
**  of  thofe  who  dire(5lly  or  indirectly  Ihall 
*'  refufe  to  execute,  or  (hall  in  any  manner 
'^  whatfoever  impede  the  orders  i(rued,  and 
♦*  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  Executive 
'*  Power.  3dly,  That  twelve  Commiflion- 
••  ers  from  the  AiTembly  (hall  be  named 
**  immediately  to  join  the  Executive  Power, 
•'  and  fupport  its  meafures/* 

It  was  one  o*clock  in  the  afternoon  when 
the  AflTembly  paflTed  this  fatal  decree,  which 
conferred  the  dreadful  power  of  life  and 
death  on  the  Executive  Council,  or  rather 
on  Danton^  who  took  upon  himfeJf  the 
Aa  3  whole 
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whole  cxcrcife  of  it.  At  the  fame  time  the 
proclamation  of  the  Commune  was  iflued 
and  made -public^  the  alarm-gun  was  fired, 
the  found  of  the  tocfin  and  the  beating  of 
the  drums  were  heard  everywhere.  Perfons 
on  horfeback,  coaches,  cabriolets,  and  even 
the  voitures  de  place ^  were  flopped  .  indif- 
criminately  in  the  flreets,  and  all  the  horfes 
taken  and  fent  to  the  Sedions,  to  be  em- 
ployed for  the  carriage  of  the  artillery. 
Several' carriages,  full  of  priefls,  who  were 
departing  in  obedience  to  the  decree  which 
ordained  their  banifhment,  were  flopped 
at  the  barriers,  and  led  back  to  the  HoteUde^ 
Ville^  efcorted  by  a  crowd  of  Marfeillois 
and  Federates,  who  repeated  in  their  favage 
fongs,  that  they  were  going  to  make  the 
Calotins  dance  the  Carmagnole.  The  Mu- 
nicipality, inftead  of  protefting  thofe  good 
priefls  in  their  fubmiffion  to  the  law,  and 
fecuring  them  a  free  pafTage,  fent  them  to 
the  Abbaye  and  the  convent  of  the  Carmcs^ 
'  They  were  followed  by  a  crowd  that  in- 
i  creafed  every  moment  in  number  and  rage. 
The  Marfeillois  difcontinued  their  fongs  to 
bellow  fhouts  of  death,  *•  While  we  are 
♦*  gone,*'  cried  they,  *'  to  fhed  ouj  blood 
♦*  for  the  country  aqd  liberty,  (hall  >ve  leave 
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**  our  wives  and  children  expofcd  to  the 
**  daggers  of  fanaticifm  and  Ariftocracy  ? 
"  No,  no.  Perifh  all  Counter-revolution- 
**  ids!**  Three  carriages,  crowded  with 
thefe  virtuous  priefts,  arrived  together  at  the 
Abbaye:  thofe  who  went  out  of  the  two 
firft  were  fufiered  to  go  in  the  cloifter;  but 
fcarcely  was  the  door  of  the  third  opened, 
when  there  was  a  cry  among  the  people  that 
they  had  fome  fecret  intelligence  with  the 
other  prifoners,  that  they  had  made  figns 
to  them,  which  thofe  at  the  windows  had 
anfwered ;  at  that  inftant  the  priefts  coming 
out  of  the  third  carriage,  and  thofe  already 
in  the  cloifter  of  the  Abbaye,  were  all  maf- 
facrcd. 

The  news  immediately  fpread  through 
the  town  that  the  people  were  killing  the 
priefts ;  and  although  the  Sitting  of  the 
National  Aflembly,  of  the  Commune,  of 
the  Se6);ion$,  of  the  Municipality,  was 
permanent,  not  one  of  thofe  Conftituted 
Authorities  gave  any  order  to  put  an  end  to 
the  horrible  carnage;  and  the  Executive 
Council  remained  equally  unconcerned. 

The  priefts   at  the  gate  of  the  Abbaye 

were  but  the  firft  vidtims  of  the  fury  of 

the  brigands ;  almoft  all  the  prifoners  who 

Aa  4  had 
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had  been  (hut  up  there  (ince  the  loth  of 
Auguft  (hared  the  fame  fate.  They  who 
cfcaped  owed  their  lives  to  the  fatigue  of 
iheir  butchers,  who,  after  about  twelve 
hours*  tbntinued  cft^acre,  having  fcs^rcely 
ftreftgth  to  raife  the  in(b-ument  of  death, 
t6ok  it  into  their  heads^  by  way  of  breathe 
kig  a  little,  to  form  a  Criminal  Tribunal 
C6mpofcd  of  Judges  chofen  from  amon^ 
themfdve^y  before  whom  the  prifoners  ftill 
living  were  brought  one  after  another  to  take 

i  their  trial  ♦.  They  were  queftioned  by  the 
Prcfident.     Thpfc  whofc  names  were  accomr 

^panied  with  no  charge;  on  the  books  of  com- 
mitment, and  wh6  could  prove  that  they  had 
been  arretted  by  miftake,  were  declared  in- 
nocent,   and  were  led  in  triumph  to  the 

•  Th«j  PreRdcnt,  fometitnes  fitting^  fottictimcs  ftand- 
ing>  with  a  cutlafs  in  his  hand,  was  at  a  table  on  which 
were  papers,  an  inkfland,  pipes^  and  bottles.  Round 
the  table  were  ten  perfons,  fomc  in  their  fhirt-flccvcs 
and  aprons,  others  ftretched  at  their  length  afleep  on 
benches,  waking  at  times  to  join  tnechanically  in  the 
(bouts  they  heard.  Maillardt  the  bailiff,  «n  inhabi* 
tant  of  the  Fauxboo^g  St.  Antoijne,  was  the  Prtfident ; 
the  fame  man  who  had  been  feen  playing  a  principal 
part  at  the  taking  of  the  Baftille,  on  the  fth  and  6th  of 
OSober  1789,  and  on  tlie  toth  of  Auguft. 
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gates  of  the  Abbaye,  where,  before  they 
qbtained  their  liberty,  they  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  receive  kiffes  from  the  blood«* 
clotted  lips  of  the  executioners,  who,  who? 
ther  careiling  or  cutting  throats,  (houted 
with  the  fame  tranfports  of  joy  or  fury, 
Viv^  la  Nation  ! 

The  prifoaers  entered  on  the  book  as 
Counter-revolutionifts,  fufpedted  perfons, 
$cc.  were  alfo  tried  for  the  form ;  but  all 
that  they  could  allege  in  their  juflification 
was  without  efFe<5l:  as  foon  as  they  were 
done  fpeaking,  the  Prefident  ordered  thai 
they  Jhould  be  carried  to  Laforce^.  Ig- 
norant that  this  was  the  form  adopted  by 
the  Tribunal  for  the  fentence  of  death,  and 
imagining  that  they  were  to  be  removed  to 
the  prifon  of  the  Hotel  de  Laforce^  they 
fufFered  themfelves  to  be  led  without  reiift- 
ance  to  the  gates  of  the  Abbaye,  where  the 
moment  they  arrived  they  fell  beneath  the 
blows  of  the  aflaffins.  When  thefe  villains 
were  fatigued  with  their  work,  to  reft  them* 
felves  they  went  and  (at  among  the  Judges^ 
who  went  in  turn  to  perform  the  office  of 
executioners.     At  times,  however,  this  Tri- 

•  J^ttV»  ks  conduifit  i  Laforci. 
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bunal  of  blood  was  thought  not  to  be  fuffi- 
cientljr  expeditious;  and  in  fome  of  the 
intervals  between  the  fentences  the  aflaffins 
ifturmurcd  at  having  nothing  to  do.  In  one 
of  thoTe  intervals,  fortie  of  them  more  im- 
patient than  their  comrades,  leaving  their 
poft,  went  and  broke  in  the  doors  of  a  cell 
in  which  fome  prifoners  had  barricadped 
themfelves,  and  mafTacred  all  they  found 
there,  though  the  Tribunal  had  not  yet  de- 
cided their  fate  *• 

When  all  the  oriefts  found  in  the  dun* 
geons  of  the  Abbaye  had  been  facrificed, 
the  Swifs  who  had  been  carried  thither  for 
their  fofety  were  loudly  called  for  by  the 
aflaffins.  The  fubaltem  officers  were  all 
maffacred  without  examination  or  trial. 
Captaip  Reding,  confined  to  his  bed  by  the 
wounds  he .  had  received  on  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  was  laid  hold  of  by  the  murderers, 
who  finding  that  he  could  not  walk,  hoifted 
him  upon  their  (boulders  to  carry  him  to 
the  place  of  execution ;  but  on  the  way  one 
of  them,  tired  of  the  piercing  cries  forced 

*  It  was  then  two  o'clock  in  the  moming  of  the  3d 
of  September,  and  the  maflacre  had  commenced  the 
day  before  af^wo  in  the  afternoon. 
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from  that  brave  officer  by  pain,  fawed  his 
"  throat  with  his  cutlafs,  on  the  back  of  his 
comrades,  who  knew  nothing  of  his  death 
but  by  the  ceafing  of  his  cries. 

Wer^  I  to  give  an  exa<St  account  of  all 
the  atrocities,  of  all  the  refinements  of  bar- 
barity with  which  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  days 
of  September  were  fuUied,  were  I  to  bring 
in  view  the  immenfe  heaps  of  mutilated  and 
palpitating  corfes  piled  before  the  gates  of 
all  the  prifons  of  the  Capital,  were  I  to 
paint  the  indefatigable,  ferocious  murderers 
covered  with  gore,  and  drinking  the^  blood 
of  their  vidims,  mixed  with  brandy,  to 
make  their  intoxication  more  furious,  and 
were  I  to  include  in  the  fcene  an  immcnfc 
crowd  of  curious  and  idle  people  glutting 
*  their  ftupid  looks  with  this  execrable  fight, 
it  would  form  the  mofl  horrible  pidlure  ever 
yet  offered  by  the  hiflory  of  nations.  I 
(ball  confine  myfelf  to  fkctching  fome  of  the 
prominent  traits  of  it. 

All  the  priefls  who  were  at  the  Abbaye 
being  maffacred,  the  other  houfes  of  con- 
finement, where  a  much  greater  number  of 
them  had  been  (hut  up,  were  opened  to  the 
afT^flins.  They  went  firfl  to  thc^  convent  of  . 
-  the  Carmes,  to  which  the  Municipality  had 

a  few 
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a  few  days  before  fent  185  priefts,  including 
an  Archbifliop  and  two  Bifliops,  namely, 
the  Archbifliop  of  ArUs  (Dulau)^  for- 
merly agent  to  the  clergy,  and  one  of  the 
mod  diftinguifhed  prelates  of  the  church  of 
France  for  his  profound  knowledge,  his 
atcal,  and  his  virtues;  the  Bifhop  of  B^au^ 
vais  {La  Rochcfoucault)^  and  his  brother, 
the  Bifliop  of  Saintes  *.  They  were  all  put 
out  of  the  church  half  an  hour  before  the 
arrival  of  the  afT^ffins,  and  fent  into  the 
garden,  after  their  names  had  been  called 
over  to  afcertain  that  none  were  wanting. 
The  threatening  fliouts  which  they  heard  on 
all  iides,  the  pikes  and  fwords  which  they 
law  glittering  through  thp  iron  gates  and 
windows  about  the  garden,  all  convinced 
them  that  their  laft  hour  was  come,  and  * 
they  waited  for  it  with  t^e  rpoft  heroic 
lefignation. 

As  the  dock  ftruck  four,  the  aifaflins  en«* 
tered  the  church,  bellowing  oaths  and  impre- 
cations moft  fuited  to  excite  their  rage,  and 

*  The  latter  was  not  arreftcd  by  the  Municipality  ; 
but  the  moment  he  heard  that  his  brother  was  io  prifonj^ 
be  went  ^  him,  in  fpite  of  the  urgent  entreaties  of  liis 
celations  and  friends,  and  determined  to  (hare  his  fate. 
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Simulate  them  to  the  grcateft  crimes.  After 
ff  arching,  to  be  certain  that  no  prieft  had 
concealed  himfelf  in  the  church,  they  went 
out  of  it  by  the  door  leading  to  the  garden  *. 
This  door,  guarded  by  the  National  Gen- 
darmerie^ was  thrown  open  to  them  without 
the  leaft  refiftance.  At  their  approach  the 
priefts  fcparatcd,  and  fome  of  them,  in  the 
hope  of  faving  themfdves,  began  to  climb 
up  trees,  or  fcale  the  walls  to  get  into  the 
ftreets  or  courts  of  the  adjacent  houfes; 
thefc  were  the  firft  purfued,  and  were  almoft 
all  of  them  brought  down  by  mulket  Ihots, 
then  mangled  with  cutlaffes,  pikes,  and 
bayonets ;  others  ran  to  different  parts  of 
the  garden,  where  they  patiently  waited 
their  deftiny ;  and  a  group  of  about  thirty 
went  with  the  three  prelates  into  a  little 
chapel  at  the  extremity  of  the  garden; 
there,  on  their  knees,  they  implored  God's 
mercy,  bleffed  one  another,  and  reciprocally 
embraced  for  the  laft  time.  As  ten  of  the 
brigands  advanced  towards  them,  one  of  the 
priefts  went  forward  to  fpeak  tp  them/ but 

•  The  gate  of  the  chur  A  "^yhich  opened  to  the  Rue 
Vaugirard  remained  (hut  at  the  time  of  the  maflacre : 
the  people  took  no  part  in  it* 
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he  was  immediately  (hot  and  fell.  The  af- 
faflins  then^  called  for  the  Archbifliop  of 
ArieSf  and  nobody  anfwering,  one  of  them 
difcovered  him  by  a  mark  of  which  lie  had 
been  told. 

**  So/*    faid    he    to    him,    '*  you   arc 

•*  the  Archbifliop  of  4rles  ?''  —  ''  Yes, 

**  Sirs,  it  is  I/*  reph'ed  the  Blfliop  coolly. 

*♦  Ah,  wretch!   is  it  you  that  caufed  the 

**  blood  of  the  patriots  of  Aries  to  be  fpil- 

"  led  ?'*—*'  Sirs,  I  never  caufed  the  blood 

••  of  any  one  to  be  fpilled,  nor  in  my  life 

.  •*  have  I  ever  done  harm  to  any  perfon 

•*  whatever/* — ''   Well,  then,    I   will   do 

**  you    fome  ;**   faying  ^  which    the   villain 

gave  him  a  cut  with  his  fword  on  the  fore-- 

head;  but  at  this  the  Archbifliop  did  not 

ilir ;  he  received  a  fecond  cut  acrofs  his  face, 

which  made  his  blood  gufti  all  over  hinvA  ^ 

third  ftroke  threw  him  down,  and  he  feH 

without  fufFering  the  flighted  complaint  to 

efcape  him.     One  of  the  villains  thruft  his 

pike  into  his  breaft  with  fuch  violence,  that 

lie  could  not   take  it  out  again;  he  then 

fteppcd  upon  the  quivering  body,  which  he 

trampled  under  foot,   forced  out  his  pike 

broken,  and  flealing  his  watch,  held  it  up 

with  an  air  of  triumph  to  his  comrades,  as 

the 
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^hc  trophy  and  juft  recompence  of  his  fero- 
city. Thus  was  completed  the  martyrdom 
of  this  venerable  prelate,  who  diedj  as  he 
had  lived,  an  honour  to  religion. 

During  this  horrid  fcene  the  Bifliops  con- 
tinued kneeling  at  the  foot  of  the  altar  with 
the  priefts  who  had  joined  them :  there  was 
an  iron  gate  between  them  and  the  aflaffins, 
who  fired  feveral  times  upon  them  quite 
clofe,  and  killed  the  greater  number.     The 
Bifhop  of  Beauvais  furvived  this  attack, 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Saintes  only  had  his  leg 
broken.     The  ten  afTaflins  then  joined  the 
others  who  were  purfuing  and  flaughtering 
the  priefls  in  different  parts  of  th6  garden. 
This  horrible  butchery  had  been  going  on 
for  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a  man, . 
fent  no  doubt  by  Danton^  ran  in  and  put  a 
il^  to  it,  by  crying  out  to  to  the  aflaflins, 
Sirs^  this  is  not- what  you  ought  to  do ;  you 
go  the  wrong  way  to  work ;  do  as  I  Jhall 
tell  you.     He  t^en  diredled  them  to  put  all 
the  priefls    into   the    churcL;    there    were 
nearly  a  hundred  of  them  remaining.     All 
who  could  walk  were  driven  in  with  blows 
from  the  broad  part  of  the  cutlafTes  of  the 
murderers.     The  Bifhop  of  Saintes  having 
his  leg  broke,  was  carried  in  and  laid  on  a 

couch. 
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couch.  The  dirc^or  of  this  new  maiKBu- 
vre  then  ftationcd  a  fufficient  number  of  af* 
faffins  at  the  foot  of  the  ileps  leading  to  the 
g^den,  and  had  the  priefls  led  out  two  by 
two ;  as  th^  came  to  the  fpot  their  throats 
were  cut.  When  it  was  the  Bifhop  of 
fieauvais^  tixTTif  ho  was  called  from  the  altar, 
at  the  foot  of  which  he  was  kneeling ;  he 
rofc,  went,  and  died.  The  Bilhop  of  Saintes 
was  one  of  the  laft  called.  The  National 
Gendarmes  (landing  round  his  couch  pre- 
vented his  being  feen,  and  feemcd  willing 
to  fave  him;  but  thefe  wretches,  though 
equal  in  number  to  the  afTaflins,  and  better 
armed,  fufFered  him  to  be  carried  away. 
To  his  murderers,  who  ordered  him  to  fol- 
low them,  he  faid,  *'  I  have  no  objeiSlioij 
•*  to  go  and  die  like  the  reft,  but  you  fee 
•*  the  condition  I  am  in,  one  of  my  legs  is 
•*  broken;  1  beg  you  will  aflift  me  in  go- 
•*  ing.**  Two  brigands  took  him  under  the 
arms  and  led  him  to  execution. 

At  half  after  feven  in  the  evening  the 
maflacrc  of  the  priefts  drawing  to  an  end, 
either  from  there  remaining  but  few  vidims 
to  be  flaughtered,  or  from  the  executioners 
being  tired,  the  doors  of  the  church  were 
opened  to  the  people,  that  they  might  fano 
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tion,  at  kftft  by  their  pnience,  thefhi^nlble 
crimes  that  hiadbeen  p^petr^W*  w^.i'^fiirfe^ 
impunity.     A  man   iidvai>ci»g   ixom  ihc\ 
cuowd  towards  the  ai&iHn^^  dared".  <q  Cpeak: 
to  them  of  hunotaoityi,  and  by  flattering 
them  f uccceded  in  favinfg  feme  q|  the^efts 
remaining^    whom  be    made   pafis  b^ind 
him**     •VThe  peopW  faid  he,  *'  are  al- 
*'  ways  juft  in  their  vengeance,   and  r  the 
**  priefts    are   wretches,   who,   death    ex* 
*•  ceptod,   deferve  every  kind  of  punifh* 
**  ment;   but  the  Jaw  requires  that  ^  they 
*•  (hould  be  tticd."     The  number  of  thofe 
faved  by  this  ipeech,    and  of  thdfe  \vha 
efcaped  by  fcaling  the  walls  of  t)x  garden, 
amounted  in  all  to  thirty-four :  there  were 
151   maflfacred^  and  fome  laymen  (hut  up 
in  the  Cannes  fhared  the  fame  fatc.^   At 
the  feminary  of  St.  Firmin  the  number  of 
the  pricfts  was  68«  of  whom  only  15  ef* 
caped  the  martyrdom, 

•  It  wiis  fmm  th^  pncRs  thus  faved  ihtl  theft  feflj 
were  xtsa^t  kwown  to  a  French  Jaurnalift  (Peltier)  who 
'  publiflied  them  in  jLoQdon  in. the  beginning  of  the  }n&ar 
1793.  The  accuracy  of  the  interefting  narrative  he 
gave  of  them  having  been  fince  confirmed  to  me  by  an 
eye  witnfcfe,  I  thooght  it  incumbent  upon  mt  to  report 
Aemchere*    "  ' 

Part  IL  Vol,  IIL        Bb  Thefe 
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Tfarfe  horrible  evcftfs,  firft  ainnounced  by 
TalUen^  and  altef  wards  \fy  Hanton^  in  due 
ipeechea  they  made  in  the  AfTembly,  were 
not  the  unforeieen  efTedis  of  a  popular  com^ 
motion^  ordf  a  fpontaneoos  infurredion  of 
the  brigand^  bot  the  confequences  of  a 
planlfcbfokite)y  fettled  fcveral  days  before;  for 
the  g^ve-digger  of  the  parifli'  of  St.  Sulpicc 
had  received  an  affignat  of  an  hundred  crowns 
in  advance  to  prepare  the  pit  at  Monrougc, 
where » the  dead  bodies  were  carried  the  next 
day  in  ten  tumbrels.  Dantorir  Rohtfpierre^ 
Mopraty  Tallim,  and  feme  other  Members 
of  the  Commune,  were  the  authors  of  this 
plah/  and  the  principal  diredors  of  the  exe- 
cution of  it;  Three  or  four  hundred  vil- 
lains feledted  from  among  the  Marfeillois 
and  Federates  were  their  inftrumcnt^.  The 
people  were  prefent  at  none  of  the  maifacres 
but  the  laft  committed  at  the  Cannes;  and. 
we  have  fccn  that  they  appeared  there  only 
to  put  an  end  to  them :  they  did  not  go  in- 
to the  feminary  of  St.  Firmin  at  the  time 
the  priefts  were  butchered  there  in  the  dor- 
mitories, cells,  &c. ;  they  faw  only  thofe 
who  were  thrown  alive  out  of  the  windows, 
and  murdered  with  ax^  in  the  ftreets  by  the 
alTafEns  on  the  outfidc.    My  hand  refufts 
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the  tafk  of  entering  farther  into  the  details 
of  all  thefe  horrors,  which  the  more  faith- 
fully they  are  painted  become  the  lefs  cre-^' 
dibJe. 

The  Affembly,  although  by  a  great  va- 
riety of  private  communications  they  knew 
the  horrors  that  were  carried  on,  afieftcd 
not  to  believe  them,  as  they  had  received  n6 
official  information  of  them,  and  fpent' a 
great  part  of  this  Sitting  in  palfing  t\K  de- 
cree ordaining  the  fale  of  the  property  of 
Emigrants  that  had  been  or  that  fhould  be 
fequeftcred.  It  was  not  till  eight  o'clock  at 
night  that  fome  Municipal  officers  appeared 
at  the  Bar,  and  then  barely  ftated  that  crowds 
were  colleding  round  the  prifons,  and  that 
the  people  feemed  determined  to  force  the 
gates  of  them*.  The  AlTembly  faw  no 
remedy  for  it  but  that  of  charging  fix  of 
their  Members,  to  go  and /peak  to  the  people^ 
and  rejlore  tranquillity.  Accordingly, 
thefe  Commiffioners  went,  and,  after  an 
abfcnce  of  two  hours,  returned  and  reported 
that,  having  with  great  difficulty  made  their 
way  to  the  gates  of  the  Abbayc,  they  cn- 

*  Not  a  fingle  word  did  they  fay  of  the  mafiacre  of 
the  Priefls  already  perpetrated. 

!       .  B  b  2  deavoured 
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deavourml  to  fpeak  to  the  peo(>Ie,  but  ilmf** 
ifig  ffaey  could  not  mak&  themfelves  heard 
theyretired^  and  that  the.  darknefs  of  the 
night  prevented  their  feeing  what  waa 
paffing.  On  this  report  the  AfTembly,  who 
at  the  time  were  not  ignorant  that  the  maila« 
ere  of  the  Pricfts  had  been  completed,  and 
fhat  that  of  the  other  prifonecs  had  been 
begun  for  feveral  hours,  took  no  meafure 
to  put  a  Hop  to  it*,  and  broke  up  their  Sit. 
ting  as  .ufual  at  eleven  o^clock  at  night, 
leaving  in  tlie  Hall  only  the  Commiffioners 
whofe  turn  it  wa^  to  pafs  the  night  there. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  thefe  Com* 
miffionerft,  hearing  that  the  maffacre  of  the 
prifoners  was  continued,  wrote  to  the  Com- 
miine  for  precife  information  oi^  the  fubje<3:, 
and  the  Commune  fent  three  of  their  Mem- 
bers, Truch&t,  Guiraud^  and  Tallicii,  to  let 
them  know  what  was  paffing.     One  of  them 

*  They  were  not  ignorant  that  thai  very  aftcfnoda 
fomc  brigands,  who  were  carrying  about  in  triumph  the 
body  of  M,  de  Afon/morin,  which  they  had  empaled,  at- 
tempted to  prefent  it  at  their  Bar.  Bciidctf,  the  Abb6 
Sicardi  iht  ipflriiAor  of  die  deaf  and  dumb,  who  fattd 
efcaped  the  maflacre  through  the  bold  zeal  of  one  of  hi^ 
friends,  wrote  to  the  AlTcinbly  tp  inform  them  of  the 
danger  he  had  been  in,  and  to  make  his  deliverer  koown 
to  them. 
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ilated  that  moft  of  th€  prifwis  were  eiiipty» 
that  about  400  prifoners  had  perifhed  ^  that 
he  had  opened  the  prifons  of  La  Farce  an4 
St.  Pelagie,  and  let  outall  the  prii!bners,  and 
that  he  had  likcwife  refctied  twenty-four 
women,  among  whom  were  Madcmoifellc 
de  Tourzel  and  Madame  de  St.  Brice^  the 
Queen's  waiting- woman ;  but  that  finding 
himfelf  in  danger,  be  was  obliged  to  retire 
to  fave  himfelf,  Tallien  added  that  the 
prifoners  who  had  been  confined  in  the  Ab- 
bayc  on  account  of  the  10th  of  AugufJ,  and 
the  forgers  of  aflignats  had  been  all  put  to 
death  except  eleven ;  that  all  the  prifoners 
at  the  Chatelet  had  likewife  been  iacrificed ; 
that  the  Commiffioners  whom  the  Commune 
had  fent  to  that  prifon  to  appeafe  the  people 
had  been  in  the  greateft  danger,  without 
being  able  to  do  any  thing ;  that  the  Com- 
miiiioners  who  had  gone  to  the  prifon  of  La 
Force  had  not.  been  more  fortun^e;  and 
that  the  Commune  were  going,  to  fend  ano« 
ther  deputation. 

If  this  infamous  Commune^  who  had, 
3o;oop  National  Guards  at  their  command, 
had  not  intended,  had  not  ordered  the  maf- 
facre  of  tjie  prifoners,  would  they  have  con- 
tented themfelves  with  oppofing  the  afTaf- 
B  b  3  fiqs 
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liris  with  dfcputations  and  harangues  ?  It  was 
foWiers,  it  was  biiyoncts  that  ought  to  have 
been  fent  againft  this  handful  of  brigands, 
who  would  have  inftantly  variiftied-     It  was 
doubtlcfs  to  avert  this  reproach  that  Tallien 
alleged  that  the  duty  at  the  barriers  required 
Jo  great  a  number  of  men,  that  there  was 
not  a  fujjicient  number  left  to  keep  order*: 
but  what  duty  could  be  more  urgent  than 
that  of  faving  the  lives  of  thoufands  of  in- 
nocent vidims  ?  *And  with,  what  face  did 
this  villain  dare  to  fpcak  of  the  duty  of  the 
harriers,  that  barbarous  meafure  thought  of 
by  the  diredors  of  the  maffacrcs,  to  prevent 
any  of  the  perfons  whom  they  had  profcribcd 
from  efcaping  by  flight  the  weapons  of  the 
aflaflins  ?    Tallien  did  not  here  bridle  his 
audacity,,  he  dared  to  make  fome  kind  of 
apology  for  the  maflacres,  which,  that  I 
may  not  be  fufpcded  of  exaggeration,    I 
Ihall    report    in    his  own  words.     •*  Our 
•*  Conuniflioncrs/*  faid  he,  **  did  all  they 
^*  could  to  prevent  the  Hot$l  de  la  Force 

.  ^  There  ^were  fifty-two  barriers  at  Paris,  not  one  of 
-which  required  a  hundred  men  to  gnard  it,  fo  that  the 
Commune  had  dill  more  than  23,009  ooen  to  fend  againft 
three  or  four  hundred  aflaflins. 

«.•  f?om 
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**  from  being  pillaged,  but  they  were  not 
^*  able  to  ftop  the  jufi  vengeance  of  the 
*•  people  i  for  it  ought  to  be  told,  it  has 
**  fallen  on  forgers  of  affignats :  what  called 
**  forth  their  vengeance  was,  there  were 
•^'  only  known  villains  in  the  prifon.'* 

duiraud^  the  worthy  colleague  of  Tailiefi, 
obferved  alfo  in  praife  *  of  the  people,  that 
in  exercifing  their  vengeance  they  attended 
tojuftice;  that  at  the  Chsitelet  feveral  pri- 
ibners  had  been  enlarged,  annidil  the  ihouts 
of  Vive  la  nation  f  ihzt  at  the  Pont-neuf 
the  people  had  fearched  the  dead  bodies,  and 
given  in  the  money  and  pocket  books*  j  and 
that  a  man  deteded  ftealing  a  handkerchief 
had  been  put  to  death.  **  The  people^/* 
added  he,  *' organized  a  tribunal  in  the 
•^  prifons,  compofed  of  twelve  perfons. 
•*  After  examining  the  regifter,  and  putting 
**  divers  queilions  to  the  prifoner,  one  of 
*'  the  Judges  placed,  his  hand  .on  liis  head, 
**  faying,  Do  you  think  in  your  confdence 
♦*  thai  we  may  releafe  the  gentleman  ?  The 
<•  word  releafe  was iiis: condemnation;  and 

♦  Thcfe  eflfefts  were  all  ftden  f>y  the  Coiomiffioucrat 
Qftjie  Commune,  who  had  takca  ch^ij^^  pf  them. 

t  That  \t  to  fay;  the  iifiaflint.    v    :  •    .  i:^ 
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**  if  thj5  anfiver  was  yes,  the  accufcd  was 
**  fufiered  to  go;  when  haflening  away  he 
*^  was  executed  by  the  pikes  ready  for  him 
^'  at  the  gate.  If  he  was  pronounced  inno* 
*•  cent,  the  (houts  of  Vive,  la  nation  f  fuc- 
**  ceedodt  and  the  accufcd  was  fct  at  li- 
M  beyty.**  Thii^  Guirdud  likewifc  gave 
i^lice  that  the  prifon^  of  the  Palais  were 
:abfal«tely  empty,  and  that  very  few  pri- 
foners  had  efcaped  death. 
r!  On  tbcfe  reports  the  CommiiSoncrs  of 
^he  Afffembly  for  the  night  convoked  the 
Meipbcrs  at.  th^ee  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
bui  there  was  not  a  fulEcient  number  till  nine 
to  do  bttfinefs.  A  letter  was  then  read  from 
Paiiim,  dating  that  he  had  not  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  e$«ats  of  the  night  till 
it  was  too  late  to  be  of  any  ufc.  Nobody 
contradided  thi$  falfehood,  although  it  was 
generally  known  that  the  events  of  the  night 
were  but  the  fequel  of  thofc  of  the  day  before, 
and  that  the  mailacres  which  had  commenced 
at  throe.o'dock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  pre- 
^^ing"  day/ were  ftill  continued  with  una- 
bated  fury.  Nor  did  the  Affembly  deter* 
mine  upon  any  thing,  and  this  Sitting  was 
fpent  ih  reading  letters  received  from  the 
Commiflioners  who  haid  been  fcnl  to  the 
;     -    .  armies 
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armies  and  to  the  Departments,  in  decreeing 
fome  articles  of  the  criminal  code,  in*  re- 
ceiving patriotic  gifts,  and  in  debating  on. 
what  waa  to  be  done  with  the  Deputf 
Jauneau^  agaihftwhoma  decree  of  accu** 
fation  had  pafled  for  having  given  one  of  hif 
colleagues  {Grimg^ne7ja»)  a  box  on  the 
car.  He  had  been  fent  to  the  Abbaye,  whore 
he  found  favour  in  the  fight  of-  the  aflailins» 
and  now  appeared  at  the  Bar  efcorted  by  the 
brigands  who  had  delivered  him*. 

During  this  infamous  fupinenefs  the  Af« 
fembly  received  a  letter  from  the  Coni« 
miflioners  of  the  Council  of  the  Commune, 
dated  at  the  Temple,  the  contents  of  which 
were  as  follows :  **  The  fanduary  of  Louis 
/*  XVL  is  threattocd.  Rejijiance  toould 
be  ittt^oiitic  And  dangerous^  perhtpJi 
wijvjl.  Harmony  betw^^n  the  Repre* 
*'  fcatatives  ^f  the  people  and  the  Com^ 
♦♦  miflioners  of  the  Comqiunc  might  pr«^» 
«*  vent  excefs.  We  requeft  ths^  you  will 
«•  have  the  goodnefs  to  appoint  fix  Members 

*  The  AiTembly  decreed  that  the  Cominittee«room 
fhould  be  hU  place  of  confinement,  and  that  he  fliould 
femaia  there  on  hts  parole  of  honour. 

*•  to 
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/•  to    ad  conjointly  witTi  us  in  calming 
*•  tbccflfervcfccnccof  the  people." 

It  is  a  horrid  fad,   that  the  Aflcmbljr 
lieard  without  the  leaft  emotion  tbefe  dread- 
ful  words,  which  announced  not  only  that 
the  lives  of  the  King  and  the  Royal  Family 
were  in  dangor,  but  that  the  CommifConers 
appointed  to  guard  their  Majcftics  were  de- 
termined to  make  ho  refifbuice  againfl  the 
aflaflins.    They  did  not  dare  to  refufe  their 
requeft,   but  they  fent  them  fome  of  the 
greatcft  villains    among  them,    who  were 
much  more  difpofcd  to  fecond  than  to  ob^ 
ftttidi  the  attempts. of  the  regicides*.     The 
AiTembly  having  appointed  them  broke  up 
the  Sitting. 

The  maflacres  continued  at  the  gates  of 
the  prifpns,  and  the  people  whom  the  Com-* 
mune  dared  to  accufe  of  thus  exercifing 
their  jti/l  vengeance  took  no  part  in  them  : 
they  were  merely  fpcdtators,  and  if  they 
did  interfere  fometiuMs,  it  was  to  intercede 
for  fome  of  the  victims.     An,  incident  as 

-  .*  Five  of  thefc  Deputies^  Le  Creix,'Bazir€i  CbeudUu, 
f^hurii^t^  ^ni  Chfb^t^  were  afterwards  Members  of  the 
Convention,  and  at  the  trial  of  the  King  voted  for  his 
death. 

fublime 
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fublime  as  it  was^  affeiSling  touched  the 
hearts  of  all :  Elizabeth  Cazotte  piercing 
the  crowd  of  affaflins  at  the  moment  they 
were  going  to  kill  her  father,  threw  her  arms 
round  the  neck  of  the  venerable  old  man, 
crying  out,  *•  You  (hall  not  touch  my  father 
**  till  you  have  pierced  my  heart/'  A 
general  fliout  for  saercy  proceeded  from  the 
people,  and  Cazotte  was  faved.  The  fpcc- 
tators,  the  very  affaffins,  forgetting  their 
trade,  furrounded  the  father  and  daughter, 
and  loaded  them  with  carcffes.  '^  TcU  uS 
/•  your  enemies/*  faid  they  eageriy,  *•  that 
••  we  may  do  you  juftice/*  The  good  old 
man  replied,  **  How  (hould  I  know  them, 
^*  as  I  have  never  injured  any  man*  ?** 

A  fimilar  incident  of  filial  piety  occurred 
a  few  minutes  after  and  with  fimilar  fuccefs. 
for  to  the  courageous  afFe(5lion  of  his 
daughter  Monfieur  de  Sombreuil  owed  his 
life. 

•  About  nine  days  after  he  was  again  arrcftcd,  on 
account  of  his  correfpondcncc  with  M.  de  la  Porter  pub- 
liflied  in  the  colledion  of  papers  relative  to  the  King's 
trial.  His  daughter  followed  him  to  prifon  in  fplte-cf 
the  foldiers  who  went  to  arreft  hkn.  He  wascondcmned 
to  die,  and  on  the  day  of  his  execution  (he  was  takefi 
froni  him  and  confined  in  another  prifon,*  left  (he  ihould 
again  fuccecd  in  faving  him. 

The 
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The  Princcfs  ir  Tarente,  now  Duchcfs 
of  U  Tremouillef  favcd  hcrfelf  by  an  efibrt 
of  heroiTm.,  Being  brought  before  the  tri- 
imnal  of  the  murderers,  after  waiting  for 
her  turn  without  clofing  her  ejrcs  for  forty 
hours,  SM^idft  the  (hrieka  of  the  vidlims 
under  execution,  and  the  agonies  of  thofe 
remaining  to  be  maflacred,  ihe  recovered 
aU  her  energy  when  ihe  found  that  the 
^ueilions  .which  were  put  to  her  tended  to 
f^bt^in  aafwers  criminating  the  Queen.  She 
waj.iold  (he  (hould  die  if  (he  did  not  conr 
{eU  the  pretended  plots  of  which  her  Ma- 
^%  was  accufed  ;  but  neither  her  courage 
B^  fidelity  was  to  be  fhaken  by  threats. 
She  fo  completely  refuted  all  their  calumnies 
0n  which  ihe  was  examined,  that  the  opi- 
nion of  all  the  hearers,  decidedly  given,  com- 
pelled her  Judges  to  declare  her  innocent 
She  had,  however,  fcarcely  reached  thegate^ 
of  the  Abbaye  when  the  agents  of  the  tri- 
bunal went  and  demanded  her  in  order  to 
CSLTry  her  back  to  prifon  till  ampler  informa- 
tion fhould  be  obtained.  She  refufed  to  re- 
:funk:with  them,  and  demanded  immediate 
yeath  or  liberty.  The  people,  tranfported 
with  admiration,  proclaimed  her  innocence 
and  led  her  home  in  triumph.  Some  of  the 
2  aflaflins 
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aflaffins  mixed  with  thafe  who  deortod  h^^ 
and  then  returned  to  theii*  poft. 

While  thefe  ilriking  inftancei^  of  couragb 
»)d  virtue  moderated,  at  kaft  for  (oac  vMm 
mentSt  the  fury  of  the  aiTafltas  empk^ed  at 
the  Abbaye,  and  fcenied  to  awaken  fottie 
feelings  of  humanity  in  their  favage  foul^» 
(beams  of  blood  continued  to  flow  at  the 
gates  of  the  other  prifons  of  the  Capital^ ' 
where  the  barbarity  of  the  murderers  was^ 
carried  to  the  greateft  excefs.  We  have  al-^ 
ready  feen  that  the  CommiJSioners  pi  th^ 
Commune  had  fent  four-and.-twenty  women 
out  of  the  prifon  of  La  Force:  this  was 
felling  the  aflaffins  what  they  were  to  <io> 
and  condemning  thofe  who  were  not  fct  at 
liberty  lo  certain  death.  Of  that  number 
Was  the  unfortunate  Piincefs  de  LambaiU^i 
whofe  fituation  was  the  more  hopelefii^  a$ 
the  tribunal  that  decided  the  fate  of  the  pri* 
foners  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Force  was  not 
cotApofed,  as  at  the  Abbaye,  of  Judges 
taken  from  among  the  fatigued  executioners 
already  fatiatid  with  blodd,  but  frdm  among 
villains  a  thoufand  times  tiliore  wicked,  who 
Were  the  caafe  of  its  being  fhed,  and  of 
irhom  the  af&ffins  wei-e  but  the  inftrtfment?. 
I4er<^  it  was  by  two  Municipal  officers  dref- 
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i&A  in  their  fcarfs  that  the  prifoners  were  ex-* 
amined  and  judged.     Thofc  who  were  on 
the  fcrvice  whea  the  Princefs  de"  Lamballe 
was  adled,  were  two  of  the  moft  violent  de-- 
fliiagogues  of  the  Jacobin  Club,  Hebert  and 
VHuUUcT.    When  (he  was  brought  before 
this  frightful   tribunal,  feeing  herfclf  fur- 
rounded  by  men  whofe  faces,  hands,  clothes» 
and  weapons  were  covered  with  blood,  and 
hearing  the  fhrieks  of  the  wretches  whc»n 
the  executioners    were   murdering    in  the 
ftrcets,  (he  fell  into  a  fwoon.     As  fhe  began 
to  recover  her  feifes  by  the  exertions  of  one 
of  her  'waiting- women    who    had    accom* 
panied  her,  fhe  was  again  thrown  into  the 
fame  ftate  by  the  new  cries  that  caught  her 
ear.     When  at  length  fhe  was  able  to  fpeak, 
her  Judges  afked  her  if  fhe  knew  any  thing 
of  the  plots  of  the  Court  on  the  loth  of 
Augufl.     She    replied,     "  I    am   ignorant 
^  whether  there  were  any  plots  on  the  loth 
♦*  of  Augufl,  but  I  know  that  I  was  notac- 
•*  quainted  with  any/*    She  was  then  told 
to  fwear  liber^  and  equality,  and  hatred  tq 
the  King^  the  QyTecn,  and   Royalty.     *•  I 
*•  will  readily  fwear  the  two  firjft,"  laid  (he, 
**  but  I  cannot  fwear  the  lafli  it  is  not  in 
«*  my  heart."    A  perfon  flanding  by  whim- 
pered. 
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pcred.  Swear  I  if  you  do  not  fwecir  yau  are 
dead.  She  made  no  reply,  but  raifed  her  hands , 
and  covering  het  fact  with  them  made  a  ftep 
towards  the  gslte.     The  villain  who  que£» 
tioned  hcf  (hen  pronounced  the   form    of 
death:   Let  the  lady  be  releafed*.    Two 
inen  feized  her  by  the  arms  and  dragged  her 
out. '   She  had  no  fooner  paded  the  threlhold 
6f  the  gate  than  (he  received  a  cut  with  a 
fword  on  the  back  of  her  head.     The  tnon- 
ftcrs  who  had  hold  of  her  were  forcing  her 
to  wade  through  blood  and  tread  over  dead 
bodies  to  go  to  the  place  marked  for  het 
own,  but  (he  could  notfupport  herfelf  and 
(he  fwooncd  away,  on  which  (he  was  (tab- 
bed   with    pikes.     She  was    immediately 
(Iripped  of  all  her  clothes,  and  her  naked 
body  remained  expofed  for  more  than  two 
hours  to  the  brutal  infpe£tion  of  the  popu-^ 
lace,  and  to  all  the  horrible  infults  which 
the  moft  favage  barbarity,   united  with  the 
filthieft  impurity,    could    devife.      About 
noon  the  barbarians  determined  to  cut  off 
her  head  and  tear  out  her  heart.      They 
loaded  a  cannon  with  one  of  her  legs ;  the  reft 
of  the  body  was  given  up  to  a  band  of  can- 

*  ^t*on  ilargijji  Madamt. 
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nibals^  who  dfaggodit  about  the  {kxtetj^.  They 
who  had  the  head  attdthe  heart  carried  them 
about  on  pike«i  atid  firft  to  the  Abbey  St. 
Antoine»  where  the Princefs^Ie  Lcmballe  had 
fefided  feme  time.  They  prefented  them  to 
the  view  of  Madatac  dt  Beattviau,  who 
bad  been  the  Abbefi;  of  this  Abbey,,  and  %n 
intonate  friend  of  Madame  de  LeMhallc's. 
Thefe  aflkffins  then  joining,  thofe  who  were 
dragging  the  mutilated  body  of  the  Firm-* 
ccfs,  went  together  to  the  Temple.  At  thehr 
Ipproach^  the  Conuniilionert  of  the  Cotn^ 
mune  on  duty  at  the  Temple,  confultcd 
with  thofe  of  the  Aflembly  who  had  juft 
arti^ed,  and  determined  not  to  employ  force 
to  repel  people :  they  had  caufed  the  arms  of 
the  guards  to  be  exatrrined,  to  fee  that  they 
were  not  loaded,  and  ordered  them  to  iheath 
their  bayonets. 

It  was  now  half  pad  one  o^clock,  and  the 
Royal  Fapiily  were  at  dinnen  On  l^aring 
the  drums  arid  the  cries  of  the  people,  they 
trofe  from  table,  and  went  into  the  Quecn*$ 
chamber.  The  faithful  Gery  went  down 
ftairs  to  dine  with  a  man  named  Tifon  and 
his  wife^  who  were  employed  as  fpies  at  the 
Temple.  They  had  fcarcely  taken  their  feats, 
when  the  bloody  head  of  the  Princefs  dc 
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Lamballe  was  held  ta  the  window.  '  Tifon^s 
wife  gave  a  viplent  fcream,  which  the  murder- 
ers fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  Queen,  and 
they  expreffed  their  enjoyment  of  the  thought 
in  horrrid  burfts  of  laughter.  The  Com- 
miflioners  at  this  time  caufed  a  tri-coloured 
ribbon  to  be  hung  acrofs  the  gate  of  the 
Temple,  with  this  infcription  upon  it : 
Citizens  J  you  who  with  a  jujl  vengeance 
can  unite  the  love  of  order,  refpeSl  this 
barrier;  it  is  necejfary  to  our fuperintend-^ 
ence,  and  to  our  refponfibility.  They  then 
entered  into  a  parley  with  the  leaders  of  the 
aflaflins,  who  propofed  that  they  fhould  be 
admitted  into  the  Temple  with  the  head  of 
Madame  de  Lamballe^  on  promifing  to  ufe 
no  violence  againft  the  prifoners,  but  merely 
to  (how  them  the  head,  that  they  might  fee 
what  had  been  the  confequence  of  their 
plots.  On  fome  difficulties  ftated  to  them 
by  the  Commiffioners,  they  lowered  their 
demand  to  being  fufFered  to  go  only  into  the 
Court  of  the  Temple,  and  the  King  and 
Queen  being  placed  at  the  window  to  fee 
the  head.  At  this  ftage  of  the  negociation 
two  Municipal  Officers  went  into  the  apart- 
ment where  the  Royal  Family  were,  and 
on  the  King's  afking  if  his  Family  were  m 
Part  II.  Vol.  III.         C  c  fafety, 
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fafetjr,  they  faid,  **  It  has  been  reported 
^'  that  you  and  your  Family  ye  gone  from 
**  the  Tower,  and  the  people  are  calling  for 
**  you  to  appear  at  the  window;  but  wc 
**  fhall  not  fufFer  it,  for  they  ought  to  (how 
*'  more  confidence  in  their  magillrates.'' 

In  the  mean  time  the  fliouts  and  tumults 
increafed,  and  infults  addrefTed  to  the'  Queen 
were  diftindly  heard,  when  another  Muni-^ 
cipal  Officer  came  in,  followed  by  four  men- 
deputed  by  the  populace  to  afcertain  whether 
the  Royal  Family  was  or  was  not  in  the 
Tower.  One  of  them,  accoutred  in  the 
uniform  of  the  National  Guard,  infif^ed  that 
the  prifoners  fhould  {how  themfelvcs  at  the 
windows,  but  the.  Municipal  Officers  would 
not  allow  it  j  on  which  the  felloe  faid  to 
the  Queen  in  the  moft  brutal  manner, 
**  They  want  to  keep  you  from  feeing  De 
**  LambalU's  head,  which  has  been  brought 
'*  to  you,  that  you  may  know  how  the 
**  people  avenge  themfelves  upon  their  ty- 
••  rants  i  I  advife  you  to  fhow  yourfelf,  if 
**  you  would  not  have  them  come  up  here.** 
At  thefe  words  the  Queen  fainted  away. 
Madame  Elizabeth  affifted  Clery  in  placing 
her  on  a  chair,  while  her  children,  melting 
into  tears,  endeavoured  by  their  carcfles  to 
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bring  her  to  herfelf;  As  the  wretch  ftood 
looking  on,  the  King  faid  to  him  in  a  firm 
voice,  ''  We  are  prepared  for  every  thing, 
'*  Sir,  but  you  might  have  difpenfed  with 
*'  relating  this  horrible  difafter  to  the  Queen/' 
He  niade  no  reply,  but  went  away  with  his 
companions. 

The  Queen  coming  to  herfelf,  removed 
with  her  family  to  Madame  Elizabeth's 
chamber,  where  the  noife  of  the  populace 
"Was  lefs  he'^rd.  The  afTaffins  were  ftill  de-^ 
manding  that  the  door  fhould  be  opened, 
and  threatening  to  force  ft.  Clery  Handing 
at  a  blind  of  one  of  the  windows  of  the 
Queen's  apartment,  heard  Daunou^  the  Mu*» 
nicipal  Officer,  haranguing  the  brigands. 
*'  The  head  of  AntoinettCy*  faid  he,  *'does 
**  not  belong  to  you;  the  Departments 
**  have  their  refpedlive  rights  to  it;  France 
**  has  Confided  thefe  great  criminals  to  the 
**  care  of  the  city  of  Paris,  and  it  is  your 
<*  part  to  aflift  in  fecuring  them  until  the 
**  National  juftice  takes  vengeance  for  the 
**  people/*  Clery  alfo  faw  the  monfter 
who  carried  the  Princefs  de  Lamballe*s  head 
on  a  pike,  ftanding  on  the  rubbilh  of  fpme 
houfes  which  were  pulled  down  for  the 
purpofe  of  infulating  the  Tower ;  and  near 
C  c  2  him 
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him  another  wretch,  with  the  heart  of  that 
unfortunate  Princefs  on  the  point  of  a 
fabre  *. 

At  length  the  immenfe  mob  that  befieged 
the  Temple  left  it  to  follow  the  head  of  the 
Princefs  de  Lamballe  to  the  Palais^Royal. 
The  pike  that  bore  it  was  fixed  before  the 
Duke  of  Orleans*  window  juft  as  he  was 
going  to  dinner.  It  is  faid  that  he  looked 
at  this  horrid  light  without  horror,  went 
into  the  dining  room,  fat  down  to  table,  and 
helped  his  comj^any  without  faying  a  word. 
His  lilence  and  coolnefs  left  it  doubtful 
whether  the  affaffins,  in  prefenting  him  this 
bloody  trophy,  intended  to  offer  him  an  in^ 
fult,  or  to  pay  him  homage.  Some  writers, 
judging  from  the  known  prote(5lion  granted 
by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  the  pcrfon  named 
Rotunda f  who  boafled  to  have  taken  a  part 
in  the  malTacre  of  Madame  de  Lamballe^ 
have  afferted  that  the  Duke  had  ordered  her 
alTaffination,  in  revenge  for  her  having  fhut 

♦  The  padages  in  the  three  preceding  pages  rela- 
tive to  the  barbarity  at  the  Temple,  are  taken  from  the 
interefting  Journal  publiflicd  in  the  year  1798  in  Lon- 
don by  CUry.  Sec  his  Journal,  page  28,  French  Edit, 
p.  32.  Eng.  ed. 
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her  doors  againft  him  after  the  outrages  of  the 
5th  of  Odober  1789,  and  that  the  fcttlemcnt 
of  100,000  crowns,  which  fhe  received  out 
of  the  fortune  of  the  Duchefs  of  Orleans^ 
might  revert  to  him ;  but  thefe  conjectures 
are  too  uncertain  to  be  admitted  by  Hiftory, 
which  will  have  no  occafion  to  fuppofe 
crimes  for  the  Duke  of  Orleans ;  thofe  that 
have  really  fullied  his  life  are  fufficiently 
numerous  and  fufficiently  execrable  to  attach 
eternal  ignominy  to  his  name.  It  is  proba- 
ble, that  if  he  had  chofen  to  employ  his 
popularity,  his  credit,  and  all  the  means  he 
then  pofleffed,  in  favour  of  the  Princefs  de 
Lamballe,  he  might  have  faved  her,  and  he 
was  much  in  the  wrong  for  not  trying ;  hut 
that,  bad  as  it  is,  is  far  removed  from  the 
execrable  crime  of  having  ordered  her  af- 
faffination. 

The  brigands  who  had  detached  them- 
felves  from  the  prifons  of  La  Force  to  give 
the  Parifians  the  horrid  fight  which  I  have 
juft  been  defcribing,  had  left  a  fuffici- 
ent  number  of  aflaffins  there  to  prevent  the 
maffacre  of  the  prifoners  from  being  fuf- 
pended ;  nor  did  it  flop  a  moment  while  a 
vidim  remained  to  be  facrificed.  The  hof- 
pital  of  Bicetre  was  the  ylace  where  the 
C  c  3 .  carnage 
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carnage  continued  the  longeft,  and  was  the 
moft  bloody.  There  the  aflaffins,  finding 
the  ufe  of  fvvords,  pikes,  and  guns  too  flow 
and  fatiguing,  employed  cannon.  They 
colle<Sed  a  certain  number  of  prifoners  in  a 
court,  and  fired  upon  them  with  cahnifter 
ihot.  The  number  of  unfortunate  perfons 
who  perifhed  there  has  not  been  afcertained  ; 
the  moft  moderate  computation  ftates  it  to 
be  above  five  thoufand*.  I  here  conclude 
this  very  Ihort  defcription  of  the  bloody 
fcenes  which  pollutipd  the  Capital  from  Sun- 

*  To  this  number  is  to  be  added  that  of  the  perfons 
maflacred  in  the  other  prifons  and  houfes  of  confinement 
in  Paris  ;  viz. 

2^4  At  the  mona^lery  of  the  Carmes,  and  feminary 
of  St.  Firmin. 

180  At  the  Abbaye^  St.  Germain. 
73  At  the  cloifter  of  the  Bernardins, 
45  At  the  Hofpital  of  the  Salpetricre. 
8j  At  the  Concier^erie. 

214  At  the  Chatelet. 

164  At  the  Hotel  dp  la  Force. 

1005  Total,  without,  however,  reckoning  thofc  who 
pcrilhcd  in  the  Courts  of  the  Salpetriere,  thofe  who 
were  di owned  at  La  Force,  and  all  who  were  dragged 
from  the  dungeons  of  La  Conciergcrie  and  of  the  Cha- 
^plet,  to  be  maflacrcd  on  the  Pont-au^harge. 

day 
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day,  the  2d  of  September,  to  the  Friday- 
following,  and  I  return  to  the  Affembly, 
whom  I  left  quietly  breaking  up  at  four 
o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  go  to  dinner, 
without  having  taken  any  meafures  what- 
ever to  put  an  end  to  the  maflacres. 

The  Affembly  refumed  their '  Sitting  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  attended  at 
firft  only  to  the  reading  of  addreffes,  the 
receiving  of  patriotic  gifts,  and  hearing  de- 
putations of  National  Volunteers,  who  came 
to  afk  for  arms  to  go  to  the  frontiers.  They 
were  roufed  from  this  ftate  of  apathy  by  the 
Minifter,  who  came  to  inform  them  of  the 
taking  of  Verdun.  He  obferved,  that  it 
was  hot  upon  their  arnriies,  but  upon  intef- 
tine  diforders  that  the  enemies  had  depended 
for  fubduing  France;  that  ideas  were  fpread 
of  the  moft  alarming  kind,  and  the  moft 
calculated  to  realize  their  hopes;  that  pri- 
vate animofities  were  kindled;  that  thofe 
who  had  figned  certain  petitions  were  pro- 
fcribed;  that  at  the  frontiers  the  Parifians 
were  accufed  of  wiftiing  to  have  the  Duke 
of  York  as  King;  and  that  at  Paris  the 
Legiflative  Body  were  accufed  of  wifliing 
to  re-eftablilh  Louis  XVI.  updn  the  Throne. 
He  invited  the  Affembly  to  remain  fitting 
C  c  4  •  the 
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the  whole  night,  to  write  an  addrefs  to  the 
people  in  order  to  undeceive  them,  to  obtain 
an  account  of  the  fituation  of  Paris,  and  to 
call  out  all  the  National  Guard. 

The  Aflembly  were  the  nnore  alarmed  at 
the  news  of  the  taking  of  Verdun,  as,  a  few 
days  before,  their  fears  on  the  taking  of 
Longwy  had  been  quieted  only  by  the  violent 
indignation  difplayed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Verdun  on  that  occafion,  and  by  their  re- 
peated oaths  of  burying  themfelves  all  un- 
der the  ruins  of  their  ramparts,  rather  than 
capitulate.  Far  from  imagining  that  a  pa* 
frtotifm  fo  ardent  could  vanifti  in  a  ficgc  of 
three  days,  and  after  a  bombardment  of  only 
twelve  hours,  they  expefted  from  it  prodi- 
gies of  valour,  and  of  courfe  a  refiflance 
fufficiently  prolonged  to  give  Dumourier 
time  to  come  up  and  raife  the  fiegc.  The 
Commandant  of  the  place  {Beaurepaire)^ 
the  only  man  true  to  his  oath,  fhot  himfelf 
in  defpair ;  but  Champagne  was  open  to  the 
armies  of  the  enemy,  who  were  only  iixty 
leagues  from  Paris;  arid  the  plaudits  and 
overftrained  praifes  Javiflied  by  the  Aflembly 
on  the  pretended  heroifm  of  this  ufelefs  fui-r 
cide,  but  ill  concealed  the  panic  with  which 
they  were  ilruck ;  apd  no  one  was  deceived 
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by  the  aflfeited  indignation  they  difplayed  in 
calling  to  order  one  of  their  Members,  *who 
had  been  fo  indifcreet  as  to  invite  the  Aflem- 
bly  not  to  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  dejeiSed* 
The  terror  of  the  people  fhowed  itfelf  with 
a  violence  truly  alarming.  The  meiTcngcr 
who  brought  the  news  of  the  taking  of 
Verdun  narrowly  efcaped  being  maflacred; 
he  was  carried  before  the  Committee  of  In- 
fpedlion,  who,  after  having  examined  him, 
ordered  him  into  cuftody,  and  haftened  to 
inform  the  Affembly  that  he  had  contradided 
himfelf  on  feveral  points.  He  was  pro- 
duced the  next  day  at  the  Bar,  where  he 
gave  an  account  totally  different  to  the  news 
he  had  brought.  He  afferted  that  Dumou^ 
rier^  finding  that  the  enemy  intended  to  cut 
off  his  communication  with  the  garrifon  of 
Verdun,  had  pra£lifed  the.ableft  manoeuvre  ; 
that  he  had  tranfported  his  artillery  over  the 
whole  chain  of  the  Mont-dieu,  in  order  to 
come  out  upon  the  plains  of  Argonne;  that 
his  obje(5l  was  to  get  to  Varennes,  where  he 
was  to  join  Kdlerman,  fo  that  he  did  not 
doubt  that  the  enemy  would  be  repulfed 
with  the  greateft  advantage.  "  We  have  no 
♦•  news,'*  added  he,  «*  of  Verdun  i  and  as  ' 
1  •*  for 
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'^^  for  mc,  I  would  bet  a  hundred  to  one  that 
^*  that  town  is  not  taken." 

The  only  obje<^  of  this  grofs  artifice  was 
|o  tranquillize  the  people,  and  gain  time  to 
prepare  them  for  the  taking  of  Verdun,  the 
news  of  which,  officially  fent,  neither  could 
be  nor  was  doubted ;  accordingly  they  did 
not  hefitate  to  adopt  the  meafures  propofcd 
to  them  by  the  Minifter  at  War.  They 
ordered  by  the  fame  decree,  that  the  Execu- 
tive Power  (hould  give  an  account,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  of  the  meafure?  taken  to 
haAen  the  departure  of  the  troops  who  were 
to  repair  to  the  different  camps  in  the  way 
to  Paris,  and  to  fortify  the  heights  which 
covered  that  town  ♦.  This  decree  made  no 
mention  of  the  maflacre  of  the  prifoners, 
and  merely  declared  that  the  Municipality, 
the  Council-General  of  the  Commune,  the 
Prefidents  of  the  Se^ions,  the  Commandant 
General   of  the  National   Guard,   and  the 

*  This  famous  camp  of  Paris,  ridiculous  monument 
of  the  terror  that  fwayed  the  Parifians  and  the  Aflcm- 
Wy,  was  attended  with  an  immcnfe  expence,  was  daily 
the  obje£l  of  fomc  new  decree,  and  would  not  have 
delayed  the  entry  of  an  hpftile  army  into  the  Gapitala 
fingle  hour. 

Connmander? 
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Commanders  of  each  Battalion,  ihould,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  repair  to  the  Bar,  to 
take  individually  the  oath  of  maintaining, 
by  every  means  in  their  power,  liberty, 
equality,  and  the  fafety  of  perfons  and  pro- 
perty. It  was  likewife  ordered  that  the  Pre- 
fidents  of  the  Sed:ions  Ihould  caufc  all  the 
citizens  withia  their  bounds  to  take  the 
fame  oath  *  :  but  could  the  Affembly,  who 
had  fo  often  violated  all  their  oaths,  flatter 
themfelves  that  thofe  which  they  ordered 
would  be  more  refpefted  ?  Could  they  ex- 
pe£l  any  effe<5t  from  proclamations  perpetu- 
ally in  oppofition  to  their  own  condudt? 
The  Minifters,  to  whom  they  had  given 
their  whole  confidence  and  an  unlimited 
power>  almoft  all  trembled  before  the  Com- 
mune, who  denounced  them,  fummoned 
them,  and  accufed  thofe  who  feconded  their 
crimes  but  feebly,  of  treafon,  perfidy,  *  or 
incapacity.  Danton^  the  only  one  as  wicked 
as  themfelves,  had  ufurped,  and  by  means 
of  villany  preferved  the  plenitude  of  the 

♦  This  oath  was  taken  in  all  the  Aflcmblics  of  the 
Scftions;  but  the  Federates,  Marfcillois,  and  citizen* 
offaffms  were  not  prefent,  but  continued  flaughtering 
prifoners  while  any  remained. 

Rcvolu- 
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Revolutionary  Executive  Power.  Roland, 
mor.e  violently  attacked  than  the  reft  of  his 
colleagues  by  the  Commune,  whofe  autho- 
rity he  had  dared  to  deny,  and  whofe  ufurpa- 
tions  he  had  denounced*,  filled  the  public 
papers  daily  with  complaints,  and  with  de- 
fences of  himfelf.  Some  paflagcs  of  the  let- 
ter which  he  wrote  to  the  Aflembly  on  that 
occafion  (September  3d)  will  give  a  juft 
idea  of  the  characfter  of  that  Revolutionary 
Minifter,  whofe' virtues  the  fadtious  have  fo 
greatly  celebrated. 

**  On  the  10th  of  Auguft,'*  faid  he,  •*  it 
**  is  evident  that  we  were  loft.  The  Court, 
•*  who  had  been  long  prepared,  were  wait- 
•*  ing  the  hour  to  confummate  all  their 
*'  treafons,  to  difplay^the  ftandard  of  death 
•*  over  Paris,  and  to  reign  there  by  terror. 
♦•  The  fcntiment  of  the  people,  always  juft 
•*  and  prompt  when  their  opinion  is  not 
**  corrupted,  fore  fa  w  the  period  appointed 
••  for  their  deftrudlion,  and  rendered  it  fatal 
'*  to  the  confpirators.     It  is  in  the  nature  of 

*  They  iffued  a  writ  of  arreft  againft  him  on  the 
cd.of  September,  and  200  brigands  went  in  a  riotous 
manner  to  his  honfe ;  fortunately  for  him  he  was  not  at 
home,  and  they  contented  thcmfelves  with  arrelting  one 
of  his  Secretaries. 

**  things 
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^*  things  and  of  the  human  heart  that  vie- 
^*  tory  fhould  be  attended  with  fome  ex- 
'*  ceffes.     The   fea  agitated  by   a   violent 
^*  ftorm  roars  long  after  the  tempeft  ceafes  ; 
'^  but  every  thing  has  its  bounds.     Ifdif- 
**  organization   becomes   a  habit,    if   men 
*^  zealous,  but  vi^ithout  knowledge  or  means, 
**  pretend  to  interfere  daily  in  theadminif- 
**  tration  and   impede  its  progrefs ;  if,  on 
**  the  fupport  of  fome  popular  favour,  ob-  v 
tained  by  great  ardour,  and   maintained 
by  greater  talk,  they  fpread  diftruft,  pub- 
liftx  denunciations,  excite  fury,  and  dic- 
tate profcriptions,  the  Government  is  no 
^*  more  than  a  fliadow,  it  is  nothing,  and 
**  the  good  man  placed  at  the  helm  of  af- 
**  fairs  ought  to  withdraw  the  moment  he 
***  finds   that  he  cannot   manage  it.      The 
**  Provifional  Commune  has  rendered  great 
**  ferviceSf  they  Hand  in  no  need  of  my 
*^  teftimony  in   that   refpedt,    but  I  fay  it 
*^  through  an  efFufion  of  heart.     The  Pro- 
*^  vifional  Commune  now  err  by  continuing 
**  to  exercifc  a  Revolutionary  Power,  which 
**  (hould  never  be  but   momentary  that  it 
*•  may  not  be  deftrudlive,  and  they  are  pre- 
**  paring  great  calamities  for  you  if  they 
**  longer  delay  confining  themfelves  within 

•*  their 
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•*  their juftlimits.  Ycftcrday  \<^as  a  day, 
•*  over  the  events  of  which  a  veil  muft  per- 
**  haps  be  left.  I  know  that  the  people, 
**  though  terrible  in  their  vengeance,  (lill 
**  maintain  in  it  a  fort  of  juftice ;  they  do 
**  not  make  vidtims  of  all  who  prefent 
**  themfelves  to  their  fury,  which  they  di- 
**  re(ft  agairift  thofe  whom  they  fuppofe  to 
•*  have  been  too  long  fpared  by  the  fword  of 
*'  juftice,  and  whom  the  ftate  of  things  per- 
**  fuades  them  ought  to  be  facrificed  with- 
•*  out  delay ;  but  I  know  it  is  eafy  for  wicked 
*'  iften,  for  traitors  to  abufe  that  effervef- 
•*  cence.  The  fccret  enemies  of  the  people 
•*  may  make  ufe  of  their  agitation  to  injure 
**  their  beft  friends,  their  moft  powerful 
*•  defenders:  the  example  is  already  fet ; 
•*  let  themjhudder  andjtop^  !  Juft  anger, 
**  juft  indignation  pu(h)ed  to  its  height, 
*'  gives  rife  to  profcriptions  which  at  firft 
**  fall  only  on  the  guilty,  but  in  which  error 
*  *  or  private  paffion  foon  involves  the  juft 

**  man.^' 

In  his  addrefs  to  the  Parifians,  publifhed 
at  the  fame  time,  he  fays,  *•  I  admired  the 

*  Thefe  words  allude  to  the  writ  of  arreft  which  the 
Commune  had  iflued  againft  him  the  day  before.         ^ 

**  10th 
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«'  J 0th  of  Auguft,  I  (huddered  at  the  confe- 
•'  quences  of  the  2d  of  September.  1 
•^  readily  conceived  what  the  lotig  and  de* 
**  ceived  patience  of  the  people,  what  their 
•*  jujiice  muft  produce.  I  have  not  incon-* 
'*  fiderately  blamed  a  firft  but  terrible  im- 
**  impulfe,  yet  I  thought  its  continuance 
•*  fhould  be  avoided,  and  that  they  who 
•*  ftrove  to  prolong  it  were  deceived  by  their 
•*  imagination,  or  by  cruel  and  ilWifpofed 
*•  men/' 

This  felf-qualified  good,  man  admired  the 
lOth  of  Auguft,  and  endeavoured  to  juftify 
them  by  imputing  to  the  Court  horrible 
plots  which  he  well  knew  had  never  exifted. 
This  felf-qualified  jujl  man,  this  virtuous 
philofopher,  this  philanthropijl^  found  no* 
thing  to  blame  in  the  maffacres  of  the  2d 
of  September  but  their  continuance,  and 
dared  to  aflcrt  that  the  firft  profcriptions  had 
fallen  only  upon  criminals*:  but  to  com-» 
plete  the  difguft  created  by  this  being,  who 
was  as  ftupid  as  he  was  impudent,  we  muft 
read  in  the  fame    pamphlet  that   contains 

•  We  have  fecn  that  the  firft  viftims  of  the  raaflacre 
of  the  2d  of  September  were  the  Bifliops  and  the  Priefts 
that  Were  confined  in  the  Convent  of  the  Cannes  andiA 
the  prifons  of  the  Abbaye. 

«  thcfe 
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thcfe  atrocious  impoftures  and  fcandalous 
vauntings,  the  piifturc  he  draws  of  himfelf 
in  the  following  terras : 

"  Bom  with  fome  ftrength  of  character, 
**  I  am  indebted  to  the  good  examples  fet 
•*  before  my  youth  in  the  courfe  of  a  well- 
**  judged  education,  for  direding  it  entirely 
•*  upon   the  moft  rigid  principles  of  mo* 
**  rality.     The  general  intereft  and  the  ne- 
•*  ceflity  of  continually  facrificing  paffions, 
•*  defires,  and  whatever  is  perfonal,  to  that 
"  facred  intereft,  were  then  laid  before  me, 
**  and  are  ever  prefcnt  to  my  view.     I  de- 
*'  fpife  fortune,  becaufe  I  have  learned  to 
"  be  happy  without  it.     I  am  awake  to 
♦•  glory,  but  I  have  never  put  it  in  competi- 
•*  tion  with  virtue.     The  tcftimony  of  con- 
•*  fcience  is  neceflary  to  me ;  with  that  f  can 
•'forego  every  thing,  and  I  can  fubftitutc 
?'  nothing  in  its  place.     I  love  liberty  and 
**  equality  with  the  enthufiafm  of  a  fuf- 
f*  ceptible  being  who  confiders  them  as  the 
?'  fource  of  happinefs  upon  earth,  witb  the 
•*  conftancy  and  tenacioufnefs  of  a  thinking 
**  man  who  has  eftimated  the  advantages  of 
'*  them :  I  have  profeffed  the  principles  of 
*'  them  from  the  earlieft  period  of  my  life  ; 
^*  I  did  it  with  firmnefs  and  energy  under 

*•  the 
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*^  the  rei^  of  dcfpotifm ;  I  facrificed  my 
*•  advancement  in  life  to  them*.  Let  my 
**  life  be  fcanned  and  my  works  be  read :  I 
*•  defy  malice  to  find  in  the  former  one  fin* 
**  gle  action,  or  difcover  in  the  latter  a  fen- 
*•  timent  of  which  I  might  not  be  proud* 
•^  I  faw  the  Revolution  with  tranfport ;  it 
•*  coincided  with  the  wifties  I  had  long 
*^  formed  for  the  unhappy  clafs  of  mankind  j 
**  it  deftroyed  abufes  of  which  I  Tiave  fo 
*•  often  complained ;  I  have  fupported  it^ 
*^  for  my  part,  with  my  courage  and  con* 
*'  ftant  efforts^  and  it  has  led  me  to  the 
^^  Miniftry.  All  France  can  vouch  for  the 
*•  integrity  of  my  adminiflrati6n«  the  vigour 
**  of  my  principles,  and  the  uniformity  of 
**  my  condu6i:.  I  do  not  love  power,  nor 
**  have  I  foiight  it.  Sixty  years  of  a  la* 
**  borious  life,  and  I  anx  bold  to  fay,  the 
f*  habit  of  thofe  virtues  that  dignify  re(;ire- 
*'  ment  make  me  prefer  it  to  an  agitated  ex« 
•*  iftencef/* 

*  It  is  difficult  to  give  credit  to  this  facrifice  when  it 
.is  known  that  from  the  very  petty  office  of  infpedor  of 
manufaduresy  with  a  hundred  Lrouis  a  year,  Reknd 
was  advanced  to  the  Miniftry. 

t.  Roland's  letter  to  the  Affembly  and  addrefs  to  the 
Parifians  are  to  be  found  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  jth  and 
(rf'the  13th  of  September. 

Part  II.  Vol.  III.        Dd  The 
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The  juftcr  pen  of  hiftoiy  in  dcfcribing 
the  charader  of  Roland  will  reprefent  him 
only  as  a  wretched  empiric,  as  dull  as  he 
was  arrogant,  a  kind  of  Revolutionary  au- 
tomaton, who  never  fpoke  or  wtote  but  as 
his  wife  didated,  nor  ever  adcd  but  as  {he 
direded. 

The  joumalifts  hired  by  the  Commune 
undertook  not  only  to  juftify  the  continuance 
of  the  maffacres  which  Rolarul  had  thought 
proper  to  cenfure,  but  likewife  to  prove  them 
indifpenfably  ncceflary.  For  this  purpofc, 
they  had  recourfe  to  the  groffeft  impoftures  : 
theyaflerted,  **  that  the  police  had  had  in- 
telligence by  private  notices,  by  public 
avowals,  and  by"  figned  denunciations, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  the  prifons 
**  werie  to  have  been  opened  to  allow  the  cpn- 
•^  fpirators  to  efcape,  that  the  other  perfons 
••  in  confinement,  of  whom  there  was  a 
'*  confiderable  number,  were  to  have  r?- 
«*  ceived  arms,  fpread  themfelves  through 
-•*  the  town,  forced  the  guard  houfes,  dif- 
^*  armed  the  citizens,  and  after  joining  fome 
"^^  other  brigands  to  have  made  their  way 
'•  into  houfes  to  pillage  and  bum  them; 
*•  that  on  the  2d  of  September  thefe  alarms 
being  increafed,   the  people  were  exail 

•*  periled 
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**  peratcd  to  the  higheft  decree,  and  took 
**  the  fudden  refolution  of  preventing  tiew 
**  plots  by  putting  all  the^  villains  to  death ; 
**  that  the  Municipality  had  endcavoUred  in 
*^  vain  to  flop  them,  and  had  been  cbm- 
*•  pelled  to  Confine  themfelves  to  meafures 
^*  of  caution,  that  the  innocent  at  leaft 
**  might  not  be  confounded  with  thfe. 
*•  guilty*/* 

Every  word  6f  this  account  Was  a  falfe- 
hood.  Thofe  figned  denunciations,  thofe 
private  notices,  thofe  public  avowals  fpoken 
of,  were  neve^^  referred  to,  or  known  to  any 
body;  the  eflTotts  of  the  Municipality  to 
flop  the  malTacresj  and  their  mea(^res  to 
prevent  the  innocent  from  being  confounded 
with  the  guilty,  were  equally  unknown'f; 
but  many  eye- witneffes  have  attcfted  that  the 
people  were  merely  fpedlators  of  the  mafTa- 
ere  of  the  prifoners,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  the  Commune  who  had  ordered  it  in- 
tended 

^  Sec  the  Ntoniteur  of  the  6th  of  September. 

t  On  the  4th  of  September,  after  the  maflacrc  of  the 
^rifonen  in  the  Abbaye^  aqd  while  the  aflainns  were 
putting  td  death  in  the  other  prifons  of  Paiis  all  the 
perfons  whom  the  Commune  had  confined  there,  one  of 
the  Members  exprelTcd  himfclf  at  the  bar  of  the  Aflem- 
D  d  a  bly 
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tended  that  it  (hould  be  general,  not  only 
in  Paris,  but  .  throughout  the  kingdom. 
Were  there  any  doubts  remaining  on  that 
head  they  would  be  completely  removed  by 
the  horrible  circular  letter  which  the  Gom- 
mittce  of  Infpedtion  of  the  Commune  of 
Paris  wrote,  on  the  3d  of  September,  to  all 
the  Departments  in  the  kingdom,  counter- 
ligned  by  the  Miniftcr  Danton.  I  fhall 
infert  only  the  beginning  of  it. 

**  The  Commune  of  Paris  haften  to  in- 
**  form  -their  brothers  of  all  the  Depart- 
^*  ments,  that  a  number  of  the  ferocious 
confpirators  confined  in  the  prifons  have 
been  put  to  death  by  the  people ;  an  zGt 
**  of  juftice  which  appeared  to  them  indif- 
•*  penfable  to  reftrain  by  terror  thofe  legions 
^*  of  traitors  lurking  within  their  walls  at 
•*  the  moment  that  the  citizens  were  going 
**  to  march  againft  the  enemy;  and,  no 
•*  doubt,  the  whole  nation,  after  the  long 
*•  feries   of  treafons  which  have  led  them 

bly  in  thcfc  words :  **  Lcgiflators,  the  prifons  arc 
**  empty  ;  innocence  has  efcaped  the  fword  of  the  pco- 
"  pie's  vengeance.  T^jerc  were  innocent  citizens  under 
*^  arreft,  their  lives  wcre^jn  danger,  and  they  applied 
**  to  us  ;  we  flew  to  their  affiftance,  we  turned  the 
"  bayonets  afide,  and  a  tri- coloured  ribbon  was  fufEcient 
^*  to  ftop  an  armed  nation/* 

/       ''  to 
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•*  to  the  brink  of  the  abyfs,  will  be  eager 
**  to  adopt  thefe  means  fo  neceflary  for  the 
**  public  fafety  I  and  all  the  French  will  cry, 
'*  like  the  Parifians,  let  us  march  againft 
*•  the  enemy,  but  do  not  let  us  leave  behind 
*'  us  thefe  brigands  to  cut  the  throats  of  our 
**  wives  and  children.  Brothers  and  friends, 
•*  we  expe(3:  that  a  part  of  you  will  fly  to 
*'  our  afliftance,  and  join  in  repelling  the 
"  innumerable  legions  of  the  fatellites  of  the 
•  *  defpots  who  have  confpired  againft  France. 
We  will  together  fave  the  country,  and 
•*  fnatched  to  you  we  (hall  owe  the  glory  of 
♦'  having  it  from  the  abyfs.'* 

(Signed)  •*  The  Adminiflrators  of  the 
*'  public  fafety,  andAffif- 
'*  tant  *  Adminijtratprs 
••  united,  Pierre  Du^* 
**  plain.  Pants y  Sergent, 
**  Lenfant,  Jourdeuil^ 
"  Afara^— The  friend  of 
the  people,  De  Forgas^ 
Le  Clere,  Diifortre\ 
Celly,  appointed  by  the 
Commune,  and  fitting 
at  the  houfe  of  th^ 
Mftyor/' 

P  d  3  *'  N.  B. 
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'^  N.  B.  Our  brothers  arc  requefted  fo 
f'  have  this  letter  printed  and  fent  to'all  the 
'f  Municipalities  within  their  jurisdidion.'^* 

This  barbarous  letter,  which  devotes  the' 
infamous  Commurie  of  Paris  to  eternal  exe- 
cration, was  a  death-warrant  for  the  pri-: 
foncrs  in  all  the  Municipalities  where  the 
Jacobins  prevailed*. 

The  maflacre  of  the  prifoners  of  the  Na« 
tional  Supreme  Court  was  referved  for  the 
brigands  of  Paris.  The  plan  of  it  had  been 
concerted  between  Danton  and  that  atrocious. 
Committee  of  the  Commune,  whofe  Mem- 
bers had  taken  the  title  of  Adminijlrators 
of  the  Public  Safety^  In  the  latter  end  of 
the  month  of  Auguft,  a  detachment  of 
Marfeillois,  compofed  of  two  hundred  men, 
repaired  to  Lonjumeau,  whence  they  wrote 
to  the  Afl?mbly  that  they  were  going  to 
Orleans  to  conduct  the  prifoners  of  the  Na^ 
tional  Supreme  Court  to  Paris.  The  Affem- 
bly  at  firft  forbade  this  detachment  to  proceed 
any  farther,  and  decreed  that  the  prifoner? 

♦  At  Reims,  Meaux,  an4  Lyons,  all  the  prifoners, 
without  exception,  were  maflacrecL  The.  immenfe 
•number  of  vifiims  that  peiifliedat  this  fatal  period  wiU 
never  be  cxaftly  afccrtaincd. 

at 
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at  Orleans  fliould  be  removed  to  Blois.  A 
deputation  fent  by  the  Marfeillois  appeared 
at  the  Bar  to  juftify  them,  and  declared  that 
their  dcfign  was  only  to  go  and  guard  thofc 
prifoners  -whoj  it  was  known,  were  to  be 
re/cued.  •  The  Affembly  taking  into  confi- 
deration  thefe  pretended  alarms,  which  no- 
thing  juftified,  decreed  on  the  report  of , the 
Extraordinary  Commiffioq  of  the  Twelve^ 
that  the  Executive  Power  fliould  immcf* 
diately  fend  a  Parifian  force  of  1200  men 
to  Orleans  to  prevent  the  refcue  of  the  pri- 
foners of  the  Supreme  Court.  Had  the 
object  of  the  Affembly  been  merely  the  fc^ 
curity  of  thofe  prifoners,  they  would  have 
contented  themfelves  with  reconunonding 
them  tq  the  vigilance  of  the  National  Guard 
of  Orleans,  who  were  fufficiently  numerous 
to  guard  them ;  but  Danton  and  the  Com« 
mune  were  refolved  that  they  fliould  die  5 
and  whether  it  was  that  the  Affembly  were 
ignorant  of  this  horrible  defign,  which  for 
feveral  days  had  been  generally  fufped^ed,  or 
that  they  were  ftiU  govicmed  by  that  cpwar-^ 
dice  which  made  them  adopt  all  the  mear 
fures  propofed  or  fuggefted  by  the  Commune, 
they  did  not  dare  to  reje&  the  propofal  of' 
fending  a  bo(ly  of  1200  men  frpm  th^  Pa* 
P  d  4  rifiaq 
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rifian  Naticnial  guard  to  Orleans.  This 
detachment,  compolcd  of  the  vikft  men  of 
all  the  battalions,  was  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  pcrfon  named  Faurnier^  one  of 
the  greateft  villains  of  the  Revolution,  They 
were  joined  at  Lonjumeau  by  the  200  Mar- 
feillois  who  had  halted  there,  and  arrived 
at  Orleans  on  the  30th  of  Auguft,  The 
Supreme  Court  had  juft  condemned  to  death 
an  old  officer  named  DuUry^  accufed  of  en- 
lifting  men  for  the  Princes.  The  firft  thing 
the  Parifian  troops  did  was,  to  detach  the 
aoo  Marfeillois  to  bring  the  unfortunate 
Dulery  from  the  prifon  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution. After  the  execution  they  returned 
to  the  prifon,  the  gates  of  which  they 
ibrced  with  fwords  and  piftols  in  their 
liands  ;  and  when  the  jailor  refufed  to  open 
the  laft  door  within,  they  feized  him,  and 
would  have  cut  off  his  head  had  he  not 
given  up  his  keys.  They  then  ruflied  into 
all  the  paflages  and  chambers,  bellowing 
the  moft  horrid  imprecations,  chiefly  againft 
the  Duke  de  Brijfac  and  M.  de  Lejjart^ 
whom  they  loudly  called  for.  Their  obje<St 
as  yet  was  only  to  infult  them,  and  more 
particularly  to  lay  hands  as  foon  as  poflible 
on  ?11  their  cffe<£ts,  that  they  might  not  give 
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the  Parifian  brigands  time  to  come  and  take 
a  part  in  the  pillage ;  for  at  the  bottom  the 
violent  patriotifm  of  thofe  villains  always 
turned  out  to  be  a  love  of  booty.  -  They 
robbed  the  Duke  de  Brijfac  of  40,000  livres 
in  aflignats,  and  his  plate;  and  feized  all 
his  papers^  which  they  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  Civil  Commiflioner  {Bourdon  de  la 
Crofniere)  whom  the  Commune  had  at- 
tached to  this  expedition.  The  other  pri- 
foners  were  alfo  robbed,  abufed,  and  locked 
up  in  their  rooms,  where  feveral.  of  them 
were  forgotten  for  fix-and-thirty  hours,  du- 
ring which  time  they  remained  without  any 
kind  of  food. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  at  fix  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  they  were  informed,  that  by 
a  decree  of  the  Affembly,  pafTed  the  day 
before,  they  were  to  be  removed  to  Saumur, 
and  that  they  mull  prepare  to  fet  out  the 
next  morning.  The  correfpondents  and 
friends  whom  they  had  at  Orleans  immedi- 
ately fumiihed  them  with  money  and  fuch 
effedts  as  they  wanted.  This  afiiftance  pre- 
fentcd  a  new  prey  to  the  rapacity  of  the 
Parifian  patriots;  they  omitted  nothing  to 
make  fure  of  it,  and  the  manner  in  w;hich 
they  proceeded  was  this :  that  very  evening 
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fi>£ne  fcdirious  people  mixed'  with  the  guard 
of  the  prifons,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
them,  that,  as  decrees  of  impeachment  for 
treafon  againft  the  nation  had  been  pailed 
againft  all  the  prifoners,  they  ought  not  to 
be  treated  more  favourably  than  thofe  in.  the 
prifons  of  Paris,  and  that  it  was  of  no  ufe 
to  carry  villains  of  that  kind  any  farther. 
The  guard,  at  that  time  compofed  of  fomc 
honeft  bourgeois  of  Orleans,  having  refilled 
thefe  infinuqtions,  the  wretches  withdrew, 
and  went  to  the  Jacobin  Club  for  aid*  A 
large  party  tvas  foon  formed,  who  fent  a 
deputation  to  the  guard  to  give  them  notice 
that  a  corps,  in  which  there  were  many  of 
the  National  guards  of  Orleans,  were  com- 
ing to  compel  the  gates  of  the  prifoqs  to  be 
opened.  This  corps  did  actually  appear, 
^nd  the  guard  of  the  prifons  being  deterr 
mined  to  defend  their  pofts;  levelled  their 
cannon,  and  loaded  their  arms.  The  two 
parties  were  clofe  to  each  other,  the  town 
was  lighted,  and  a  battle  was  on  the  poin( 
of  commencing,  when  General  Foumier 
came  up,  and  propofed  as  a  means  of  recon- 
ciliation, to  carry  the  prifoners,  not  to  Sau- 
mur  as  the  decree  diredled,  but  to  Paris. 
The  Orleans    National    guard,    who  were 
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anfwerable  for  them  only  while  they  rfer 
mained  at  Orleans,  did  not  think  proper  to  ' 
oppofe  a  meafure  which  might  fave  the  pri? 
foners,  and  which  befides  would  exonerate 
thenx  of  all  refponiibility :  thus  the  pro? 
pofal  made  by  Fournicr  was  agreed  to  by 
all  parties. 

Next  day,  Sept.  4th,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  feven  open  waggons,  wjth  ftraw 
at  the  bottom,  were  drawn  up  to  the  gate  of 
the  prifon,  and  eig^it  prifoners  were  placed 
in  each".  Their  effecSls,  meant  ^o  b?  pillaged, 
were  left  in  the  prifon  to  bp  put  into  a  car-? 
riage  that  was  to  go  for  them,  but  which 
never  went,  The  convoy  fet  out,  efcorted 
by  the  corps  under  Eournier^  who  had  de- 
corated the  breaft  plate  of  his  horfe  with  all 
the  croix  de  St.  Louis  taken  from  the  offi- 
cers among  the  prifoners.  What  a  dreadful  • 
journey,  or  rather  what  a  protra<5ted  execu- 
tion had  thefe  viftims  to  undergo  !  Grofsly 
infulted  by  all  the  brigands  they  met  on  the 
way,  expofed  all  the  day  to  the  beams  of  a 
fcorching  fun,  breathing  only  air  charge^ 
with  dufl,  heaped  together  in  tumbrels,  iq 
which  they  were  flowly  dragged  towards 
death;  and  which  they  only  quitted  in  the 
^vening  to  be  laid  in  (he  ilable  of  fome  ipn, 
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where  they  were  fliut  up  promifchioufly  for 
the  night,  and  taken  out  next  morning  co- 
vered with  vermin. 

The  Aflembly  being  informed,  by  the 
great  Solicitors  of  the  National  Supreme 
Court,  that  the  prifoners  of  Orleans  were 
on  the  road  to  Paris,  decreed  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Power  fliould  take  the  neceflary  mea- 
fures  for  their  fecurity;  that  they  (hould 
caufe  them  to  be  carried  for  the  prefent  to 
whatever  place  they  might  judge  moft  con- 
venient '  out  of  the  Department  of  Paris ; 
and  that  they  (hould  fend  Commiffioners 
to  meet  the  convoy,  and  inform  the  troops 
which  efcorted  it,  that  they  had  effentially 
tranfgrefled  the  law,  to  which  they  ought 
to  fubmit. 

The  Commiffioners  met  the  convoy  at 
Etampes  on  the  6th  of  September,  where 
they  made  the  prifoners  acquainted  with  the 
objeft  of  their  miffion,  and  with  their  firm 
refolution  to  fulfil  it,  fo  as  to  quiet  all  their 
fears.  In  a  few  hours  after  they  went  and 
told  them  that  it  had  been  determined  that 
the  convoy  (hould  remain  at  Etampes  till 
the  Aflfembly  had  come  to  a  new  determina^ 
tion  on  the  fate  of  the  prifoners ;  but  the 
Marfeillois,  enraged  at  being  kept  inadivo 
I  while 
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while  their  comrades  were  ftill  Ihedding  the 
blood  of  the  prifoners  of  the  Capital  ia 
torrents,   broke  out  into  the  moft  violent 
murmurs.     One  of  them,  ftammering  and 
foaming  with  drunkennefs,  went  up  to  the 
Commiffioners,  and  faid  that  it  was  poffible 
there  might  be  fome  innocent  perfons  among 
the  prifoners  of  the   Supreme  Court,   but 
that  he  was  affured  that  there  were  alfo^reat 
criminals,  and  that  the  people  alone  had  a 
right  to  try  them.     As  the  Commiffioners 
did  not  dare  to  arreft  this  man,  or  impofe 
filence  upon  him,  the  cry  of  to  Parts,  to 
Paris  was  heard,  and  foon  became  general. 
The  Commiffioner  having  withdrawn,  Four-- 
nier  confulted  his  foldiers,  ii\  order  to  recon- 
cile the  wifti  they  manifefted  with  the  re- 
fped  they  ftill  affedled  to  preferve  for  the 
Conftituted  Authorities,  and  propofed  to  re- 
main two  days  longer  at  Etampes,  on  the 
cxprefs  conditions  of  fetting  out  for  Ver- 
failles  on  the  8th  in  the  morning,   wliich 
was    agreed    to.     The    Commiffioners  fe- 
cretly   informed    the    prifoners    that    they 
would  take  advantage  of  this  delay  to  caufe 
an  armed  force  to  be  chofen  in  the  Sedtions 
of   Paris,    and  fent   to    Etampes,  to  pro- 
ted  them,  and  enforce  obedience  to  the  law* 
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As  this  chofcn  troop  did  not  arrive,  the  con- 
voy kft  Etampcs  on  the  morning  of  the  8th 
of  September,  and  halted  in  the  evening  at 
Afpajon,  where  the  prifoners  paffed  the 
night  iti  a  liable  belonging  to  the  feat  of 
Martfchal  Mcmchyi  and  Foutnier  received 
from  theno  1500  livres,  which  he  had  the 
effrontery  to  cxadl  to  defrdy  the  expenccs  of 
their  journey,  although  the  Municipality  of 
Orleans  had  given  him  15,000  livres  for  the 
charges  of  the  convoy  as  far  as  Saumur. 

On  Sunday  the  9th  of  September  the  pri* 
foners  were  condudted  to  Verfiilles;  In  go- 
ing out  of  the  little  town  of  Jouy,  they 
found  an  immenfe  crowd  gathered  to  fee 
them  pafs,  and* which  followed  and  loaded 
them  with  abufe.  Some  told  them  that 
they  were  going  to  be  fhut  up  at  the  mena- 
gerie in  the  iron  cages  made  for  wild  beafts  ; 
others  I  that  ten  thoufand  Parifians  were 
waiting  for  them  to  cut  their  throats  •  Thefe 
threats,  thefe  outrages,  and  the  favagejoy 
manifefted  by  a  part  of  their  efcott,  nd 
longer  fufFered  them  to  doubt  that  their  laft 
hour  was  come*  Conudering  death  at  that 
time  as  the  termination  of  infupportabld 
agony,  they  were  all  refigncd  to  it,  and  fe-* 
vcral  of  them  wilhed  it. 

2  When 
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When  the  convoy  arrived  at  the  iron-gate 
at  the  entrance  of  Vcrfaillcs,  feven  Muni-* 
cipal  Officers  went  up  to  proteft  the  car- 
riages, and  to  accompany  them  to  the  mena- 
gerie.  The  party  who  Were  to  have  guarded 
them  were  about  thirty  pices  ofF,  leaving 
tut  a  line  of  five  men  on  each  fide  of  them. 
This  day  Fournicr  had  fcarcely  ever  ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  his  corps.  As 
foon  as  the  carriages  arrived  i^  the  great 
fquarc,  they  were  flopped  by  teft  or  twelve 
men,  who  feized  the  bridles  of  the  horfes, 
crying  out,  off  with  their  heads  %  they, 
however,  yielded  to  the  reprefentations  of 
the  Municipal  Officers,  and  the  march  was 
continued  to  the  iron-gate  of  the  Orangerie^ 
which  was  opened  to  allow  the  four  cannon 
that  preceded  the  efcort  to  pafs.  As  foon 
as  they  were  within,  the  gate  waa  (hut,  and 
the  convoy  again  flopped  by  the  fame  num- 
ber of  afTailants,  and  with  the  fame  cries. 
Again  thefc  favages  were  harangued;  for 
the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  efcort 
kept  tlieir  fwords  conflantly  fheathed,  and 
were  deaf  to  all  that  the  Municipal  Officers 
required  of  them.  Foumier  for  fome  tima 
feemed  as  if  determined  on  the  opening  of 
the  gate,  which  it  was  necefTary  to  pafs  in 

order 


Digitized  by 


Google 


41  tf  AXNAtS  OF   TRB  [Strr.1792. 

order  to  go  to  the  menagerie,  where  the  pri- 
foners  were  to  be  lodged;    it  was   indeed 
opened  and  (hut  twice  or  thrice  following, 
but  no  carriage  was  fuffered  to  enter.    Four^ 
mVraffe6ting  to  take  intoferiousccHifideration 
the  refpeft  that  was  due  to  the  yffWX  of  the 
fovereign   people    determined  to  leave  his 
cannon,  and  to  fend  the  convoy  by  another 
road ;  but  the  carriages  had  fcarcely  moved 
on  two  himdred  paces,  before  they  were 
flopped.     Fifteen   aflaflins   furrounded   and 
aflailed  the  firft  in  the  crofs  ftreet  des  quatre 
homes  I  it  was  then  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,   and  Fournicr  had  difappeared. 
The  Mayor  of  Verfailles  was  ftanding  near 
this  carriage,  and  endeavoured,  but  in  vain, 
to  appeafe  the  fury  of  thofe  villains :    he 
threw  himfelf  before  them,  harangued  them, 
got  upon  the  carriage  to  keep  back  the  pri- 
foners  they  attempted  to  feize,   and  even 
fhielded  with  his  body  the  two  firft  that 
were  murdered.     His   zeal,    courage,    and 
honourable  efforts  expofed  him  more  than 
once  to  the  fate  of  the  vi<%ims,    without 
faving  any.     Of  fifty- three  prif oners,  forty-^ 
fevcn    were    maffacred,    while   the   whole 
guard  under  arms  remained  near  an  hour  and 
a  half  motionlefs  fpe<^ators  of  this  fcene  of 

horror. 
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horror,  executed  by  fifteen  villains,  for  the 
people  took  no  part  in  it ! 

The  bodies  of  fhefe  vicStims  received  fimi* 
lar  indignities  to  thofe  excrcifed  on  the  pri- 
foners  maflacred  at  Paris«  Their  limbs 
were  cut  off  and  ftuck  on  the  iron  rails  of 
the  Palace ;  thofe  of  the  Duke  de  Briffdc 
were  carried  on  pikes,  and  placed  tinder  the 
windows  of  the  pavilion  of  Lucienne, 
where  his  friend  Madame  du  Barry  had 
retired* !  The  principal  perfons  brought 
from  Orleans  with  the  Duke  de  Briffdc^ 
were  ^hp  JMinifters  De  Lejfart  and  D^Aban* 
court,  M.  de  Cajhellane  Bifhop  of  Mende^ 
who  was  more  than  fixty  years  old,  M.  de 
Malvoijinj  Lieutenant-Colonel  o{  Monjieur^^ 
regiment  of  Dragpoqs,  the  officers  of  the 

^  Among  the  ^ix  prifoners  n^ho  efcaped  the  maflacrc^ 
fjsveral  wefe  fpared  bccaufe  they  were  fervants,  and  the 
others  owed  their  lives  to  the  niurderers  being  tired.  One 
efcaped  from  his  wounds  not  proving  mortal ;  this  was 
M.  d€  Loyautif  an  officer  of  the  artillery,  from  whom  I 
heard  the  circumftances  which  I  have  related.  A  per* 
ion,  named  Franfon  Btrirandy  being  found  in  the  lift 
pi  the  prifoners  pf  Orleans,  it  was  generally  thought  to 
be  me.  Several  Journalifts  confirmed  this  miftake,  and 
Heierf,  in  his  narrative  of  the  maifacres  of  Verfailles, 
gave  a' minute  acco^nt  of  all  the  cir^umftances  of  my 
death. 

Part  H.  Vol.  m        E  e  rcfi-^ 
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iTgiment  of  Cafnbrefis,  and  La  Riviere  the 
Juftice.  The  afTaffins  concluded  the  day 
with  nriaflkcreing  the  prifoners  that  were  in 
the  prifons  of  Verfailles,  among  whom 
were  feven  priefts  taken  up  to  be  tranf- 
ported, 

There  was  n6X  a  fingle  day  in  this  too 
memorable  week  that  was  not  ftained  with 
more  murders  than  had  been  committed  in 
France  for  a  century !  The  greateft  villains 
of  the  kingdom  had  now  become  the  chief 
aftors  in  the  Revolution,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  hiftory  of  it  is  but  a  horrible  feries  of 
crimes  • 
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CHAPTER   XXXIIL 
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CharaEUr  of  Robefpierre  ;  his  ObjeQ;^  Plan^ 
and  Means — The  taking  of  Longzoy  and 
Verdunr^The -Siege  of  Thionville  un- 
dertaken   without   Artillery —  Commif 
fionersfent  by  the  Commune  of  Paris  to 
all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom — ^Deputies  to 
the  Convention  ele^ed  from  among  the 
greatejt   Villains — Principal  Events  of 
the  Campaign  of  ijg2—The  Duke  of 
Brunfwick's  Plan  adopted,  but  not  fol- 
lowed-^Dum^urier' s  ConduEl — A  Nega- 
Mqtion  opened  with  him — An  Armi/lice 
r-Stipulation  for  the  Exchange  of  Pru 
E  e  2  foners^^ 
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Joners — The  Emigrants  not  included  in 
it — Retreat  of  the  combined  Armies  ine* 
vitabU-rr  Abfurd  CpnjeSures  refpeEHng 
the  Reqfons  of  it-^Unjufi  Cenfure  cafi 
on  th^  French  Princes  and  £migrants^^ 
Caufes  of  the  Bif afters  oj  the  Qampaigpf 
examine^' 

jl  he  dp^ion  of  Members  for  the  Na* 
tional  Convention  began  at  Paris  on  the  fame 
day  with  the  maffacre  of  the  prifoners,  and 
marked  a;  niuch  as  poilible  the  bloody  auf* 
pices  under  which  it  took  place.  Robefz 
pierre  was  the  firft  named.  The  part,  as 
*aftoni(hing  as  execrable,  which  he  played 
in  the  Revolution  from  the  loth  of  Auguft 
till  his  death, ^prefents  an  enigma  the  nK>rc 
difficult  to  be  refolyed,  as  the  hiftory  of  no 
country,  of  no  Revolution,  ever  offered  the 
like.  It  is  ftill  aiked,  how  did  it  happen 
that  a  man  without  a  name,  without  ta^ents^ 
without  cojirage,  without  fortune,  and  of  a 
hideous  figure,  managed,  in  the*  fpace  of  fix 
months,  completely  to  annihilate  the  moft 
ancient ,  monarchy  of  Europe,  to  bring  to 
the  fcaffold  a  good  and  virtuous  Prince^  whp 
][iad  always  defervcd  to  be  the  idol  of  his 

iubjeds^ 
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fubjeds ;  to  ttcA  on  the  ruins  of  all  thd 
laws,  all  the  Conihtutions,  all  the  Au- 
thorities, the  moft  ianguinary,  the  mod 
enormous,  power  that  had  ever  exifted  oci 
earth,  to  concentre  it  entirely  in  hi^  own 
hands^  and  to  confolidate  it  by  means  of  the 
new  crimes  with  which  he  abufed  it  ?  Such 
were,  in  fa^t,  the  horrible  miracles  of  Ro^ 
befpierre;  but  it  is  more  particularly  im- 
portant to  unveil  his  obje^,  his  plan,  and 
his  means,  that  his  accomplices,  and  men 
like  him,  whom  his  fuccefs  ftill  emboldens; 
may  never  attempt  to  renew  in  France  tKc 
dreadful  calamities  with  which  it  has  beeil 
fo  lOrig  dcfolatcd. 

Robefpierre^  condemned  by  hi*  medio- 
crity to  be  nbthing  more  than  a  petty  Pro- 
vincial Advocate  under  the  old  fyllem,.  hated 
it  only  becaufe  he  faw  in  it  no  opening  fa- 
vourable to  his  inbrdinate  ambition,  of 
which  neither  glory  nor  wealth  WHS  thtf 
bbjed.  His  turbulent,  lediticJus,  arid  in- 
nately dcfj^otic  chara^r,  rendered  him  jea^ 
lous  of  all  the  Powers,  lefs  with  a  view  of 
deftroying  them;  than  of  ihaking  a  change; 
and  of  feizirig  them  for  himfelf :  this  \Va$ 
his  democracy.  His  extreme  vanity  mi^t 
him  believe  that  ht  was  deftined  io  play  a 
Ee3  yety 
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very  C9rt|fpi?yojK5  pftrt^.  ^nd  fijch-  was  cwr, 
his '.principal  q1»}P&.  Tire  cpAyoc^iou  of 
thc.fitate»Gciw«d  opened  a  fielcj  tp  his  hope& 
the  ttuxcc  exttnfwCr  as  there  then  exifted  a 
violent  and  general  fermentation  againft  the 
Govarnment,  which  was  attacked  at  once 
by  all  dw  paflionsi  not  excepting  even  the 
love  of  the.  public  good,  fome  to  reform  it, 
others  to  deftrof  it  Robifpierre^  profefling 
<hc  moft  popular  fentiments,  and  the  moft 
ardent,  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  the  Tiers-Etat, 
eaiiljT  fucceeded  in  gaining  an  election  as  a 
Deputy  to  the  .States-General,  and  repaired 
to  VerfaiUes,  tijmfported  with  the  moft  fa- 
natic enthufiafm  for  all  Hepublican  ideas* 
The  mptijans  and  extravagant  fpeeches  which 
they,  fuggefted  to  him  rendered  him  com- 
pletely fidiculoqs,  and  made  him  pafs  for  a 
rqtad«a4p  in  the  eyes  ^ven  of  the  fadion 
nioft|Vipljen{#gaioft;fthe  government*;  and 
whenfv^r^  he  fpokei  the  ennui  and  dif- 
guil  jof -his  hearers  we^e  manifeftcd  by  the 
inoft;  iju)eqiHVp€a}  iigns.    This  outfet,  not 

-  -^  ».!*.«%        t  *  ...... 

..#  Thaj  /aftion  ^  m>t  ycJk  idare  to  ificao  any  thing 
n>pre  thar\a  Gonftitution/iy^,  but '5^onaf chkal^  or,  to 
Ipeak  tlie  language  of  the  *  times  j^i  Conjiituiional  Mo* 

V  »^  '  ...,  very 
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very  flattering  to  his  vanity,  convinced  h^ni 
that  it  was  not  in  this  A^embly  he  cpuI4 
hope  to  play  fuccefsfully  the  confpicupus 
part  to  which  he  afpired,  and  that  he  woijld 
never  have  the  flighteft  influence  in  it,  with- 
out fome  great  revolution.  That  of  the 
14th  of  July  revived  his  hopes.  It  opened 
to  his  mind  at  once  the  extreme  weaknefs 
of  the  Government,  the  advantage  that  wa? 
to  be  derived  from  ifnfurredlions,  and  the 
means  of  exciting  them.  It  was  now  in 
his  power  to  form  a  plan,  and  he  determined 
upon  that  of  gaining  completely  the  confi- 
dence and  favour  of  the  people,  in  order  to 
make  ufe  of  them  one  day  for  the  purpofe 
of  overawing  the  Aflembly.  He  foon  be- 
came OOP  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
Jacobin  Club.  From  that  time  he  publifhed  a 
vaft  number  of  pamphlets,  flattering  the 
people,  whofe  fovereignty  he  proclaimed 
and  exalted.  He  gained  over  to  him  Marat ^ 
Camlle  Defmoulins,  Danton,  and  all  the 
Revolutionary  furies,  whofe  writings  or 
motions  always  tended  to  exafperate  the 
people  againft  the  King,  the  nobility,  and 
the  clergy;  and  thus  fucccflively  followed 
the  burning  and  pillaging  of  the  country 
feats,  the  perfecutions  of  the  priefts,  the 
E  e  4  outrages 
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outrages  againft  the  King's  authority  and 
perfon,  the  fetzure  of  the  property  of  the 
clergy,  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  rights,  of 
the  nobility,  &c. 

Robefpierre  finding  that  the  Monarchy 
was  ftill  fupported  by  the  opinion  of  the 
public,  and  of  the  majority  of  the  Affem- 
bly^  ainied  at  fecuring  the  annihilation  of  it 
through  the  means  of  that  very  Conftitu* 
tion  which  it  was  faid  was  to  render  it  more 
folid  and  brilliant  than  ever.  I  will  not 
repeat  the  different  manoeuvres  which  he 
and  his  cabal  put  in  pradice,  in  the  courfe 
of  difcuffing  the  Conftitutionat  A61,  to  in- 
troduce into  it  regulations  the  moft  incompa- 
tible with  a  Monarchical  Government.  It 
is  well  known,  that  inftead  of  a  ConfUtu* 
tional  Monarchy,  fo  folemnly  announced, 
the  refult  was  a  Democratic  Government, 
ill  organized,  and  clogged  with  a  King 
without  power  or  means^  to  prevent  or  to 
reprefs  any  of  the  encroachrnents  of  the  Firft 
National  Affembly,  in  which  the  majority 
were  Jacobins*.  In  the  Legiilative  Bpdy  this 
advantage  was  fccured  to  them  by  the  Con- 
ftitutional  compofition  of  the  Primary  Af- 
femblies ;  and  ten  months  and  a  half  after 
the    opening    of    this    Second    Affembly, 

2  Louis 
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Louis  XVI.  was  dethroned,  and  he  and  the 
Royal  Family  imprifoncd.  We  have  fccn 
in  the  preceding  chapters,  that  this  outrage 
was  direfted  by  the  villains  who  compofed 
the  new  Commune  of  Paris,  formed  at  the 
inftigation  of  Robefpierrc^  who  was  the 
foul  and  real  chief  of  them,  without  daring 
to  be  their  Prefident. 

The  event  of  the  10th  of  Auguft  had  en- 
tirely deftroycd  the  Confiitutional  Monar- 
chy :  the  Aflcmbly,  terrified  by  the  threats 
of  the  Jacobins  and  of  the  Commune,  had 
already  taken  a  folemn  oath  of  hatred  to 
Royalty;  the  fovercign  people  wiflied  for  a 
Republic,  and  a  National  Convention  was 
convoked  to  determine  the  form  of  it : 
thus  all  fucceeded  to  Robefpierre^s  wi(h, 
and  his  obje<^  feemed  to  be  attained;  but 
his  boldnefs  and  ambition  increafed  with  his 
fuccefs.  A'  Republican  Government  could 
no  longer  anfwer  his  views,  but  by  his 
being  at  the  head  of  it ;  and  he  got  feveral 
Joumalifls,  and  particularly  Mdrat,  to 
point  him  out  for  Didator.  He  could  not 
endure  the  thought  of  a  National  Conven- 
tion, compofed,  like  the  Legiflative  Body^ 
ef  the  mod  diAinguifhed  fpeakers  of  all  the 

Jacobin 
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Jacobin  Qubs*     He  was  afraid  of  having 
colleagues  whofe  talents  might  counterba-r 
laoce  his  influence.      Villains  as  flupid  as 
furious     fuited    him    much    better.        He 
thought  of  two  ways  for  having  a  great 
number  of  fuch  perlbns  fent  as  Deputies  to 
the  Convention :  the  one  was  to  admit  all 
the  rabble  of  the  kingdom  to  vote  at  the: 
eleftions,  which  was  the  objedl  of  the  de- 
cree obtained  by  the  Commune,  abolifhing 
the  diftin€lion  of  citizens  adl'ive  and  not 
^ive  I  and  the  other  was,  to  keep  from  the 
Primary  Aflemblies  all  the  worthy  citizens 
who  wer^  incapable  of  being  acceiTary  to  th^ 
eledipn  of  fuch  worthlefs  people;  and  thia 
end  was  effeijted  by  the  univerial  terror  ex- 
cited at  the  period  of  the  elections  by  tha 
arbitrary  arrefts  and  n^aflacres  infb'gated  an4 
encouraged  by  the  Commune  of  Paris,  ^ho 
wejpe  always  governed  by-  Robefpicrre. 

I  here  jftnifli  the  pidlure  of  that  monfter^ 
and  thiaj^  I  have  faid  enough  of  him  to 
enable  my  readers  to  underfland  his  conduct 
throqghotit  the  Revolution*  Naturally  a 
defpot,  his  vanity  and  ambition  made  him 
a  demag^ue*  He  detefted  Rpyalty  and 
acfcility;  becaufe  hct  could  ndyther  be  a  King 

nor 
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nor  a  nobleman;  talents,  becaufe  be  had 
none  ;  religion,  becaufe  it  prohibited  all  the 
crimes  for  which  he  had  occafion*  His 
energy  was  only  that  of  ferocity,  and  he 
was  ferocious  becaufe  he  was  a  coward. 
Xhe  innumerable  aflaffinations  of  which  he 
was  guilty  were  as  often  the  effed  of  his 
terror  as  the  means  of  his  ambition,  and  the 
whole  of  his  ability  confifted  in  conftantly 
puftiing  on  towards  his  objed:,  without  any 
fcruple  in  jhe  choice  of  his  m«afures. 

The  ElteAor^l  Affernbly  of  Paris  chofc 
almoft  all  the  Deputies  for  the  Convention 
among  the  Members  of  the  Commune  the 
moft  noted-  for  their  atrocity,  fuch  as  Robef^ 
pierje  and  his  toother,  Marat^  Collet 
d'HfirhioiSf  Panis,  Scrgmt,  &c.  They  alfo 
de^ed'tbe.Minifter  i>(mton^  the  molt  fan- 
guinaf y  of  villains,  and  the  infamous  Duke 
of  Orleans^  who ^  to  the  fcandal  of  being 
lejigued  with  fuch  men,  added  that  of  ib- 
hmXiXy  abjuring  for  himfelf  and.for  his  pof* 
terity ,  hi^  family  name,  *  and  taking  that  of 
Egdlite,  on  th6  15th  of  Septetnber  1792! 
This  fliameful  and  ftupid  nick-name  was 
much  ;kfs  ./Af.  proof  of  hi^  plebeian  a^'doiir 
ifauT' of  his  cowardice.  ^ 

THe -other  Elfcdoral^  Aflcmblies  of  th^ 
;  ^    .       1  kingdom. 
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kingdbhi,  fwaycd  by  the  Members  of  the 
Jacobin  Club;  who  compofed  the  majority 
of  thcni,  alihoft  evcrjr  where  eleded  men 
amohg  thofe  wHofe  Revolutionary  exploits 
prefentid  the  gireateft  tiumber  of  crimes,  or 
ftich  as  exprefTed  themfelves  with  the  greateft 
violence  in  favour  of  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment; and  of  the  regicide*.  The  Commiffion- 
ers  of  the  Commurie  of  Paris  who  were  fent, 
under  different  pretences,  to  all  the  neighs 
bouring  Departments  for  more  than  thirty 
leagues  round,  fowcd  thefe  fatal  difpofitions 
the  more  effectually,  as  the  abfolute  and  un* 
limited  authority  which  they  took  uport 
themfelves  to  excrcife  gave  them  the  greateft 
influence  in  all  the  towns  through  which 
they  pafTed.  One  of  thofe  Commiflioners^ 
Billaud  de  Varennes,  wrpte  from  Chalons-^ 
fur-Mame,    that,  in   that  town  they  had 

•  The  Elcfloral  Body  of  Mcaux  rapturoufly  applauded 
snd  adopted  a  farmer's  motion,  tha]t  a  cannon  fkoxXi 
^e  made  of  a  caliber  of  the  fize  of  the  head  of  Lpm$ 
XVI.  that  in  cafe  cf  htvqfi^n  ibe  bead  of  that  traitor  maf 
be  fent  to  the  enemj  \  and  the  Cotamiifioner  of  the  Com- 
mune of  Paris,  fent  to  that  Department  for  thepurpofe 
of  furnKhing  fubfiftence^  in  giving  anaccmmt  of  thii 
faa  to  the  National  Afiembly,  caikd  tfiis  viBaiti  a  /W 
farmer.    SittiAgs  of  the  6th  and  la^  of  September. 
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found  the  fame  fpirit  which  prevailed  at 
Longwy  and  Verdun;  that  they  had  ob- 
ferved  the  principle  of  that  general  lukcr 
warmnefs   in    the   Municipality  who   had 
taken  no  vigorous  meafures  to  fire  the  minds 
of   the  people;    that  they  were  going  to 
rouie  them  by  a  proclamation,  and  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  diiTolve  the  Dire(£tory 
and  the  Municipality,  if  they  did  not  afcer- 
tain  that  the  majority  of  their  members  were 
infpired  with  the  principles  of  the  Revolur 
tion.      Thefe  CommifTioners  alfo   took  it 
into  their  heads  to  infpe£t  the  armies,  to  ex* 
amide  the  conduct  of  the  Generals,  to  give 
tl\cm  dircdions,  and  to  lay  down  rules  for 
military  operations.      ••  We  began,*'    faid 
Btliaud  de  VarcnneSf  **  by  vifiting  Marcf- 
••  chal  Luckner^  from  whom  we  received 
••  only  insignificant  anfwcrs.      He    feems 
•*  very  little  acquainted  with  the  details  of 
^'  Adminidration.   He  particularly  appeared 
•*  to  us  to  have  a  very  bad  memory,  for  he 
•'  did  not  recolle<3:  orders  which  he  had 
•'  given  four-and-twenty  hours  before.   We 
^'  aiked  him  what  had  been  done  towards  the 
''  formation  of  the  camp  at  Chalons»  and 
**  he  replied  that  nothing  was  yet  begun. 
?f  Wc  inflantly  required  of  him  to  give 
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•*  orders  for  beginning  the  neccffary  works 
**  of  that  camp,  which  he  prbmifed,  and 
**  to-morrow  the  encampment  will  proba- 
«*  bly  be  formed/* 

The  Affembly,  to  whom  thefc  ftrange 
dlfpatches  were  communicated  by  the  Com- 
mune themfelves,  did  not  dare  to  fay  a  word 
againft  fo  fcandalous  kn  ufurpatiori  of  the 
Executive  Power.  Swayed  by  the  terror 
which  the  news  of  the  taking  of  Verdufi 
Tiad  fpread,  they  were  anxious  only  for  the 
formation  of  the  camp  at  Paris,  and  the 
energy  of  the  means  difplayed  by  the  Com- 
mune to  accelerate  the  works*  of  it,  made 
them  confider  their  encroachments  as  flight 
irregularities.  It  required  all  the  blindnefs 
of  the  moft  ftupid  fear  not  to  fee  the  in- 
utility of  thi^  ridiculous  cnclofure,  formed 
at  a  great  expence  about  Paris,  and  of  the 

*  The  CounciUGeneraK  of  tlie  Commune  ordered 
tliat  all  work  on  buildings  (houtd  be  Immediately  fuf- 
-pended,  tkat  the  workmen  might  go  and  aiXft  in  pr^* 
parations  for  the  camp.  Such  was  the  torrpr  of  the 
Pariftans^  that  in  feveral  churches  they  dug  up  the 
leaden  coffins  to  make  balls ;  and  it  required  a  decree  of 
the  Aflembly  to  flop  their  proceeding  in  a  work  rendered 
dangerous  by  the  infefiious  exhisilations  that  *werc  the 
confeq[ucnces  of  it.     September  7th, 
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irtimenfe  coHciSHon  of  amtnuiiitioh  anH'of 
artillery  taken  from  the  Departments  of  the 
North,  wherd  they  were'  much  mort  tifc- 
ccflary.  It  wals  the  armies  in  prefchce  oT 
the  enemy,  and  the  frontiers  attacked  df 
menaced,  that  the  Revolutionifts  ought  to 
have  re-inforced'by  all  poflibfe  means.  It 
was  in  fa(5l  evident,  that  if  the  vidlorious 
armies  of  the  dlied  Potvers  had  penetrated 
into  the  heart  of  France,  the  Counter-rtvo- 
lution  would  have  been  completed  long  beforfe 
they  arrived  under  the  walls  of  the  Capital, 
the  gates  of  which  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  immediately  opened  to  them. 

The  vauntings  of  the  French  Generals, 
.whofe  correfpondence  was  daily  read  to  the 
Affembly,  were  biit  a  momentary  relief  to 
their  fears^.  They  always  promifed  fuccefs 
but  announced  only  difafters,  or  doubtful 
and  ipfignificant  advantages  in  petty  en- 
counters, which  tended  to  nothirig.  It  is 
true  that  Dumourier^  finding  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  an   army  neither    difciplined   nor 

'^  Dumourier-YftxXtSy  "  Verdun  is  taken.  I  Wpeft 
^^  thcTruffians.  The  camp  of  Grandpre,  and  that  of 
f*  the  Iflettes  are  the  Straits  of  Thermopylae ;  but  I 
M  |)ia}l  be  mort  fortunate  than  Lemias?^ 

inuire4 
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uiutt4  t9  Var,  ai>4  inferior  in  number  to 
thit  of  the  Powers,  muft  have  been  very 
etrcfu)  not  to  hazard  a  gencsal  battle^  and 
muil  have  intended,  as  he  fays  himfelf  in 
}ds  Memoirs^,  only  to  gain  tinu^  and  to 
ruin  the  Pruffians  withoxit  fighting.  The 
abfolute  want  of  every  refource  in  the  mifcra- 
ble  country  they  occupied,  and  wh^ph  the 
French  army  had  akeady  exhaufled,  the 
continual  rains,  and  the  dyfent^ry  which 
jittacked  their  armyt  were  very  favourable  to 
the  fuccefs  of  thi$  plan.  The  prudence  of 
it  will  be  evident  on  ponfidering  rcfpe<ftively 
the  ftrength  and  ppfition  of  the  French^ 
Auflrian,  apd  Pruilian  armies.  Th?  account 
of  them  which  the  CommiiConers,  fent  by 
the  Affembly  to  ChalonS;,  gave  on  the  8th 
of,  September,  on  the  report  of  General 
LuckniT^  was  as  follows ; 

**  General  Jhimourier  occupies  with  l^is 
••  anny  the  pofitioq  of  Granpr^.  His  van- 
•*  guards  commanded  by  Arthur  Dillon^ 
'*  is  at  St.  Menehpuld,  and  a  poll  of  that 
'*  vanguard  occupies  the  point  below  the 
**  lllettes,  a  viHagc  between  Clermont  and 
♦'  St.  Mcnehould.    The  manner  in  which 

•  Vol.  III.  page  206. 
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'*  which  the  different  corps  are  ftatidned  fe- 
**  cures  thefepaffes  from  every  attack,  Natiircf 
•*  having  there  provided  Art  with  infinite 
**  advantages,  Kellerman*s  arnny  is  in  the 
•*  environs  of  Bar-le-Duc.  The  Generals 
**  Dumourier  and  KelUrman  correfpond 
**  cafily  with  Luckner* 

**  The  vanguard  commanded  by  Arthur 
**  Dillon  confifts  of  7000  men.  On  the 
**  12th  of  this  month  Dumourier*s  arrrly, 
**  including  this  vanguard,  will  amount  to 
*'  42,000  men.  KelUrmarCs  army  amounts 
"  to  16,000,  in  the  whole  making  58,000 
**  men.  This  number  is  inclufive  of  the 
•*  men  with  whom  Marefchal  Luckner  vci2Ly 
**  fucceffively  augment  it.**  To  this  mujl 
be  added,  the  twelve  battalions  and  the 
three  Jquadrons  which  Dumourier  ordered 
Beurnonville  to  bring  from  the  camp  of 
Maulde  with  the  French,  J^elgic,  and  Liege 
light  infantry,  which  made  in  all  9000 
men.  They  arrived  on  the  14th  of  Septem-^ 
ber  at  Rethel^  which  is  only  ten  leagues 
from  Grandpre,  and  by  this  jundion  Du- 
mourier'j  army  amounted  to  6j, 000  men\ 

♦  See  the  Life  oiDumouner,  Vol.  III.  page  83  and 
117. 
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Thefc  forces  were  intended  to  defend 
Pvuillcufe,  the  foreft  of  Argonne,  which 
feparates  Champagne  from  the  Trois  Eve^ 
ches^  Mountains,  rivers,  ftreams,  pools, 
and  raarfties,  int?rfedt  this  foreft,  and  render 
it  impaffable  to  an  army,  except  by  five 
glades,  through  which  run  the  roads  leading 
from  Champagne  to  the  three  Eveches. 
Thefe  five  paffes  are  known  by  the  names  of 
La  Croix- au-bois^  Grandpre\  Us  IJUttes^ 
la  Chalade,  and  le  Chine  Populeux. 

The  Commiffioners,  in  the  report  I  have 
juft  mentioned,  made  the  Pruflian  and  Auf- 
trian  armies,    together  with    that   of  the 
Princes,  amount  to  132,000  men  5  but  this 
calculation  was  greatly  exaggerated.     The 
Pruflian  army,    ftationed    between  Verdun 
and  Clermont,  did  not  amount  to^  more  than 
45,000  men.  The  army  of  Prince  Uoherdoe- 
Kirchberg,  one  part  of  which  was  to  overawe 
Landau  and  Saarlouis,  while  the  other  befieged 
Thionville,  was  to  have  been  50,000  men 
ftrong;  but  the  different  detachmoits  that 
were   drawn    from  it  to  be  fent  into    the 
Brifgau,*  under  the  command  of  the  Piincc 
D*EJlerhazy,  to  the  environs  of  Spire,  under 
the  command  of  Count  D'Erback,  to  the 
camp  of  Richemont,  to  Treves,  &c.   re- 
duced 
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duced  the  portion  of  this  army,  which  joined 
the  combined  forces,  to  about  14,600  men* 
•They  were  deftined  to  befiege  ThioftVille, 
but  had  no  artillery  proper  for  a  fiege ;  and 
even  their  field  pieces  were  very  infufficient. 
General  Clerfaye^s  army,    taken  from  that 
of  the  Low  Countries*,  confifted  of  only 
15,000  men,  and  was  reduced  to    12,000 
by  the  garrifons  which  he  was   obliged  to 
leave  at  Namur,  Mons,  and  Toumay.  From 
this  army  alfo  were  detached  the  troops  re- 
quired to  garrifon  Longwy,  to  cover  Mont- 
medy,  and  to  watch  Stenay.     The  Land^ 
grave  of  Hefe  joined  the  army  on  the  10th 
of  September,  with  a  reinforcement  of  6600 
of  his  troops.     The  army  of  the  French 
Princes,    compofed  of  22,000  men,    was 
divided  into  three  bodies.     That  which  the 
Prince  de  Condc  commanded  amounted  to 
6000  men,    and  lay  at  Creutznach.     The 
Duke  de  Bourbon^  at  the  head  of  a  divifion 
of   4Q00    men,    joined    the    army  of   thl^ 
Duke  de  Saxe-Te/ckeriy  Governor  OenentI 

•  The  army  of  the  Low  Countries^  which  Was  to 
have  been  60,000  men,  amounted  only  to  30,ooo>  and 
was  reduced  to   i£,ooo  by  the    formation  of   Mi  di 

Clerfaye*s  army. 
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of  the  Low  Countries.  Monsieur  and 
the  Count  D^Artois  referved  for  themfelves 
12,000  men,  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  BrunfxvicL  The  Pruffian  army, 
cortpofed  of  thefe  different  divifions,  amount* 
ed  to  89,000  men,  and  confequently  to 
22,000  more  than  that  of  Dumourier. 

Although  thefe  forcejs  were  about  66,000 
lefs  than  the  Powers  had  dgreed  to  employ- 
in  this  enterprife,  they  would  have  been 
more  than  fufficient  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of 
it,  had  lefs  dependence  been  placed  upon  it, 
had  their  jundtion  beea  lefs  tardy,  and, 
above  all,  had  the  fervice  relative  to  the 
fupplying  of  provifions,  and  to  the  artillery 
been  lefs  negled:ed.  It  was  not  probable 
that  an  army  of  67,000  men,  a  great  part 
of  whom  were  indifierent  recruits  who  had 
never  been  in  aftion,  and  who  were  led  by  Ge- 
nerals, not  one  of  whom  had  ever  had  four 
regiments  under  his  command,  could  refift 
.  an  army  of  SpiOOO  of  the  beft  troops  of 
Europe,  animated  by  the  prefence  and 
bravery  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  his  fons, 
and  commanded  by  an  experienced  General, 
whofe  great  abilities  and  military  talents  were 
uoivcrfally  acknowledged.     The  Campaign, 

however, 
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howevepr,  abfolutcly  failed,  and  that  fine 
army  is  now  only  famous  for  its  difafters, 
and  for  the  numerous  conjedlures  that  were 
made  at  the  time  refpefting  the  motives  for 
its  inaction  and  retreaf,  which  ftill  remain 
unknown.  1  have  negleded  no  "means  to 
procure  information  that  might  enable  me 
to  throw  any  light  on  this  important  point; 
but  in  order  to  give  more  value  to  that  which 
I  have  obtained,  and  to  the  inferences  I  draw 
from  it,  it  is  neceffary  for  me  to  refume  the 
order  of  the  fafts, 

I  muft  firft  requeft  of  my  readers  aU  the 
indignation  againft  the  atrocious  and  falfe 
imputation  laid  upon  the  Princes  of  having 
endeavoured  to  entertain  in  their  army  fenti- 
ments  of  hatred  and  of  vengeance  againft 
the  French,  and  of  having  inftigated  the 
maflacres  of  the  2d  of  September,  by  tHc 
fpeech  made  to  the  French  nobility  under 
their  command  the  day  before  they  entered 
France,  which  was  on  the  23d  of  Auguft, 
This  fpeech,  which  was  delivered  by  Mon- 
sieur, was  as  follows  : 

'*  Gentlemen,  to-morrow  we  enter  France, 
**  a  memorable  day,  which  muft  neceffarily 
**  have  an  influence  upon  the  operations 
^  wHich  are  entrufted  to  us,  JUid  our  conduft 

**  may 


Digitized  by 


Google 


43ft  AHVAM   OF   THB  [SiPT.  I792, 

**  may  determine  the  fate  of  France.  You 
^*  arc  not  ignorant  of  the  calumnies  with 
*'  which  our  enemies  are  continually  loading 
♦*  us,  nor  of  the  pains  they  take  to  report 
•*  that  we  are  only  enterixig  our  country  to 
**  fatiate  our  private  vengeance, 

**  It  is  by  our  conduit,  Gentlemen,  by 
**  the  cordiality  with  which  we  (hall  receive 
**  the  mifled  French  who  (hall  throw  them- 
•*  felves  into  our  arms,  that  we  will  prove 
•*  to  all  Europe  that  the  French  nobility, 
*'  more  illuftrious  than  ever  by  their  mis- 
**  fortunes,  and  by  their  fortitude,  kno^y 
••  how  to  conquer  their  enemies,  and  to 
**  pardon  the  errors  of  their  country.  The 
**  power  placed  in  our  hands  would  give  us 
**  the  right  of  e^Qadting  what  our  intercft 
**  and  our  glory  might  fuggeft;  but  we 
**  fpeak  to  you,  to  French  Chevaliers, 
^*  whofe  hearts,  glowing  with  tme  honour, 
**  will  never  forget  the  duties  which  that 
*^  noble  fentiment  impofes  upon  them.'* 

At  that  time,  when  the  fuperiority  of  the 
combined  armies  over  that  of  Dumourier 
left  no  doubt  on  which  fide  viftory  would  re- 
main, what  fentiments  more  generous,. what 
difpofitions  more  moderate  could  the  factious 
expe^  from  that  nobility  fo  grfeatly  flan-. 
X  dered, 
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dered,  whom  they  had  bereft  of  their  rank, 
of  their  titles,  and  of  their  property;  and 
whom  their  crimes  of  every  kind  had  com- 
pelled to  fly  their  country?  How  could 
murder  or  vengeance  be  inftigated  by  fuch 
a  fpeech?  The  wretches  who  fpread  this 
impoflure  could  not  gain  it  credit,  but  by 
fubftituting  for  the  words  of  Monsieur 
the  language  which  they  themfelves  would 
have  ufed,  had  they  been  in  his  place  ;  and 
this  was  what  they  did. 

It  was  not  the  King  of  Pruflia's  defign, 
in  entering  Francis  to  conquer  it.  All  he 
intended  was  to  give  afllftance  to  the  Roya- 
lifts,  who  were  reprefenfed  to  liim  as  very 
numerous,  and  only  waiting  for  an  oftenfi- 
ble  army,  a  General,  and  the  Princes,  in 
order  to  join  them.  The  refources  of  every 
kind  which  it  was  faid  the  country  was  to 
furnifh,  and  an  abundance  of  which  was 
warranted  by  the  fuppofed  favourable  difpo- 
fition  of  the  inhabitants,  had  caufed  feveral 
mcafures  and  precautions,  that  would  have 
been  indifpenfable  in  a  regular  war  of  one 
Power  againft  another,  to  be  confidered  as 
foperfluous  ;  but  pains  had  been  taken  with 
fuccefs  to  perfuade  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Pruffia  that  a  civil  war  would  break 
F  f  4  out 
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out  in  France  as  foon  as  their  armies  (hould 
advance  into  its  territories ;  that  their  pow- 
erful intervention  would  very  fpeedily  deter^p 
mine  the  iffuc  of  it  againft  the  Jacobins; 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  of  the 
lint  of  the  French  army  would  immedi- 
ately join  the  Royalift  party,  &c.  It  was 
upon  thefe  principles  that  the  ftate  and  dif- 
tribution  of  the  forces  d?ftincd  to  the  exe-' 
cution  of  the  plan  of  the  campaign  had 
been  arranged,  againft  the  cxprefs  opinion 
of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick^  very  fully 
ftated  in  a  note  which  he  addreffed  to  the 
King  of  PruiTia,  in  the  month  of  February 
1792.  The  Duke  forefccing  the  difficulties 
and  obftacles  which  might  occur  in  the  ex- 
pedition with  which  he  was  to  be  charged, 
ftrongly  iniifted  on  the  neceflity  of  employ- 
ing means  adequate  tq  the  importance  of  the 
enterprife,  in  order  that  the  fuccefs  of  it 
might  not  depend  on  the  fuccours  which 
were  expedted  from  the  favourable  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  country* .  He  thought  that  thofe 
fuccouj-s,  whatever  they  might  be,  ought 
rjot  to  be  neglected ;  but  that  it  was  wifer 
V^oi  to  depend  upon  them:  in  a  word,  it 
\vas  his  wifti  that  this  war  fhould  bfe  likp  all 
whiph  hp  1)?4  bee^  engaged  in,  4  regular 
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and  methodical  one,  and  not  an  irruption,  of 
which  the  rifles  would  be  incalculable. 
This  opinion,  the  wifdom  of  which  has 
been  but  too  well  juftified  by  the  event,  ill 
accorded  with  the  noble  and  generous  im^ 
patience  felt  by  the- King  of  Pruflia  for  the 
deliverance  of  Louis  XVL  and  the  re- 
eftablifhmerft  of  the  French  Monarchy. 
Enraptured  with  a  defign  fo  glorious,  /r^- 
derick  William  IL  liftened  to  no  objedlion 
that  tended  to  delay  the  execution  of  it. 
His  Majefty  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had 
accomplifbcd  by  his  alliance  with  Auftria 
all  that  prudence  could  require ;  a  flight  of 
fancy  in  politics,  the  fallacy  of  which  was 
foon  demonftrated  by  experience.  He  cal- 
culated al fo,  that  though  the  treafure  de- 
rived from  the  economy  of  Frederick  the 
Great  was  far  from  being  exhaufted,  the 
expences  of  a  diftant  war  would,  •  if  it  were 
prolonged,  or  even  if  it  required  extraordi- 
nary  forces,  exceed  the  pecuniary  refources 
of  the  Pruflian  Monarchy ;  Frederic  deter- 
mined therefore  to  go  forward  on  the  prin- 
ciples and  with  the  means  which  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick  had  pronounced  infuflicient. 

It   was,  however,  perceived,  as  foon  as 
the  jPrufliafn  armjr  entered  imp  France,  ari4 
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particularly  after  the  event  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  that  the  difpoiition  of  the  country 
was   far  from  being  fo  favourable  as  was 
expelled.     The  people,  on  whom  the  great- 
eft  dependance  had  been  placed,  intimidated 
by  the  depofition  and  imprifonment  of  the 
King  and  his  family,  no  longer  dared  to 
undertake  any  thing  in  favour  of  Royalty, 
The    country,    already    exhaufted    by    the 
French  troops,  prefentcd  few  refources  for 
fubfiftence;  and  the   inhabitants,  far  from 
being  ready  to  fumifh  or  point  out  any  to 
the   allied  armies,    refufed   them  the  moft 
common  heceffarics  even  for  payment,  and 
yielded  only  to  force  or  threats.     Befides, 
the  Jacobins  had  negledlcd  nothing  to  pro- 
pagate throughout  the* Provinces  the  wildeft 
cnthufiafm  refpedling  the  advantages  of  the 
new  order  of  things  which  they  were  about 
to  edabliCh,     Such  likewife  was  the  objeft 
of  the  Commiffioners  whom  the  Aflembly 
had  fent  to  the  army ;  and  the  factious  had 
taken  care  to  leave  the  command  of  fortified 
towns  and  of  the  armies  only  to  perfons  on 
whom  they  could  depend ;  and  confequently , 
none  of  the  French  foldiers  deferted  to  the 
Pruflian  army.     The  officers  of  M.  d^  la 
Fayette^s  divifion^  who  emigrated  immedi-i 
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ately  after  him,  and  who  had  cxpedted  to 
carry  over  their  troops  to  the  allied  armies, 
to  a<5l  with  them  in  effecting  a  Counter- 
revolution, arrived  alone,  and  gave  a  very 
unfavourable  account  of  the  difpofition  of 
the  French  troops,  who  had  forfaken  them 
at  the  timp  of  their  departure. 

Thefe  circumftahces  could  not  but  weaken 
hopes  founded  on  a  ftate  of  things  which 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  Jacobins  and  terror 
had  entirely  changed.  The  Duke  of  Brurtf- 
wick  again  remonftrated,  and  propofed  a 
plan  lefs  hazardous  than  that  he  was  en- 
trufted  to  execute.  He  wiflied,  **  that  after 
**  having  made  himfelf  matter  of  a  certain 
**  number  of  fortreffes  on  the  Meufe,  in 
•'  order  to  eftablifli  a  fafe  pofition  behind 
♦*  that  river,  fome  corps  of  light  troops 
**  only  (hould  be  made  to  pafs  it,  to  recon- 
**  noitre  the  pofitions  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
•*  afcertain  the  real  intentions  of  the  inhabi- 
**  tants.  He  might  thus  have  waited  with- 
••  out  danger  for  the  reinforcements  necef- 
**  fary  to  commence  a  methodical  war;  and 
•*  by  obliging  the  enemy  to  keep  his  forces 
•*  in  this  quarter,  the  conqueft  of  the  Low 
**  Countries  might  have  been  prevented. 
♦♦  LafUy,  an  honourable  retreat,  and  on  fuf- 
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*'  ficient  grounds,  might  have  been  made, 
'*  had  he  been  compelled  to  abandon  the 
'*  enterprife,  after  finding  there  was  no  hope 
**  of  the  concurrence  which  had  been  de- 
**  pended  upon.'* 

The  extreme  prudence  of  this  plan  was 
no  lefs  advcrfe  to  the  glowing  ardour  that 
impelled  Frederic  William  to  march  to 
Paris,  than  to  the  zeal  with  which  the  Emi- 
grants were  animated  for  the  fpecdy  deli- 
verance of  the  King,  and  re-eftablifliment 
of  the  Monarchy.  **  A  methodical  war,** 
faid  they,  **  might  be  the  fafeft  againft  a 
"  Tegular  Power,  of  which  the  ftrength  and 
**  the  means  were  known ;  but  thofe  of 
•*  France  in  Revolution  are  not  to  be  calcu- 
*'  lated.  Her  armies,  now  deficient  in 
**  number,  and  undifciplined,  will  become 
*'  inured  to  war,  will  be  difciplined,  and 
**-  will  be  multiplied  tenfold,  if  they  are 
**  allowed  time  for  it ;  and  their  leaders  will 
**  acquire  from  experience  the  knowledge 
**  they  want.  The  Revolutionary  fanati- 
**  cifm  will  every  day  make  frefh  progrefs 
*'  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  whom  it  will 
*^  be  impoflible  to  recover  but  by  force,  if 
^*  advantage  is  not  taken  of  their  prefent 
*•  difpofition.     If  that   be   qot   yet  openly- 
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'*  manifefted,  it  is  becaufc  they  are  waiting 
**  till  fome  great  fuccefs,  fome  s vigorous 
*Vrefolutions,  fliow  theija  the  party  that  is 
**  to  be  vidlorious.  It  was  neither  in  con- 
*•  fequence  of  the  battle  of  Trebia,  nor  of 
••  that  of  Thrafynaenus,  that  any  of  the 
**  allies  or  fubjefts  of  Rome  went  over  to 
^*  Hannibal.  He  marched  on,  and  gained 
**  the  battle  of  Cannae,  on  which  towns 
'*  and  whole  nations  rofe  againft  the  Ro* 
**  mans,  and  fought  his  alliance.  It  is  to 
**  Pafris  the  allies  muft  march,  and  come 
"  upon  it  like  lightning,  not  to  give  the 
•*  factious  time  to  recover  themfelves.** 

Thefe  opinions  had  much  weight  with 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  determined  the  at- 
tack of  Longwy,  which  capitulated,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  in  the  night  between  the 
22d  and  23d  of  Auguft.  The  garrifon  did 
not  march  out  till  the  24th.  The  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  flopped  here  three  or  four  days, 
to  eftablifh  magazines  of  proviiions  and 
forage,  while  the  Prince  de  Hohenloe 
marched,  to  ftation  his  army  before  Thion- 
ville,  in  order  to  watch  Metz  and  Luckner. 
This  Prince  d^d  not  arrive  at  his  poft  till  the 
29th,    It  would  have  been  imprudeot  to 
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leave  Longwy  till  it  was  known  that  Thi- 
onville  was  covered,    and   Luckner\  army 
rcftrained  from  any  attempt  on  the  commu- 
nication with  Luxemburg;  for  that  com- 
munication might  have  been  intercepted  be- 
tween Longwy  and  Luxemburg,  as  well  as 
between  the  latter  place  and  Treves;  and 
the  army  of  Metz  might,  without  the  leaft 
danger,  have  eflfeifted  this  divifion  on  either 
bank  of  the  Mozelle.     On  the  30th  the 
Pruffian  army  invefted  Verdun,  while  Ge- 
neral Clcrfayc  marched  to  Dun,  where  he 
croffed  the  Meufe.     His  view  was  to  ciit  ofF 
the  army  of  the  patriots,  or  at  leaft  to  watch 
and  retard  their  march ;  and  he  did  in  fa6t 
fall  in  with  a  column  of  them  that  croffed 
the  Meufe  near  Stenay. 

The  attack  of  Verdun  did  not  require  an 
army  of  45,000  men,  and  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  might  have  detached  a  party 
from  it  to  carry  on  the  fiege  of  Montmedy 
at  the  fame  time ;  but  unfortunately  he  had 
not  fufficient  artillery  to  carry  on  two  fieges 
at  once.  Befides,  Dumourier^  rcftrained 
only  by  General  Clerfaye's  army,  which 
confifted  but  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men, 
having  declared  to  the  Affcmbly  his  inten* 
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tion  of  fuccouring  Verdun,  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  would  have  been  guilty  of  the 
grcateft  imprudence,  had  he  not  kept  at  Icaft 
a  fufficient  force  to  render  that  enterprizc 
abortive,  flbould  it  be  undertaken  ;  which  it 
was,  but  without  fuccefs  *,  and  Verdun  ca- 
pitulated on  the  2d  of  September.  General 
Kalkreutk  marched  on  the  fame  day  to  Sivry- 
la-Perche  with  a  detachment  of  6000  men. 
Being  relieved  at  this  poll  the  day  following 
by  the  Prince  de  Hohenloe^  he  went  and 
took  poffeflion  of  the  heights  of  Monteville, 
on  the  road  to  Varenncs,  keeping  the  vil- 
lage of  Monteville  in  his  rear,  to  be  the 
readier  to  aft  with  M.  de.  CUrfaye^  who 
had  juft  pailed  the  Meufe  to  watch  Dumou^ 
rier^s  march. 

While  the  Duke  of  Brunfxoick  invefted 
Verdun,  the  army  of  the  Princes  had 
inarched  to  Hettanges,  near  Thionville,  to 
join  General  Wallis's  corps  of  obfervation. 
On  the  5th  of  September  their  RoyalHigh. 
nefles  fummoned  the  fort  to  furrender.     On 

•  Dummritr  fent  thither  GalbauJ,  a  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  artillery,  i¥ith  two  battalions ;  but  he  could 
go  no  farther  than  Dun,  where  he  narrowly  cfcaped 
being  taken. 
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the  rcfufal  of  the  Commandant  {Wimpheri)^ 
General  Wallis  left  his  camp  on  the  follow- 
ing night,  and  approached  the  advanced 
works  with  fome  twelve-pounders  and  how- 
itzers.  As  the  Marefchal  de  Co/tries^  who 
commanded  the  huffars  and  Irifti  brigade, 
was  to  affift  in  this  attack,  he  received  a  re- 
inforcement compofed  of  the  firft  company 
Noble  d'Ordonnance^  the  corps  of  cavalry 
belonging  to  the  battalion  of  the  nobility 
of  Poitou,  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two 
mortars  in  very  bad  condition,  taken  from 
thep^rk  of  artillery  at  Luxemburg,  As  night 
came  on,  he  marched  to  the  heights  of  the 
village  of  Yatz,  which  commands  the  fort. 
Both  attacks  commenced  towards  midnight, 
and  lafted  till  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  fort  returned  the  fire  of  thefe  feeble 
batteries  very  vigoroufly.  The  Prince  dc 
Waldec  loft  an  arm  in  this  affair.  From  the 
inutility  of  carrying  on  this  attack  without 
artillery  fit  for  a  fiege,  the  projeft  was 
abandoned,  and  the  troops  returned  to  their 
camp  at  day-break.  A  fecret  communica- 
tion,  however,  was  kept  up  with  Thion- 
ville,  as  had  beetv  the  cafe  with  Longwy 
and  Verdun;  and  intelligence  was  received 
tl\at  that  fortrefs,  which  was  much  flrongcr 
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than  the  two  others,  would  not  have  made  a 
longer  refiftance,  had  it  been  as  fcrioufly 
attacked;  but  could  it  furitndcr  without 
having  been  bombarded,  and  when,  after  a 
very  feeble  attack  of  three  hours,  the  fiege 
had  been  converted  into  a  blockade  ? 

The  Princes  fet  out  on  the  nth  with  all 
their  cavalry,  amounting  to  6000  men,  to 
go  and  join  the  King  of  Pruffia's  army,  and 
left  Marefchal  de  Broglio  at  the  camp  of 
Hettanges  with  their  infantry,  and  the  de- 
tachment  of  the  Marefchal  dc  Cajbries,  who 
himfelf  accompanied  the  Princes,  and  took 
the  command  of  the  divifion  of  cavalry  un-% 
dcr  them. 

After  the  taking  of  Verdun  it  was  fi- 
nally determined  thdt  the  allied  armies 
ihould  pufh  forward  in  France,  although 
no  favourable  difpofition  in  the  Pro- 
vinces, or  among  the  French  troops,  had 
been  perceive'd;  but  the  eafe  with  which 
Longwy  and  Verdun  had  been  taken,  was  a 
good  omen,  and  infpired  the  greateft  confi- 
dence. Neverthelefs  the  Duke  of  Erunf-  ' 
zoickf  before  he  undertook  any  thing,  waited 
at  Verdun  the  arrival  of  the  divifion  com-  ^ 
manded  by  the  Princes,  and  the  reinforce- 
ment of  6000  men  with  which  the  Land* 
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grave  of  Hejfe-Caffet  was  to  advance. 
Thefe  forces,  and  the  army  of  the  Prince 
de  Hahenloe^  who  did  not  arrive  fill  the 
I2th  with  6000  men  *,  were  neceffary  for 
the  proteiflion  of  the  baggage  waggons,  and 
to  keep  open  the  communication  of  the 
army.  The  Landgrave  of  He£e  arrived  on 
the  10th  on  the  afcent  of  St.  Michel,  and 
the  very  next  day  the  PruHian  army  fet  out 
for  Malancourt.  The  head-quarters  of  the 
Princes  was  eftabliflied  on  the  13th  at  Ver- 
dun, and  their  cavalry  cantoned  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  next  day,  Prince 
Charles  of  Ligne  was  direded  by  General 
Clerjaye  to  attack  the  poft  of  La  Croix-aux- 
boix,  and  he  took  poffcflion  of  it  after  a 
fieeble  refiftance.  Dumouricr^  on  being 
informed  of  it,  immediately  put  tivo  bri- 
gades and  fix  fquadrons,  under  the  conunand 
of  General  Chazot^  with  four  eight  pound- 
ers, befides  the  cannon  of  the  battalions, 
ordering  him  to  advance  with  the  greateft 

•  He  had  left  the  reft  of  his  troops  at  the  camp  of 
Rtchemont>  to  watch  Metz.  Another  corps  remained 
10  the  neighbourhood  of  Etain,  ^  a  third  at  a  littk 
jjiltance  from  Thionvillc.  The  objed  of  the  twp  laft 
was  to  protect  the  communications. 
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rapidity  t<>  recover  that  poft,  and  to  make 
the  attack  immediately  with  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  that  the  enemy  might  not  have, 
time  to  entrench  themfelves,  CAa2:e>^  punc- 
tually executed  the  order,  and  retook  the 
poft,  after  a  battle  that  lafted  a  confiderable 
time,  and  in  which  the  Prince  de  Ligne 
was  killed ;  but  General  CUrfaye  receiving 
the  news  of  this  check,  came  up  a  few- 
hours  after^  attacked  and  again  forced  the 
wood  and  village  of  La  Croix,  paffed  the 
works  that  defended  it,  and  obliged  the  pa- 
triots to  fall  back  in  confulioa  beyond  Vou-^* 
zicrs*,  to  which  place  General  CUrfaye 
advanced  the  day  following;  and  oh  the 
fame  day  General  KalkretUh  arrived  between 
Termes  and  Mouron, 

Dvmourier  had  juft  heard  of  ChazoVs 
defeat,  when  the  Prince  de  Hahenloe,  on 
the  15th  of  September,  fent  to  rcqueft  a 
conference  with  him.  He  either  could  not 
or  wouki  not  go  himfelf,  but  fent  one  of 
his  Generals,  named  DuvaL  This  meet- 
ing, according  to  what  Dumourier  fays  of 

*  Ckaz^  there  received  an  order  to  march  Tutth  his 
divifion,  and  join  Dumourier's  army,  which  was  to  be 
on  the  heights  of  Autri  on  the  15th. 
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it  in  his  Memoirs  *,  was  fpent  in  civilities 
on  the  part  of  the  Prince,  and  in  vauntihgs 
on  the  part  of  Duval,  fefpcfting  the  excel- 
lent condition  of  the  French  army,  and  the 
number  of  troops  with  which  it  would  be 
reinforced  the  next  day  by  the  jundlron  of 
Beurnonville  and  Kellerman.  Thd  Prince 
de  Hoherdoe  retired,  without  perceiving  or 
fufpeifling  any  thing  that  indicated  the  re- 
treat then  meditated  by  Dumourier,  and 
which  he  efFeded  that  very  night,  by  means 
of  fo  thick  a  fog,  that  the  Prince  de  Ho-- 
henloe^  although  he  commanded  the  forc- 
moft  divifion,  could  not  be  informed' of 
this  movement  till  ten  o'clock  next  morning. 
He  followed  the  enemy  with  the  whole  re- 
ferve  of  the  army,  as  foon  as  the  fog  was 
fufficiently  cleared  off  to  enable  him  to  re- 
connoitre a  defile  fo  long  and  fo  narrow  as 
that  of  Grandpre, 

Dumourier  having  already  pafled  this  de- 
file, drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  battle  on 
the  heights  of  Autri,  to  protect  the  retreat 
of  his  rear-guard,  haraffed  by  about  1506 
Pruflian  huffars,  with  three  or  four  pieces 
of  flying  artillery.     This    rear-guard,    on 

*  Vol.  IIL  page  i2£, 
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leaving  the  defile  of  Grandpr6,  drew  up  ori 
the  heights,  and  the  army  formed  a  march- 
ing column  to  proceed  to  Cernai.     At  this 
moment  General  Chazot  came  out  by  Vaux 
with  his  divifion,  who  no  fooner  perceived 
the  Pruffian  huflars,  than  they  were  feized 
with  a  violent  panic,  and  precipitated  them- 
felves  acrofs   the  column  of  Dumourter^s 
army.     The  huflars  feeing  this  confufion; 
fell  on  them  with  impetuofity,  and  put  the 
whole  army  to  roqt.     Thefe  brave  patriots 
fled  with  fuch  prodigious  celerity,  that  it 
might  be  faid  fear  had  given  them  wings. 
More  than   2CXD0  of  them  had  rode  from 
thirty  to  forty  leagues  by  the  next  day  with- 
out flopping.     They   reported   everywhere  . 
that  the  army  had  been    betrayed,    that   it 
was  annihilated,  and  that  Dumourier  and 
all  the  Generals  had  gone  over  to  the  enemy. 
Dumourier^  in  his  account  of  this  fhame* 
ful  affair  to  the  Minifter  Servan^  exprefled  * 
himfelf  in  t  letter,   which  was  read  to  the 
Aflembly  on  the  17th  of  September,  in  thefe 
terms :  "  There  was  no  adion,  but' the  flight. 
•*  of    io,ocxD  men  before    1500.      If  the 
^*  enemy  had  pufhed  their  advantage,  they 
*'  might  have  deftroyed  the  whole  army; 
Gg  3  ••but 
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•*  but  all  is  repaired,  and  I  anfwer  for  all. 
**  I  have  25,000  men  in  a  good  camp,  aiid 
**  if  the  enemy  appear  they  fhall  be  beaten.** 
He  alluded  to  the  camp  of  St.  Menehould, 
which  he  had  not  yet  reached,  and  where 
he  did  not  arrive  till  the  17th  *. 

The  jundion  of  the  French  armies  deter- 
mined the  jun(5lion  of  the  allies ;  and  the 
divifion  of  cavalry  under  the  Princes  received 
orders  to  advance  as  expeditioufly  as  poffible 
to  Vouziers.     They  fet  out  from  Dun  on 
the  17th  of  September;   but  after  getting 
beyond  Buzancy,  the  vanguard  was  ftopped 
by  a  large  body  of  Auftrians  commanded  by 
General  Clerfaye^  and  occupied  in  removing 
the  ruins  that  ftill  flopped  up  the  road  from 
Dun  to  Vouziers.     This  obftruftion  com- 
pelled the  Princes  to  fix  their  head-quarters 
at  Buzancy,  which  they  left  on  the  19th, 
and  after  one  of  the  moft  laborious  marches, 
halted  at  the  village  qf  St.   Marie,  where 
their  army  laid  in  the  ope^i  field  the  whole 
night.     Several  corps,  long  delayed  on  their 
march  by  the  bad  roads,  and  conftant  rain, 
did  not,  till  the  night  was  far  advanced^ 

♦  See  DummirUr's  Memoirs,  Vol,  III-  page  Ift8# 
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arrive  at  this  place,  where  no  kind  of  re- 
frefliment  was  provided. 

On  the  fame  day  the  King  of  Pruflia  ad- 
vanced with  the  army  to  Maflige.  The 
Prince  de  Hohenloe  marched  to  Servon,  and 
M.  de  Clerfaye  to  Somme-Suippe ;  fo  that 
Rheims  and  Chalons  were  both  threatened. 
His  'Majefly's  intention  was  to  reconnoitre 
well  the  ground  and  pofitions  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  march  on  the  20th  nearer  to  Chalons, 
while  Prince  Hohenloe^  remaining  that  day 
at  Servon,  (hould  march  on  the  next  to  Vien- 
ne-la-Ville,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  to  that  fide,  and  that  the  Iflettes  at 
the  fame  time  might  be  threatened  on  the 
fide  of  Clermont, 

While  examining  from  the  eminence  near 
Ville-fur-tourbe,  the  camp  of  St.  Menehould, 
occupied  by  Dumourier^s  army,  the  troops 
on  the  flope  of  the  Hyron  were  feen  moving 
from  that  height  towards  their  left.  Several 
parties  and  country  people  who  had  beeh 
fent  nearer  to  obtain  fome  information  re- 
fpefting  this  movement,  unanimoufly  re- 
ported that  it  was  m^d6  in  the  diredlion  to 
Chilonsj  and  intelligence  was  received  at 
the  fame  time  from  Sommi^Suippe,  that 
French  troops  were  arrived  af  Notre^Damc  de 
Gg  4  rEpine, 
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I'Epific,  near  Chalons,  but  it  was  not  known 
from  what  quarter  thcjr  came.     Thefe  ad-r 
vices  determined  the  King  of  Pruflia  to  march 
again  the  fame  day.     His  Majefty  led  the 
army  to  Somme-Tpurbe,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  referye,  commanded  by  the  Prince 
de    Iiohenlo€,   advanced   between    Somme- 
Toyrbe   and    Somme-Bienne*    .The  whole 
army  paifed    the    following  night    on   the 
watch/    They  expelled. next  day  to  find  the 
enemy  on  their  march  to  Chalons,  and  de-^ 
pended  on  fcizing  the  occafiojrt  to  bripg  them 
to  battle  5  and,  in  fa6t,  the  vanguard,  comr 
manded  by  the  Prince  de  Hohenloe,   had 
fcarcely  advaqced  half  a  league,  when  they 
fell  in  with  a  body  of  French  cavalry,  ac* 
cpmpanied  by  artillery.    The  Pfince  attacked 
and  purfued  them ;  but  the  cavalry  was  nu- 
merous,  and  a  thick  fog,   which  did  not 
clear  up  before  ten  o*clpck  in  the  tnoming, 
concealing  their   motions,  the  attack  could 
pcither  be  fo  prompt  nor  fo  vigorous  as  it 
would  have  bpen,  but  for  that  circumftance. 
The  whole  aftion  paffed  in  fkirmifhcs,'  and 
continued  to  the  highway  between  St.  Mene- 
hould  and  Chalons,  without  any  thing  of  the 
pofiti6n  of  the  enemy  having  been  difcovered. 
Meanwhile  General  0(rfayc  had  marched 
2  tq' 
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to  La  Croix  in  Champagne,  to  watch  the 
enemy  at  Chalons.  As  foon  as  the  weather 
cleared  up,  fome  troops  were  obferved  on 
the  heights  of  Gizancourt,  and  cavalry  be* 
,hind  the  village  of  La  Lune.  Kellerman*s  ^ 
army  was  entirely  concealed  in  the  bottom 
at  the  back  of  Valmy ;  but  about  three  or 
four  thoufand  men,  moft  of  them  cavalry, 
were  feen  on  the  fide  of  the  Hyron.  The 
fuppofition  that  Dumourier  was  flopped  in 
his  march,  was  the  reafon  of  the  eminence 
of  Gizancourt  not  being  immediately  occu- 
pied. It  was  hoped  that  he  would  march 
thither,  and  that  an  opportunity  would  be 
found  of  bringing  him  to  adtion  before  be 
had  time  to  form;  but  this  hope  vanilhed 
about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
French  cavalry  were  then  obferved  falling 
back  behind  Gizancourt,  and  fome  batta- 
lions, of  which  the  heads  of  the  men  only 
were  feen,  were  perceived  near  the  mill  of 
Valmy :  it  appeared  that  they  had  a  confi- 
derable  artillery,  and  that  the  French  were 
bringing  up  their  infantry  towards  Gizan- 
court. It  was  no  longer  doubted  that  they 
were  endeavouring  to  take  a  mafked  pofi- 
tion,  that  the  number  and  difpofition  of 
their  troops  might  not  be  difcovercd,  and 

the 
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the  combined  forces  made  haftc  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  the  heights  of  Gizancourt,  A. 
brifk  cannonade  then  commenced  between 
the  two  armies,  which  laft^d  all  the  day^ 
without  being  very  deftruSive  to  either  fide : 
but  indeed  the  Auftrian  artillery  fired  only 
with  powder,  for  their  balls  were  not  yet 
arrived  :  but  the  Pruflians  fucceeded  in  in- 
tercepting the  direct  communication  of  the 
French  army  with  Chalons,  fo  that  they  could 
receive  no  fupplies  from  it  but  by  Vitry,  which 
was  a  confiderable  way  about.  At  the  clofc 
of  day  K^Uerman^s  army  gave  up  the  poft 
they  had  occupied,  to  the  Pruflians,  and  en- 
camped to  the  left  of  JDuntourier. 

General  CUrfaye,  whofe  jundion  with 
the  Prulfian  army  had  been  effeded  towards 
the  end  of  the  battle,  encamped  near  Valmy : 
the  Prince  de  Hohenloc  occupied  the  heights 
of  Gizancourt  and  the  poft  of  La  Lune,  on 
the  highway  to  Chalons.  The  King  of 
Pruffia  fixed  his  head- quarters  at  Hans,  and 
two  days  after  (the  22d;  the  Pruffian  army 
took  a  pofition  on  the  declivity  of  the  Hyron, 

The  divifipn  of  cavalry  commanded  by 
the  Princes  were  not  at  the  cannonade  of 
Valmy,  but  were  then  marching  to  Somme* 
Suippe,  where  they  refted  that  day  .to  re- 
cover 
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cover  the  fatigues  of  their  preceding  marches. 
The  jundion  of  General  CUrfaye^  the  re- 
treat of  the  patriots,  and  new  intelligence  of 
the  favourable  difpofition  of  a  part  of  their 
army,  feemed  to  promife  their  Royal  High- 
neffes  more  pofitivc  fucceffes,  and  the 
glory  of  contributing  to  them,  not  only 
in  conjundlion  with  the  brave  nobility  who 
accompanied  them,  but  with  all  the* good 
French,  whom  they  flattered  jthemfelves  that 
they  (hould  fee  deferting  the  ftandard  of 
rebellion  to  fupport  that  of  Royalty.  Ani- 
mated  with  this  hope  the  Princes  appeared 
on  horfeback  on  the  morning  of  the  2ifl:, 
and  aflembling  all  their  cavalry  in  the  exten- 
five  plains  of  Suippe,  formed  them  into 
two  columns.  The  order  and  iilence  pre- 
vailing throughout  the  whole  line,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  different  corps  of  which  it 
was  compofed,  prefented  a  noble  Qou^ 
d'(EuiL  .  Thofe  plains,  already  rendered 
famous  by  the  defeat  of  j^ttila  furnamed 
the  Scourge  of  God^  feemed  deftined  to  ac- 
quire ftill  greater  celebrity  in  becoming 
equally  fatal  to  Jacobinifm,  a  fcourge  much 
more  terrible  than  the  King  of  the  Huns. 
What  confidence  was  infpired  by  the  numer- 
ous phalanx  of  French  Chevaliers  rallying 

round 


Digitized  by 


Google 


460  ANNALS   OP   THE  [Sept.  1792. 

round  the  brothers,  and   nephews  of  their 
King,  and  forming  with  them  a  new  crufade 
to  re-eftabli(h  the  altar  and  the  throne,  and 
to  refcue  France  from  her  oppreffors,  and 
Louis    XVI.    from    his    murderers.     The 
Princes  and  their    divifion    continued'  on 
horfeback  the  whole  day  without  taking  any 
refrefhment,  in  the  cxpedation  of  an  attack 
which  did  not  take  place ;  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  day  the  different  columns,  which 
advanced     in     the    dire<5lion    of    Somme- 
Tourbe  and  La  Croix,  received  an  order  to 
remain  at  thofe  places.     The  Princes  fixed 
their  head-quarters  at  Somme-Tourbe :  their 
army  remained  in    that  polition   until  the 
24th,  when  it  was  judged  indifpenfable  to 
malce  fome  alterations  in  the  fituation  of  the 
^troops,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  fubfiftence, 
and  to  proteiSt  the  armies  and  their  waggons 
againft  the  incurfions  which  were  continu- 
ally made  by  detachments  from  Reims  and 
from  Chalons.     Moft  of  the  corps  of  the 
vanguard  and  of  the  right  column,  ftationed 
fince  the  2ifl  at  La  Croix  in  Champagne, 
received  orders  to  retire  on  the  24th  and  25th 
behind  the  armies  at  Suippe,  Somme-Suippe, 
Jonchery,  and  St.  Jean-fur-Tourbe. 

Marefchal  de  Broglio^  who  on  the  20th 

left 
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kft  the  camp  of  Hettanges,  after  having 
given  tjie  command  of  the  divifion  of  in- 
fentty  to  Prince  Javier  de  Saxe,  and  G)unt 
de  Martanges  under  him,  arrived  on  the 
24th  at  head  quarters  at  Somme-Tourbe ; 
and  that  divifion  refigning  on  the  fame  day 
their  pofition  to  the  troops  o^  General 
Wallis^  marched  to  Etain,  where  they  re- 
mained  waiting  for  frefh  orders  to  join  the 
Princes. 

Meanwhile  the  conflant  rains  had  fo  cut 
up  the  roads  that  the  provifion-waggons  of 
the  Pruffiati  army,  whofe  ovens  were  ftill  at 
Verdun,  took  five  days  to  go  the  fame  diftancc 
that  would  have  required-  only  two  in  dry 
weather,  whence  arofe  the  moft  ferious  diffi- 
culties in  furniftiing  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
troops.  Thus  the  King  of  Pruflia,  perfifting 
in  the  defign  of  penetrating  farther  into 
France,  had  no  alternative  but  that  of 
inarching,  without  lofing  a  moment,  to 
make  himfelf  mafter  of  Chalons,  where  all 
the  fupplies  for  the  French  army  were  col- 
lided. This  was  what  his  Majefty  warmly 
defircd,  and  what  all  the  General  Ofllicers 
of  the  army  of  the  Princes  adviffed ;  but, 
unfortunately,  that  defire  and  thofe  councils 
were  oppofed  by  the  following  coilfidera- 

tions : 
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tions  :  i&,  Chalons  being  five  kagues  from 
the  pofition  then  held  by  the  allied  armies, 
the  communication  with  Verdun,  which 
was  already  very  wide  and  very  difficult 
to  be  kept  up,  would  become  ftill  more 
fo,  and  create  a  rifk  of  wanting  bread; 
2dly,  Dumourier  could  either  march 
againft  the  King's  army  and  attack  it,  or 
fufiering  it  to  advance  to  Chalons,  fall  upon 
its  rear,  and  entirely  cut  it  off  from  its  nu- 
gazines ;  3dly,  the  PrufSan  army,  far  from 
being  fo  numerous,  fo  fplendid  as  at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  was  confidertbly 
weakened,  and  was  daily  decreafing  from 
the  terrible  ravages  of  a  dyfenteiy*;  4thly, 

.  ♦  The  Pruffian  army,  at  the  period  of  the  29th  of 
September,  according  to  a  ftatement,  the  accuracy  of 
which  it  is  impoflible  to  doubt,  confiftcd,  with  the 
detachments  undei  General  Kalckreutz  and  the  Prince 
ik  H^hifUoiy  of  26,850.  foot  and  7426  horfe,  in  alt 
34,276  men,  from  which  are  to  bcdcduftcd  thegarrifoa 
of  Verdun,  the  detachments  that  proteftcd  the^  waggons, 
and  thofe  that  guarded  the  carriage  of  provifions.  The 
Audrian  troops,  commanded  by  General  C7^/;^;p/.amounted 
at  mod  only  to  to,ooo  men,  from  which  are  to  be  taken 
the  garrifon  of  Longwy,  a  detachment  to  watch  Mont* 
medy,  and  another  pod  at  Dun  to  cover  La  Boulangerie. 
The  army  of  the  French  Princes  was  i8,ooo  (Iroag: 
total  56,276.  Dumourier's  army  at  that  time  amounted 
to  70,000  men. 
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if,  previous  to  marching  to  Chilons,  it  had 
bieen  determined  to  attack  Dumourier  and 
hazard  a  general  engagement,  it  is  probable 
it  would  have  fucceeded,  but   it  muft  have 
been  extremely  bloody,  becaufc  the  pofition 
occupied  by  thatt  General,  and  which  accord- 
ing to  him  was  impregnable,  was  really  fuf-- 
ceptible  of  a  vigorous  defence ;  becaufe  his 
army,  more  inured  to  war,  more  broke  in  to 
JlandfirCyhy  feveral  anions  of  the  pofts,  and 
by  the  long  cannonade  of  Valmy,  amounted 
to  about  70,006  men  from  the  jundlion  of 
Beurnonville  and  Kellerman ;    and,  like- 
wife,   becaufe  it  could  not  be  denied  that 
Dumourier  united,    more  than  any   other 
General  produced  by  the  Revolution,    the 
kind  of  fpirit,  the  manners,  the  jargon,  the 
talents,    and  the  means  beft  calculated  to 
make  the  moft  of  the  fort  of  men  of  whom 
the  French  army  was  then  compofed.     He 
made  his  foldiers  both  love  and  fear  him  ; 
he  poflefled  their  confidence,  and  in  the  end 
always  made  them  obey  him*.     But  even  in 

the 

.  ♦  The  French,  array  having,  been  for  two  days  in 
want  of  bread,  Dumourier  was  toM  that  the  foldiers  were 
murmuring  at  it.  He  went  to  the  camp^  where  he 
heard  feme,  difcontented  expre(fions^  on  whiqh  he  put 

on 
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the  event  of  a  complete  vidory,  the  King  of 
Pruffia's  army  could  not  prevent  DuTnourier^s 

retreating 

on  a  fcvcrc  look»  and  faid,  "  Where  are  thcfe  bad  Citi- 
*'  zens,  fo  unmanly  as  not  to  be  able  to  bear  hunger  I 
*'  Let  their  arms  and  cloches  be  taken  from  them,  and 
**  let  them  be  fcnt  away ;  they  are  unworthy  of  (baring 
**  with  us  the  honour  of  faving  the  country.  This  day 
•*  too  you  fliall  not  have  bread.  Show  yourfelves  fol- 
**  ditfrs  capable  of  overcoming  every  thirig.  No  more 
"  murmuring,  ^rvf  la  LiberUV*  The  whole  camp 
began  (houting  Five  la  Libert  e  !  Vive  notn  Per  el  and 
very  cheerfully  went  without  bread. 
^  Seven  battalions  of  thofe  Federates  who  had  com- 
mitted fo  many  crimes  at  Chalons  arrived  at  Dumourier's 
camp  on  the  fame  day  with  Beumonvtlle.  They  had 
declared  that  they  would  fuffer  no  epaulettes  or  Croix  de 
St.  Louis f  and  that  they  would  bring  the  Generals  to 
th6ir  fenfes,  Dumourier  advanced  to  the  head  of  the 
line  with  all  his  Staff  officers,  and  an  efcort  of  an  hundred 
huflats.  He  had  made  the  Federates  encamp  feparately 
with  fome  fquadrons  behind  them  and  the  artillery  be- 
fore. He  addrefTed  them  thus :  "  You  fellows,  for  I 
*^  can  neither  call  you  citizens,  nor  foldiers^  nor  my 
**  lads,  you  fee  this  artillery  before  you,  and  that 
<«  cavalry  behind  you.  You  have  difgraced  your- 
**  felves  by  crimes  —  I  will  fuffer  no  aflTalHns,  no 
"  butchers  here.  I  will  have  you  cut  to  pieces  on  the 
**  flightcfl  mutiny.  If  you  correft  yourfelves,  if  you 
**  follow  tbo  example  of  the  brave  army  into  which 
"  you  have  the  honour  of  being  admitted,  you  (ball 
<^  6nd  in  me  a  good  father.  1  know  that  there  are 
"  villains     among    you     charged    to    inftigatc    you 
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retreating  to  Vitiy,  whither  he  had  already 
fent  the  heavy  baggage.  He  would  there  paft 
the  Mame,  and  be  able  to  form  a  new  army 
by  bodies  from  Vitry ,  Troyes,  and  Chilons  i 
while  the  Pruflian  army^  weakened  by  a 
bloody  viftory^  by  the  continuation  of  the 
diftemper,  and  by  the  neceffity  of  leaving  a 
great  number  of  troops  behind  to  protc6t 
it8  communications,  would  not  be  able  to 
undertake  any  thing  more,  and  would  be 
continually  decreafing  for  want  of  refources, 
in  a  barren  and  defolated  country.  But,  in 
the  contrary  event,  fuppofing  againft  all  ap- 
pearance, but  not  againft  all  poffibiHty,  that 
the  Pruflian  army  were  beaten,  they  would 
be  obliged  to  return  by  the  defiles  of  Grand- 
pr6,  where  they  would  run  the  rifle  of  being 
cut  to  pieces  or  made  prifoners,  and  would 
have  no  retreat  except  behind  La  Chiers, 
between  Luxemburg  and  Longwy,  where 
all  the  country  would  arm  againft  them. 
I  leave  to  thofe  who  arc  more  verfed  than  I 

<<  to  crimes  ;  drive  them  away  yourfehes^  or  denounce 
**  them  to  me;  I  make  you  anfwerable  for  them." 
Thefe  battalions,  whom  he  afterwards  vifited  every  day, 
behaved  very  well,  difplayed  ftill  more  patience  than  the 
others^  and  became  very  good  troops. — See  the  Life  of 
Dummirier^  Book  V.  Chap.  X. 

PartII.  Vol.  III.        Hh  am 
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.  am  iri  the  military  art  and  in  local  knowledge, 
to  decide  whether  thefe  objedions  were  well 
or  ill  founded ;  certain  it  is  that  they  made 
gn  impreffion  on  the  King  of  Pruffia.  They 
muft  have  made  a  ftijl  greater  one  on  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick,  who,  as  Generalif- 
iimo  of  the  combined  army,  had  to  leconcile; 
with  his  perfonal  glory,  the  imperious  duty 
of  not  expofing  to  too  great  hazards  the 
flower  of  the  Pruffian  army,  the  King's 
perfon,  the  Princes  his  fons,  and  the  honour 
of  his  arms. . 

Another  courfe  prefented  itfelf,  which 
was  to  reti'eat  immediately,  before  the  ro^ds 
became  too  bad  and  the  feafon  was  more 
advanced.  The  Pruflian  army  thus  return- 
ing to  the  Ev^hes,  coming  nearer  to  its 
jrefourccs  for  fubfiftence,  flill  keeping  pof- 
feflion  of  the  defiles  which  they  had  fecured^ 
aud  continuing  to  cover  that  of  the  Iflettes, 
might  very  fafely  have  undertaken  the  liege 
i>f  Sedin;  and  of  Montmedy .  Had  Dumou- 
rier  refolved  to  corrie  to  the  relief  of  thofe 
two  fortrefles,  he  would  have  been  forced 
to  feparate  himfelf  from  Kellermany  and  to 
leave  a  body  fufficiently  ftrong  to  cover  Cham- 
..pagne,  and  his  army  thus  weakened  might 
the  more  eafily  have  been  beaten.  The  cona- 
I  bined 
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bincd  army  cftabliftiing  its  winter-quarters 
in  Lorraine,  and  taking  the  field  irt  jtb^ 
fpring  with  a  greater  force,  would  have  ac-r 
celenited  the  Counter-revolution  with  the* 
more  certainty,  as  the  Duke  of  Saxe-^Tefcb^n 
might  alfo  have  obtained  great  fuccefs  in  the 
Department  of  the  North,  which  Dumoi^ 
rier  had  been  obliged  to  leave  without  troops, 
in  order  to  oppofe  the  invafion  of  Cham- 
pagne. 

This  courfe  :wafe  abfolutely  a  part  of  the. 
plan  x>f .  the/  methodical  war  to  which  the 
Duke  oi ^  Briknfwick  had  always  wiflied  to. 
conform ;  but  thetf  this  was  going  back, 
and  the.Keroifm  of  Frederick  William  re- 
voked at  the;  idea.  ,  His  noble  and  generous 
impatience  was  lio  lefs  averfe  to  the  pro- 
longation of  the  war,  and  of  Louis  XVJ^/s 
captivity  • 

Before  he  came  to  a  final  determination, 
his  Pruffian  Majefty,  prefuming  that  Dv^ 
mourier  feryed  the  Revolutionary  fadion 
much  lefs  through  fentiment  or  principle 
than  ambition,  and  that  he  would  not  hefitate 
to  renounce  them  were  he  offered  greater, 
advantages  than  he  could  expedt  from  the 
Revolution,  endeavoured  to  open  a  fecret 
negociation  with  him.  On  the  2'2d  of  Sep- 
H  h  2  tember. 
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tcmbcr,  Kellerman  informed  Dvmourier 
that  Major-Gen?ral  Heymann  had  fcnt  to 
itqueft  that  Colonel  Manflnn^  the  King  of 
Pruffia^  Adjutant  General  might  have  a  con- 
ference with  him.  Dumourier  immediately 
went  to  his  colleague's  bead-quarters,  where 
he  found  thofe  two  officers.  The  fettling  of 
a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners  be* 
tween  the  French  and  Pruflians  was  the 
oftenfible  objedt  of  this  conference  j  but  the 
ceiTation  of  diforders  in  France,  a  general 
peace,  the  liberty  of  Loids  XVI.  and  the 
re-eftabliihment  of  his  authority,  were  the 
rdal  points  in  view.  This  circumftancc  gave 
Dumourier  an  opportunity  of  rendering  the 
moft  important  fervices  to  his  country,  his 
King,  and  all  Europe.  Colonel  Man/Uin 
affiired  him  on  the  part  of  the  King  of 
Ffuffia  that  he  (hould  be  fupplied  with 
all  the  affiftance  he  could  defire.  His 
anfwer  was,  that  although  he  difap- 
proved  of  a  part  of  what  was  pafling  in 
France,  it.  was  not  for  him  to  apply  the 
remedy ;  that  with  refpedk  to  the  war,  it ' 
depended  on  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  put  an 
end  to  it ;  that  his  army  had  only  to  retire 
to  the  frontiers  and  remain  neuter,  and 
that  at  prefent  they  ftiuft    confine  them* 

felves 
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felves    to    drawing  up    the  cartel   of  ex- 
change. 

**  We  fat  down  to  table/'  fays  Dutnou^ 
TUT* 9  "  and  after  dinner  became  very  fo- 
^*  ciaWe.  Colonel  Manjlein  having  then 
explained  himfelf  more  clearly,  Dumou^ 
••  rier  faid  to  him.  Colonel,  you  have  told 
•  •  me  that  I  am  ejteemed  in  the  PruJJian  aft- . 
my :  IJhall  think  that  it  is  nofuch  thing 
if  you  perfijt  in  fropojin^  things  to  me  • 
that  would  difgrace  me.  I  rvi/k  tojhow 
my  rejped  for  the  King  of  FruJJia ;  I 
wijh  to  fee  you  again  and  to  cultivate 
yourfritndjhipy  therefore  let  us  talk  no 
•*  more  of  fuch  propofals.  At  this  con- 
**  ference  it  was  agreed,  that  Colonel  Man- 
^*  Jlein  fhould  go  and  dine  next  day  with 
•*  the  General.  M.  M.  Manftein  and 
•*  Heymann  propofed  that  the  firing  Ihould 
**  ceafe  in  froht  of  the  camp.  Dumourier 
•*  agreed  that  it  was  ufelefs  ;  and  that  very 
**  evening  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  tooK 
**  place  in  the  front  of  the  two  armies." 

This  recital  is  not  dxaiSt.  The  pretended 
inutility  of  the  firing  was  not  the  reafon  of 
its  fufpenfion,   which  was  the  refult  of  a 

♦  See  his  Life,  Vol.  III.  page  166. 

H  h  3  propofition 
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propofition  made  by  Dumourur  to  wait  the 
return  of  a  meflenger  to  be  fcnt  by  him  to 
Paris,  with  paffports  from  the  King, of 
Pruffia.  It  is  true  that  this  meffqager  never 
returned ;  it  is  even  poflible  that  he  never 
went,  and  that  the  propoial  of  fending  him 
was  but  a  ftratagem  of  war  employed  by 
the  French  General  to  procure  an  opportunity 
#f  making  an  advantageous  change  in  the 
pofition  of  his  troops,  and  to  prepare  for 
liaraffing  the  Pruflian  army  in  its  retreat, 
which  he  already  confidered  as  inevitable*. 
However  this  be,  he  has  entirely  paffed  over 
the  anecdote  relative  to  this  meflenger  in 
filenc^. 

Colonel 

*  Dumourur  took  advantage  of  the  time  given  hipj 
t)y  this  armiftide  to.  fend  General  Dubouqtiet,  with  fix- 
teen  battalions  and  two  fquadron  of  horfe,  to  Frefne, 
near  Sommievre,  General  Defpres-Crajper  with  »ooo 
foot  and  looa'  horfe  to  Efpenfe  and  Noirlieu,  and 
Colonel  TrechevilU  ^yith  eighteen  fquadron  of  light 
horfe  to  Sommievre,  Herpont,  and  Moyon.  He  ordered 
General  d'Haruille  to  advance  as  far  as  St.  Hilary.  He 
difpatched  General  Neuillyvflth  cavalry  and  light  infantry 
to  Faucanc6urt  and  Autrecouit,  to  turn  the  foreft  of 
Afgopnc,^  and  to  hafafs  the  left  wing  and  rear  of  the 
enemy.  He  formed  for  BeurnonvUIe  a  vanguard  for 
twenty-four  baUaliOns,  and  fifteen  fquadrons  of  horfe', 
which  he  pofled  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Aifne,  with 
-  ;•  ^     ojdcts 
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Colonel  ManJUin  dined  on  the  24th  with 
DumourieTy  and  told  him,  amon^  other 
things,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  no 
defire  to  continue  the  war  with  France,  or 
to  interfere  in  its  Conftitution  or  Govern- 
ment He  put  into  his  hands  fome  propo- 
fitions  drawn  up  under  fix  heads,  the  firft 
of  which  required,  I  that  the  King  fhould  be 
at  liberty,  and  be  reftored  to  his  authority 
as  it  was  fixed  before  the  10th  of^Auguft. 
laanfwer  to  thefe  propofitions,  which  Du^ 
mqurier  himfelf  acknowledged  to  be  very 
moderate,  he  communicated  to  Colonel 
Manjlein  the  official  difpatch  which  he  had' 
jufl  received,  and  which  informed  him  of 
the  decree  that  converted  the  French  Mo- 
narchy into  a  Republic.  Colonel  Manjlein 
exprefTed  his  forrow  for  it  to  Dumourier^ 
who  feemed  to  fympathife  with  him. 

orders  to  advance  as  far  as  Cernon  and  Conde,  to  ha^afs 
the  convoys  on  the  roads  of  Autry  and  Grand-chtmp  ; 
and  he  like  wife  ordered  him  to  fend  forward  fom^' 
huflars  and  light  infantry  as  far  as  the  old  camp  of  Grand* 
pr6  acrofs  the  foreft.  Ste  the  Life  of  Dumourier^  VoU 
'  IIL  page  166.  Dumourter  had  at  that  time  near  70,00a 
men  aflembled,  of  which  more  than  12,000  weie 
cavalry,  according  to  the  account  given  by  thp  Miniftec 
of  War  to  the  Affembly  in  his  letter  on  the  igtb  ©I 
September,  r6atl  in  thc'Sitting  of-  the  fame, day.       -  -  "^ 

Hh  4  The 
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The  oatttl  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners 
was  fettled  at  this  fecond  confe^nce.  CqlfVr 
ncl  Manjkin  required  that  the  Emigrants 
fliould  be  included  in  it^  which  was  oppofed 
by  Dumourier^  on  the  grounds  of  the  Emu 
grants  being  Frenchmen  in  arms  againft 
iheir  country,  making  toar  in  their  own 
name^  and  with  denomnations  of  troops 
entirely  French^  What  a  moment  did  this 
Revolutionary  General  take  to  ce^fure  the 
condud:  of  the  Emigrants !  Was  not  t}ie 
caufe  of  Religion,  of  the  Monarchy,  a(id 
of  Royalty  the  true  caufe  of  the  Country  I 

*  He  wa^  not  (atisfied  with  excluding  the.  Emigrants 
from  the  Cartel,  he  fent  the  book  of  orders  belonging  to 
their  army,  which  by  an  unfortunate  accident  had  fallen 
into  his  hands,  to  ihe  Miniftcr  ServaUy  charging  him  to 
tranCnit  it  to  the  Aflembly.  '*  They  may  look  into  it,** 
faid  he  in  his  letter,  "  for  the  names  of  thofc  Chevaliers 
^*  who  are  as  much  defpifed  in  the  Pruflian  as  abhorred 
**  in  the  French  army."  4$"^^  Dumouriers  letter  to  the 
Minijkr,  dated  OSlober  7,y  1792,  reported  in  the  Moniteur 
If*  the  gtb  of  the  fame  months  page  1184,  ^d  colmnn.  The 
Convention  decreed  that  this  boo]^  of  orders  fiiould  be 
endoricd  and  marked  on  each  page,  and  that  Com- 
miffioners  ihould  draw  out  a  ftatement  of  the  names  o£ 
^  Emigrants  contained  in  it,  the  lift  of  which  {houI4 
be  printed,  made 'public,  and  fent  to  the  Municipalities. 
tkcree  of  ORober  ^th,  1792.  Dumourier  may  be  con- 
fidered  th^n  as  iht  author  of  the  tifl  of  Emigrants. 

Was 
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Was  not  combating  Ac  horrible  anarchy  and 
Uoody  tyranny  to  which  it  was  a  prey^  die 
fnoft  fignal  fervice  they  could  render  it  ? 

What,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the  cauic 
Tvhich  Dumourier  defended?  Was  it  not 
that  of  traitors^  pf  perjured  mei>,  of  vil- 
lains, who  not  content  with  having  de*» 
throned  and  loaded  with  fetters  the  Monarch 
to  whom  they  had  fwom,  as  he  had  d(me, 
to  be  faithful,  had  annihilated  that  ytxf 
ponflitution  which  they  had  fwoin,  as  ho 
had  done,  to'  maintain  or  die?  If,  more 
faithful  to  honour  and  to  fo  many  oatbi, 
Pumourier  had  refolved  to  employ  the  af- 
(Tendency  he  had  gained  over  his  foldiers^ 
to  roufe  and  direft  their  pajtriotifm ;  if,  ex* 
citing  and  exalting  the  fentiment  of  their 
dignity,  he  had  put  them  in  mind  that  they 
were  the  foldiers  of  the  nation,  and  not  of 
a  band  of  villains,  wha»  in  order  to  feize 
i^on  all  the  powers,  had  juft  overthrown 
the  ConfHtutioa  which  the  whole  nativn 
had  adopted,  and  which  all  the  armies  had 
fwom  to  maintain^  it  is  more  than  probabb 
that  the  one  under  his  Command  would  not 
have  befitted  to  follow  him  to  Paris ;  that 
at  his  approach  the  Conveation,  the  Jnco- 
^ns,  and  the  brigands  woold  hare  difap- 

peared; 
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Reared;  that  he  would  have  entered  the 
Capital  without  fliedding  a  drop  of  blood, 
and  have  been  there  hailed  the  faviour  of 
Jrance.  He  would  have  broken  the  fetters 
of  Louis  XVI.  raifed  his  Throne,  and  r^ 
cftabliihcd  his  authority:  the  Conftitution 
woutd  have  been  reformed  and  improved 
without  a  fliock  by  a  new  Aflembly,  com- 
pofed  of  worthy  men,  equally  prudent  and 
intcHigent;  and  the  firft  ufe  that  the  King 
would  have  made  of  his  power,  would  have 
k«en.  to  reward  fuch  fignal  fervices.  Du- 
mourier  might  have  been  Grand  Conftablc 
of  France,'  Prime  Minifter,  loaded  with 
honours,  and  he  would  have  merited  all. 
To  what  man  did  ever  Fortune  offer  a  more 
brilliant  part  ?  And  how  can  any  one,  hav- 
ing .  underftanding,  great  ambition,  and 
energy,  fuffer  to  efcape  thofe  rare  opportu- 
nities which  promife  much  gloxy,  whatever 
be  the  event,  as  it  depends  on  the  merit  of 
the  enterprife,  and  not  on  its  fuccefs. 
'*  Nothing  fo  lowers  a  great  man/*  fays 
Cardinal  ae  Retz^  **^  as  not  to  be  exaiS  in 
*•  feizing  the  decifive  moment  of  his  repu- 
**  tation;  it  is  hardly  ever  miffed,  but  th^ 
**  better  to  fcizeihat  of  his  fortune,  by  which 
*'  he  is  gwerftUy  doubly  deceived/'  This 
. '  obfer- . 
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obfervation,  confirmed  by  fo  many  exam- 
.pies,  was  Dumourier's  influencing  planet. 

The  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners 
was  drawn  up,  and  the  Emigrants  excluded 
from  it.  The  Pruffians,  Auflrians,  and 
Heilians  oply  were  mentioned  in  it ;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  Colonel  Thouvenot  (hould 
go  and  fign  it  the  next  day  at  the  King  of 
Pruffia*s  head^quarters.  He  was  very  well 
received  there,  and  had  a  long  converfaticw 
with  the  Marquis  de  Lucchezini^  which 
was  publifhed  a  few  days  after  in  the  newf- 
papcrs. 

Dumourier  having  heard  that  the  King 
of  Pruffia  was  in  want  of  coffee  and  fugar, 
took  the  liberty  of  fending  him  twelve 
pounds ;  to  which  he  added  fome  fruit  and 
white  briead.  His  prefent  was  received,  but 
he  was  told  to  fend  no  more.  The  greatefl 
cordiality  prevailed  between  the  advanced 
polls  of  the  two  armies,  and  the  French 
fliared  their  bread  with  the  Pruflians  *. 

Meanwhile  the  King  of  Pruflia,  finding 
that  the  negociation  which  he  had  opened 
with  Dumourier  was  not  attended  with 
the  iffue  he  had  expected,  and  that  the  Na- 

♦  Sec  the  Life  of  DummrUr^  Voh  III.  p.  170,, 
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tional  Convention  had  already  decreed  the 
abohtion  of  the  Monarchy,  and  proclaimed 
the  Republic,  his  Majefty  thought  it  nece(- 
fary  to  delay  no  longer  taking  a  final  deter** 
mination  ;  and  he  called  a  Council  at  Hans, 
to  which  the  principal  Generals  of  aU  the 
annies  weic  fcmxmoned.  General  Kalkreuth, 
who  fpoke  firft,  ftatoi  the  bad  condition  of 
the  cavalry,  and  obferved,  that  to  attack  the 
French  army,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  march 
to  the  right  and  pais  the  Auve,  in  order  to 
come  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  eneniy;  a 
movement  that  could  not  be  made  without 
ftill  farther  eadaogering  ^  the  communica- 
tions^ which  were  already  but  too  much 
cjppofed. 

The  Duke  of  Brun/wick  and  the  other 
PrufHon  Generals  urged  the  bad  flatc  of  the 
army,  the  difficulty  of  fubfifting  them,  the 
obdnKftions  thrown  in  the  way  of  prompt 
movemients  and  hazardous  enterprifes,  and 
the  impmdciice  and  danger  of  expofing.  to 
the  uncertaiifi  liTue  of  a  battle  an  army  fo 
weakened  by  difeafe,  and  whofe  commuhi- 
cation  with  Verdun,  the  onty  place  from 
which  they  could  obtain  provifions,  was 
threatened. 

The  French  Generals,    and  particularly 

Marefchal 
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Martfchal  de  Broglia  and  Maiiefchal  dc 
Cajlries^  oppofed  thefe  objeftions  withaDt 
the  energy  excited  by  the  fitimtion  of.  the 
Royal  Family »  and  an  ardent  <le(ire  to  fly  to 
their  relief.  They  had  no  doubt  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  a  general  engagement ;  and  it  was 
their  opinion  that  it  ought  to  take  place  as 
foon  as  pofGble,  that  they  might  march  to 
Chalons,  where  they  (hoiild  firtd  immedfe 
fupplies,  by  means  of  which  the  Pruflian 
army  woijd  na  longer  be  liable  to  be  weak- 
ened  by  the  feparation  of  numerous  detach^ 
mcnts  to  proted  communications  become  ufe*. 
lefs.  General  CUrfaye  fupported  thi&opinion^ 
The  Kin^  i  of  Pruffia,  animated  by  the 
fame  fentiments,  inclined  fo  openly  to  this 
opinion,  that  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  con« 
ferenct,  he  fpoke  of  fixing  the  29th  for  the 
attack :  it  is  certain  at  leail^  that  the  news 
of  it  was  carried  to  the  Princes^  and  fpread 
the  livelieft  joy  throughout  their  army.  But 
Frederic  William  in  the  end  adopted  the 
opinion  of  the  Duke  of  Brimfwick  and  the 
Pruffian  Generals ;  and  at  the  moment  when 
the  armies  expected  to  receive  orders  to 
inarch  againfl  the  enemy,  they  were  com- 
manded tp  retreat.  On  the  day  before,  the 
fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  was  fuddenly  coun- 
termanded. 
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teramnded,  and  the  friendly  communica^ 
tions  broken  off  by  Dumourier  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  manifefto,  or  declaration,  which 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  fent  to  him  by  one 
of  his  Aid-de-rcamps  *.  The  Duke  of 
Brunfwick^  faid  he,  certainty  takes  me  for 
a  Burgomajier  of  Amjlerdam :  tell  him, 
that  from  this  moment  the  truce  is  at  ait 
end,  and  that  I  gave  the  order  for  its 
ceafing  before  you. 

The  Princes,  with  their  cavalry,  left  their 
cantonments  on  the  30th,  and  arrived,  after 
a  march  of  two  days,  at  Vouziers,  whence 
they  advanced  to  Stenay/  The  Auftrians 
and  Pruffians  retreated  beyon^r  the  Aifne 
with  the  fame  expedition.  The  bad  roads, 
and  the  treachery  of  the  waggoners,  occa- 
fioned  the  lofs  of  many  of  the  wa^fgons* 
which  were  pillaged  by  the  patriots  and  by 
the  Pruffians  themfelves. 

As  foon  as  the  firft  column  of  the  army 
of  the  Princes  was  on  the  highway  to 
Stenay,  fevcral  bodies  of  French  cavahy 
were  feen  coming  out  of  the  woods  of 
Mont-Dieu,  and  fpreading  themfelves  be- 
hind the  hills,  then  fuddenly  fending  fcOut$ 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  XXXVL 
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tp;(he  l^ghts/rfome  regimeitts  pf  anfi^ntry 
a{^peared  ia  view  with  two  pieces  cff  czrir 
non,.  which  they  pointed  on  the  i column^ 
The  manceuVres  ortiered  by  Marefchal 
Broglio  at  this  moment  were  fo  executed, 
that  thofe  random  gunn^s  were  fopn  made 
to  vanifh,  and  the  retreat  of  the  'Princes 
ifecured,  notwithftanding  all  ^he  .dHpofifions 
whicK  Dumourier  had  mad«  to  harafs  their 

marcfh  W^  to  f/iU  on  theix  J^^^T  gm^xi  *? 
They  arrived  at  Stenay,  where  they  fixed 
their  head-quarters -f;      *  i . .  *  >         .    - 

♦  Sec  Ltfeof  Dumnri^y,  ;VoL  III.  p^  177*. 

t  •They  left  it  on  the  Sth  of  Oflobcr,  and  arrived  on 
the  isSthat  Arlon.  Their  infintry  arrived  t*hcre  cm  the 
fame  day  after  the  mod  laborious  marches,  and  .tte 
grcatei*p3rt  of  their  baggage  pillaged  or  loft.  On  iht 
16th  Monsieur  left  Arlon  at  the  head  of  the  columns, 
and  arrived  on  the  21ft  at  the  ChaUau  dg  la  Neuvilkf 
three  leagues  from  Liege.  He  there  fixed  his  head- 
quarters, where  the  different  columns  of  the  ariny  of 
the  Princes  facceflively  arrived.  The  divifioit  com^ 
manded  by  the  DtAedeMourion,  which,  from  theppenr 
ing  of  the  campaign,  had  been  attached  to  the  army  of 
the  Duke  de  Saxe-Te/chen,  received '  orders  to  leave  It 
and  join  the  armies  of  the  Princes.  This  -jun<9ion  was 
effefted  on  the  igth  of  November,  and  ten  days  after 
their  Royal  HighneflcS  had  the  pain  of  announcing  to 
their  army  the  order  for  their  being  difbanded. 

The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  retrett  of  the  Pnifluutt  Urts  made 
with  the  greateft  order,  is  Dufkauriet  him- 
fclf  confefled^  7)1^  JCtng'  fia«y  left  his 
rearguard,  where  he  perfmaUy  difiirU 
guijhtd  himfelf,  evincing  As  fnuch  ptrfe- 
verance  as  he  had  before  difpl&yed  bravery 
in  the  battle  ef  Valmy,  where  he  was  at  thi 
head  of  his  cohimns :  but  this  unfortunate 
army  might  be  traced  by  the  dead  bodies  of 
men  and  horfes  that  were  ilr6wed  up6ii  the 
road. 

It  was  not  yet  too  late  tb  undertak*  the 
fiege  of  Sedan ;  it  was  the  Duke  of  Brunf^ 
wickh  intention,  ^pd  General  Clerfaye  and 
the  Prince  de  Hohenloe  were  already  in- 
ilni^ked  to  proceed  to  the  operations,  when 
the  Duke  de  Saxe-Tefchen  rcoalled  General 
Clerfaye^s  army,  on  receiving  news  that 
Dutnourier  was  marching  to  the  relief  of 
Lifle ;  and  a  few  days  after  the  Landgrave 
of  Hejfe  recalled  his  troops  to  defend  his 
own  States,  which  were  threatened  by  Oc^ 
neral  Cufiine :  thus  was  the  Duke  of  Brunf 
mck  forced  not  only  to  renounce  the  plan  of 
befieging  Sedan,  but  to  evacuate,  firft,  Ver- 
dun, and  then  Longwy,  to  go  and  recover 
Francfbrt,   arreft  the  progrefs  of  General 

Cufiine^ 
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Cujline,  and  fave  Coblentz  and  the  territory 
of  Treves. 

Such  was  the  deplorable  iffue  of  this  fa- 
mous campaign,  from  which  the  allied 
Powers,  the  French  Princes,  and  all  the 
Royalifts,  expeded  fuch  favourable  confe- 
quences  !  And  to  what  caufe  can  we  impute 
reverfes  fo  unforefeen,  fo  incredible?  This 
queftion  muft  be  left  for  the  future  deciiibfi 
of  Hiftory :  it  will  not  be  determined'  till 
the  paffions  and  party  fpirit,  which  never 
look  but  at  the  outfide  of  things,  be  fufii- 
ciently  allayed  to  give  place  to  impartiality. 
In  the  firft  place^  it  is  neceffary  to  baniiK 
the  chimerical  and  abfurd  fupp6fition8 
which,  at  the  time,  ignorance  or  malice 
obtruded  on  the  public  curiofity,  as  the 
motives  for  the  Diike  of  Brunfxoick's  te- 
treat.  The  fadls  which  I  have  related  feem 
to  me  to  prove  fufficiently  that  it  had  become 
indifpenfable  at  the  time  it  was  determined 
upon.  The  pretended  letter  from  Louis 
XVI.  written  from  the  Temple,  to  requfeft 
the  retreat  of  the  armies,  never  exifted. 
This  is  afcertained  by  CUry^s  Journal. 
The  courier  from  London,  fuppofed  to  be 
charged  with  a  fimilar  commiffion,  is  a  ftill 
more  improbable  flory,     England  has  been 
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often  accufed,  and  always  without  the  leaft 
proof,  of  encouraging  the  Revolutionary 
fa<5tion,  which  never  had  a  more  invariable 
or  more  formidable  enemy  than  that  coun- 
try; but  even  fuppofing,  againft  all  truth, 
that  in  1792  the  Englifli  Government, 
fwaycd  by  politics  fo  narrow  and  barbarous, 
had  defired  a  continuance  of  the  troubles^ 
that  agitated  France,  till  (he  was  fo  weak- 
ened, that  (he  could  no  longer  be  a  formi- 
dable rival ;  and  that  this  motive  had  in- 
duced them  to  propofe  to  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick^  or  to  the  King  of  PruflSa,  to 
draw  oflp  his  army,  is  it  probable  that  that 
brave  monarch,  who  daily  expofed  his  life 
like  a  common  foldier,  that  he  might  have 
the  glory  of  being  the  deliverer  of  Louis 
XVI.  and  of  France,  would  not  have  re- 
je6led  with  indignation  fo  fcandalous  a  pro- 
pofition  ?  Can  it  be  imagined  that  the  Duke 
of  Brunjwick  would  have  confented  to'  fully 
the  moft  honourable  military  career  with  fo 
difgraceful  an  adlion  ?  As  for  the  negocia- 
tion  opened  with  Dufjiourur^  I  have  al- 
ready ftatcd  the  objedt  of  it ;  it  certainly 
had  no  connexion  with  the  retreat  of  the 
Friiflian  army,  and  it  cannot  be  better  proved 
than  by  the  manner  in  which  the  negocia- 
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tion  was  broken  off.     There  was  the  greater 
reafon  for  hoping  that  it  would  fucceed,  as 
five  months  before,  Dumourier^  then  In  the 
.  Miniftry,  had  fent  a  perfon  of  the  tiame  of 
Benoijt^  formerly  employed  in   the  Police 
Office,  to  Gfeneral  Heymann,  with  a  pro* 
pcfal  to  delivtr  up  the  King  of  France  at 
any  place  that  Jhould    be    agreed   upon. 
This  propofal  was  communicated  to  M.  de 
Bifchofswerder,  who,  after  taking  the  King 
of  Pruflia's  orders,  anfwered,  that  nothing 
coujd  be  done  in  the  matter  till  the  armies 
were  on  the  frontiers  of  France,     That  time 
was  arrived,  and  certainly  it  was  not  to  be 
cxpedled  that  Dumourier^  when  a  General  j 
ihould  confider  as  di/hondurablCf  propofals 
he  had  himfelf  made  when  a  Minifter,     It 
was   more  natural  to  prefumc  that  he  had 
been  anxious  to  obtain  the  command,  that 
he  might  be  the  more  able  to  execute  the 
plan  he  had  conceived. 

I  (hall  fay  no  more  refpeding  the  retreat 
of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick;  I  believe  I 
have  fufficicntly  proved  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  it  by  irrefiftiblc  neceffity.  There 
can  therefore  remain  no  reafonabld  doubt  as 
to  his  motives.  It  is  not  cafy  to  point  out 
all  the  cjiufes  to  which  the  difafters  of  this 
I  i  2  campaign 
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campaign  are  to  be  attributed:  one  of  the 
principal,  and  perhaps  the  moft  fatal  of  the 
whole,  was  the  extreme  confidence  of  fuc- 
cefs.  It  was  imagined  that  the  combined 
armies  would  meet  with  no  refiftance;  that 
all  the  fortreflcs  would  open  their  gates  to 
them ;  that  as  foon  as  they  had  pafTed  the 
frontiers,  the  Royalifts,  the  malcontents, 
and  French  deferters  would  join  them  by 
thoufands,  and  that  they  would  find  im- 
mcnfe  fupplies  and  refources  in  the  country. 
So  convinced  was  the  Emperor  of  this,  that 
he  had  not  hefitated  to  reduce  about 
60,000  men  of  the  nutnber  of  troops  he  was 
to  fumifh,  and  to  fend  the  others  without 
heavy  artillery.  The  neglc<5t  of  the  arrange- 
ments  relative  to  provifi<Mis  and  military 
fupplies,  the  manifefto  with  ridiculous 
threats,  which  was  preferred  to  that  pro- 
pofcd  by  Louis  XVI.  through  Mallet-du^ 
Pan,  and  the  delay  of  opening  the  cam- 
paign for  more  than  two  months,  were  the 
confequences  of  the  fame  illufions.  The 
days  required  for  marching  to  Paris  had 
been  calculated,  with  a'  firm  perfuafion  that 
there  could  be  no  obftacle  to  flop  the  armies 
on  the  way. 

Thefe  firft  errors  were  the  more  ferious, 
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becaufe,  had  the  Duke  of  Bfunfwick's  army 
been  prepared  to  enter  France  at  the  time 
when  the  outrages  of  the  20th  of  June  ex- 
cited a  general  indignation  againft  the  Jaco- 
bins, and  againft   the   Affembly;  and  had 
he  announced  by  his  manifefto,    that  the 
Powers  J  jujlly  provoked  to  take  up  arms^ 
by  the  foElious  who  prevailed  in  France^ 
had  no  intention  whatever  to  make  war 
againfi  the  country ;  that  no  idea  of  inva- 
/ton  or  of  conqueji  had  induced  the  march 
of  their  armies^    which  were  dejiined  to 
protect  the  worthy  French,  and  enable  them 
to  prevent  the  King  and  his  Family  from 
being  expofed  to  frejh  outrages  from  the 
brigands  \  he  might  have  gained  the  fup- 
port  of  the  majority  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Provinces  through  which  he  would  have 
marched,     and    have    evcrjrwhere    fecured 
abundant  refources.     The  French  armies, 
too  weak  to  have  refifted,  would  have  fled 
before  him,  and  a  great  number  of  deferters 
would   have  augmented   his  army,    whofe 
approteh,  concurring  with  M.  de  la  Fay^ 
ette*s    conduct    to    the    Legiflative    Body, 
would  have  fprcad  a  timely  alarm  through- 
out the  Capital,  and  in  all  probability  have 
decided  the  Counter-revolution,    The  mif- 
I  i  3  .    fortune 
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fortune  of  not  having  tlken  the  advantage 
of  fo  favourable  an  occafion,  might  ftill  have 
been  repaired,  if  the  Duke  of  Brunfzvick  had 
had  at  his  comniand  60,000  men  more,  with 
a  fufBcient  quantity  of  heavy  artillery,  and 
the  military  fupplies  he  had  required.     He 
would  not  then  have  been  obliged  to  wait 
nearly  a  month  for  the  arrival  of  General 
Cltr/aye,  of   the  Heifian    troops,    and  of 
thofe  commanded  by  Prince  Hohenloe.     He 
would,  on  the  contrary,  have  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  all  the  fortreffes  before  the  26th 
of  Auguft,  and  marched  to  Chalons,  driv- 
*ing  before  him,  or  cutting  to  pieces  Dumou- 
rier^s    little    ill-conditioned    army,    which 
Kellerman  and  Beurnonvilte  had  not  yet 
joined.     Being  mafter  of  that  town,  and  of 
all  the  magazines  of  the  French  army  kept 
there,  the  Duke  of  Brunjmck  would  have 
been  able  to  march  to  Paris,  where  he  would 
have  arrived,  without  any  obftacle,  in  the 
beginning  of  September,  with  an  immenfe 
army  in  the  beft  condition  *. 

The  French  Princes  and  Emigrants  have 

*  The  conftant  rains  and  the  dyfenterics,  which  cut 
off  almofl  the  half  of  this  army,,  did  not  begin  ^lU  after 
this  period.     . 
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been  accufed,  with  great  afperity,  of  hav- 
ing caufcd  all  the  difafters  of  this  campaign, 
by  deceiving  the  Powers,  in  refpe(ft  to  the 
difpofition  of  the  eountry,  with  folenin  af- 
furances  that  were  not  fupported,  and  with 
informations  declared  to  be  pofitive,  but 
which  the  event  proved  to  be  unfounded. 
This  charge  is  unjuft.  I  was  then  in  France, 
and  no  one  had  it  more  in  his  power  to  be 
exaftly  informed  of  the  difpofition  of  the 
country.  It  is  certain,  that  after  the  loth 
of  Auguft  the  Aflembly,  governed  and  pro- 
tected by  the  Commune  of  Paris,  had  no 
other  adherents,  no  other  fupport  in  the 
Provinces,  than  the  Jacobin  Clubs  and  foma 
thoufands  of  vagabonds  and  worthlefs  fet 
lows,  who,  under  the  denomination  of  pc^ 
triots  znd  fans- culottes,  were  breaking  open 
the  prifons,  pillaging  property,  and  com- 
mitting murder.  The  reft  of  the  nation, 
thunderftruck  at  all  the  crimes  that  were 
perpetrated,  faw  with  indignation  the  fu- 
preme  authority  and  all  the  powers  of  Go- 
vernment in  the  hands  of  the  vileft  rabble, 
and  fincerely  wiftied,  not  for  a  return  of  the 
abufes,  or  even  of  all  the  inftitutions  of  the 
old  fyftem,  but  the  re-eftabliflimcnt  of  order 
and  of  the  legitimate  power  of  the  King, 
li  4  whofc 
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whofe  dreadful  fituation  infpired  the  greateft 
intereft  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Provinces,  and  inclined 
them  to  revolt  again  ft  the  prevailing  tyranny. 
There  is  no  doubt,  that  if  at  that  time  the 
Princes  and  Emigrants,  declaring,  as  they 
did,  intention*  conformable  to  the  general 
wi(h,  had  appeared  at  the  head  of  an  army 
fufEciently  formidable  tp  difpel  the  fears  of 
thofe  who  (hould  fupport  them,  they  would 
have  been  joined  every  day  by  immcnfc 
numbers  of  volunteers^  and  by  a  great  part 
of  the  French  troops  of  thp  line. 

The  Princes,  therefore,  by  the  informa- 
tion they  gave,  did  not  deceive  the  Powers, 
who  muft  blame  themfelves  that  the  hopes 
they  had  formed  upon  it  were  not  realifed. 
It  was  not  fufficiently  confidcred,  that  how- 
ever favourable  the  difpofitions  of  the  Roy- 
alifts  and  malcontents  of  the  Interior  might 
be,  they  were  ftill  more  powerfully  fwayed 
by  an  extreme  repugnance  to  fecond  in  any 
manner  the  projcdt,  which  it  was  imagined 
the  Emperor  and  King  of  Pmflia  had  in 
view,  of  impofing  a  Government  on  France, 
and  of  difmembering  the  country  either  by 
conquefts,  •  or  by  prevailing  on  Louis  XVI. 
to  cede  fome  Provinces  by  way  of  indem^ 
.  I  nity 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sept.  1792]        FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  489 

nity  for  the  expences  of  the  campaign,  or 
as  the  price  of  his  deliverance,  and  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  his  authority.  This  pro- 
jeft,  which  all  the  Journals  and  Revolu- 
tionary pamphlets  endeavoured  to  confirm, 
was  indeed  denied  in  the- manifefto  pub- 
liflied  by  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick;  but  it  is 
well  known  that  that  manifefto  created  as 
little  confidence  as  fear.  Befides,  it  was  far 
lefs  by  words  than  by  adlions  that  thofe 
apprehenfions  were  to  be  diffipated:  they 
would  have  been  completely  removed,  if  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign  the  Princes  had 
.  been  feen  the  firft  entering  France'  at  the 
head  of  all.  the  Emigrants ^  fupported  by 
50,000  Pruflian  and  Auftrian  auxiliaries, 
while  they  left  on  the  frontiers  an  army  of 
100,000  men  ready  to  fly  to  their  afliftance 
in  cafe  of  neceffity .  This  was  unqueftion- 
ably  the  fureft  and  moft  advantageous  plan; 
and  people  of  the  heft  intentions  in  France 
thought  that  there  could  be  no  other  reafon 
for  rejefting  it,  than  becaufe  the  allied  pow- 
ers did  not  choofe  to  confine  themfelves  to  a 
fecondary  part.  They  might,  at  leaft,  with- 
out injuring  their  dignity,  have  compofed 
the  van-guard  of  their  army  with  all  the 
Emigrant  corps,,  and  employed    them   on 
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fome  important  cnterprife,  fupplying  them 
with  fufficicnt  means  to  fucceed.  It  would 
then  have  been  feen  what  would  have  been 
the  efFeds  of  the  joy  and  enthufiafm  in- 
fpired  by  the  prefence  of  the  Princes  enter- 
ing France  with  a  powerful  army,  at  the 
period  when  the  Royal  Family  were  fent 
to  prifon,  and  calling  upon  all  the  loyal 
French  to  follow  them  to  Paris  to  fave  the 
King  :  every  town  would  have  followed  the 
example  of  Longwy  and  Verdun. 

This  would  have  been  the  way  to  obtain 
a' knowledge  of  the  difpofition  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  turn  it  to  the  greateft  advantage ; 
but  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  22,000 
Emigrants  who  compofed  the  army  of  the 
Princes  were  feen  divided  into  three  bodies  ; 
one  fent  into  the  Brifgau  under  the  command 
of  the  Prince  de  Conde\  another  to  Ardennc 
under  the  command  of  th^  Duke  de  Bour^ 
borif  and  the  third  commanded  by  Mon- 
sieur and  the  Count  d'Artois^  kept  at  a 
diftance  behind  the  combined  army,  and 
employed,  or  rather  condemned  to  prefent 
to  the  world  the  ftrange  and  ridiculous  fight 
of  a  fiege  undertaken  without  artillery,  it ' 
was*  not  doubted  but  that  the  unfortunate 
Emigrants  were  trifled  with,  and  that  the 
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Powers  were  determined  to  facrifice  them. 
And  how  could  this  opinion  but  prevail, 
when  it  was  fccn  with  what  an  unmanly 
and  difgufting  readinefs  Colonel  Man/Uin, 
who  was  charged  to  negociate  with  Du- 
mourier  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  con- 
fented  to  exclude  the  Emigrants  from  the 
cartel  1  From  that  moment  the  Powers,  and 
particularly  Auftria,  were  fufpe<5ked  of  the 
mofl  interefted  and  ambitious  views ;  and 
the  effedl  of  that  fufpicion,  more  or  lefs 
founded,  was  not  only  to  deflroy  the  good 
difpofition  which  the  combined  army 
would  have  (bund  in  the  country,  but  to 
make  all  interefts  yield  to  that  of  repelling 
the  invadon,  and  to  unite  almoft  all  the  par<>t 
ties  in  the  caufe  of  the  factious. 

Another  great  error  was  preventing  Mon- 
sieur, when  he  entered  France,  from  declaring 
himfelf  Regent  of  the  kingdom  during  the 
captivity  of  the  King  and  Royal  Family, 
That  was  a  right  of  which  he  could  no  more 
be  deprived  than  of  his  title  to  the  Throne, 
next  in  fucceflion  to  the  Dauphin ;  he  was 
therefore  authorized  to  exercife  it,  not- 
withftanding  any  oppofition  whatever;  and 
the  imprifonmenf  of  their  Majefties  and 
fhe  welfare  of  the  State  impofed  it  upon 
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him  as  a  duty.  The  Baron  dc  Breteuil pre- 
tended to  be  charged  to  oppofe  it,  and 
founded  this  pretenfion  on  the  Powers 
which  I  have  already  proved  were  revoked. 
But  had  they  been  Hill  in  force,  they  would 
evidently  have  been  inappHcable  to  ex- 
ifting  circumftanccs ;  for  the  captivity  of 
the  King  and  of  his  Family  had  not  cer- 
tainly been  forefeen  when  they  were  granted. 
Befides,  his  Majefty  himfelf  could  no  more 
have  deprived  his  brother  of  the  rights 
which  devolved  upon  him  on  the  captivity 
of  the  Royal  Family,  than  he  could  by 
his  will  have  difpofleffed  him  of  his  rights 
to  the  Crown  after  the  death  of  the  Dau- 
phin. What  influence,  what  fubmiilion, 
what  refpedl,  would  not  Monsieur  have 
obtained,  as  Regent  of  the  kingdom,  law- 
fully inverted  by  that  title  with  all  the 
rights  of  Royalty,  and  plenitude  of  the 
Executive  Power,  and  exercifing  them  with 
energy  and  with  wifdom  at  the  head  of 
a  powerful  army!  It  is  now  no  longer 
doubted,  that  whoever  counfelled  the  Em- 
peror and  King  of  Pruflia  not  to  acknow- 
ledge the  rights  of  Monsieur  to  the  Re- 
gency, gave  them  either  the  mofl  foolifh  or 
the  moft  perfidious  advice. 
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In  Ihort,  had  any  poUtical  motives  what- 
ever determined  the  Powers  to  difdain  or  to 
negle(ft  fo  imprudently  the  advantages  that 
would  have  been;  fecured  to  them  in  the  in- 
terior of  France  by  the  intervention  of  the 
French  Princes  at  the  head  of  the  Emigrant 
corps,  if  they  had  been  employed  as  they 
odght  to  have  been,    they  (hould  at   leaft 
have  purfued  the  methodical  plan  of  war 
propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick^  and 
have   furnilhed    him   with   all    the    means 
which  he  had  declared  to  be  neceflary  for  fup- 
porting  it  with  fuccefs.     His  plan,  it  is  true, 
had  been  adopted;  but  neither  artillery  nor  the 
number  of  troops  he  had  demanded  to  exe- 
cute  it  were  given  to  him.     The  difafters 
which  were  the  confequence  of  it  are  well 
known,  and  I  entirely  fubmit  my  obferva- 
tions  on  their  caufes  to  thofe  perfons  who 
had  it  in  their  power  to  receive  better  infor- 
mation  than  I  had.     Refpefting  the  poli- 
tical meafures  that  marked   this  period,    I 
Ihall  only  add,  that  the  partition  of  Poland 
was  the  moft  ti-eacherous,  the  moft  incon- 
fiftent,  and,  at^he  fame  time,  the  moft  fatal 
of  all;  for   it  became   the   chief  fource  of 
the  flMsfertunes  which  fucceeded  the  cam- 
paign of  1792.     How  was  Europe  Icahda- 
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lizcd  in  beholding  the  very  Powers  who  had 
coalefced  to  re-eftablifh  one  King  upon  the 
Throne,  coalefcing  alfo  to  dethrone  another, 
and  divide  his  territories  I  What  a  triumph 
for  the  Jacobins,  and  for  their  principles ! 
What  blindnefs,  what  immorality  on  the 
part  of  certain  Cabinets ! 


IMO    OF    THE    THIRD    VOLUME, 


D*  N.  SHURY,  PRINTER,  BERICK.  STREET. 
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